Board-Approved Resolution: Travis County Proposition A

The Greater Austin Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors endorses Travis County
Proposition A on the November 2024 Ballot, which aims to increase access to affordable, high-
quality childcare and afterschool programming for low-income families. The Austin Chamber is
proud to represent over 1,700 businesses of every size here in Central Texas, and our members
experience first-hand the challenges and barriers facing our childcare industry. It is their voices
and experiences that drive the development of several criteria that we offer to the County to be
adopted in the implementation of the CARES plan, should it be approved by Travis County
voters:

e Independent Advisory Council: The Austin Chamber urges the County to have
representation from a minimum of eight and maximum of twelve Travis County residents,
including at least one small business owner.

e Fees & Administrative Cost Controls: The Austin Chamber urges the County to establish
a ‘cap’ that administrative fees account for no more than 10% of a total funding award.

e Third-Party Facilitation & Consultation: The Austin Chamber encourages the County to
partner with community experts in implementing high-quality, affordable childcare
services.

e Evaluation & Accountability: The Austin Chamber encourages Travis County, or its
partners in implementing childcare programs, to evaluate the success of the program and
publicly report on metrics of success and total funding appropriated no later than
January 1, 2027.

e Training for childcare workers: The Austin Chamber urges the County to develop a
comprehensive plan for how it will adequately train child care workers to accommodate
the expansion of child care slots.

e Child Care Deserts: The Austin Chamber urges the County to develop specific strategies
for how it will increase slots in childcare deserts and ensure that access is equitable
across Travis County neighborhoods.

We expect our local government entities to be transparent and accountable when expending tax
dollars for the benefit of our community. In accordance, we encourage Travis County to
incorporate these above criteria into its implementation plan for CARES.

On this day, September 26, 2024, the Austin Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors endorses
the above criteria and adopts a position in favor on the Travis County CARES Voter-Approval
Tax Rate Election placed on the November 5, 2024 ballot.



