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2014 RANKINGS 
 
Austin is No. 7 on Best Cities for Young Entrepreneurs list. 
Austin is increasingly becoming known as a hotbed for startups, especially tech companies. The city boasts a young, growing and well-educated 
population, as well as a low cost of living and unemployment rate. Austin also offers many local resources for budding entrepreneurs, such as 
the city’s Small Business Development Program. NerdWallet ranked cities based on indicators related to access to funds, networking and 
mentorship, local economy, and affordability for the 83 largest U.S. cities. (NerdWallet Finance, 11/18/14) 

 
Texas is No. 1 for Economic Climate and No. 1 Growth Prospects, and No. 6 overall in Forbes’ ranking of the Best 
States for Business 2014. 
The Texas economy is the second biggest in the U.S., behind only California. Texas ranks first for both current economic climate and growth 
prospects. The Texas economy is expected to expand 4.1% annually over the next five years, which is second best in the nation. Forbes ranking 
looks at 36 data points across 6 areas: business costs, labor supply, regulatory environment, economic climate, growth prospects and quality of 
life. Business costs, which include labor, energy and taxes, are weighted the most heavily. (Forbes, 11/12/14) 

 
Austin and San Antonio are the two Best Places for Veterans overall and Austin ranks in the top 5 for veterans 
starting out, mid-career, and military retirement. 
Austin and San Antonio are the best places for veterans transitioning from the service to civilian employment. USAA and the U.S. Chamber of 
Commerce Foundation’s Hiring Our Heroes program commissioned Sperling’s Best Places to work with the Institute for Veterans and Military 
Families at Syracuse University to provide data for the rankings. Austin is No. 2 on the Best Places for Starting Out list and No. 5 on the Best 
Places for Mid-Career and Best Places for Military Retirement lists. Austin area residents enjoy a strong economy, education opportunities, 
attractive housing options, a relatively pleasant climate and abundant activities. Area highlights include the University of Texas, an important 
music scene and a large tech industry. (United Services Automobile Association, 10/29/14) 

 
Texas has one of the 10 most competitive business tax systems according to the 2015 State Business Tax Climate 
Index. 
The Tax Foundation’s index is designed to show how well states structure their tax systems. The Index is based on comparing the states on over 
100 different variables in 5 areas of taxation (corporate taxes, individual income taxes, sales taxes, unemployment insurance taxes, and 
property taxes). The best states in the ranking do without one or more major taxes, or if they have all major tax types, levy them with low rates 
on broad bases. States at the bottom of the ranking have complex, non-neutral taxes with comparatively high rates. (Tax Foundation, 10/28/14) 

 
Austin ties for 5th place among U.S. metros for number of billion+ dollar software companies founded since 
2003. 
Atomico looked at the global distribution of Internet and software companies founded within the last decade that had reached a valuation of 
over $1 billion. The majority of the 140 companies that met the billion-dollar bar have actually been built outside Silicon Valley, with 61% 
coming from other cities - and the gap is widening. Silicon Valley is the single most prominent tech hub with 54 companies. Within the U.S., rest 
of the top five are New York (7), Los Angeles (4), Austin (3) and Seattle (3). Austin’s $1+ billion software companies are Homeaway, Indeed and 
RetailMeNot. (Atomico, 10/27/14) 

 
Texas is the Best State for Business according to survey of C-suite executives. 
For the sixth time in a row, Texas took the top spot on Development Counsellors International's "Winning Strategies in Economic Development 
Marketing" survey. New York-based DCI specializes in economic development and tourism marketing and their survey has been published every 
3 years since 1996. Of the 356 respondents this year, 49.7% said Texas has the most favorable business climate. Florida ranks a distant second, 
with 18.1%, and Georgia and North Carolina tied for third with 17.6% each. Corporate executive respondents cited Texas' tax climate (54%), 
pro-business environment (47%), and incentives/financial assistance (18%) as reasons for ranking the state so highly. (Development Counsellors 
International, 10/23/14) 

 
Austin is the 2nd-best real estate market in the country. 
Houston claims the no. 1 spot in this year’s survey of real estate investment experts around the world and Austin moves into the no. 2 position, 
pushing perennial tip market San Francisco to no. 3, with Denver and Dallas-Fort Worth rounding out the top 5. Austin ranks No. 2 for 
investment, No. 4 for development, and No. 1 for homebuilding. Austin has been a favorite of survey respondents for a number of years. Survey 
respondents and interviewees like the industrial base, the appeal to the millennial generation, and the lower cost of doing business in Austin. 
Investors continue to like markets with vibrant urban centers and Austin has seen significant urban center population growth (8.6% between 
2010 and 2013). Austin, ranked tops for both office investment and development in this year’s survey, has garnered national and international 
recognition as a live/work/play downtown.  (Urban Land Institute, 10/22/14) 
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Austin ranks 6th for concentration of 25 to 34 year olds with a bachelor’s degree. 
Portland-based City Observatory, a think tank devoted to data-driven analysis of cities reports that 25 to 34 year-olds with a bachelor’s degree 
or higher level of education are increasingly moving to the close-in neighborhoods of the nation’s large metropolitan areas.  In Austin, 25-34 
year olds with a 4-year degree represent 7.0% of the adult population. That’s the 6th highest concentration among the top 50 metros. 
Washington, San Francisco, Boston, San Jose and Denver precede Austin in the ranking. The 4-year degree attainment rate for 25-34 year olds 
increased from 38.9% in 2000 to 40.8% in 2012. Between 2000 and 2010, the number of young adults with a 4-year degree increased 24.9% in 
the metro’s close-in neighborhoods. (City Observatory, 10/19/14) 

 
Austin has the 6th highest prime-age civilian employment-to-population ratio among the top 100 U.S. metros—a 
key indicator of the health of the economy. 
Austin has a prime-age employment ratio of 78.1 in 2013. Madison, with a ratio of 81.9, has the highest ratio, followed by Minneapolis, 
Washington, Omaha and Austin. Brookings produced their analysis of employment-to-population ratios because the unemployment rate 
presents an incomplete picture of the labor market. This ratio is calculated as the number of 25 to 64 year-olds who are working, divided by the 
total number of people in that age group. In this way, the employment ratio captures both the unemployment rate and the labor force 
participation rate for the population most likely to work. Metro areas with relatively high ratios tended to have highly educated populations. 
For the 100 largest U.S. metros in aggregate the 2013 employment ratio is 73.3. (Brookings Institution, 10/9/14) 

 
Austin is No. 3 in ranking of the Top 100 Cities for Tech Acquisitions. 
Austin and Seattle tie for 3rd place with 76 acquisitions each, following San Francisco (335) and New York (282) in this ranking of the top 100 
U.S. cities for tech acquisitions since 2012. The top 20 U.S. cities account for 41% of all private company tech acquisitions over the period. (CB 
Insights, 10/4/14) 

 
University of Texas at Austin named the 28th best university in the world. 
Austin ranks 28th among the 400 best global universities in the annual Times ranking. The only other Texas institution in the top 100 is Rice at 
69th.  Among U.S. universities in the ranking, Austin places 20th. The Times Higher Education World University Rankings 2014-2015 are the only 
global university performance tables to judge research-led universities across all their core missions—teaching, research, knowledge transfer 
and international outlook. The rankings employ 13 carefully calibrated performance indicators grouped into 5 areas: teaching/the learning 
environment; research/volume, income and reputation; citations/research influence; industry income/innovation; and international 
outlook/staff, students and research. (Times Higher Education, 10/1/14) 

 
Austin ranks No. 2 among U.S. Metros Attracting the Most Families. 
For cities, being family friendly may become increasingly important as the large millennial generation starts entering their 30s, the primary 
years for raising children. Demographer Wendell Cox identified the parts of the country where new families are being formed most rapidly by 
crunching data on the changes in the number of 5- to 14-year-olds since 2000 in the nation’s 52 largest metropolitan statistical areas. Virtually 
all the metro areas where there has been the strongest growth in families from 2000 to 2013 were found to be highly suburban, highly 
affordable and located in the South and Intermountain West. If they also have a strong economy, like Austin or Raleigh or Charlotte, they are 
even more attractive. In concert with strong net in-migration, the number of children in the Austin metro area between the ages of 5 and 14 
grew by 86,200 or 49.3% from 2000 to 2013. That’s nearly 10 times the national growth rate of 0.5% for this demographic. Raleigh topped the 
ranking with a 55.7% increase in the number of children aged 5-14 years. (NewGeography.com, 9/12/14) 

 
Texas is the No. 2 State for Doing Business. 
Area Development’s fifth annual Top States for Doing Business survey of site consultants, ranks the states based on their number of mentions 
by the consultants in 18 subcategories in three areas: Business Environment, Labor Climate and Infrastructure and Global Access. Texas ranks 
No. 1 in the Business Environment category, No. 3 in Labor Climate, and No. 3 in Infrastructure and Global Access. Georgia took the top spot in 
the overall ranking. (Area Development, 9/12/14) 

 
Austin’s LASA High School ranks 8th on Newsweek’s annual ranking of America’s Top High Schools and 4 other 
area high schools, each in a different district, also rank among the nation’s 500 best schools. 
Newsweek’s 2014 Rankings highlights schools that do the absolute best job of preparing students for college. This year’s methodology is more 
stringent than ever with new measures of quality and a higher standard for data. As of 2014, Newsweek is publishing two lists. “America’s Top 
High Schools 2014,” which ranks schools based solely on performance. On this list, LASA H.S. (in the Austin Independent School District) ranks 
8th in the nation. Other area schools on the best performing schools list are Westlake H.S. (Eanes ISD) at 117th, Lake Travis H.S. (Lake Travis ISD) 
at 256, Westwood H.S. (Round Rock ISD) at 268th, and Dripping Springs H.S. (Dripping Springs ISD) at 274th. The second Newsweek list, "Beating 
the Odds: America’s Top High Schools for Low-Income Students,” ranks schools with poverty levels taken into account. Anderson H.S. (Austin 
ISD) makes this list (454th), as do each of the 5 area schools on the best performing list. (Newsweek, 9/8/14) 

 
Austin ranks 5th on JLL’s “High Tech Industry Market Score” ranking based key drivers of high tech industry 
growth. 
Jones Lang LaSalle’s fourth annual examination of the best locations for innovative and dynamic technology firms scores markets based on 
employment growth, high tech office employment concentration, market dynamism, innovation and investment trends. San Francisco scores 
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highest, followed by Seattle, Silicon Valley, New York, and Austin. Austin, dubbed “Silicon Hills” for its booming high-tech scene, is home to 
more than 4,700 high-tech firms. While the CBD’s prestigious location gives firms an edge in attracting talent, the Northwest high-tech corridor 
is home to Apple, Google, IBM, Oracle, National Instruments, Microsoft, Cisco, and HP. Austin offers an abundance of educated talent at a 
fraction of the cost of other high-tech markets. The average wage for Austin high-tech workers is half that of Silicon Valley, and the absence of 
corporate and personal income taxes create a pro-business environment. The city is attractive to employees, who can enjoy a low cost of living 
and high quality of life. The University of Texas, combined with an attractive lifestyle, have young people flocking to the city. Access to 
accelerators, incubators and venture capital firms make the city fertile for growth. Austin is also home to SXSW Interactive, where Twitter made 
its 2007 debut. (Jones Lang LaSalle, 9/4/14) 
 

Round Rock is one of the Top 10 Cheapest Cities You’ll Want to Live In.  
Kiplinger set out to identify the most inexpensive cities where you would actually want to live, based on the strength of the local economy and 
the job market, as well as affordability. They started with the 100 U.S. cities with the lowest cost of living, and then whittled the list down to the 
top 10. The best cities were required to have below-average living costs, high household incomes relative to the cost of living, an 
unemployment rate below the national average, and at least 50,000 population. They also looked for places that offer residents access to fun, 
low-cost things to do. Located in central Texas about 15 miles north of Austin, Round Rock has plenty to offer anyone looking for an affordable 
place to live and work. The city boasts the highest median household income among all the cities on the list, at nearly $17,000 above the U.S. 
median. Yet living costs are low -- groceries, for example, are about 17% cheaper than the national average. Job prospects are promising. The 
area’s major employers include Dell and motor maker TECO-Westinghouse. Round Rock’s prosperity reaches across the economic spectrum, 
with just 8.4% of residents living below the poverty level (the national average is 14.9%). Another financial perk of living in Texas: no state 
income tax. Cheap family fun can be found at Round Rock Express baseball games. The triple-A affiliate of the Texas Rangers offers free 
fireworks at Friday home games. For a wider variety of entertainment options, make the short drive down I-35 to Austin. (Kiplinger, 9/3/14) 
 

Austin is the No. 3 City in the U.S. to Educate, Entertain & Exhaust your Kids. 
Macaroni Kid evaluated the top 50 cities in the U.S., then looked at things they often include and share with their readers, such as story time at 
the library, events at local parks, touring shows like Disney on Ice and the Circus, and what’s happening at children’s museums and theaters. 
Austin’s children’s museum, the Thinkery, helped put Austin in the top 3. Raleigh and Boston took the top spots. (Macaroni Kid, 9/2/14) 
 

Austin is one of the top 10 U.S. regions for business R&D. 
New data from the National Science Foundation’s 2011 Business R&D and Innovation Survey shows that nearly half of the research and 
development paid for and performed by companies in 2011 was performed in 5 states: California, Washington, Texas, Massachusetts, and 
Michigan. Businesses responding to the survey tend to concentrate their self-funded R&D performance in one geographic location. Data 
reported by large-R&D companies for their largest R&D location show that the 10 most frequently reported CSAs or MSAs accounted for over 
half of the large-R&D companies reporting their largest R&D location. Twenty-four companies report Austin as their largest R&D location and 
performed over $2 billion of R&D in Austin in 2011. Austin is topped in the ranking only by much larger metropolitan regions. (National Science 
Foundation, 8/26/14)  

 
Austin tops ranking of U.S. metros for net migration of adults with college degrees. 
New Geography ranked the 51 metros with more than one million people and finds that, generally, the migration of the educated overall 
appears to be following that of the population as a whole. This means increasing numbers of people with college degrees moving to lower-cost 
Sunbelt boomtowns and other metros with rapidly expanding populations. (New Geography, 8/20/14) 

 
The University of Texas of Austin is the 39th best university in the world and 28th best in the U.S. 
The Academic Ranking of World Universities is conducted annually by researchers at the Center for World-Class Universities of Shanghai Jiao 
Tong University from an examination 1,200 institutions. The ranking is based on indicators including the number of alumni and staff winning 
Nobel Prizes and Fields Medals, the number of Highly Cited Researchers, the number of articles published in journals of Nature and Science, the 
number of articles indexed in Science Citation Index - Expanded and Social Sciences Citation Index, and per capita performance. (Academic 
Ranking of World Universities, 8/15/14) 

 
Austin ranks 3rd on America’s Coolest Cities list. 
To compile their 2014 list of America’s Coolest Cities, Forbes calculated entertainment, arts and cultural options per capita in each of the 60 
largest U.S. metros. Also included were several “foodie” measures beyond restaurants and bars. Other factors included were racial and ethnic 
diversity, youthfulness, and population growth and growth due to migration. The list was topped by Washington DC, followed by Seattle, 
Austin, Houston, and San Francisco. (Forbes, 8/6/14) 
 

Texas ranks as the Fastest Growing State for Technology Jobs. 
This year’s fastest growing state for technology jobs is built on two pillars: the highest percentage growth and the most new positions added in 
the first half of the year. Texas has created so many new jobs, it now ranks as having the second largest workforce of technology professionals 
behind California, according to data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics as analyzed by Dice, a career site for technology and engineering 
professionals. The Lone Star state has added 8,100 positions this year to employ 143,300 tech workers, nearly a 6% jump. Mobile, Big Data and 
software developer openings are leading opportunities in the state according to Dice. (Dice, 8/4/14) 
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Austin is No. 2 on Forbes’ Best Cities for Future Job Growth list. 
Austin finishes a shade behind Naples, when it comes to metros with the best job growth prospects over the next 3 years. Companies flock to 
Austin to take advantage of the strong workforce options, which are continuously replenished by the University of Texas at Austin. The state’s 
flagship campus has more than 50,000 students. People are moving to Austin to chase the jobs, as the metro boasts the 3rd highest net 
migration rate in the U.S. over the last 5 years. Austin continues to be a major tech center with Dropbox, IBM and Oracle all announcing major 
expansions in the area over the last year. Technology security firm Websense revealed plans in February to move its corporate headquarters to 
Austin from San Diego in a deal that will create 470 jobs. (Forbes, 7/23/14) 

 
Austin ranks 4th for Employee Engagement, a key driver of business outcomes for top-performing organizations. 
Quantum Workplace’s annual employee engagement trends report is derived from responses of 400,000 employees at 5,000 organizations who 
participated in the Best Places to Work program. In 2013, 68% of employees were engaged. The report ranked employee engagement in 41 
participating cities. The top 5 cities by percent of engaged employees were Huntsville (77.6%), Miami (74.7%), Nashville (74.4%), Austin (74.2%), 
and San Antonio (73.5%). Percent of employees engaged ranged as low as 57.1% among other cities in the study. (Quantum Workplace, 
7/18/14) 
 

Austin is one of the Top 20 Manufacturing Growth Metros.  
Garner Economic looked at the 333 U.S. metros with available data from 2010 to 2014. Austin added 5,700 manufacturing jobs over the period, 
a 12.1% increase, and ranked in the top 20 by numerical job growth. (Garner Economics, 7/16/14) 
 

Austin is No. 9 on the 2014 U.S. Clean Tech Leadership Index. 
Texas’s state and music capital/tech hub returns to the top 10 after a one-year absence last year at No. 11, and is the only top 10 metro area 
(besides ‘stateless’ Washington, D.C.) not located in a top 10 state. Austin improved from a 48.7 overall score last year to 51.3. Its nexus of 
academic/research/financial/government resources committed to clean tech has long been a model for smaller cities, and Austin (the least 
populous metro in the top 10, just 35th in the U.S.) demonstrates that with a No. 5 rank in Clean-Tech Investment, Innovation & Workforce. It 
also makes the top 10 in Clean Electricity and Carbon Management, ranking 9th in that category. (Clean Edge, 7/15/14) 
 

Texas ranked No. 1 for Location Desirability among job seekers. 
Nearly 28% of American job seekers are actively searching for a job in another state and job search site Indeed’s research arm has produced an 
analysis of job seeker movements. Texas was ranked No. 1 for location desirability receiving the highest total number of job searches from 
outside the state, followed closely by Florida and California. (Indeed, 7/15/14) 
 

Austin is one of the two Best Purchase Markets for Aspiring Millennial Homebuyers. 
Austin and Salt Lake City were identified as the top standouts for Millennials for having a young adult population with solid job growth rates 
and still relatively affordable home prices. NAR analyzed 100 metros that have a large Millennial presence, solid local job market conditions, an 
strong migration patterns of young adults moving to the area. Housing affordability and inventory availability were also considered. The young 
adult (under the age of 35) home ownership rate peaked in at 43% in 2005 and fell to 36% in the first quarter of 2014. Several current 
conditions combine to price Millennials out of cities such as New York and San Francisco. However, NAR finds that there are other metro areas 
Millennials are moving to where job growth is strong and homeownership is more attainable. The rest of NAR’s top 10 includes Dallas, Denver, 
Des Moines, Grand Rapids, Minneapolis, New Orleans, Ogden, and Seattle. (National Association of Realtors, 7/14/14) 
 

Austin is No. 6 on ranking of the Best Places for STEM Graduates. 
NerdWallet found the best places for STEM graduates by analyzing the following factors in the 75 largest U.S. metropolitan areas: annual 
average salary for STEM occupations in each metro area and factored in median gross rent as a cost of living metric to see how far the average 
income goes in each place; and STEM occupations as a percentage of all jobs in a city to measure the robustness of the STEM industries and 
gauge availability of STEM jobs. Austin, which ranks 6th, has seen significant growth over the past decade, especially as a technology center. The 
region is home to the headquarters of Dell, and also offices of Google, IBM, Intel, Texas Instruments and other major companies. The University 
of Texas at Austin contributes significantly to the area’s STEM workforce and its Center for STEM Education supports education and research. 
The ranking’s top 5 metros were San Jose, Seattle, Washington, Houston and San Francisco. (NerdWallet, 7/7/14) 

 
Austin is one of the 10 Metros with the Highest Gains in Share of U.S. Jobs—and leads the top 10 for percentage 
of total employment due to regional competitiveness. 
Using a standard regional analysis called shift share, CareerBuilder and EMSI looked at the total job growth across industries for each of the 50 
most populous U.S. metros from 2010 to 2013. Each metro’s actual job growth was then compared to what would have been expected for that 
metro based on national job growth trends during that same time period. The difference between the two measurements is the competitive 
effect, i.e., how much the metro is exceeding, matching or falling behind national job growth trends because of something unique to that 
metro’s regional economy. Austin is one of the U.S. metros capturing a larger share of the total jobs added in the U.S. because of factors that 
are unique to its local economy.  From 2010 to 2013, total U.S. employment grew 4%. It would be expected that Austin would add jobs at the 
same rate during this period (translating to 29,152 jobs with industry trends at the national level factored in), but Austin actually added a total 
of 84,774 jobs. While 29,152 of that total may be associated with national growth trends, the remaining 55,622 jobs is an indicator of regional 
market dynamics at play within this metro that are causing it to significantly outpace the national growth average. Some major metros, such as 
New York, Chicago and Philadelphia which each produced more than 100,000 new jobs since 2010, showed a negative competitive effect – 
trailing national growth trends.  (CareerBuilder, 7/2/14) 
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Austin is in the top 10 in ranking of metros for employer demand for STEM skills. 
The Brookings Institution used real-time labor market information from Burning Glass to analyze the prevalence of science, technology, 
engineering, and mathematics (STEM) skill requirements in job openings advertisements across the 100 largest U.S. metros. In Austin, 47% of 
job ads require STEM skills—this is the 9th highest percentage among the 100 largest metros. Almost 41% of job ads requiring STEM skills and at 
least a bachelor’s degree—which is the 5th highest percentage among the top 100 metros. (Brookings Institution, 7/1/14) 

 
Austin is the No. 3 City Stealing Jobs from Wall Street. 
New Geography ranked large metros (66 U.S. metros with more than 450,000 jobs) for financial activities sector growth, considering both 
recent and longer-term trends. Phoenix and San Antonio take the top two spots. Austin moved up from 25th place in 2013 to 3rd place in the 
new ranking. There 49,100 employed in financial activities in Austin and 2012-2013 growth was 4.1%. Overwhelmingly, the fastest growth has 
been in cities not associated with high finance, but largely low-cost Sun Belt cities, which account for 7 of the top 10 large metro areas on the 
list. But lower costs aren’t the only driver. Austin’s is mentioned among markets attractive to companies servicing Spanish-language customers 
and needing Spanish-speaking talent, and as one of the high growth areas attractive to mortgage firms. Firms focused on trade finance are 
likely to find Texas, now the leading export state, attractive. (New Geography, 6/27/14) 
 

Texas is No. 2 on CNBC’s annual America’s Top States for Business ranking. 
States receive points based on their rankings in metrics under 10 broad categories:  Cost of Doing Business, Economy, Infrastructure & 
Transportation, Workforce, Quality of Life, Technology & Innovation, Business Friendliness, Education, Cost of Living, and Access to Capital. 
Categories are weighted in scoring based on how frequently the category is used as a selling point in state economic development marketing 
materials. That way, CNBC’s study ranks the states based on the criteria they use to sell themselves. CNBC their metrics with input from the 
National Association of Manufacturers, the Council on Competitiveness, the CNBC Global CFO Council, and other business and economic 
development organizations, including the states themselves.  (CNBC, 6/24/14) 
 

Austin will be the fastest growing large U.S. metro economy through 2020. 
Among the 100 largest U.S. metros, Austin ranks No. 1 for real gross metropolitan product (GMP) growth in 2013 and also ranks No. 1 for real 
average annual percent change in GMP through 2020 according to analysis by IHS Global Insight.  Austin’s 2013 growth was 4.6%, followed by 
San Jose and Nashville, both with 4.2% growth. Dallas is the other Texas metro in the top 10 for 2013 growth (in 8th place with 3.7%). Austin is 
projected to see annual average real growth of 4.4% from 2013 to 2020.  San Jose is projected to have 3.9% annual growth 2020, which places it 
outside the top 10.Information, professional and business services, and education and health services are named as dominant sources of 
Austin’s growth through 2020. (U.S. Conference of Mayors, 6/20/14) 

 
Austin is No. 7 on Forbes’ list America’s New Industrial Boomtowns. 
Forbes’ research suggests that much of the U.S. manufacturing growth will be in metro areas in the South and the Great Plains that are known 
for friendly business climates. New industrial investment is tending to go to places that are largely non-union, and feature lower taxes and light 
regulation. Sixty-six large metros, each with more than 450,000 jobs overall, were ranked based on manufacturing employment growth from 
2002 through January 2014. Long-term momentum (2008-2013 relative to 2002-2007)—whether the area is slowing or accelerating—impacted 
the rankings. Austin has 53,700 manufacturing jobs in 2013 and grew by 2.7% over the last year (compared to -0.9% over 2008-2013).  Forbes’ 
list was topped by Houston, Nashville and Warren, MI. (Forbes, 6/19/14) 

 
Austin is one of America’s Top Metros Leading the Recovery. 
Among the 100 largest metros, Austin ranks 6th for economic performance over 2009-2012, based on growth of per capita GDP, per capita 
personal income, and private sector employment. San Jose tops the ranking, followed by Nashville, Grand Rapids, Houston, and Detroit. The 
Texas capital has some built-in recession-proofing—it hosts the government and largest university of a large, fast-growing state—plus a brand 
that attracts young, well-educated workers. Set against San Francisco or Silicon Valley, it’s hotter in summer, but more business-friendly and far 
more affordable. Apple employs some 3,500 people here and is expanding in Austin with a new 1 million-square-foot facility expected to add 
another 3,600 jobs. (Manhattan Institute for Policy Research, 6/18/14) 

 
Texas is the 2nd Best State to Make a Living. 
In its fourth-annual study of the Best and Worst States to Make a Living, financial information website MoneyRates.com finds that work-related 
conditions vary widely among the 50 states. This study's rankings are based on each state's scoring on average salaries and employment rates 
(according to figures from the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics), cost of living (based on data from C2ER), and workplace conditions (based on the 
"Work Environment" component of the Gallup-Healthways Well-Being Index). Texas, which was 4th last year, has moved up to 2nd. Like 1st 
ranked Washington, Texas has no income tax. While the typical income in Texas is only about average, the state benefits from a cost of living 
and unemployment rate that are both lower than average, and employees in the state indicate that workplace conditions are good enough to 
rank in the top 10 nationally. (Moneyrates.com, 6/16/2014) 

 
Austin is one of the top 5 Most Small Business Friendly Cities in the nation. 
Thumbtack, in partnership with the Ewing Marion Kauffman Foundation, has released results from its annual Small Business Friendliness 
Survey. The study, drawing upon data from over 12,000 small business owners, provides new insights into state and local business 
environments across the nation. The top rated cities overall were Colorado Springs, Boise, Houston, Austin, and Louisville. The lowest rated 
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were Sacramento, Providence, Buffalo, Bridgeport, and San Diego. "Austin earned the highest possible grade from its small business 
community," says Jon Lieber, Chief Economist of Thumbtack. "Creating a business climate that is welcoming to small, dynamic businesses is 
more important than ever, and Austin has consistently been in the top of our ratings as one of the best places in America for small businesses 
to start and grow." Austin's tax code took the No. 1 spot as the friendliest to small businesses in the country. Austin's regulatory friendliness 
scores were the 2nd highest in the country, and it received an A+ for its health and safety, labor, tax, and licensing regulations. Small businesses 
gave Austin's training programs an A+ grade and rated them 4th best in the country. (Thumbtack, 6/10/14) 

 
The University of Texas ranks 5th worldwide for U.S. patents granted to universities in 2013. 
The National Academy of Inventors and the Intellectual Property Owners Association ranks the Top 100 Worldwide Universities that received 
the most U.S. utility patents based on data from the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office. Patents reported are utility patents granted during the 
2013 calendar year. When a patent is assigned to one or more entities, credit is given to the first named entity. The list is topped by University 
of California (399 patents), Massachusetts Institute of Technology (281), Tsinghua University (193), Stanford University (170), and University of 
Texas (169). Patents awarded to UT in 2013 were up 20% over 2012. UT is also included in the top 300 organizations granted U.S. patents in 
2013, raking 178th.  (National Academy of Inventors, 6/10/14) 

 
Texas is one of the top 4 Most Small Business Friendly States in the nation. 
Thumbtack, in partnership with the Ewing Marion Kauffman Foundation, has released results from its annual Small Business Friendliness 
Survey. The study, drawing upon data from over 12,000 small business owners, provides new insights into state and local business 
environments across the nation. The top rated states overall were Utah, Idaho, Texas, Virginia and Louisiana. The lowest rated were Rhode 
Island, Illinois, California, Connecticut and New Jersey. "It is obvious that there aren't many states better than Texas when it comes to starting 
and running a small business," says Jon Lieber, Chief Economist of Thumbtack. "Creating a business climate that is welcoming to small, dynamic 
businesses is more important than ever, and small businesses in Texas were among the most enthusiastic about the business climate in their 
state, as it finished in the top 5 of nearly every one of the categories that small businesses rated." Texas was in the top 10 in every graded 
category and in no category did it earn a grade of less than A. Small businesses rated Texas No. 1 in the country for the friendliness of its zoning 
laws and the friendliness of its health and safety regulations. Small businesses in Texas rated the state 2nd nationally for the outlook of the state 
economy relative to the national economy. Texas was home to 5 of the top 10 cities rated by small businesses in the survey—Houston (3rd), 
Austin (4th), Dallas (6th), Fort Worth (7th), and San Antonio (8th).  (Thumbtack, 6/10/14) 
 

Austin is the 2nd Best City for Women in the Workforce. 
To examine the cites that have the best characteristics to support working women, NerdWallet crunched the numbers to analyze the following 
factors: the median salary for full-time, year-round female workers in each city and included the median gross rent as a proxy to gauge cost of 
living; women’s pay as a percentage of men’s pay to measure the level of income equality; and assessed long-term growth potential in each 
place. Austin boasts the highest population growth rate of the top 10 cities in our list, along with a low cost of living and a small gender pay gap. 
The University of Texas and several technology companies are among the city’s biggest employers. (NerdWallet, 6/9/14) 

 
Austin is No. 5 on Area Development’s “Leading Locations for 2014” ranking of large metros based on economic 
vitality. 
Area Development ranked 379 MSAs across 21 economic and work force indicators. Large metros are those with population over 600,000. The 
ranking of 99 large metros was topped by San Jose, followed by San Francisco, Denver, Nashville and Austin. Austin ranked 15th among all 379 
U.S. metros. Area Development analyzed economic and work force data for 2012–2013 and, in some categories, stretching as far back as 2008. 
The goal was to identify which cities across America are emerging as front-runners in this new era of economic development possibilities — and 
why. A diversified economic base coupled with a proactive approach to creating a healthy business climate for the long run, and investing in 
that future, are traits that move cities to the top ranks. (Area Development, Q2/14) 
 

Texas garners 2014 Gold Shovel Award for Excellence in State Job Creation and Economic Development Efforts. 
Area Development’s annual Gold and Silver Shovel Awards recognize individual states for their economic development prowess. States are 
honored for their achievements in 2013 in garnering company investment and job creation. The top ranked states understand economic 
development and their governors and legislatures work tirelessly to improve infrastructure and establish a cooperative business environment. 
In addition to Texas, Georgia, Missouri, South Carolina and Utah garnered the Gold Shovel. (Area Development, Q2/14) 
 

Austin is America’s Best City for Fitness Tribes, that is, the pursuit of social health activities. 
MyFitnessPall looked at America’s 50 largest cities for the places where fitness tribes thrive, based on two main factors: the abundance of 
parks, group exercise opportunities, participatory sports, and endurance events; and the rate at which MyFitnessPal users in each city add 
friends on the app or share their food diaries. Following Austin at the top of the list were Boston, Long Beach, Washington, and Baltimore. 
(MyFitnessPal, 6/06/14) 
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Austin ranks as the 7th Most LGBT-Friendly City.  
NerdWallet crunched numbers to find the most LGBT-friendly cities by assembling data on the presence of gay community (based on the 
percentage of households with same-sex partners in each city), LGBT-friendly laws and opportunities (based on the Human Rights Campaign’s 
2013 Municipal Equality Index), and LGBT safety and tolerance (based on the number of sexual orientation-related hate crimes per 100,000 
residents in each city). Seattle tops the list, followed by San Francisco, Atlanta, Oakland, Long Beach, Minneapolis, and Austin. (NerdWallet, 
5/27/14) 

 
Austin named 2nd Best City for Renters On the Move. 
Top 10 Cities for Renters on the Move is based on the fastest growing large metros (350,000 or more residents) with rental vacancy rates above 
the national average of 8.2%. These cities were then ranked based on with the percentage population increase from 2010-2012. Austin grew 
6.6% between 2011 and 2012 and the rental vacancy rate is 9.6% according to rent.com. New Orleans, Atlanta, Raleigh and Dallas were also in 
the top 5. (Rent.com, 5/13/14) 

 
Texas is the Best State for Business for the 10th consecutive year. 
In the 10th annual survey of CEOs concerning their views of the best and worst states for business, over 500 CEOs across the U.S. responded. 
Business leaders were asked to grade states with which they were familiar on a variety of measures that CEOs themselves have said are critical. 
These include the tax and regulatory regime, the quality of the workforce and the quality of the living environment. Texas continues its 10-year 
historical position as the best state overall. (Chief Executive, 5/8/14) 

 
Austin is one of the 10 Best Cities to Start a Business. 
NerdWallet compiled its 2014 list of the best cities to start a business in by evaluating the 50 largest cities in the country on the basis of 
indicators representing access to funding, human capital, local economy, business-friendliness, and affordability. Austin (No. 7) is attractive to 
small business owners in a variety of aspects—it is home to a rapidly growing and well-educated population, has a low unemployment rate and 
cost of living and received an “A+” on the Survey of Small Business Friendliness. The lack of a corporate tax is another benefit to Texas 
businesses. Austin’s Small Business Development Program fosters the growth of local business through various tools and resources aimed to 
help small businesses at various levels. Another organizational resource is the Austin Technology Incubator at the University of Texas at Austin, 
which has helped local startups for 25 years. (NerdWallet, 5/7/14) 

 
Austin is the 3rd Best City to Start an Online Business. 
The list, topped by Kansas City, Atlanta, and Austin, considered cost of living, innovation changes and overall atmosphere for entrepreneurs in 
tech friendly cities. If you want to live in the “Live Music Capital of the World” and hob-nob with musicians, artists, and writers at the South by 
Southwest festival then Austin is the place to start your business. In addition to the vibrant music scene, Austin is also gaining in small business 
growth. The cost of living is below the national average in Austin and the University of Texas nearby offers an educated workforce. Texas has no 
corporate income or personal income tax. There is a state business franchise tax that ranges from 0.5% to 1.0%. You are exempt from this tax if 
your business revenues are under $300,000. The rest of the state and local taxes are below the national average, making the city attractive to 
new business. (Highspeedinternet.com, 5/5/14) 

 
Austin ranked No. 3 on Forbes’ Top Large Cities for Jobs list. 
Forbes’ rankings are based on short-, medium- and long-term job creation, going back to 2002, and factor in momentum — whether growth is 
slowing or accelerating. The top of the list includes both cities that have had the most striking comebacks since the Great Recession as well as 
those that have consistently created jobs over the long haul. They compiled separate rankings for large cities (66 metros with nonfarm 
employment over 450,000), as well as medium-size cities and small cities in order to make the comparisons more relevant to each category. 
This year’s large cities list is topped by San Jose, followed by San Francisco, perennial high-flyer Austin, where jobs grew 4.1% last year and 
13.7% since 2008, and Raleigh. Austin and Raleigh routinely attract people and companies from California and the Northeast with lower taxes 
and real estate costs that, on an income basis, are as much as half those in the asset-rich areas. (Forbes, 4/28/14) 

 
Austin is one of the Hottest Startup Cities in the U.S. 
According to RJMetrics, an eCommerce analytics company, “The single biggest input that determines the success of a startup is the quality of its 
human capital. If you want to measure the quality of a startup ecosystem 5 years ago, count the number of companies it has today. If you want 
to predict the quality of a startup ecosystem 5 years from now, measure its human capital.” The company settled on meetup groups and 
meetup group activity as the measure of the human capital of a startup city—meetups are human capital factories, they are where people in 
tech get together to network, talk shop, and learn from each other. Using Meetup’s public API, RJMetrics pulled data on every tech meetup in 
the entire world. They chose the top 30 cities ranked by meetup group membership, then ranked them by the tech industry density, total 
number of meetup groups and percent growth in number of meetup groups in 2013. In order, the top U.S. startup cities are San Francisco, New 
York, Seattle, Washington, and Austin, followed by Boston, Chicago, Mountain View, Palo Alto, and Denver. (RJMetrics, 4/23/14) 

 
Austin is the 3rd Best City for New College Grads. 
This list from Livability.com ranks cities where jobs are available and where new college grads would want to live during all those non-working 
hours. Factors analyzed included such as the number of 25- to 34-year-olds, the availability of rental properties, unemployment rates, 
educational attainment levels, use of public transportation, and the types of jobs these places offer. Cities also had to cater to a younger 
demographic by offering lots of recreational activities, hot nightlife and a hip vibe. According to the article, “Austin holds the highest number of 
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25- to 34-year-olds on this list, and that demographic continues to grow as recent college grads from the University of Texas and beyond look 
for a city where they can find a job, fit in and enjoy a wildly creative culture. The city pulsates with music, art and individuality. Strong support 
of local businesses has kept some colorful independent shops and restaurants in the black. Austin's economy is as diverse as its residents, who 
come from east and west looking for a unique American experience. Major industries here include computer technology, research and 
development, and engineering, but there are also a bevy of entrepreneurs, artists and musicians.”  (Livability.com, 4/20/14) 

 
Two Austin neighborhoods make list of the Top 10 Neighborhoods for Green Homes. 
Seattle-based real estate brokerage Redfin unveiled a list of the top 10 neighborhoods with the largest numbers of green homes in 20 major 
metropolitan markets across the U.S. To compile the list, Redfin analysts searched through homes for sale to find those with "green" features 
mentioned in the listing. The ranking is based on the proportion of "green" listings out of total listings in the neighborhood over the past two 
years. Austin’s Mueller neighborhood is 39% green according to for sale listings and Galindo is 30% green. Two other metros, Raleigh and 
Seattle, also have two neighborhoods in the top 10 list. (Redfin, 4/17/14) 

 
Austin is the No. 2 City for Millennials. 
The Top 25 Cities and Neighborhoods for Millennials ranks the best places for young people to live in the U.S., using more than a dozen factors 
as well as surveys of nearly 500,000 college students and recent grads. No. 1 in the ranking was New York City. Washington, Chicago and San 
Francisco round out the top 5. Census Bureau data on the population 25 to 34 (17% in Austin), rents, income, college grads, racial diversity, and 
unemployment were included in the ranking, as was FBI data on crime rates. Niche.com survey responses regarding best places to live after 
graduation, and about professional sports, shopping, accessibility, nightlife, and cultural attractions were also used. Niche.com provides 
students, families, and professionals with content and insight to find their niche. (Niche Ink, 4/14/14)  

 
Austin is one of the Top 20 Solar Cities by Total Installed Solar PV Capacity. 
Austin ranks 16 among 57 principal U.S. cities ranked by cumulative installed solar PV capacity as of the end of 2013 according to a new report 
from Environment Texas. Austin is credited in the report with 16 MW installed within the city. San Antonio is the only other Texas metro in the 
top 20, ranking 6th with 84 MW installed. Austin was cited among cities streamlining solar permitting and protecting residents’ “solar rights.” 
Austin Energy, the municipal utility serving Austin, has set a goal of installing 200 MW of solar power by 2020 and offers an array of solar 
financing options and monetary incentives to its customers. The total amount of solar PV in Austin was calculated from customer-rebated solar 
PV installations, an estimate of privately-owned non-rebated installations, and utility-scale solar PV projects within the city. Because the 
ranking counts only generation from PV installations within the technical city limits, Austin Energy’s 30-MW solar power generation facility 
which is sited on unincorporated land just beyond city limits was not counted. Environment Texas’ report comes on the heels of a historic deal 
between the City and SunEdison to add an additional 150 MW of solar energy from a west Texas solar farm. (Environment Texas, 4/10/14) 

 
Austin is No. 4 on National Retail Index ranking of investment potential of retail real estate markets based on 
forecast economic, supply and demand conditions. 
Diverse economies with thriving technology, energy and trade drivers characterize the markets leading the rankings in the 2014 National Retail 
Index. High-wage employment in these metros attracts a highly educated population, broadly supporting retail sales. New York, San Francisco 
and San Jose topped the list, with Austin coming it at No. 4. Austin employment will grow at the fastest pace in the nation supported by 
government hiring and a thriving technology sector, boding well for retail operations. The region is home to facilities for industry brands such as 
Apple, Google, Samsung, and Visa. Recently, Apple announced it will manufacture new desktop computers in Austin, helping to create 800 
positions at Flextronics, a hardware provider. Ancillary and startup tech companies will continue to establish new facilities, as additional jobs 
bolster household growth. The metro is expected to expand by nearly 112,000 households in just 5 years. Builders are ramping up single-family 
construction in northern suburbs, while the CBD will gain significant apartment deliveries. (Marcus & Millichap, 4/4/13) 
 

Austin’s economic performance from the recession through the recovery ranks No. 1 according to the Brookings 
Metro Monitor.  
The Metro Monitor tracks the performance of the 100 largest U.S. metropolitan areas on four indicators: jobs, unemployment, output (gross 
product), and house prices. For the combined recession and recovery period, Austin ranks No. 1 in Brooking’s “overall” ranking of the 100 
largest U.S. metros for performance across all 4 indicators. Austin ranks No. 1 for job growth, No. 10 for unemployment change, No. 2 for gross 
metro product growth, and No. 1 for house prices change.  (Brookings Institute, 4/2/14) 
 

Austin ranks No. 1 for 2012-2013 population growth among the 100 largest U.S. metros.  
The 5-county Austin MSA grew by nearly 48,000 persons or 2.6% between 2012 and 2013. Among all 381 U.S. metros, Austin ranked 8th for the 
rate of growth and 12th for numeric change. Hays County, which grew by 4.1%, ranks as 10th fastest growing among counties with more than 
10,000 population. (U.S. Census Bureau, 3/27/14) 

 
Texas ranks 2nd in Green Job Creation. 
Texas projects involving clean-energy production and energy-efficient transportation added 6,368 positions last year, according to a report by 
Environmental Entrepreneurs. The state ranked No. 2 behind California’s 15,397 jobs. While the majority of the projects announced in the Lone 
Star State were in the wind industry, two large announcements – one in the solar industry, the other in public transportation – together 
accounted for more than half the state’s total. Nest Labs’ announcement of 140 new jobs in Austin was also noted. Texas was No. 1 in new jobs 
in the fourth quarter with about 3,286 new jobs created. Environmental Entrepreneurs (E2) describes itself as is a national community of 
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business leaders who promote sound environmental policy that builds economic prosperity. This is its second annual study looking at jobs in 
power generation and manufacturing, building efficiency, public transportation and other sectors. (Environmental Entrepreneurs, 3/13/14) 

 
Austin takes the top spot on Forbes’ annual list of America’s Fastest-Growing Cities for the 4th year in a row.  
Forbes’ ranking of the 100 most populous U.S. metropolitan areas on the basis of 6 metrics (estimated rates of population growth for 2013 and 
2014, year-over-year job growth for 2013, and the rate of gross metro product growth for 2013, unemployment data, and median salaries for 
local college-educated workers) produces their annual list of the 20 fastest-growing metro areas in America in terms of population and 
economy. Following Austin in the list are Raleigh, Phoenix, Dallas and Salt Lake City. Houston and San Antonio also make the top 20. Given its 
business-friendly regulatory environment, lack of state income tax for corporations or people, and highly educated labor market, it’s perhaps 
not surprising that Texas continue to grow. With Austin’s estimated 2.5% population growth rate for 2013—the highest of all the geographic 
regions—and an economy that expanded 5.9% last year, it’s hard for other cities to compete. In addition to major corporations like Whole 
Foods and Dell, Austin now boasts some 4,000 technology companies which represent about 35% of the area’s total payroll. Athena Health is 
bringing 607 jobs to Austin, and San Francisco-based Dropbox is expanding as well. (Forbes, 2/14/14) 
 

Texas is Now the Largest Technology Exporting State. 
Technology merchandise exports from Texas to the world totaled $45 billion in 2012, surpassing California for the first time. Texas is now the 
largest tech exporting state, according to TechAmerica Foundation’s Tech Trade in the States 2014. Texas tech exports increased 7% or by $3 
billion from 2011. Technology exports accounted for 17% of all exports from Texas in 2012, compared to 13% nationally. Texas also ranks first 
or second in every technology export sector examined. Texas was the leading exporter of semiconductors and other electrical components, 
communications equipment, and computer equipment in 2012. Texas’s tech exports support 331,000 jobs. Together, Texas and California 
accounted for nearly half of all jobs supported by tech exports. (TechAmerica Foundation, 2/11/14) 
 

Texas ranked as the top exporting state in 2013. 
Texas, with exports of $279.7 billion, was one of 16 states setting new records for merchandise exports in 2013. The next largest exporters after 
Texas are California with 2013 exports of $168.1B, New York with $84.0B, and Washington with $81.9B. Texas has been the nation’s top 
exporting state since overtaking California in 2002. Texas’ exports in 2013 were 5.7% higher than 2012, compared to 2.1% for the nation. Texas 
ranks 8th among the 50 states and District of Columbia for growth between 2012 and 2013. Washington grew by 8.4%, ranking 4th. California’s 
exports grew by 3.9% and New York’s by 3.2%. Texas’ largest market was Mexico ($101.0B or 36.1% of the state’s total merchandise exports). 
Mexico was followed by Canada, Brazil, China, and the Netherlands. The state's largest merchandise export category is petroleum and coal 
products, which accounted for $61.0B of Texas's total merchandise exports in 2013. Other top merchandise exports are computers and 
electronics, chemicals, machinery, and transportation equipment. Over a quarter of all manufacturing workers in Texas depend on exports for 
their jobs. (U.S. Dept. of Commerce, 2/11/14) 
 

Austin is No. 6 on U-Haul’s Top Destination Cities Report on U.S. movers in 2013. 
The ranking reflects destinations for movers renting a truck one way and considers every city in the country, regardless of size. The U-Haul 2013 
Top 50 U.S. Destination Cities Report was compiled from more than 1.7 million one-way U-Haul truck transactions occurring during the year. 
Preceding Austin at No. 6 in the list were Houston, Orlando, Las Vegas, Chicago and San Antonio. (U-Haul, 4/10/14) 
 

Austin is ranked one of 10 Best Cities to Dine with Your Valentine. 
Trulia looked at metropolitan areas with high concentrations of restaurants and bars and evaluated the cities based on how exciting, romantic, 
delicious or interesting the food and bar scenes are. Austin is the “Live Music Capital of the World” and home to hundreds of live music venues 
where you can stumble into a joint and catch an amazing local act any night of the week. Located in the heart of Texas—but viewed by many 
traditional Texans as another world–”Keep Austin Weird” has been a local motto for years and is used to promote Austin’s eccentricity and 
diversity. BBQ is the Texas standard, and you can find the famously delicious joints within Austin city limits. But if you’re interested in 
something a little more “weird,” try SoCo, a shopping district stretching down South Congress Avenue from Downtown. The area is home to 
coffee shops, eccentric stores, restaurants, food trucks, trailers, and festivals. (Trulia, 2/6/14) 
 
Austin is No. 7 on inaugural City Momentum Index, a global list of highly dynamic cities. 
Jones Lang LaSalle’s City Momentum Index assesses 111 cities world-wide that were shortlisted on the basis of population, GDP, corporate 
presence, air connectivity, real estate investment activity and commercial real estate stock. The top 20 cities demonstrate the combination of 
strong short term socio-economic and commercial real estate momentum and longer term foundations for success. According to Jeremy Kelly, 
Director, Global Research: “City momentum is about far more than just raw GDP growth. The true foundation of highly dynamic cities emerges 
from such factors as speed of innovation and creation of cutting-edge businesses along with new building construction, property price 
movement and investment in real estate from cross-border investors and corporations.” The Index is based on 34 short-term and long-term 
measures of dynamism in infrastructure, connectivity and innovation expected to steer investment and location decisions in the future. While 
globalization and technology are helping the world’s elite cities to acquire greater power and influence, it is also enabling some smaller cities, 
such as Austin, the smallest city in the top 20, to gain rapid momentum and achieve a global position by developing environments conducive to 
innovative and creative activity. Austin was described as “one of the most successful small- to mid-sized cities among the advanced nations. Its 
young and highly-skilled population, favorable business environment and low costs are supporting strong city momentum, particularly in 
Austin’s high-tech sectors. A reputation for cultural vibrancy is also helping the city to retain and attract new talent.” The U.S. cities preceding 
Austin in the Global Top 20 were San Francisco (No. 1) and New York (No. 6). (Jones Lang LaSalle, 1/22/14) 
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Austin is Best City for Job Seekers. 
NerdWallet ranked the list by focusing on three questions: job availability, city growth, and affordability. Austin snagged its top ranking, in part, 
by having the biggest growth in working-age population. The presence of major tech employers in Dell and IBM (each employs thousands) also 
helped, as well as numerous opportunities available for networking and job skill development. Rounding out the top three cities for job seekers 
are Washington DC, and Fort Worth. Elsewhere in Texas, San Antonio was ranked No. 10 for job seekers. Dallas was not too far behind at No. 
13. Arlington (16th) and Houston (18th) round out the other Texas metros which are good for job seekers. (NerdWallet Finance, 1/7/13) 

 
Austin is No. 3 on list of top 40 international Holiday Hotspots for 2014. 
Americans are well aware that this is Texas's coolest city, but a few happenings this year will help put Austin on the map for international 
travellers, too. British Airways now flies there non-stop from Heathrow 5 days a week; Terence Malick's as-yet-untitled new project features 
the city along with an epic cast; and hoteliers are cottoning on to its appeal: Austin-based healthy eating chain Whole Foods is planning its first 
health resort, and Mexico's hip Habita hotel group has its own impending opening. For now, the London-based Guardian newspaper names 
Hotel Saint Cecilia and Hotel San Jose as the best places to stay. (The Guardian, 1/3/14) 
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2013 RANKINGS 
 
Austin is the U.S. metro with the Most Economic Momentum Going into 2014. 
Most of the strongest local economies combine the positive characteristics associated with blue states — educated people, tech-oriented 
industries, racial diversity — with largely red, pro-business administrations. This is epitomized by the top-ranked metro area, Austin, Texas, 
which has enjoyed double-digit growth in GDP, jobs, population and birthrate since 2007. The Texas capital has a very strong hipster reputation, 
attracting many of the same people who might otherwise end up in Silicon Valley or San Francisco, but it also boasts the low taxes, light 
regulation and reasonable housing prices that keep migrants there well past their 30s. Researchers crunched a range of indicative data from 
2007 to today for the nation’s 52 largest metros to identify the regions with the most momentum coming out of the recession. To gauge 
economic vitality, they used four metrics: GDP growth, job growth, real median household income growth and current unemployment. To 
measure demographic strength they looked at population growth, birth rate, domestic migration and the change in educational attainment. 
First ranked Austin scored 82.8, significantly ahead of second-ranked San Antonio which scored 69.7. (NewGeography.com, 12/26/13) 

 
Where Working-Age Americans are Moving: Austin is the No. 4 Youth Magnet City and also No. 5 for Where 
Mature Workers are Moving. 
Forbes’ analysis is based on 15-year age cohorts of the working-age population: people who aged from 15-29 in 2007 to 20-34 in 2012, people 
who aged from 30-44 in 2007 to 35-49 in 2012, and people who aged from 45-59 in 2007 to 50-64 in 2012. They looked at the 5-year changes in 
the population numbers of these cohorts in the 51 U.S. metropolitan statistical areas with a population over 1 million. San Francisco led with 
the youngest age cohort, followed by Seattle, Washington DC, and Austin (where population in this group is up 18.1%). Austin does not make 
the top 10 for where workers go after 35, but it is No. 5 in the mature adult market (following New Orleans, San Antonio, and Tampa). (Forbes, 
12/19/13) 

 
Texas is No. 12 in Bloomberg ranking of the Top 20 Most Innovative States. 
Bloomberg ranked the states based on scores for 6 factors representing innovation: STEM professionals as a percentage of state population 
(Texas: 1.96%), science and tech degree holders as a percentage of state population (Texas: 6.25%), utility patents granted as a percentage of 
U.S. total (Texas: 6.92%), state government R&D spending as a percentage of U.S. total (Texas: 3.37%), gross state product per employed 
person (Texas: $104,659), 3-year change in productivity (Texas: 5.7%), and public tech companies as a percentage of all public companies based 
in the state (Texas: 12.45%). An abundance of STEM professionals and tech companies made Washington, California and Massachusetts the 
most innovative states. (Bloomberg, 12/18/13) 

 
San Marcos is one of the Top 10 Most Exciting Small Cities in America. 
Motovo’s sought to identify places allow you to enjoy the lifestyle that comes with living in a smaller city, but where people can still do some 
really big things. They came up with is a combination of 6 criteria designed to put excitement into a tangible form: nightlife (bars, clubs, 
comedy, etc.), live music venues, active life options (parks, outdoor activities, etc.), fast food restaurants (the fewer the better), and young 
residents ages 20 to 34 (the higher the better). Each of these was measured on a per capita basis for 140 cities with populations between 
50,000 and 60,000 residents. San Marcos, TX ranked as the 8th most exciting small city on the list. San Marcos, home to Texas State University, 
ranked second in both active lifestyle options and 20-34 population, which currently stands at 44%. “San Marvelous,” as its nicknamed, offers 
lots of reasons to get outdoors, such as the Meadows Center Glass-bottom Boat Tours and a chance to go spelunking in the Wonder World 
caves. From caverns to taverns, nightlife in San Marcos is headlined by the likes of the Tap Room, Zelicks Icehouse, and the Triple Crown. 
(Movoto.com, 12/18/13) 
 

Texas is No. 3 on Business Policy Index ranking on policy measures & costs impacting small business & 
entrepreneurship.  
SBE Council’s index ranks the 50 states according to 47 different policy measures, including a wide array of tax, regulatory and government 
spending measurements. The states that have the most entrepreneur-friendly policies in 2013 are: South Dakota, Nevada, Texas, Wyoming, and 
Florida. In contrast, the states with the least friendly policy environments for small businesses are: California, New Jersey, Vermont, New York, 
and Hawaii. The top states on the Small Business Policy Index 2013 are streamlining government and lifting burdens like excessive taxation and 
regulation. They are passing responsible budgets, and living within their means. The states are compared and ranked according to how state 
and local government policies impact costs and incentives for entrepreneurship and investment. In turn, such risk taking is critical to economic 
growth, income growth and job creation. Texas key policy positives, which include no personal, corporate income, capital gains and death taxes, 
combine with other favorable policy attributes that have fueled a business "TEXodus" to the Lone Star State. Texas has become a hotbed for 
innovation and high technology. It boasts more than 15,000 tech firms and ranks #2 nationally for computer and video game employment. 
(Small Business & Entrepreneurship Council, 12/12/13) 
 

Austin has the 3rd lowest crime rate among cities with 500,000 or more population.  
Of the 32 U.S. cities with 500,000 or more population, the lowest crime rates are in El Paso, New York, Austin, San Diego, and Los Angeles. CQ 
Press’ methodology involves creating a score for each city using the FBI’s crime rate data for 6 of the 7 FBI crime index categories (larceny-theft 
is omitted). A score is calculated for each city that is a summary of the percent differences of the reported crime rate from the national rate of 6 
crime types. The use of percent difference for each crime separately eliminates weighting more frequent crimes more heavily. (CQ Press, 
12/6/13) 
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Austin is the No. 1 Best-Performing City in annual assessment of Where America’s Jobs are Created and 
Sustained. 
“Austin’s technology base is highly diversified and has been performing admirably,” report the authors of Best- Performing Cities 2013. The 
Milken Institute’s annual index applies a fact-based, comprehensive metric system across metropolitan areas highlighting the job, wage, and 
technology trends that shape current and future prospects. “This year’s Best-Performing City, Austin, is a case study in concocting the proper 
recipe for economic vitality. A rising technology center, it is creating high-quality jobs that improve the region’s overall wage structure. 
Economic development officials rightly tout its business-friendly, low-tax, low-regulation climate when recruiting outside the state, particularly 
when soliciting California firms. They also herald the business startups of local entrepreneurs, the spinouts from the University of Texas at 
Austin, and the number and quality of UT graduates. Austin’s technology base is fairly diversified: hardware, chips and communication gear, 
computer system design, Internet-related services, and biomedical research. The metro has its share of homegrown tech companies—Dell, 
Freescale Semiconductor, and National Instruments among them—and has been successful at attracting technology icons from elsewhere as 
well. The financial services sector is also adding jobs.” (Milken Institute, 12/5/13) 

 
Texas is No. 3 in Top U.S. Business Climate ranking. 
Site Selection’s annual ranking of states’ attractiveness to corporate facility investors is topped by Georgia, then North Carolina, Texas, Ohio, 
and Tennessee. The ranking is based 50% on a survey of corporate site selectors (they ranked Georgia fourth best; Texas, South Carolina and 
North Carolina fared better) and 50% on a set of criteria that includes the states’ competitiveness rank (Texas was No. 1 when the magazine did 
this ranking in the May issue), qualified projects so far in 2013 and on a per capita basis, and state tax burdens on new and mature firms as 
compiled by the Tax Foundation and KPMG Location Matters analysis. Qualified projects means a new or expanded commercial facility of at 
least $1 million investment, creation of 50 or more new jobs or a minimum of 20,000 sq. ft. (1,850 sq. m.) of new space. (Site Selection, 11/13) 

 
Cedar Park ranks as the third Best Small City to Move To. 
Movoto Real Estate’s ranking is based on data on cost of living, crime, household income, unemployment, home prices, and home sales per 
capita for 100 cities with populations under 60,000. Cedar Park has the lowest crime rate in this top 10 ranking at 51% below the national 
average. Its median household income of $70,914 is 34% above the average for the rest of the country, and at $258,000 its median home price 
is 30% above the associated average. With one house on the market for every 182 residents, it might be harder to find a home there compared 
to the top two small cities (Rowlett, TX and Idaho Falls, ID). At 5.2%, Cedar Park has the second-lowest unemployment rate in the top 10; it is 
28% below the national average. Cedar Park also appeared on Movoto’s October ranking of best suburbs in the country. (Movoto.com, 
11/12/13) 
 

Austin is one of 10 global Cities to Watch in assessment of 150 city indexes and benchmarking studies.  
Measurement of the present and future performance of cities has never been more important and Jones Lang LaSalle makes a valuable 
contribution in assembling a report encompassing over 150 indexes, benchmarks, and rankings from around the world. Out of this 
comprehensive analysis, JLL identifies 10 cities with the potential to achieve global status. Austin is described as perhaps the most successful 
post-financial crisis North American metro. Its large, young and highly skilled population, competitive business environment and low costs have 
generated rapid job creation in high-tech sectors. This has resulted in impressive technology rankings for the city, including a 43rd place in 
global commercial innovation, as well as a top spot nationally for small business vitality. Austin has benefited from public-sector resilience to 
economic shocks in industry, and has achieved recognition for its cultural vibrancy. The other cities singled out are Brisbane, Calgary, Colombo, 
Nairobi, Nanjing, Riyadh, Santiago de Chile, Shenzhen, and Tel Aviv. (Jones Lang LaSalle, 11/13) 

 
Austin is No. 2 on Livability Index list of the Best U.S. Cities for People 35 and Under. 
News site Vocative.com started with the 50 most populous cities in the country, according to the 2010 census, and pared down results from 
there using Open Internet sources. Their Livability Index takes into account essential indicators for those between 18 and 35, like average 
salary, employment rates, and the cost of rent and utilities measured against everyday factors like bike lanes for commuting, low-cost 
broadband and the availability of good, cheap takeout. They also considered quirky lifestyle metrics like number of vintage stores and coffee 
shops per 100,000 people, Austin ranks second, behind Portland, Ore. and ahead of San Francisco, Seattle and Minneapolis. (Vocativ.com, 
11/7/13) 

 
Austin ranks as the 6th Most Tech-Savvy Digital City. 
Austin tied with Chicago for 6th place among cities with 250,000 or more population in this 13th annual ranking. Top-ranked cities improved 
transparency with open government initiatives and access to city services via mobile apps. The cities eliminated waste and enhanced service 
levels using agile project management, and reduced costs and improved services through advanced analytics and performance measures. The 
cities honored reflect public administrators and IT professionals wisely adopting technologies with a readiness to share with others serving 
public interests. The Center for Digital Government is a national research and advisory institute on information technology policies and best 
practices in state and local government. (Center for Digital Government, 11/7/13) 

 
Austin is No. 7 on annual “Markets to Watch” ranking for overall real estate prospects. 
Austin one of the best markets for investment prospects in each of the last three years. According to the 2014 edition Emerging Trends in Real 
Estate, Austin’s outlook for both investment and development is considered “good” by survey respondents and is in the top ten compared with 
all markets. The editors noted that the Texas state capital metro area continues to be a favorite of interviewees and interest in it is now at a 
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point where investors are willing to take on more risk—“Austin’s expansion will lead the state over the coming year, driven by solid growth in 
housing construction and technology-related industries. In-migration of professionals in those industries will lift multifamily and subsequently 
single-family construction. Austin will continue to attract relocating companies aiming to take advantage of relatively lower business costs, 
lower taxes, and a highly trained workforce. Longer term, the metro area’s well-educated workforce, high concentration of technology 
businesses, and population gains double to triple the national pace will keep the Austin economy growing.” (Urban Land Institute, 11/7/13) 
 

Austin is one of America’s Most Hipster Cities. 
Thrillist’s premise is that Williamsburg, Brooklyn is the epicenter of the American hipster but concedes that, it's hardly the only place in the 
country where vegan, handlebar-mustachioed trustafarians ride their single-speeds to nanobreweries inside organic farm-to-table restaurants 
inside abandoned artist lofts tricked out with rooftop gardens where they grow only kale. Their list identifies the 10 cities are vying for the title 
of hipster-est (behind Williamsburg). The list is topped by Seattle, followed by Eugene, Austin, Ashville, Oakland, Boulder, Savannah, Venice 
Beach, Louisville, and Baltimore. (Thrillist, 11/7/13) 

 
Austin ranks as the 5th Best Place for Veterans to Find Jobs. 
USAA and Hiring Our Heroes commissioned Sperling's BestPlaces to create a list to help veterans as they transition from the armed forces to 
civilian life. The 2013 list highlights the best places in the nation for veterans to find military skill-related jobs. Variables employed in the 
assessment include military skill-related jobs, number of government jobs, recent job growth, presence of colleges and universities, 
unemployment rate, volume of DoD contracts, health resources, VA hospitals, cost of living, and violent crime rates. The top 10 are Houston, 
Dallas, Minneapolis, Oklahoma City, Austin, Norfolk, Tampa, Salt Lake City, Orlando, and Fort Lauderdale. (United Services Automobile 
Association, 10/30/13) 

 
Austin ranks 4th on list of Top 10 Cities for Electric Vehicles. 
Electric vehicle charging station network ChargePoint determined the top cities for electric vehicles based on per capita rates of electric vehicle 
ownership and public charging stations. The top cities are San Francisco, Seattle, San Diego, Austin, Honolulu, Los Angeles, Portland, Detroit, 
Washington, Boston. (ChargePoint, 10/25/13) 

 
Austin is No. 1 on list of the Cities Creating the Most Middle-Class Jobs. 
Forbes and Joel Kotkin assessed employment data for the five years since the recession in the 51 metropolitan statistical areas with over 1 
million people. Only eight metro areas that boast more middle-income jobs today than in 2007. Austin has added 17,000 mid-skill jobs—an 
increase of 7.6%–among the 95,000 new jobs generated in the region. Austin is followed in the list by Houston, San Antonio, Dallas and 
Oklahoma City. Texas has not only created the most middle-income jobs, but a remarkable one-third of all net high-wage jobs created over the 
past decade. (Forbes, 10/24/13) 

 
Austin tops On Numbers Economic Index ranking of the economic vitality of 102 metropolitan areas. 
The On Numbers Economic Index measures the relative vitality of 102 major metropolitan areas with populations of more than 500,000. Its 18-
part formula assesses private-sector job growth, unemployment, personal earnings, housing-price appreciation, and construction and retail 
activity. Austin has occupied first place 9 times in the last 15 months, never finishing lower than third. It has added 67,800 private-sector jobs 
during the last 5 years, an increase of 11%. No other market has grown faster than 8%. Following Austin in the ranking are Dallas-Fort Worth, 
Provo, Houston and San Jose. (The Business Journals, 10/24/13) 

 
Three Austin-area communities—Georgetown, Round Rock and Cedar Park—rank in the top 5 of America’s Best 
Suburbs.  
The Movoto Real Estate Blog put together a ranking of the 10 best suburbs in America, based on criteria including cost of living, safety, 
education, and amenities. Movoto looked at the three largest suburbs surrounding each of the 25 largest U.S. cities. At the top of the list is 
Westerville, OH, a suburb of Columbus, followed by Plano, TX, and the Austin metro’s Georgetown, Round Rock and Cedar Park. Georgetown 
was singled out for its low crime rate, low cost of living, and high student-teacher ratio. Round Rock was also relatively safe and enjoys high 
household incomes and low unemployment. Cedar Park ranked safer than any Texas suburb in the analysis, and enjoys a relatively low student-
teacher ratio and low unemployment. (Movoto.com, 10/24/13) 

 
Austin’s economy has the 9th largest percentage of international trade in Brookings’ study of global and 
domestic goods trade. 
A new Brookings’ study reveals the metropolitan areas most heavily oriented toward international trade. These highly globally oriented metros 
tend to produce and consume more products in advanced industries. Austin’s economy had the 9th highest percentage of international trade 
among metros nationwide, at 22.3%. The list was led by the San Jose at 35.9%. Houston was the only other Texas metro to make the top 10 at 
23.9%, ranking No. 5. Austin’s trade is highly specialized in electronics, a high-value product driving Austin’s innovation-rich economy. Austin is 
8th in the report’s ranking of the largest surpluses in advanced industry-related commodities. (Brookings Institution, 10/22/13)  
 

Austin is the Best City for Twentysomethings. 
This ranking of the 50 largest U.S. metros by a credit card comparison website focused on percent of population aged 20-29, 2-bedroom 
apartment rents, bars per capita, population growth and the unemployment rate. With the exception of its fairly high rent costs, Austin ranks in 
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the top 5 for every other category, including first for population growth. People flock to the city for its warm weather, lively atmosphere, and 
strong job market. From live music to outdoor sports to food trucks, Austin has a lot to offer young adults. (CreditDonkey, 10/8/13) 

 
The University of Texas at Austin is one of only two Texas schools to make the top 100 on a list of the best 
universities in the world. 
UT is the top Texas university on list, coming in 27th on the Times Higher Education World University Rankings 2013-2014. Houston's Rice 
University ranks No. 65. The California Institute of Technology was ranked No. 1. The annual global university study, which ranks 400 "world-
class universities," is the only one that judges schools across all their core missions — including teaching, research, knowledge transfer and 
international outlook. UT had an overall score of 72.2 out of 100, with a score of 64.7 for teaching, 42.4 for international outlook, 59.6 for 
industry income, 69 for research and 91.3 for citations. (Times Higher Education, 10/2/13) 
 

Austin on global list 10 Up & Coming Cities for Entrepreneurs. 
Forbes looked at dozens of cities around the world that are doing big things to inspire and support entrepreneurship and produced this list as a 
sampling of where they think the biggest job centers will be over the next ten years. According to Forbes, Austin has been buzzing for a few 
years now, is a great place to start a company, and is loaded with young professionals. Big events like South by Southwest and the Film + 
Interactive Festival fuel creativity and start-up activity. (Forbes, 9/25/13) 

 
Austin ranks No. 6 in a listing of the most energy-efficient U.S. cities. 
Austin scored 62.00 out of a possible 100. Boston received the highest overall score, 76.75, followed by Portland, Ore., New York City, San 
Francisco and Seattle. The inaugural City Energy Efficiency Scorecard evaluated the 34 most populous U.S. cities. Austin was also found to be 
the city furthest ahead of its state on energy efficiency policy and implementation. (American Council for an Energy-Efficient Economy, 9/13) 

 
Austin is the Best City for Small Business. 
NerdWallet examined the top 20 biggest U.S. cities to find out how welcoming they are to small businesses. They scored each city using data on 
local taxes, growth rates from the Milken Institute’s 2012 Best Performing Cities survey, and business owner opinions of the local regulatory 
environment from the 2013 Thumbtack Small Business Friendliness Survey. Four of the top 10 cities are located in tax friendly Texas. Austin is 
home to tech giants like Dell and IBM, but the city proves equally friendly to small businesses. Austin scores highly thanks to no state or local 
personal income taxes and its 2nd place rank in the Milken Institute’s 2012 Best Performing Cities for favorable growth prospects in technology, 
real wages and jobs. Austin also scored 2nd for its hassle-free business licensing requirements, according to data from Thumbtack’s 2013 Small 
Business Friendliness Survey. (NerdWallet.com, 8/26/13) 

 
Austin is one of the Top 20 Meetings Destinations. 
Cvent identifies the most population destinations for meeting planners by ranking 5,700 cities based on meeting and event booking activity, as 
well as the number of meeting venues in the area. Austin advanced 4 places over last year. (Cvent, 8/22/13) 

 
Austin ranks 4th on America’s Thriving Cities list. 
To find the country’s top 20 thriving cities, The Daily Beast looked at the 100 largest cities in the U.S. and compared them based on variables 
representing population growth, employment and earnings, market strength, infrastructure, and intellectual capital. They used data from the 
U.S. Census, the Bureau of Labor Statistics, the Equality of Opportunity Project, Moody’s Credit Services, Zillow, and the U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office. The top five were Irvine, San Jose, Fremont, Austin, and San Francisco. (The Daily Beast, 8/19/13) 

 
Austin is a leader among the top high tech markets in the U.S. according to JLL’s 2013 industry outlook. 
High tech services employment growth is 2.2 times overall U.S. employment growth and high tech giants are increasingly looking beyond the 
traditional markets of Silicon Valley, New York, Seattle and Boston to set up additional offices. Austin is one of JLL’s leading markets showing 
strong momentum in high tech industry growth. High tech services accounts for 15% of Austin’s office employment and high tech services 
growth in 2012 was 17%. Patent activity and venture capital funding also help Austin stack up as one of JLL’s core high tech markets. Recent 
lease activity shows unmistakable organic growth among Austin area high tech companies. The relatively low cost of living and no state income 
tax are economic draws attracting national high tech investments. The educated workforce eases recruitment as does the general quality of life 
and cool factor that Austin provides through its live music scene. (JonesLangLaSalle, 8/14/13) 

 
Google names Austin the digital capital of Texas. 
The Google eCity Awards recognize the digital capitals of each state. The Google eCity Award recognizes the strongest online business 
community in each state. Google and independent research firm Ipsos MORI analyzed the online strength of local small businesses in cities in all 
fifty states. The city with the highest scores in each state was designated a 2013 Google eCity. (Google, 8/13/13) 
 

Austin heads list of Best Cities for Job Growth. 
Texas offers a sharp contrast to California when it comes to taxes, regulation and business costs and companies are increasingly picking Texas 
when forced to choose. Austin leads a list of 7 Texas metros that rank among the 10 areas expected to have the fastest job growth through 
2015 (among the 200 largest metros areas). Austin’s employment is expected to increase 4% annually. Accenture, AT&T and Time Warner Cable 
all announced major expansions of their operations in Austin already this year. National Instruments, which makes test and measurement 
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hardware and software systems, said in February it would add 1,000 jobs in Austin with an average wage of $72,223. The company is known for 
many of its hires coming straight out of college and Austin offers a fresh crop every year as the home to the flagship campus of the UT system. 
Late last year, Visa announced a new software development center in Austin that will add nearly 800 jobs at an average salary of $112,000. 
(Forbes, 8/7/13) 

 
Best Places for Business & Careers: Austin is No. 14 
Moody's Analytics projects that Austin's economy will expand the fastest in the U.S. through 2015 at 5.8% annually. People are flocking to 
Austin to take advantage of companies hiring and the city’s cool reputation (see “Austin heads list of Best Cities for Job Growth” above). The 
metro boasts a net migration rate that is the third fastest in the country over the past 5 years. Population growth is triple the national average. 
Austin ranks No. 14 this years’ list of the Best Places for Business and Careers and the editors note that the only thing preventing a higher 
showing are business and living costs that exceed the national average. Des Moines, Provo, Raleigh, Lincoln, and Nashville make up the top 5. 
(Forbes, 8/7/13) 

 
Austin is the 7th most affordable city to have a baby. 
Real estate firm Redfin ranked 40 cities based on costs for housing, childcare, baby Items, healthcare and utilities consumed in baby's first year. 
The most expensive U.S. city to have a baby is San Jose, where the average total cost of a newborn's first year was $41,600, compared to 
$26,000 for the average U.S. family. Total costs in Austin were $21,700, well below the U.S. average. Since housing is one of the most costly 
aspects of raising a new child, Redfin calculated the average cost of upgrading from a 2-bedroom home to a 3-bedroom home. For example, an 
additional bedroom in San Jose costs about $225,000 or $19,900 per year in additional mortgage payments on a 30-year fixed 4.5%. In Austin, a 
third bedroom costs about or $6,100 per year in additional mortgage payments. The other major expense is childcare and that averaged $6,100 
in Austin compared to $12,600 in San Jose. (Redfin, 8/7/13) 

 
Texas has the Best Business Climate in Business Facilities annual ranking. 
Texas continued to show dominance across several of the magazine’s flagship rankings categories, something you would expect from the 
nation’s most dynamic state economy. In addition to repeating as the top-ranked state for Best Business Climate, Texas snared no. 1 rankings 
for Best Infrastructure, Natural Gas Production Leaders, Most FTZ Activity, and Installed Wind Power Capacity Leaders. Texas other top-10 
finishes include No. 3 for Economic Growth Potential, no. 2 in Data Center Leaders, no. 3 in Aerospace/Defense Industry Leaders, no. 5 in 
Biotechnology Strength Employment Leaders, no. 5 in Nuclear Power Generation Leaders, no. 4 in Credit Quality and no. 4 in Renewable Energy 
Leaders (Capacity). Texas was the first state in the U.S. to bounce back to pre-Recession employment levels in 2011. While Texas’ natural 
supremacy in the oil and gas sector was the turbocharger that kept its jobs engine humming during tough times, Texas has executed a diverse 
and aggressive economic development strategy which has seen it become a global leader in semiconductors and a rising star in other high-tech 
growth sectors including bioscience, supported by a world-class university system. Apple’s new global Operations Center is bringing more than 
3,600 new jobs to the state capital. (Business Facilities, 7-8/13)  

 
Top States for Doing Business 2013: Texas on Top . . . Again. 
Area Development’s fourth annual Top States for Doing Business survey of site consultants ranks the states based on 17 weighted categories 
addressing business environment, labor climate, infrastructure and global access. Texas strengths include a pro-business environment, strong 
work force, and an infrastructure that allows efficient access to global markets. Texas has no personal income tax and no corporate income tax 
— a huge incentive for companies to locate or expand in Texas. Therefore, it is not surprising that Texas has accounted for 33% of the nation’s 
net job gains over the past decade. Texas also offers a highly skilled, productive work force of over 12 million people with a wide range of skill 
sets. The unemployment rate is currently about 6.5% — the lowest of the 10 most-populated states. Manufacturing and distribution are well-
supported by a modern, highly integrated transportation infrastructure of rail, highway, air, deepwater ports, and several large, well-planned 
intermodal complexes. Texas’ central location within North America facilitates domestic and international transportation, as well as easy access 
to markets. This infrastructure support has helped Texas be the number-one exporting state in the U.S. for 11 years in a row. (Area 
Development, Summer ’13) 

 
Austin is No. 9 on global list of Most Active Cities for Startups. 
SeedTable is a discovery platform built on-top of the data in Crunchbase. It lets users analyze and discover start-ups using a variety of criteria. 
Crunchbase tracks startups founded, receiving angel or venture capital funding, or acquired. For the 12 months ending in July 2013, the most 
active cities were San Francisco, New York, London (UK), Palo Alto, Boston, Seattle, Cambridge (USA), Mountain View, Austin and Chicago. 
(SeedTable.com, 7/31/13) 
 

Austin is one of America's Top 20 Engineering Hubs: The Cities with the Greatest Capacity for Innovation. 
America’s industrial history shows that regions where engineers concentrate can expect the greatest capacity for innovation, and, for the most 
part, regions with higher concentrations of engineers tend to do better and to seize the leadership of key industries. NewGeography examined 
the 85 largest metros for their concentrations of engineering talent and how they fit into three essential industries—information technology, 
energy and manufacturing. Based on engineers per 1,000 employees, Austin ranked 19th. (NewGeography.com, 7/31/13) 
 

Austin is the No. 1 “Aspirational City”—Offering Both Jobs & Culture. 
A city at its best, wrote the philosopher René Descartes, provides “an inventory of the possible,” that is a place where people go to change their 
circumstances and improve their lives. To determine America’s current aspirational hotspots, this ranking focused in large part on economic 
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indicators, such as employment growth, per capita income, and unemployment, as well as demographic factors, such as the growth of domestic 
migration and the movement of college-educated people and the foreign born. Additional quality-of-life factors were also considered. 
Aspirational cities are where people expect to find not just economic and cultural opportunity but a cost structure that allows them to enjoy 
their success to the fullest extent. Both No. 1, Austin, and No. 2, New Orleans, are places where people can enjoy the cultural amenities and 
attitudes of “progressive” blue states but in a distinctly red-state environment of low costs, less regulation, and lower taxes. These places have 
lured companies and people from more expensive regions, notably California and the Northeast, by being not only culturally rich but also 
amenable to building a career, buying a home and, ultimately, raising a family in relative comfort. (NewGeography.com, 7/30/13) 
 

Austin is the 4th Hardest Working City in America. 
Austin ranked as the fourth hardest working city in America, according to Movoto.com’s ranking of the 50 largest cities in America. Seattle 
ranked as first on the list and four additional cities placed in the Top 10, including second and third place Arlington and Fort Worth, 
respectively. Rounding out the Top 10 was 5th place San Jose followed by San Francisco, Dallas, Virginia Beach, Washington DC, and Houston. 
Movoto used 7 variables to calculate a score for the final ranking. The variables included average hours worked per week, unemployment rate, 
commute time, employed workers per household, hours volunteered per year, lack of sleep, and cost of living. According to Movoto, Austin 
ranked highly on the list due to long work hours, volunteer work, and workers per household. (Movoto.com, 7/24/13) 
 

Austin is the Hottest Startup Scene in the U.S. 
Austin ranks as the No. 1 place to launch your business, according to a new ranking by GoodApril, a San Francisco-based tax-planning startup. 
The ranking compared the 7 hottest startup scenes in the U.S.: Austin, Boston, Boulder, Washington, New York, San Francisco, and Seattle. The 
measures addressed are those that matter most to new entrepreneurs: median tech-employee earnings, maximum personal income tax, 
property tax, the cost of housing and the cost of office space. San Francisco ranked as the worst startup mecca in which to launch, due to recent 
tax changes, increases in office and housing costs, and stratospheric salary expectations. (Entrepreneur and GoodApril, 7/15/13) 

 
CNBC names Texas America’s No. 2 State for Business. 
Texas has never finished below second place in CNBC’s study, and was America's Top State for Business last year, as well as in 2008 and 2010. 
South Dakota topped this year’s list, and following Texas were North Dakota, Nebraska, and Utah and Virginia. Each year, CNBC rates all 50 
states on more than 50 metrics in 10 categories of competitiveness. The weight the categories based on how frequently they appear as selling 
points in state economic development marketing efforts. This year Texas logged first-place rankings in the Economy and Infrastructure 
categories. Texas also ranked in the top 10 in three other categories: Technology and Innovation, Access to Capital, and Cost of Living. (CNBC, 
7/9/13) 
 

The University of Texas at Austin is one of the Best Buys in Higher Education. 
The 2014 Fiske Guide to Colleges, lists The University of Texas at Austin as one of the “Best Buys in Higher Education.” The Fiske rankings during 
the past 30 years have chosen a select group of schools noted for quality academic offerings and affordable cost for its “Best Buy” rankings. This 
year’s rankings are composed of 21 public and 20 private colleges and universities in the United States, Canada and the United Kingdom. It does 
not assign specific ranking numbers to these schools. The list includes 3 other Texas schools — Texas A&M University, Rice University and 
Trinity University. (University of Texas at Austin, 7/9/13) 

 
Austin is No. 8 in ranking of per capita analysis of venture capital activity by metro. 
Richard Florida’s examination of the geography of venture capital and high tech startups, using a new set of VC data by metropolitan area, 
reveals that San Francisco has overtaken San Jose as the leading center of VC-financed startups. San Jose, characterized as suburb-like, is losing 
ground to an “urban turn” in VC and startup activity. That said, San Jose still tops the list based on per capita investments, followed by San 
Francisco, Boulder, Boston, Santa Barbara, Lawrence KS, San Diego, Austin, Provo, and Seattle. The Silicon Valley lock on high tech is posited to 
be weakening while larger urban centers, and also some college towns, are gaining ground. (The Atlantic Cities, 7/2/13) 
 

The University of Texas at Austin has been recognized as the 26th best university in the world. 
In the 2013 Center for World University Rankings, The University of Texas at Austin was ranked 26th among the world’s top 100 universities. 
The ranking puts the university in seventh place among public universities in the United States included in the rankings. The rankings are based 
on several criteria, including publications by faculty, influence, citations of faculty research, patents, faculty quality and employment of 
graduates. Among these criteria, UT Austin ranked highest in patents (20th) and quality of faculty (24th). The only other Texas universities 
included in the top 100 are University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center in Dallas (46), Texas A&M University-College Station (80) and Rice 
University in Houston (94). (Center for World University Rankings, 7/1/13) 
 

Austin is No. 8 on new analysis of America’s Leading Metros for Venture Capital. 
Tracing the flow of venture capital across locations has been difficult because the main published sources of VC data typically summarize VC 
figures for broadly defined regions that tend to not match up with conventional definitions of cities and metros. But the National Venture 
Capital Association has made available more detailed data to the Martin Prosperity Institute for an analysis of more than 100 metros. The data, 
which cover 2012, include figures on the number of VC deals or investments and the dollar value of these investments. San Francisco and San 
Jose top the ranking based on dollars invested, followed by Boston, New York, Los Angeles, San Diego, Seattle, Austin, Chicago and Washington. 
VC investment in Austin companies totaled $626 million in 2012 and Austin accounted for 2.3% of both total investments and total deals. (The 
Atlantic Cities, 6/17/13). 
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Austin is No. 1 on list of Top Vegan Friendly Cities of 2013. 
Austin, Texas, may be in the heart of cattle country, but it clinched the title, thanks to the wide variety of vegan meals, snacks, and desserts 
served in its cafés, co-ops, dairy-free ice cream shops, music venues, and more. While many restaurants around town serve up delicious vegan 
food, PETA noted that it’s in the food truck division that Austin really pulls ahead of the competition. Paul McCartney joined PETA Senior Vice 
President Dan Mathews to present Mayor Lee Leffingwell with the award recognizing Austin as PETA’s Most Vegan-Friendly City in the U.S. As 
Paul pointed out, “The influx of forward-thinking musicians and techies, the thriving university, and the food trucks all over the city run by 
young veg-friendly hipsters have made Austin the absolute cutting-edge place for green eating.” The following round out PETA’s Top 10 Most 
Vegan-Friendly U.S. Cities: Portland, Los Angeles, New York City, Chicago, Seattle, Salt Lake City, Las Vegas, Boulder, and Richmond. (People for 
the Ethical Treatment of Animals, 6/6/13) 
 

Austin Energy leads all public power utilities for Green Power Sales. 
Austin Energy sold 744,443,000 million kilowatt-hours of renewable energy through its subscription-based GreenChoice program. Only Portland 
General Electric – an investor-owned utility serving 52 cities and almost twice as many customers as Austin Energy – sold more green power at 
834,125,000 million kWh. Austin Energy was ranked first in the country among all utilities for 9 years in a row between 2002 and 2010 for sales 
of renewable energy in the voluntary market and routinely outperforms the other 850 utility-sponsored programs in the nation. NREL did not 
issue rankings for 2011. (National Renewable Energy Laboratory, 6/5/13) 

 
Austin is No. 11 on 2013 U.S. Clean Tech Leadership Index. 
The Index tracks and analyzes clean-tech activities of the 50 largest U.S. metro regions through nearly two dozen indicators within the 
categories of Green Buildings, Advanced Transportation, Clean Electricity & Carbon Management, and Clean Tech Investment, Innovation, & 
Workforce. Austin’s highest rankings include: No. 5 for clean tech innovation, investment and workforce; No. 5 for clean tech VC; No. 7 for clean 
electricity and carbon management; No. 8 for LEED-certified SF per capita; No. 8 for EV charging stations per capita; and No. 9 for hybrid 
electric vehicles in use per capita. (Clean Edge, 6/4/13) 

 
Texas garners 2013 Gold Shovel Award recognizing Excellence in State Economic Development. 
Area Development’s annual Gold and Silver Shovel Awards recognize states for their achievements in attracting high-value investment projects 
that will create a significant number of new jobs in their communities. The editors collected information from all 50 states about their top-10 
job-creation and investment projects initiated in 2012. Based on a combination of weighted factors—including the number of new jobs to be 
created in relation to the state’s population, the dollar amount of the investments, the number of new facilities, the diversity of industry 
represented—4 states achieving the highest weighted overall scores are awarded Gold Shovels in 4 population categories. Texas is far ahead of 
the game when it comes to economic recovery and has quite a top-10 list—with investments worth more than $11 billion and some 8,000 new 
jobs. And there's a lot more where that came from. Austin is the home of one of the largest Projects of the Year—Apple's new IT operations 
center and its 3,600-plus jobs—as well as an 800-job Visa IT center. (Area Development, Spring 2013) 

 
Austin is No. 5 among 380 metros ranked by Area Development as Leading Locations for 2013 based on 
economic and job growth. 
Area Development statistically analyzed 380 metropolitan areas across 21 key economic indicators over the last 5 year period and the most 
recent 1 year period. The combined results identify the top 100 metros who are moving in the most upward projection as measured by GMP, 
job creation, wages and other key economic indicators, and whose strengthening economies should be attractive to potential new investment 
going forward. The top 5 in the overall ranking were Lafayette, San Jose, Columbus IN, Odessa, and Austin. (Area Development, Spring 2013) 

 
In the BBC News Magazine’s “10 Reasons Why So Many People are Moving to Texas” list, No. 6 is “Austin in 
particular.” 
Along with detailing 9 other great attributes of Texas such as its healthy job and housing markets, low cost of living, and quality of life, BBC 
News singled out Austin as one of the state’s biggest draws, especially for offering “that hip vibe without pretension.” (BBC News Magazine, 
5/30/13) 

 
Austin No. 5 on list of Cities Winning the Battle for Information Jobs. 
San Jose tops this list, followed by San Francisco, New Orleans, Boston, Austin. The longer run overall decline of this sector which includes 
publishing, software, entertainment and data processing, is showing a turnaround. Over the past 2 years, spurred largely by social media and 
the growing use of data in business, resurgence is being seen in the information sector, with strong hiring in software publishing, data 
processing and other information services. But the big story in the information sector may be the emergence of a number of smaller metro 
areas that are usually less expensive. Some of the names here would not surprise, such as Austin (5th), and Raleigh (8th). They have been pulling 
information jobs from places like Boston, New York and the Bay Area for almost a generation. For example, Apple decided last year to center its 
Americas operations division in Austin, which is likely to bring upward of 3,000 information jobs to the Texas capital. To identify the cities 
making the biggest gains, New Geography ranked the 66 largest metro areas’ employment growth in the sector over the long-term (2001-12), 
mid-term (2007-12) and the last two years, as well as momentum. (NewGeography.com, 5/23/13) 
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Austin has jumped from 13th to 11th largest U.S. city according to new Census Bureau estimates.  
Three of the area’s cities, San Marcos, Cedar Park and Georgetown, are among the fastest growing large (over 50,000) cities in the U.S. San 
Marcos is No. 1 (up 4.9% between July 2011 and July 2012), Cedar Park (up 4.7%) is No. 4, and Georgetown (up 4.2%) is No. 7. Austin, which 
grew by 25,395 over the last year, is No. 5 in the ranking based on numeric increase (behind New York, Houston, Los Angeles, and San Antonio). 
Based on the rate of growth since the 2010 census, Cedar Park is the nation’s fastest growing place over 50,000 (up 12.0%).  
(U.S. Census Bureau, 5/23/13) 

 
Texas is the Best State for Business. 
For the 9th consecutive year, the Lone Star state ranks first, with the Golden State continuing to rank last in Chief Executive’s annual CEO survey 
and ranking of the Best & Worst States to Do Business. Business leaders were asked to grade states with which they are familiar on a variety of 
competitive metrics that CEOs themselves regard as critical. These include: 1) taxation and regulation, 2) quality of workforce, and 3) living 
environment. The tax and regulatory grade includes a measure of how CEOs grade a state’s attitude toward business. (Chief Executive, 5/6/13) 

 
Texas is No. 6 in Top 10 States for Entrepreneurship and Innovation. 
Texas is the 5th-fastest-growing state for STEM jobs, and it performs well on entrepreneurship metrics. The state ranks 2nd in the growth of 
full- and part-time self-employed workers and 8th in business birthrate. The Lone Star State has more than 2.2 million small-businesses 
accounting for more than half of its private sector jobs. Texas has added 34,000 STEM jobs since 2009, many of them in computer and IT-
related occupations. (U.S. Chamber of Commerce, 5/6/13) 

 
Texas is 1st in Site Selection’s ranking of the Top 10 Most Competitive States. 
Texas adds another first-place finish to Site Selection’s measures of state attractiveness to site selectors. Texas is two-thirds of the way to 
sweeping the magazine’s big 3 annual state rankings. It won the Governor's Cup earlier this year with a commanding lead in project totals for 
2012, and it now claims the top spot in the ranking of the most competitive states. The Competitiveness Ranking here is a broader measure of 
state competitiveness than the number of announced projects, though that is a strong indicator of future job creation. It includes several New 
Plant Database criteria, which reflect announced capital investment in total and per capita, as well as other gauges of states' strength, such as 
job creation, business climate and tax climate rankings, etc. (Site Selection, 5/13) 

 
The Austin Chamber is in Top 10 “Best to Invest” ranking of the top-performing economic development 
organizations. 
Site Selection magazine evaluated the top performers on a variety of criteria, with four objective measurements counting the most: jobs, capital 
investment, jobs per capita, and investment per capita. In addition, they looked at creativity of economic development strategy, depth and 
breadth of project activity, ability to generate breakthrough deals, and the ability to properly document the contributions of the economic 
development organization to actual project results. (Site Selection, 5/13) 

 
Austin is one of 10 cities named the South’s Tastiest Towns. 
Southern Living tallied a half a million readers votes for favorite food destinations in the South, then the editors selected their list of 10 cities 
based on 6 main criteria: food as a cultural identity; diverse cuisine at a variety of price points; local, sustainable food practices; chefs on the 
rise; and an abundance of buzz-worthy food events. Southern Living called Austin "a place where smoke and swagger meet urban ethnic style 
with a twang." (Southern Living, 5/13) 

 
Austin Chamber of Commerce singled out for creating economic vitality through clean energy and innovation. 
Chambers for Innovation and Clean Energy surveyed hundreds of local chambers in every region of the country, identifying chambers that are 
driving clean energy and energy efficiency projects. From the many stories collected from local chambers, CICE identified 10 chamber-led clean 
energy projects which provide inspiring and practical guides for other chambers seeking to help their member companies understand and take 
advantage of clean energy developments. Within one of the largest oil and natural gas producing states in the nation, the Greater Austin 
Chamber of Commerce leveraged its close ties to The University of Texas and the city’s municipally owned utility to recruit 20 clean-tech 
companies to Austin. The Austin Chamber played a key role in developing a cutting-edge demonstration community for smart grid technologies, 
helps strengthen clean energy startups through a local incubator, and actively works to position Austin as a top location for entrepreneurs, 
investors, and clean-tech businesses. (Chambers for Innovation & Clean Energy, 5/13) 

 
Austin is America’s No. 1 Boomtown. 
Bloomberg Rankings sorted through data on population growth and real gross domestic products for U.S. metros with 1 million or more 
residents to determine America’s dozen fastest growing cities. Austin’s population growth over the last 5 years was 11.6% and compound 
annual GDP growth was 3.26%. Bloomberg also noted that Austin, home of the South by Southwest festival and Dell, has an unemployment 
rate of 5.4%, compared with 7.8% for the nation and that a high-tech job boost will come from Apple, which is expanding its Austin campus 
with a new, 1 million-square-foot operations center that will be second in size only to its Cupertino headquarters. (Bloomberg, 4/24/13) 

 
Texas’ Tax System is ranked No. 1 for Small Business and Entrepreneurship. 
The Small Business and Entrepreneurship Council’s “Business Tax Index 2013” ranks the 50 states according to the costs of their tax systems for 
starting and growing a business. The Index pulls together 21 different tax measures, and combines those into one tax score. Among the taxes 
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included are income, capital gains, property, death/inheritance, unemployment, and various consumption-based taxes, including state gas and 
diesel levies. According to the SBEC the best state tax systems are: 1) Texas, 2) South Dakota, 3) Nevada, 4) Wyoming, and 5) Washington; and 
the worst are 46) Vermont, 47) Iowa, 48) New Jersey, 49) Hawaii, and 50) California. (Small Business & Entrepreneurship Council, 4/17/13) 

 
Texas is No. 3 in “United States of Innovation” ranking focused on entrepreneurial climate.  
Data crunched for the ranking included levels and growth rates of entrepreneurial activity; startups, entrepreneurs, and investors per capita, 
revenue per startup; and employment generated by young firms. (Fast Company, 4/15/13) 

 
Austin is the Most Business-Friendly U.S. City. 
The Kauffman Foundation-Thumbtack.com annual survey ranks Austin as the most business-friendly city and Texas ranked as the 5th friendliest 
states for small business. This Small Business Friendliness Survey is unique among business climate rankings in being based on a survey that 
obtains data from an extensive, nationwide universe of job creators and entrepreneurs in order to determine the most business-friendly 
locations. The 2013 study draws upon data from over 7,700 small business owners nationwide. The survey respondents rated 57 cities on 11 
metrics in 4 main areas ― the ease of starting a business, ease of hiring, regulatory burdens, and available training and networking 
opportunities for business owners. Austin earned its highest marks from small business owners for its ease of starting a business and its 
excellent training and networking programs. (Kauffman Foundation, 4/2/13; Forbes, 4/4/13) 

 
Austin is No. 3 in fDi Intelligence’s American Cities of the Future ranking of 52 large cities.  
Data was collected for 422 North and South American cities under 5 categories: economic potential, human resources, cost effectiveness, 
infrastructure, business friendliness, and FDI Strategy. Cities scored up to a maximum of 10 points under each measured variable, each of which 
was weighted by importance to the FDI decision-making process in order to compile both the subcategory and the overall American Cities of 
the Future 2013/14 ranking. Austin is one of 52 metros in the ‘large’ category which is defined as an area with city population of more than 
500,000 plus a metropolitan area of more than 1 million, or a metropolitan area of more than 2 million people. Austin ranked No. 3 overall, 
behind Vancouver and Calgary, and posted top 10 rankings in 4 of the 6 subcategories. Austin was No. 4 for economic potential (San Jose 
ranking 1st), No. 2 behind Minneapolis for human resources, No. 5 for business friendliness (behind 4 Canadian cities), and No. 10 for FDI 
strategy. (fDi Intelligence, 4-5/13)  

 
Texas ranks 7th overall and 1st for openness in Beacon Hill Institute’s annual State Competitiveness Report. 
The BHI competitiveness index is based on a 43 indicators representing 8 areas – government and fiscal policy, security, infrastructure, human 
resources, technology, business incubation, openness, and environmental policy. The breadth of the BHI index distinguishes it from more 
narrowly-focused measures of competitiveness that target only taxes, high tech, or economic freedom. The index measures the ability of a 
state to promote economic growth in the form of higher personal income. Massachusetts ranked first, followed by North Dakota, Minnesota, 
South Dakota, Utah, Colorado, Texas, Washington, Virginia and Kansas. States that paid attention to fostering a well-educated and healthy 
workforce scored well. It also helps for a state to be business-friendly with reasonable labor costs and an environment with consistent firm 
births as well as sizeable bank deposits which signal local investment. Texas pulled ahead to 7th place this year up from last year’s 15th place 
position. Texas’ highest ranking was No. 1 in the “Openness” sub-index. The index appears to suggest that the Texas’s economy is evolving 
away from dependence on natural resource extraction and becoming more competitive in business incubation and openness as noted by its 
strong export ability and openness to immigration. (Beacon Hill Institute, 4/1/2013) 

 
Austin maintains first place on Economic Health Index. 
Austin is the nation's economic pacesetter. Texas' capital region ranks No. 1 in March's version of the On Numbers Economic Index, which 
offers a monthly snapshot of the economic health of 102 major markets. Rounding out the top five are Provo, Houston, Oklahoma City and 
Dallas-Fort Worth. The Index tracks conditions in the 102 largest metropolitan areas across 18 indicators. The number of private-sector jobs in 
the Austin area has increased by 9.7% during the past 5 years. No other market has expanded more rapidly than 7.5%. Austin is the only market 
with growth rates of better than 3% in 4 key categories: private-sector jobs over the past year and the past 5 years, and personal earnings 
during the past year and past 5 years. Home values have risen in just 10 of the 102 major markets since 2008. Austin qualifies for that elite 
group with an appreciation rate of 4.7%. (The Business Journal’s On Numbers, 3/29/13) 

 
Austin is 1st overall among the 100 largest U.S. metros based on amount recovered from pre-recession peak to 
the present based on employment, unemployment, output, and house prices. 
Brookings’ MetroMonitor tracks the performance of the 100 largest U.S. metropolitan areas based on data for four key indicators—jobs, 
unemployment, gross product, and home prices—over three time periods: the recession, the recovery, and the full course of the recession from 
the pre-recession period to most recent quarter. Austin is best performing in the “overall” ranking that reflects metro performance across the 
four indicators in amount recovered from the pre-recession period to most recent quarter. (Brookings Institution, 3/28/13) 

 
Austin named best place for young adults. 
The Business Journals analyzed major U.S. markets to identify the best places (among the nation’s 102 metro areas with more than 500,000 
population) that offer the best opportunities for workers in their 20s and early 30s. According to the study, Austin, San Jose and Washington 
offer the best chance for young adults to establish themselves in post-recessionary America. Rapid expansion is the reason why Austin has 
become the ultimate land of opportunity for men and women in their 20s and early 30s. Texas' capital region leads the country in both 
population growth (3.1% per year) and private-sector job growth (1.5% annually since 2007). The study’s 10-part formula gives the highest 
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scores to markets with strong growth rates, moderate costs of living, and substantial pools of young adults who are college-educated and 
employed. (The Business Journal’s On Numbers, 3/28/13) 

 
Austin is No. 2 on global patent activity ranking. 
Based on patent counts for 1996-2005, Santa Clara County ranks first, followed by Austin; Houston; Hsinchu, Taiwan; and New York. The Martin 
Prosperity Institute’s “Insight” article was focused on cities or regions had been compared, contrasted or branded some variation of Silicon 
Valley, such as Austin and “Silicon Hills.” (Martin Prosperity Institute, 3/20/13) 

 
Austin is the top large city for young entrepreneurs. 
Under30CEO readers were asked to vote on the locations they thought were the best places for a new company to open shop based on local 
resources, culture, atmosphere and overall appeal to a young twenty-something. Among cities with a population over 500,000 Austin topped 
the list, followed by San Francisco, Louisville, New York and Nashville. The city has been a hub for innovation and entrepreneurship for years, all 
centered around the annual SXSW festival. The city is also home to the University of Texas which provides the city with a steady flow of 
talented graduates and an overall vibrant scene. Compared to cities like San Francisco and New York, Austin has a much lower cost of living. 
Companies that have offices in Austin include Hostgator, HomeAway, Blizzard Entertainment, Facebook and Google. (Under30CEO, 3/19/13) 

 
Austin is the No. 1 City to be a Moviemaker. 
MovieMaker’s ideal moviemaking city offers an affordable, intellectually vibrant community that gives tax incentives for in-city or in-state 
production, and which offers moviemakers access both to equipment and groundbreaking film screenings. The editors assembled data on 
needed to score 50 cities on 5 weighted criteria: film community, access to new films, access to equipment, cost of living, and tax incentives. 
The highest possible score was a 36 and Austin topped the list with a score of 32. Austin—home to SXSW, Austin Film Festival, and Fantastic 
Fest—has been a thriving, moviemaker-friendly community for years. The city is home to some of today’s most exciting auteurs, including 
Richard Linklater, the Duplass brothers, and Robert Rodriguez. One of the city’s strongest assets is its depth of dependable crews for film 
projects. Austin also offers financial incentives, tax exemptions, fee waivers and other benefits. With its laid-back atmosphere, creative artistic 
community, and diverse topography, Austin is a moviemaker’s dream. (MovieMaker, 3/5/13) 

 
Austin is the 7th most affordable home market of major metros.  
ZipRealty’s list of the 10 most affordable housing markets of 2013 is based on an analysis of 2 years of authoritative MLS data and U.S. Census 
Bureau information. The evaluation compared median home sale prices in 30 metropolitan areas to median household income levels in those 
same cities. Those metropolitan areas with the lowest ratios of home price to household income were deemed to be the most affordable areas 
for the purposes of the study. Metropolitan areas in Texas and non-coastal regions are the best places to find a real estate bargain, according to 
the study. In the most affordable areas, the average home sells for about 5 to 6 times annual average household income levels. At the other 
end of the spectrum, homes in the least affordable metro areas are selling for as much as 11 to 13 times the local household income standards. 
Austin’s ratio of median home sales prices to median household income was 6.13, compared to 5.27 for Dallas, the most affordable market. The 
least affordable market, Washington, had a ratio of 16.78. (ZipRealty, 3/14/13) 

 
Austin ranked in the top 10 of large metros and best in Texas on the Gallup-Healthways Well-Being Index. 
The Well-Being Index is based on the World Health Organization definition of health, which is, “not only the absence of infirmity and disease 
but also a state of physical, mental and social well-being.” To compile the data in the 2012 Gallup-Healthways Well-Being Index reports, Gallup 
completed telephone interviews with 353,564 respondents aged 18 and older. Based on their responses, individuals and communities receive 
an overall well-being composite score and a score for each of six sub-indices including life evaluation, emotional health, physical health, healthy 
behavior, work environment and basic access. Austin is in the top 10 among metropolitan areas with one million or more population. (Gallup 
and Healthways, 3/13) 
 

Austin is the 3rd fastest growing tech job market.  
The Dice.com ranking is based on year-over-year percent change in tech jobs posed on Dice as of March 1, 3013. Austin’s growth was 16%, 
compared to 25% for St. Louis and 22% for Charlotte. Phoenix (13%) and Detroit (10%) round out the top 5 fastest growing tech job markets. 
(Dice.com, 3/1/13) 

 
Austin is the Best City to be a Moviemaker. 
Moviemaker’s ideal moviemaking city is an affordable, intellectually vibrant community that gives tax incentives for in-city or in-state 
production, and which offers moviemakers access both to equipment and groundbreaking film screenings. To determine which of 50 cities 
made the cut (and in what order), Moviemaker assembled myriad statistics for each city representative of 5 criteria: Film Community, Access to 
New Films, Access to Equipment, Cost of Living, and Tax Incentives. Austin made the top of the list. The film capital of Texas—home to SXSW, 
Austin Film Festival, and Fantastic Fest—Austin has been a thriving, moviemaker-friendly community for years. The city is home to some of 
today’s most exciting auteurs, including Richard Linklater, the Duplass brothers and, of course, Robert Rodriguez, who has made virtually all his 
films in the city. Austin also offers a 5% to 17.5% incentive program, in addition to sales tax exemptions. One of the city’s strongest assets is its 
depth of dependable crews for film projects. On most features shot in Texas, nearly 80% of the jobs are filled locally—which, as a result, saves 
on housing, transportation and per diems. Austin also continues to waive permit fees, and makes city locations available at “cost,” without 
reservation or location fees. With its laid-back atmosphere, creative artistic community, and diverse topography, Austin is a moviemaker’s 
dream. (Moviemaker, 3/5/13) 
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Texas wins Site Selection magazine's 2012 Governor's Cup for Most New, Expanded Corporate Facilities. 
Texas produced a commanding first-place finish in the facilities race to claim the Governor’s Cup for 2012. Not only did Texas reclaim the 
coveted trophy, but it did so with a whopping 761 projects, 270 more than first runner-up Ohio. Site Selection awards the Governor’s Cup each 
year to the governor of the state with the highest number of qualified capital investment projects the previous calendar year. The publication’s 
proprietary New Plant database is populated with private-sector projects that meet one or more of these criteria: an investment of at least $1 
million, creation of 50 or more new jobs or construction of new space of at least 20,000 square feet. Texas’ business attraction story did not 
begin in 2012. Site Selection has awarded several Governor’s Cups to Gov. Perry in recent years, and his make-the-business-climate-better 
agenda is the main driver of his economic development success. That and economic development expertise in the state’s cities and towns that 
mirror his intent to make Texas a natural home for business is a combination that delivers results.  
 (Site Selection, 3/13) 

 
Austin is No. 3 on Forbes’ Best Cities for Good Jobs list.  
Forbes ranked metros based on a set of indicators designed to capture the cities with the best combination of low unemployment, high wages, 
and high expected job growth. The relatively higher wages in Dallas and Houston are what pushed them to the top of the list, but for raw 
growth the Austin area wins—its expected 5-year annual growth rate of 3.2% is second in the nation. Austin is sucking in high-tech jobs from 
more expensive California. The capital of Texas has been expanding at breakneck speed since the mid-1990s and continues to grow, drawing in 
high-tech jobs from California and increasing employment in government, education and construction. “The hottest place to be in Texas is 
Austin,” said Dallas Federal Reserve Economist Pia Orrenius. “They’re just booming.” (Forbes, 2/25/13) 

 
Austin is among Top 10 Cities for Women Entrepreneurs. 
NerdWallet examined which cities are the best for women entrepreneurs based: the cities’ entrepreneurial climate (the number of businesses 
in the city per 100 residents); presence of female entrepreneurs (the percentage of businesses in the city that are women-owned; strong 
economic fundamentals (median income and unemployment rate); and high educational attainment (the percentage of residents over 25 years 
old with a Bachelor’s degree). Based on these criteria, Austin ranked 7th among the 48 largest cities in the U.S. Austin is known for its startups—
there are almost 11 businesses for every 100 Austin residents. Austin has a very low unemployment rate of only 6.2%, which is one reason we 
rated it as the number one city for job seekers. With organizations like Austin Women in Technology, businesswomen in Austin will have little 
trouble finding a supportive and knowledgeable community. (NerdWallet, 2/25/13) 

 
Austin takes two ‘bests’ in fDi Intelligence’s inaugural Projects of the Year awards: Best High Value Project for 
Apple’s new corporate campus and Best Expansion for Samsung’s $4B boost to its fab. 
California-based computer and software maker Apple plans to invest $304M in a new campus in Austin, creating more than 3,600 new jobs. The 
campus will support the company's growing operations in the Americas with expanded customer support, sales and accounting functions for 
the region. In exchange for Apple's commitment to create these new jobs, the state has offered the company an investment of $21M by 2022 
through the Texas Enterprise Fund. Samsung Austin Semiconductor, a subsidiary of South Korea-based Samsung, will invest $4B to expand the 
capacity for cutting-edge logic production at its plant in Austin. The project is scheduled to initiate mass production within the second half of 
2013 and will help capitalize on the surging demand for smartphones. (fDi Intelligence, 2/11/13) 

 
Austin ranks 9th for annual patents per capita and 11th for total patent activity and among the 358 metropolitan 
areas in Brookings profile of patenting and innovation for 2007 to 2011. 
Most U.S. patents, 63%, are developed by people living in just 20 metro areas, including Austin. Austin inventors averaged 2,497 granted 
patents annually during 2007-2011. Among the 100 largest metros Austin is 4th for per capita patent activity during the period. The report also 
ranks Austin 9th for high tech employment as a share of total employment in 2011 among the 100 largest metros. Austin’s largest subcategory 
of patents is computer hardware and peripherals. (Brookings Institution, 2/1/13) 

 
Texas is Business Facilities’ 2012 State of the Year.  
Texas, a perennial front-runner for Business Facilities’ State of the Year designation, has reclaimed its position at the top of the annual list with 
a tour de force that vaulted the Lone Star State to the top of just about every credible business ranking. “Texas is our 2012 State of the Year 
because it without a doubt has the most dynamic economy of any state in the nation,” Business Facilities Editor in Chief Jack Rogers said. “The 
job-producing engine in the Lone Star State barely sputtered during the Great Recession, bouncing back over pre-Recession levels faster than 
anywhere else in the U.S.” States are asked to submit a breakdown of their 5 largest projects of the year in terms of job creation and a second 
list of the top 5 in terms of capital investment. The project numbers are the starting point for an evaluation that also takes into account the 
state’s overall economic development strategy and its success in executing that strategy. Texas easily outpaced the other contenders: the top 5 
job-creating projects in Texas yielded nearly 9,000 new jobs, more than twice the nearest competitor, and the Lone Star State reported more 
than $13 billion in investment generated by the top five in terms of capital investment. “Texas isn’t shy about incentivizing new business 
development,” Rogers said. “When you factor in traditionally low labor costs, strong infrastructure, a growing population and a stellar higher-
education system, you have an unbeatable combination.” (Business Facilities, Jan.-Feb./13) 
 

Austin is the Best City for Job-Seekers. 
With the highest percent growth in population and the lowest unemployment rate, Austin is a clear winner as the best choice for job seekers. 
The median income is moderately high, and the cost of living is low. Job seekers should check out this fast-growing city, particularly for jobs in 
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the burgeoning tech industry. Dell is headquartered there, and companies like Apple and Google have offices there as well. IBM has a large 
research center in Austin, and biotechnology is a growing field as well. NerdWallet ranked 26 U.S. cities based on four factors, including 
population growth, income, unemployment rate, and the cost of living. (Nerdwallet.com, 1/22/13) 

 
Austin tops Forbes' list of America's Fastest-Growing Cities for the third year in a row. 
Thanks to the 51,000-student University of Texas at Austin, a bevy of Silicon Hills startups, and the presence of mega corporations like Whole 
Foods and Dell, the Austin is an economic powerhouse. With an estimated annual population growth rate of 3% for 2012 and 2013, a 3% rate of 
job growth in 2012, 4.9% unemployment, and an economy that expanded 6.3% last year, Austin takes the top spot on Forbes’ annual list of 
America’s Fastest Growing Cities for the third year in a row. Forbes rated the 100 most populous metros based on 6 metrics. They assessed the 
estimated rate of population growth for 2012 and 2013, the rate of job growth in 2012, and the rate of gross metro product growth, or 
economic growth, for 2012. They also factored in unemployment data and median salaries for local college-educated workers. The result is a 
list of the fastest growing metro areas in America in terms of population and economy. Houston, Dallas, Raleigh, and Salt Lake City round out 
the top 5. (Forbes, 1/23/13) 
 

Williamson County is No. 6 in the U.S. for growth in personal income over the past 25 years. 
Total personal income is the amount of money earned by all residents of a given area in a given year, encompassing everything from wages and 
salaries to dividends and welfare checks. On Numbers ranking is based on the 455 counties and independent cities that have more than $5 
billion of personal income. (The Business Journal’s On Numbers, 1/22/13) 

 
Two Austin events have made Forbes’ 2013 list of must-attend conferences for entrepreneurs. 
Forbes’ list of 9 must-attend conferences for entrepreneurs includes South By Southwest’s interactive conference —the laid-back conference is 
one of the biggest and best events for entrepreneurs interested in the digital and social media spheres; and RISE Week Austin—the nonprofit 
Relationship & Information Series for Entrepreneurs hosts an annual series designed to empower entrepreneurs through fast pitch 
competitions, funding forums and talks from well-known keynote speakers. (Forbes, 1/17/13) 

 
Austin is No. 2 on 2012 Milken Institute Best-Performing Cities Index ranking of U.S. metro areas by how well 
they are creating and sustaining jobs and economic growth. 
Austin, almost a perennial among the top performers, moved up to 2nd from 4th last year. Austin made the Top 10 in several categories, notably 
ranking 3rd in 5-year job growth since 2006. High-tech, led by chip-making and systems design, has propelled the expansion. Wage growth 
between 2009 and 2010 registered 7th in the nation, accelerating the housing revival and pushing demand for new development. The metro’s 
well-educated workforce has attracted companies from outside the region, California in particular. With 12,000 and 6,200 personnel, 
respectively, Dell and IBM are the largest technology employers. Other key companies are expanding their presence. Backed by a $21M 
investment through the Texas Enterprise Fund and an $8.6M grant from the city of Austin, Apple will expand its operations in the metro. The 
deal, which encompasses a $304-million investment by Apple, is expected to eventually generate 3,600 well-paying jobs. Samsung, General 
Motors and eBay are also making critical investments. Samsung’s $4-billion expansion of a huge semiconductor plant will increase its total local 
commitment to $13 billion since 1996. GM plans a 500-person innovation center that will develop cars of the future. EBay is also expanding in 
Austin, planning to hire about 1,000 software engineers over the next 10 years. (Milken Institute, 1/17/13) 

 
Austin tops U.S. for largest percentage job gain over 5 years. 
Just 14 of the nation's 102 major markets have regained all of the private-sector jobs they lost during the recent recession. Leading the way are 
two Texas markets -- Houston and Austin. Austin finished No. 1 with five-year job growth of 7.5%. Houston was next at 5.5%. Based on the 
number of jobs added Houston was first, gaining 121,600 private-sector jobs, and Austin was second with a raw gain of 45,800 positions. Of the 
other 12 markets with more private-sector jobs now than before the recession, another 4 are in Texas (Dallas-Fort Worth, El Paso, McAllen, and 
San Antonio). (The Business Journals’ On Numbers, 1/15/13) 
 

The University of Texas at Austin's McCombs School of Business has one of the top 10 entrepreneurship 
programs in the world. 
McCombs cracked into Bloomberg Businessweek’s Top Schools for Entrepreneurship list at No. 10. Bloomberg Businessweek asked MBAs from 
the Class of 2012 to tell them, via an online survey, about the full range of their business school experience, from getting in to getting a job. This 
ranking is based on student responses to the question asking them to rank their program’s entrepreneurship offerings. Points are awarded for 
each response—one point for “poor” through six points for “outstanding”—and then averaged for each school. The average entrepreneurship 
score for all 82 U.S. and international schools in the ranking was 4.49. The top school in the entrepreneurship ranking, Stanford University’s 
Graduate School of Business, garnered 5.95. Austin’s McCombs School of Business score was 5.48. (BloombergBusinessweek, 1/14/13) 

 
Austin has the 4th lowest crime rate among cities with 500,000 or more population. 
Of the 33 U.S. cities with 500,000 or more population, the lowest crime rates are in El Paso, San Diego, New York, Austin and San Jose. CQ Press’ 
methodology involves creating a score for each city using the FBI’s crime rate data for 6 of the 7 FBI crime index categories (larceny-theft is 
omitted). A score is calculated for each city that is a summary of the percent differences of the reported crime rate from the national rate of 6 
crime types. The use of percent difference for each crime separately eliminates weighting more frequent crimes more heavily. (CQ Press, 
1/3/13) 
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2012 RANKINGS 
 
Austin is one of the Top 5 Housing Markets of 2012. 
Which Housing Markets Will End 2012 on the Best Note? Austin is a hub for giant companies like Dell, Facebook, Apple, and Google. So, you can 
count on lots of Austinites having a steady paycheck for quite some time! With rent prices are moving up, more people are looking at buying as 
a more cost-effective alternative. Right now, Austin homes are spending half as long on the market as they were in 2011. (RealtyPin, 12/21/12) 

 
Texas ranks No. 3 on Business Policy Index ranking on policy measures and costs impacting small business and 
entrepreneurship. 
The Index (formerly the “Small Business Survival Index”), now in its 17th year, ranks the 50 states according to 46 different policy measures, 
including a wide array of tax, regulatory and government spending measures. The most entrepreneur-friendly states under the “U.S. Business 
Policy Index 2012” are: 1) South Dakota, 2) Nevada, 3) Texas, 4) Wyoming, 5) Florida. In contrast, the states with the least favorable policy 
environments include: 46) Maine, 47) New York, 48) Vermont, 49) New Jersey, and 50) California. According to the Council, Texas’ key positives 
are no income, capital gains, dividends and interest, and death taxes; fairly low unemployment taxes; low gas and diesel taxes; low workers’ 
compensation costs; and being a right to work state. (Small Business & Entrepreneurship Council, 12/13/12) 

 
Texas ranks 7th on ForbesΩ 2012 Top States for Business list. 
Forbes’ ranking is based on 35 variables representing 6 vital factors for businesses: costs, labor supply, regulatory environment, current 
economic climate, growth prospects and quality of life. Business costs are weighted the most heavily. Texas is the only state that ranks in the 
top three on economic climate (No. 1) and growth prospects (No. 3). The Texas economy is expected to expand 4.3% annually over the next five 
years. (Forbes, 12/12/12) 

 
Austin is one of only 5 metros in all of North America to rank in the top 70 of the 300 fastest-growing 
metropolitan economies worldwide. 
Austin ranks No. 61 after experiencing a major recession and partial economic recovery, according to the report by the Metropolitan Policy 
Program at the D.C.-based Brookings Institution. From 2011 to 2012, employment in the Austin metro area increased by 3.1% as real GDP per 
capita rose by 0.9%. Other variables factored in included population — the Austin area registered nearly 1.8 million people — and nominal GDP. 
Houston is the highest ranked U.S. city on the list at No. 40, followed by San Jose, Calif. with No. 46; Salt Lake City at No. 56; and Louisville, Ky. 
next at No. 57. Three-quarters of the fastest-growing metropolitan economies in 2012 were located in developing Asia, Latin America, and the 
Middle East and Africa. (Brookings Institution, 11/30/12) 

 
Austin ranks 1st on TripAdvisor’s Top US Travelers’ destinations on the rise 
TripAdvisor, the world’s largest travel site, ranked Austin as the top US Travelers’ Choice Destination on the Rise in its annual 2012 Travelers’ 
Choice awards. The awards recognize the destinations that have seen the greatest increase in positive traveler feedback and traveler interest, 
year-over-year. Austin placed first ahead of Memphis; Colorado Springs; Portland, ME; and Denver. Rounding out the top ten were Portland, 
OR; Fort Myers, FL; Phoenix; Dallas; and Gatlinburg, TN. (TripAdvisor, 11/13/12) 

 
Texas is No. 3 in Top U.S. Business Climate ranking. 
The publication's ranking is based 50% on a survey of corporate site selectors — who named Texas their No. 1 choice, followed by North 
Carolina — and 50% on 5 criteria, 3 that require states to demonstrate a strong record of attracting capital investment. The other two criteria 
are the Tax Foundation and KPMG's analysis of state tax burdens on mature firms and on new firms. Texas won the top spot last year, but this 
year No. 1 is North Carolina, followed by Ohio. (Site Selection, 11/12) 
 

Austin ranks 12th in Travel+Leisure’s annual America’s Best Cities ranking. 
According to the editors, “Perhaps voters are intrigued by the Texas capital because the residents seem to have achieved near perfection. 
They’re smart, quirky, and have inexplicably flat abs, according to survey results—despite also ranking No. 3 for their sauce-laden, brisket-based 
barbecue. And that’s not all. Austin's street food ranks among the top 5 and makes a great late-night snack after sampling the rollicking local 
music scene at, say, the iconic Continental Club or the Broken Spoke.” Readers ranked 35 cities based 66 measures in 8 different categories. 
Austin did best, ranking No. 2, in the people category (Top 10 in 7 of 12 measures with 2nd or 3rd rankings for athletic/active, offbeat, and tech-
savvy). Austin was also Top 10 in food/drink/restaurants, nightlife (including the 3rd spot for music scene and singles scene), and quality of 
life/visitor experience. (Travel+Leisure, 11/12) 

 
San Marcos, TX is one of the 10 least expensive places to live. 
Among the 304 urban areas that participated in the third quarter 2012 Cost of Living Index, the after-tax cost for a professional/managerial 
standard of living ranged from more than twice the national average in New York (Manhattan) to just over 20% below the national average in 
Harlingen, TX. San Marcos registered a cost of living that is 86.3% of the national average in the third quarter. The Cost of Living Index measures 
regional differences in the cost of consumer goods and services, excluding taxes and non-consumer expenditures, for professional and 
managerial households in the top income quintile. It is based on more than 90,000 prices covering 60 different items for which prices are 
collected in each participating urban area. (Council for Community & Economic Research, 10/26/12) 
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Austin is one of the top 10 best performing metros in the U.S. Metro Clean Tech Index.  
Clean Edge’s inaugural U.S. Metro Clean Tech Index provides an analysis of how the 50 largest U.S. metro regions compare across the clean-tech 
spectrum. According to Clean Edge’s assessment and ranking of almost two dozen different indicators in green buildings, advanced 
transportation, clean electricity and carbon management, and clean-tech investment, innovation and workforce, the top 10 metro regions in 
the nation this year are San Jose, San Francisco, Portland, Sacramento, Seattle, Denver, Los Angeles, Washington D.C., Boston, and Austin. 
(CleanEdge, 10/23/12) 

 
Austin is one of the top 5 markets to watch across the country by the Urban Land Institute’s Emerging Trends in 
Real Estate forecast. 
Austin comes in at No. 4 behind major megalopolises such as San Francisco, New York City and San Jose. Houston logged in at No. 5. “In 2013, 
Austin looks set to continue to impress individuals and attract institutional investors,” the report states. Expansion of commercial real estate in 
Austin looks likely with a population increase of 2.3% anticipated next year. The Capital City ranks No. 1 for growth (5.3%) of gross metro 
product per capita, which measures productivity and is a driver of real estate. Austin ranks fifth for migration and fourth for job growth. 
Completions in 2013 are expected to represent 2.8% of Austin’s total real estate stock, the highest rate among the metros in the study. (Urban 
Land Institute, 10/17/12) 

 
Texas is No. 1 in annual Top States for Doing Business survey. 
Area Development, a leading publication covering site selection and facility planning, announced the results of its 2012 Top States for Doing 
Business survey of leading location consultants. According to the results, the top- state for doing business is Texas. Area Development asked a 
select group of highly respected location consultants who work with a nationwide client base to name their top state choices in 14 site selection 
categories reflecting business environment, labor climate, infrastructure/global access, and economy. The editors report that Texas significantly 
led all other states as the consultants’ #1 choice for doing business. (Area Development, Fall 2012) 

 
Austin is one of the 20 Best Cities for Working Mothers. 
To determine the rankings Forbes began with the largest 50 metropolitan areas by population. Considering what that “best” means working 
mothers, the editors crunched metrics representing job opportunities and earnings potential, safety, healthcare, education, childcare and other 
living costs, and length of workweek and commute times. (Forbes, 10/10/12) 

 
Austin is the most “connected city” in America according to a study that ties cities’ smart grid use to economic 
drivers.  
A new study by Jones Lang LaSalle ties a city’s smart grid use to economic drivers for a healthy commercial real estate market. A smart grid is a 
power delivery system that uses advanced information technology to improve the effectiveness and sustainability of energy production and 
distribution. The study concluded that there is a correlation between municipal investment and the application of smart grid technologies and 
three indicators of economic vitality. Specifically, it found that “connected cities” have higher GDP growth rates, lower jobless rates and higher 
office occupancy rates. Austin ranked No. 1 in the study with a 5.8% GDP growth rate, a 5.9% unemployment rate and 12.8% Class A vacancy 
rate. Boulder came in second, followed by Fort Collins, Maui and Sacramento. (Jones Lang LaSalle, 10/8/12)  
 

Austin ranks 5th for the number of technology startups per capita. 
American Express Open Forum identified the top 10 cities for tech startups per capita with data from SizeUp, using its technology to identify 
companies less than 5 years old in the fields of computers, software, medical devices and electronics that were located in the top 100 cities by 
population. None of the top tech startup hotbeds lie east of the Mississippi River. Silicon Valley boasts the 3, Southern California has another 
and the rest scatter across Texas, Arizona, Nevada and Washington. The highest number of tech startups per capita is 21.3 in Freemont, Calf. 
San Jose is second with 10.1, followed by Irving (6.5) Chandler (5.1), and Austin (4.5). (American Express Open Forum, 10/3/12) 
 

Texas is the Best State for Entrepreneurship in the South and 8th best nationally. 
Texas is the best southern state for entrepreneurship, according to a report from the University of Nebraska. This year’s U.S. State 
Entrepreneurship Index ranks Texas No. 8, up 3 spots from last year. Massachusetts ranks No. 1, followed by North Dakota, California, New York 
and Minnesota. The index analyzes 5 key components: a state’s percentage growth and per capita growth of business establishments, its 
business-formation rate, its number of patents per thousand residents and its income per nonfarm proprietor in each state. Texas performed 
well in the areas of business formation and income per nonfarm proprietor. The index uses 2011 data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics, the 
Internal Revenue Service, the Patent and Trademark Office and Census Bureau. (University of Nebraska-Lincoln Bureau of Business Research, 
10/2/12) 
 

Austin earns the No. 8 spot on Bloomberg BusinessWeek’s “America’s 50 Best Cities” list. 
The ranking evaluated 100 of the country’s largest cities, looking factors including the number of restaurants, libraries, museums, sports teams 
and park acreage, as well as educational facilities, economic factors, crime and air quality. BusinessWeek notes University of Texas’ football 
team, Round Rock-based Dell, South By Southwest and the Austin City Limits music festival among highlights. (BloombergBusinessweek, 
9/28/12) 
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The University of Texas at Austin has the No. 5 graduate entrepreneurship program in the nation. 
The Herb Kelleher Center for Entrepreneurship in the McCombs School of Business at the University of Texas at Austin comes in 5th in the 
Princeton Review’s annual graduate entrepreneurship program rankings. The Princeton Review names the schools with the best 
entrepreneurship programs in the nation based on its review of data for more than 2,000 schools. The wide range of data the education 
services company used to evaluate the programs and tally the rankings included: the schools' levels of commitment to entrepreneurship inside 
and outside the classroom, the percentage of their faculty, students, and alumni actively and successfully involved in entrepreneurial endeavors 
and the number and reach of their mentorship programs. The Company also considered their funding for scholarships and grants for 
entrepreneurial studies and projects, and their support for school-sponsored business plan competitions. (The Princeton Review, 9/24/12) 

 
East Austin ranked as one of the Top 10 America's Best Hipster Neighborhoods. 
Rankings are based on walkability, coffee shops per capita, foods trucks, locally owned bars and eateries, those with artistic jobs and the 
number and frequency of farmers markets. East Austin took the No. 7 spot. Forbes magazine used Nextdoor.com and Walkscore.com to 
compare 250 U.S. neighborhoods. Silver Lake, Los Angeles took the top spot, followed by Mission District, San Francisco; Williamsburg, 
Brooklyn; Wicker Park, Chicago; and Pearl District, Portland. East Austin has unseated South Congress and Travis Heights as Austin's newest 
hipster home base, according to Nextdoor.com. It not only touts some of the most highly rated Mexican eateries in the country but also coffee 
shops, a farmers market, and food trucks like the East Side King parked outside of bars and music venues every night. (Forbes, 9/20/12) 

 
Austin is the 2nd highest-rated market in the inaugural edition of the On Numbers Economic Index, which 
measures the economic health of 102 major metropolitan areas. 
The formula for the index has 18 long-term (5-year) and short-term (1-year) performance components combined into a single score. The 
variables included are private-sector employment, unemployment rates, weekly earnings per private-sector worker, construction-sector 
employment, retail-sector employment, and house values. Austin is setting the pace for private-sector job growth, boosting local employment 
by 7.1% since 2007. Austin’s overall score is 86, with the short term score being 81 and the long term score 91. Oklahoma City came in at No. 1 
with an overall score of 91. (The Business Journal’s On Numbers, 9/10/12) 

 
Texas has won the inaugural fDi Governor's Award for 2012 for success in attracting new investments to the 
state.  
The award was decided by a compilation of greenfield investment data as well as a survey that asked state governors about their strategies for 
attracting businesses with the answers judged by fDi Magazine's editorial team. Texas business-friendly approach was judged to have helped 
the state create more than 550,000 new jobs between July 2009 and July 2012. (fDi Intelligence, 8-9/12) 
 

Texas has the Best Business Climate in Business Facilities annual ranking. 
A perennial frontrunner for this annual Best Business Climate designation, Texas has been ranked first or second in this Business Facilities most 
important business benchmark for each of the past 5 years. “Texas has doubled down on its business-friendly tradition. The Lone Star State has 
been able to match and then exceed pre-Recession employment levels faster than any state in the nation,” said Business Facilities Editor in 
Chief, Jack Rogers. A surging population in Texas has yielded a cost-effective workforce that is being deployed in an increasingly diversified 
industrial base. The Best Business Climate ranking evaluates an amalgamation of key rankings results (including education climate, workforce 
training/availability, cost of labor, infrastructure, utility costs, credit rating and business tax climate). Extra credit goes to states that have 
enacted and executed business-friendly policies, including new incentives, an improved business tax climate, and expanded workforce training 
initiatives. We also factor in the recent success of economic development efforts geared to bring in new industry segments and facilities. Texas 
also ranked No. 1 for Best Transportation Infrastructure, No. 3 for Most Business Start Ups, No. 5 for Job Growth, No. 5 for Credit Quality, No. 6 
for Economic Growth Potential, No. 9 for Best Tax Climate, and No. 9 for Workforce Training. (Business Facilities, 7-8/12) 

 
Austin is among Top 10 U.S. Cities for Technology Start-ups. 
USA TODAY asked the National Venture Capital Association to rank the top 10 cities for start-ups, based on dollars invested in young tech 
companies in 2011. Austin is attracting some of the hottest names in tech, including California-based Apple, which is expanding its operations 
here, thanks in part to the available talent and relatively low costs of real estate. The report mentions Austin’s South By Southwest Festival, 
Dell, photo software firm Photodex, and travel sites BedandBreakfast.com and VacationRentals.com. "First-class ideas are being produced 
there," says Douglas Cole of Flagship Ventures, who says the lower costs of living in the Texas capital city attract great engineering talent. (USA 
Today, 8/24/12) 
 

Pflugerville makes Money's list of America’s Best Small Cities. 
Pflugerville is ranked on Money magazine's annual list of best small cities in America. The rankings take into account job opportunities, schools, 
crime rates, health care and recreation. It considers cities ranging from 50,000 to 300,000 residents. The list ranks Pflugerville No. 43 out of the 
top 100. Pflugerville perks include affordable housing and relaxing at the 180-acre man-made Lake Pflugerville, not to mention that the city will 
soon break ground on one of the largest solar farms in the U.S., the magazine said. (Money, 8/20/12) 

 
Williamson County is No. 3 in Top 25 Counties for Job Growth ranking. 
Central Texas' Williamson County hits the bull's eye when it comes to offering incentives for big business. Corporate tax breaks and low 
property taxes have attracted the likes of top-flight companies such as Dell, which employs 13,000 at its headquarters in Round Rock. The rapid 
development of nearby Austin has spurred the growth of so-called "super suburbs" like Williamson County's Round Rock and Cedar Park, where 
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affordable housing, cultural offerings and numerous parks and trails win points with young families. In a tough economy, the county's 
incentives are looking particularly enticing to companies. Health care equipment maker Thermo Fisher Scientific said in December it's planning 
to move some of its production from Wisconsin, bringing 150 new jobs. 
(CNNMoney, 8/20/12) 

 
Austin makes Top 50 Cities for Global Trade list and also receives ‘Most Likely to Succeed’ designation from the 
editors of Global Trade magazine. 
The overall ranking lists the 50 largest metropolitan areas by export volume as compiled by the International Trade Administration, plus offers a 
set of superlative subjective/objective rankings selected by the editors at Global Trade based on a host of additional materials and reports. 
Austin is the pick for Most Likely to Succeed because of its low-tax structure, key incentives and record for growth. Texas has no corporate 
income tax or individual income tax, and businesses receive tax breaks both for hiring and providing healthcare. Recognition of Austin’s 
economic vitality such as rankings from The Milken Institute and Forbes were also noted. Austin’s tech boom competes with Silicon Valley’s, 
and the area offers a lower cost of living. The sector attracts bright young minds who love Austin’s eclectic downtown area and one of 
America’s largest music festivals, SXSW. (Global Trade, 7/30/12) 
 

Micro-businesses see strongest growth in Austin. 
Austin enjoyed the strongest growth among the top 100 metropolitan areas, expanding its number of micro-businesses by 2.6% between 2009 
and 2010. Durham, N.C. (2.0%) was the runner-up. On Numbers defines a micro-business as any private-sector establishment with fewer than 
10 employees. Micro-businesses, which number 5.1 million, are a subset of the 6.79 million small businesses, all of which have less than 100 
workers. The ranks of micro-businesses dwindled by 0.2% from 2009 to 2010, the latest span tracked by the U.S. Census Bureau. That was 
substantially better than the 1.6% decline between 2008 and 2009. Among America's 100 biggest metropolitan areas 39 added microbusinesses 
in 2010. (The Business Journal’s On Numbers, 7/25/12) 
 

Austin will be the fastest growing major U.S. metro economy in 2012. 
In 2012, real U.S. GDP is anticipated to grow at 2.0%, and the average of all 363 metros will be just below 1.8%. Fifty metros will achieve real 
GMP growth rates of 3.0% or more, led by Austin (3.6%) among the largest metros. The report also makes a 10-year job growth projection and 
a 30-year population projection for each metro and Austin is No. 1 among large metros for both—jobs growing 29.3% between 2010 and 2020, 
and population growing 91.0% between 2012 and 2042. (U.S. Conference of Mayors, 7/19/12) 

 
Austin is No. 2 on list of Top 10 Cities Where People are Moving To. 
You know a city’s doing well when the media calls it the “next Silicon Valley.” Dell Computer is headquartered here, and Apple announced this 
spring that it’s bringing a $304 million operations center to the area, along with 3,600 jobs. This spring, Marriott broke ground on a hotel that 
will occupy an entire block, and having the country’s fifth-largest university in town (the 51,000-student University of Texas) doesn’t hurt. The 
area added about 9,200 new jobs from June 2010 to June 2011. (Fiscal Times, 7/12/12) 

 
Texas is America’s Top State for Business 2012. 
Each year, CNBC measures the states by their own standard: the selling points they use to attract business. They separate those pitches into the 
ten categories, which are then weighted in the study based on how frequently the states use them as selling points. The study ranks all 50 
states using more than 50 metrics in 10 broad categories of competitiveness. In addition to the top spot overall, Texas has the nation’s best 
Infrastructure. It improved to 2nd place for technology and innovation, and boasts the 3rd lowest cost of living. The state's workforce improved 
to 7th best from 14th last year. Access to Capital declined a bit, but Texas still finished in the top 10. Perhaps most impressive, the Texas 
economy recovered from a rare stumble last year, when it finished 14th in the category, improving to fifth this year. Texas has weathered the 
recession with its sterling, triple-A bond rating and stable outlook intact. Texas has never finished below second place in the annual study since 
it was inaugurated in 2007. (CNBC, 7/10/12) 

 
Austin is one of the top 10 Cities Where a Paycheck Stretches the Furthest. 
This analysis looked at the average annual salaries in the nation’s 51 largest metropolitan statistical areas and adjusted incomes by the cost of 
living (consumer prices and services, utilities and transportation costs and, housing prices). Most of the rest of the top 10, which includes Austin 
at 8th, are relatively buoyant economies with relatively low costs of living. Austin’s $50,422 average salary is equivalent to $54,393 given the 
area’s cost of living. Houston, with a relatively high average annual salary ($59,838, the 8th highest in the nation), combined with low living 
costs, came out on top. No. 2, San Jose, combines high living costs with salaries high enough (averaging $92,556) to offset living costs, giving it 
an effective annual salary of $61,581. Other places like New York, San Francisco and Boston have average annual salaries under $70,000, but 
with living costs similar to San Jose, adjusted annual salaries fall into only the middle $40,000s and register much lower on the ranking. (New 
Geography, 7/9/12) 

 
The City of Austin is in the national top 10 Green Power Users. 
The EPA’s Green Power Partnership ranks Fortune 500 companies, local, state and federal governments, and colleges and universities. Austin 
took the No. 2 spot among local governments. The city subscribes to Austin Energy’s GreenChoice renewable energy program to supply 100% of 
the electricity used annually for its buildings and facilities. (U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, 7/5/12) 
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The University of Texas at Austin is No. 30 in ranking of the world’s top 100 universities. 
The ranking combines seven factors — educational quality, faculty quality, alumni employment, patents, publishing, faculty research citations, 
and influence. The factor that most moved the university into the top ranks was quality of faculty, an index that denotes the weighted number 
of faculty members of an institution who have won prestigious honors such as the Nobel Prize, the Wolf Prize, the Turing Award, and the 
Schock Prize, all of which have been won by current faculty members. According to the CWUR, the university is the 22nd best in the U.S. and 
the 8th best public university. (Center for World University Rankings, 7/1/12) 
 

Austin has overtaken San Francisco to become the 13th largest U.S. city; and, among large cities, the fastest 
growing from 2010 to 2011 included both Round Rock at 2nd and Austin at 3rd. 
Texas had 8 of the 15 most rapidly growing large cities between Census Day (April 1, 2010) and July 1, 2011, according new estimates from the 
U.S. Census Bureau. One of the Central Texas cities that made the list of fastest-growing cities — Round Rock — broke the 100,000 mark since 
the 2010 and Austin cracked the 800,000 mark. Round Rock grew by 4.8%, second fastest, and Austin grew by 3.8%, third fastest. Looking at the 
highest numerical growth, Texas was also well-represented, with 6 cities among the top 15, including Austin, which ranked fourth (adding 
30,221). The 15 most populous cities remained unchanged since the 2010 Census, however, Austin moved up from 14th to 13th in total 
population (820,611), supplanting San Francisco. (U.S. Census Bureau, 6/28/12) 

 
Austin is the No. 9 best city in the country for business and careers on Forbes’ annual list. 
Forbes gauged the 200 largest U.S. cities on job metrics, income growth, costs, quality of life and more. Forbes noted Austin's healthy economy, 
which is projected to expand 6.2% annually during the next 3 years, the fastest in the U.S The region also has a constant influx of young talent 
thanks to more than 70 colleges and 360,000 enrolled students within a 200-mile radius. (Forbes, 6/27/12) 
 

Austin and two other Texas metros post the nation’s best records for long-term job growth by achieving private-
sector employment gains in 84 of the past 100 months. 
According to an On Numbers analysis of U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics data, no other major market has been able to match the consistent 
success of Austin, McAllen and San Antonio. On Numbers studied the private sector's performance in 100 markets, breaking down the annual 
growth rates posted for each month between January 2004 and April 2012. The aim was to measure the consistency of economic growth over a 
lengthy period, identifying those markets that were able to expand steadily, even as the recession pulled most of the country to the negative 
side of the employment ledger. On Numbers also counted the number of times each market surpassed a pair of thresholds: annual growth rates 
greater than 1% and 2%. Austin and McAllen both posted gains of more than 1% in 80 of 100 months, leading that category. Austin and McAllen 
also lead for the number of months with increases of more than 2% (74 for McAllen and 71 for Austin). (The Business Journals’ On Numbers, 
6/27/12) 

 
Austin makes Greenest Cities list. 
Austin is in a six-way tie with Dallas, Fort Worth, Nashville, Tucson and Washington, D.C. for the No. 17 spot on a list that ranks the top 30 
"greenest cities" in the U.S. based on supportive policies for sustainability. The top three cities, Portland, San Francisco and Seattle score 35 out 
of 38 points. Austin scored 29 out of 38. The article’s ‘best practices’ section featured Austin Energy’s Green Choice program which has been 
the most successful program of its kind in the U.S. for 9 years running, as well as Austin Energy’s ambitious smart grid program, and a 30-
megawatt solar power plant which is largest active solar project of any public power utility in the U.S. (Corporate Knights, 6/15/12) 
 

Austin is the 5th strongest economy among 366 metropolitan areas in annual ranking. 
POLICOM addresses the condition of an economy from the viewpoint of its impact upon the “standard of living” of the people who live and 
work in an area. The highest ranked areas have had rapid, consistent growth in both size and quality for an extended period of time. The lowest 
ranked areas have been in volatile decline for an extended period of time. The study measures 23 different economic factors over a twenty-
year period to create the rankings. (POLYCOM, 6/1/12) 

 
Texas is 3rd on Top 10 Future Boom States list.  
Which states are best positioned to grow, create jobs, and prosper in the coming 5 to 10 years? Along with measuring overall economic 
performance, a new report from the U.S. Chamber of Commerce also examines specific policy domains wherein states can proactively and 
meaningfully impact and stimulate new economic opportunities, create jobs, and thereby advance improvements in the quality of life and 
prosperity for their residents. Measures ranked address growth, productivity, and livability; exports and International trade; entrepreneurship 
and innovation; taxes and regulation; talent pipeline; and infrastructure. The key to the future in Texas lies in its dynamic economy coupled 
with an affordable environment. The state ranks in the top five in all three job creation measures, sixth in business creation, and ninth in 
immigration. Texas is the nation’s top exporter by volume as a share of the size of its economy. This is all occurring in a state with the third-
lowest cost of living. (U.S. Chamber of Commerce, Enterprising States: Policies that Produce, June 2012) 
 

Austin is No. 2 on Area Development’s “Leading Locations for 2012” ranking of the top 50 MSAs for economic 
and job growth (and No. 11 among all 365 MSAs). 
Area Development ranked 365 Metropolitan Statistical Areas (MSAs) across 23 economic and workforce growth indicators. Even amid the 
recessionary gloom, there were blooms of prosperity, and there are some places that have gotten back on their feet faster than others. More 
than 9 million jobs vanished during the course of the downturn, and of the 365 MSAs, more than three-quarters still have fewer people working 
now than they did five years ago. The top performers overall include locations closer to the nation’s midsection than the coasts, including 
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Indiana, Texas, North Dakota, Wyoming, Missouri, Pennsylvania, Oklahoma. Top locations are also, like Austin, home to universities providing a 
young, prime work force and technology-transfer skills. (Area Development, Summer 2012) 

 
Texas is one of 4 states recognized for innovative policies attracting new employers and catalyzing new 
investments by existing local businesses, driving significant job growth. 
Area Development’s annual “Gold & Silver Shovel Awards” recognizing excellence in U.S. state economic development and job creation. 
Texas, along with Tennessee, South Carolina, and Utah received the highest recognition for innovative and effective economic development 
policies and strengthening their reputations as good places to do business. Texas has been honored every year Area Development has 
presented this award, winning Silver Shovel awards in 2006, 2007, 2009, 2010, and 2011 and a Gold Shovel in 2008. Texas continues on this 
winning track with some of the best job numbers in the nation: the state added 237,100 jobs from March 2011 to March 2012, an annual 
growth rate of 2.3% compared with 1.5% for the United States. Texas’ job growth is led by the booming energy sector and increased 
manufacturing, however, Austin’s success attracting over 1,000 new eBay/PayPal jobs was among the top 10 job creating and investment 
projects initiated in the state in 2011. (Area Development, Summer 2012) 

 
Austin is in the top 5 U.S. metros for net migration. 
The Census Bureau’s annual population estimates program produces a net migration estimates (number of people moving in minus number 
moving out) for all U.S. metros (366). The Miami metropolitan area is America's most powerful magnet for migrants, that is, it has a migration 
surplus of 71,406 between July 1, 2010, and July 1, 2011. The next largest are Dallas-Fort Worth, Washington, Houston, and Austin. In Austin 
36,803 of the net change in population is due to net migration. On Numbers used the Census Bureau's estimates to generate daily migration 
averages for all metros. On that basis, Austin added 101 persons per day through migration during the 2010-2011 study period, indicating that 
101 more people moved to the area than left it on any given day. (The Business Journal’s On Numbers, 5/31/12) 

 
Austin named one of the Best Destinations for Business Travel. 
Entreprenur’s picks for the best cities for business travel have it all―entrepreneurial culture, stylish hotels, great eats and the elusive "fun" 
factor. The best destinations for business travel offer ease of doing business. They are also places with an entrepreneurial mindset, where 
innovation is in the air. Then there's the "fun" factor, cities that tempt you to stay the weekend. As Mark Ehrnstein, a VP at Austin-based Whole 
Foods says about his city: "None of our team members need to be talked into making a trip here." It starts at the airport: Instead of Starbucks 
and Cinnabon, you'll find vendors on the concourse are based in Austin, a reflection of a community that takes pride in its ingenuity. For years, 
Austin was known for its state government and the University of Texas. These days, talk is of the SXSW conferences (music, film and 
interactive); homegrown companies such as Dell and Whole Foods; and Formula 1 Grand Prix. On top of it all is America's most vibrant live 
music scene, with hundreds of venues, even at the airport. The result is a business destination like no other. Over the past 4 decades, Austin's 
population has tripled, yet, unlike many Sun Belt cities, which have become increasingly homogeneous, it has retained its singular feel. 
(Entrepreneur, 5/24/12) 

 
Austin is No. 2 on list of Best Cities to Find a Job in 2012.  
The list factors in the local unemployment rate, job opportunities based on volume of job openings over the past six months, and a general 
assessment of the overall economic environment in each market. A diverse economy with plenty of opportunities helped Austin earn one of the 
top spots on the list. Austin’s unemployment rate of 6.0% is also well below the national average, making it a desirable place to look for work. 
(Adecco, 5/10/12) 

 
Texas is No. 1 for private sector job growth over past decade. 
The latest figures from the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics indicate that Texas added 1.15 million private-sector jobs during the past 10 years, 
putting it far ahead of the pack. States with six-figure increases were New York (up 340,800 private-sector jobs), Washington (up 180,700), 
Arizona (up 161,900), Virginia (up 137,200), Florida (up 132,100) and Utah (up 127,400). The nation's weakest private sector is Michigan's, 
which suffered a net loss of 433,600 jobs between 2002 and 2012. Neighboring Ohio was next with a 10-year decline of 284,400 private-sector 
positions. (The Business Journals On Numbers, 5/3/12) 

 
Texas is the Best State for Business. 
In Chief Executive’s eighth annual survey of CEO opinion of Best and Worst States in which to do business, Texas easily clinched the No. 1 rank, 
the eighth successive time it has done so. CEOs were asked to grade states in which they do business among a variety of areas, including tax 
and regulation, quality of workforce and living environment. The Lone Star State was given high marks foremost for its business-friendly tax and 
regulatory environment. But its workforce quality, second only to Utah’s, is also highly regarded. According to figures from the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics, new Texas jobs have made up 47% of the national net job creation. Three big Austin wins were cited in the article: eBay/Pay Pal, 
hiring more than 1,000 and expanding support facilities in Austin due to access to tech talent and $2.8 million from the Texas Enterprise Fund; 
Facebook opening its first U.S. operation outside of California due to access to creative and technical talent; and Grifols USA, California-based 
subsidiary of Spanish parent, opening a blood plasma testing facility San Marcos due to workforce skills sets and languages. (Chief Executive, 
5/2/12) 

 
Annual Forbes ranking names Austin the Best City for Jobs. 
Among the 65 largest metros Austin is the number one metropolitan area based on recent, mid-term, and long term growth trends and the 
region’s momentum. Austin also ranks 5th in the overall ranking (398 metros). Austin has logged strong growth in manufacturing, technology-
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related employment and business services. Rounding out the large metros top 5 were Houston, Salt Lake City, Fort Worth, and San Jose. The big 
drivers of growth this year appear to be energy, technology and, manufacturing. Much of the tech growth in the country has continued to flow 
to more affordable regions and at the head of the pack is Austin, where Apple recently announced a large expansion. (Forbes, 5/1/2012) 

 
Austin tops Forbes' list of America's Fastest-Growing Cities for the second year in a row. 
Austin ranks first on Forbes’ list of America’s Fastest-Growing Cities for the second year in a row. The Austin metropolitan area — including the 
northern suburb of Round Rock, home to Dell Computer — is expected to have an economic growth rate of 6% a year through 2016, according 
to Moody’s Analytics, more than double the nation as a whole. As usual, Texas dominates the list of the fastest-growing cities, with Dallas-Fort 
Worth, Houston and San Antonio all in the top 10. Seven of the top 10 cities are in the South, supporting the idea that low taxes and 
inexpensive real estate are still drawing jobs and economic activity from other parts of the country. To construct the list, Forbes ranked the 100 
largest metropolitan statistical areas according to projections of economic and population growth from Moody’s. They then factored in median 
income, unemployment rates and employment growth, to discriminate between cities like Austin, which are getting larger, and rebounding 
economies like Las Vegas. This filtering also knocked out fast-growing cities where a high rank on economic growth was countered by a bottom-
quartile performance on median household income. (Forbes, 4/18/12) 

 
Austin is best U.S. city for small businesses. 
The U.S. market that provides the best opportunities for small businesses to grow and prosper is Austin, which also finished first in On 
Numbers' rankings for 2011 and 2010. On Numbers has fashioned a 6-part formula to analyze small-business climates across the country and 
defines a small business as any private-sector employer with fewer than 100 workers. The formula's components include 5-year population 
growth, 5- and 1-year private-sector employment growth, concentration of small businesses per 1,000 residents, 1-year change in that 
concentration, and 1-year growth in the number of small businesses. (The Business Journals’ On Numbers, 4/13/12) 

 
The City of Austin is the 9th largest green power purchaser overall among organizations ranked by the U.S. EPA’s 
Green Power Partnership. 
The Green Power Partnership works with a wide variety of leading organizations — from Fortune 500 companies to local, state and federal 
governments, and a growing number of colleges and universities. The quarterly ranking is based on annualized Partner contract amounts 
(kilowatt-hours. The top 50 overall also includes Austin’s Whole Foods Market and Dell. On the local governments list, Austin is second behind 
the City of Houston and is followed by the City of Dallas at No. 3. The Austin Independent School District also appears on the top 20 local 
governments list and is 2nd on the K-12 schools list. (U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, 4/5/12) 

 
Austin is No. 2 on list of Top 10 Real Estate Markets for Investors. 
Though Austin’s home values didn’t fall as far as those in many other markets, its potential for price growth is one of the best in the nation. 
High employment (6.3% unemployment rate in December 2011) is driving demand for housing. Homes are selling at over two times the 
national rate and its median list price is $229,500, about 12% higher than a year ago. Median age of inventory in Austin is down almost 19% 
from last year. (National Association of Realtors, 3/29/12) 

 
Austin is the 2nd fastest growing urban area based on both population growth and land area change over the last 
decade among large U.S. urbanized areas. 
Urban areas, the densely developed residential, commercial and other nonresidential areas of the U.S., increased population by 12.1% between 
2000 and 2010. The urbanized part of the Austin MSA grew by 51.1%. Charlotte grew fastest, by 64.6%, among urbanized areas with 1 million or 
more population. The Charlotte and Austin areas also had the highest rates of land area change, increasing by 70.5% and 64.4%, respectively. 
The 2010 population of Austin’s urbanized area was 1,362,416 in 523 square miles. The density of large urbanized areas ranges from 1,685 
persons per square mile in Charlotte to 6,999 in Los Angeles. Austin’s urban area has 2,605 persons per square mile. (U.S. Census Bureau, 
3/26/12) 

 
Austin ranks 6th on U-Haul’s annual Top 50 U.S. Destination Cities. 
According to moving data reflective of nationwide statistics for calendar year 2011, Houston took the No. 1 spot, for the third year in a row. The 
rest of the top 10 are Orlando, Las Vegas, Chicago, San Antonio, Austin, Atlanta, Sacramento, Kansas City, and Denver. The ranking reflects the 
destinations of movers traveling more than 50 miles and considers every city in the country, regardless of size. The 2011 report was compiled 
from more than 1.6 million U-Haul truck transactions occurring during the year. (U-Haul, 3/23/12) 

 
Texas ranks 5th for the rate of growth of Women-Owned Businesses. 
Nationally, the number of women-owned firms increased by 54% over the past 15 years. The states with the fastest growth in the number of 
women-owned firms during that period are: Georgia (95%), Nevada (92%), North Carolina (83%), Mississippi (75%) and Texas (75%). In Texas in 
2012, there are an estimated 666,600 women-owned firms, with $105 billion in sales. (American Express OPEN, 3/21/12) 

 
The University of Texas ranks 3rd among universities globally for patent activity in 2011. 
The University of California, with 277 applications published in 2011, is the largest filer among educational institutions, followed by the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology (179), the University of Texas System (127), Johns Hopkins University (111) and the Korea Advanced 
Institute of Science and Technology (103). (World Intellectual Property Organization, 3/5/12) 
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Austin is the No. 2 Hotspot for Startup Technology Jobs. 
San Francisco topped the list produced by PayScale, thanks to its median tech startup salary of $84,400 and the most startup job opportunities 
of the 50 cities that were studied. Austin ranked second, narrowly beating Seattle despite a lower median salary: $66,600 compared to Seattle's 
$74,900. Austin's large number of available startup jobs gave it the edge. Seattle ranked third in the study, and had the third-highest median 
annual salary. (Payscale.com, 3/1/12) 

 
Lockhart is 2nd and Austin is 5th among America’s Best BBQ Cities. 
A new list has placed Austin among the top in United States in barbecue rankings. U.S. News recently named 'America's Best BBQ Cities' and 
Austin took the No. 5 spot. Memphis took the top spot followed by Lockhart, Texas, at No. 2 and Kansas City, Mo., in third. Austin’s 60-some 
barbecue restaurants reflect the city’s eclectic style, according to the report. Lockhart, 30 miles south of Austin offers a handful of barbeque 
joints, but at least two of them are regarded among the very best in the state. (US News Travel, 2/29/12) 
 

Austin ranks in the top 10 of the Future Metropolis Index: U.S. Cities with the Best Urban Policies. 
A new study sponsored by Zipcar (and executed by KRC Research) breaks down the different future-forward factors that make a city livable. The 
Future Metropolis Index examines the 36 largest cities in the country through metrics of innovation, sustainability, vibrancy and creativity, 
efficiency, livability and optimism. Austin’s highest scores (in the top 5) were in sustainability and livability/optimism. Austin also ranked in the 
top 10 in vibrancy/creativity. San Francisco comes out on top and cities on the East and West Coasts generally dominate the index. The East 
Coast dominates innovation, while the West is tops for sustainability. (Zipcar, 2/27/12) 
 

Austin named one of the 10 Best Places to Retire. 
CBS Moneywatch took account of access to good medical care and affordability, but also focused on lifestyle, on finding places where there is a 
balance between outdoor recreation, cultural and educational institutions, a good airport, and good public transportation. They also considered 
places your friends and family would love to come visit. Austin is a big city in small town disguise. Although the Texas capital is bigger than all of 
the "big cities" on the list, it has managed to maintain the "Keep Austin Weird" credo that has made it a favorite among both retirees and young 
people. The outdoors is the biggest attraction. The staggeringly beautiful, rough-hewn Hill Country, spring-fed swimming holes, a string of lakes 
along the Colorado River, and 10 months of warm temperatures draw hikers and boaters and bikers outdoors. And of course there's the music. 
(CBS News, 2/22/12) 
 

Austin is the 4th best Airport in North America for Airport Service Quality. 
Airports Council International’s annual Airport Quality Service Awards are based on customer satisfaction surveys which are conducted monthly 
in the 225 participating airports. The best airports in North America were Ottawa, Indianapolis, Halifax, Austin and Calgary. (Airports Council 
International, 2/14/12) 

 
Only 13 of top 100 U.S. metros have bounced back from recession and Austin ranks 3rd for both total jobs added 
and rate of growth from 2006 to 2011. 
The Business Journal examined job growth using preliminary 2011 data from the US Bureau of Labor Statistics for the 100 largest metros from 
the period 2006 to 2011 and found that only 13 had more jobs in 2011 than before the recession in 2006. Austin was 3rd highest for most 
number of private sector jobs added and was also 3rd for the highest growth rate from 2006 to 2011. Texas metros dominated the list capturing 
four of the top five spots for numeric change including first place Houston, 109,700 additional jobs; New Orleans, 39,400 jobs; Austin, 37,900; 
Dallas, 36,000; and San Antonio, 25,200. For percent change, New Orleans was also first with 9.70% growth, followed by McAllen-Edinburg, 
9.13%; Austin, 6.64%; Houston, 5.22%; and El Paso, 3.92%. (The Business Journals On Numbers, 2/7/12) 
 

Austin is among America’s 10 Best Cities for Dating. 
The top 10 U.S. cities for dating offer dating pools distinguished by diversity or a high proportion of singles, superlative dating venues, and/or 
stunning natural settings. Singles comprising more than half Austin’s population (thanks largely to the University of Texas campus). The city 
offers nightlife hotbeds in the Warehouse District or on Sixth Street, plus 200 live music venues. Year-round sunshine and the great outdoors 
combine for date-worthy dips at Barton Springs Pool, hiking or biking the Greenbelt, or getting out on the water on Lady Bird Park. (Yahoo! 
Travel, 2/7/12)  

 
Austin is one of the top 10 Healthiest Cities for Women. 
Austin was 4th on the list of healthiest cities for women according to ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ IŜŀƭǘƘ magazine.  
Austin ranked highest in the category of healthy diet. Overall, Raleigh was first on the list followed by San Jose, Madison, Austin, and 
Minneapolis. The ranking considered 100 cities and more than 30 categories—from obesity and breast cancer rates to commuting times and 
hours spent working out. (Women's Health, Jan.-Feb. 2012) 
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Austin is No. 8 on list of Best Cities to Stay Young. 
RealAge analyzed data from 28 million individuals who had taken their surveys, gauging their "real age" -- and ability to stay young -- based on 
eating habits, cholesterol, smoking, marital status, stress, employment, social interaction and alcohol use. RealAge’s test results allowed the 
company to identify the metropolitan areas that are most supportive of good health and those that are least so. The best cities in the ranking of 
the 50 largest metros offer a lifestyle that helps residents remain vibrant. Austin made the grade for high optimism and low stress. 
 (CBS MoneyWatch, 1/31/11) 
 

Austin ranks low (38th) on Stressfull Cities List ranking the 50 largest metros from most to least stressful. 
The study analyzed a variety of factors associated with stress, including suicide, divorce, crime, joblessness and lengthy commuting. (Sperling’s 
BestPlaces, 1/22/12) 
 

Austin ranks as the 11th best performing U.S. metro according to the Brookings Institution’s latest assessment of 
the performance of metropolitan economies. 
The newest installment of "MetroMonitor" is the 2011 Global MetroMonitor, which ranks the 200 largest metropolitan economies across the 
globe based on growth patterns during the 2010 to 2011 period. The 57 largest U.S. metros are included in the global ranking. Austin ranks 11th 
among the U.S. metros and 74th globally. (Brookings Institution, 1/18/12) 

 
Austin is one of 10 Cities Where Real Estate is Ripe for a Rebound due to a robust labor market and only 
moderate price impacts from the recession. 
Forbes ranked the 100 largest metro areas based on a plethora of housing and economic data to find 10 cities ripe for a real estate rebound. 
Key to the list was a relatively strong job market defined as having identifying places low unemployment and high job growth as well as growing 
incomes. The list which was generated without a ranked order comprised of San Jose, Houston, Raleigh, Austin, Boston, Pittsburgh, Fort Worth, 
Oklahoma City, New Orleans, and Rochester. (Forbes, 1/12/12) 
 

Austin ranks No. 3 for office investment over the next 5 years. 
Grubb & Ellis’ annual Investment Opportunity Monitor identifies metropolitan markets with high potential for investors over the next five years 
in the office, industrial, retail and apartment segments. Austin ranked third on the list for office investment behind San Francisco and Seattle. 
Overall in the office real estate category, cities with a strong technology and biotech presence performed the best. Austin also ranked 10th for 
retail investment. According to Grubb and Ellis, “Houston and Austin, which made the retail list, missed the apartment list by virtue of their 
reasonable home prices.” The rankings are based on 16 to 20 variables divided into three categories — demographics, economics and real 
estate fundamentals. (Grubb & Ellis, 1/3/12) 
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2011 RANKINGS 
 
Austin is 8th among the nation’s 100 biggest metros for Economic Security afforded families. 
The Urban Institute’s MetroTrends team has graded the nation’s 100 biggest metros on how much economic security they offer families in 
these tough times. The rankings reflect erosion in house values, current unemployment, purchasing power of a low-wage job, and the rate of 
serious mortgage delinquencies. The best is Oklahoma City (and the worst is Las Vegas). Austin comes in 8th nationally and is the best ranked 
among Texas metros. (Urban Institute, 12/11) 

 
Austin places 8th on MarketWatch’s annual Best Cities for Business list, shooting up from 31st place last year, 
thanks to its robust economic growth. 
MarketWatch’s annual list of best cities for business updated their methodology for calculating the ranking, which propelled Austin into the 8th 
spot. The ranking now takes into revenue output along with 15 factors designed to measure the concentration of businesses within the region 
and the economic stability. According to MarketWatch, “that change propelled two Texas cities — Austin and San Antonio — into the top 10”. 
The top ten included in order: Washington, Boston, Des Moines, Minneapolis-St. Paul, Omaha, Oklahoma City, Salt Lake City, Austin, New York, 
and San Antonio. (MarketWatch, 12/13/11) 

 
Austin has the 6th lowest crime rate among cities with 500,000 or more population and Round Rock comes in 
11th safest among cities with 100,000 or more population. 
Among 33 cities of 500,000 or more population, Austin has the 6th lowest crime rate. The top 10 in order are: El Paso, Honolulu, New York City, 
San Jose, San Diego, Austin, Seattle, Los Angeles, Portland, and Denver. Round Rock was the 11th safest among the 238 cities with a population 
between 100,000 to 499,999. CQ Press’ city and metro area comparison crime rate rankings involves a multistep process in which the reported 
crimes per 100,000 population rate are compared to the national reported crimes per 100,000 population rate and then indexed to create a 
summary score and ranking across six areas of reported violent and property crime. (CQ Press, 12/8/11) 

 
Austin is 4th on 2011 Milken Institute Best-Performing Cities Index ranking of the 200 largest U.S. metros based 
on how well they are creating and sustaining jobs and economic growth. 
For the fourth year in a row, Austin ranked in the top 5 of the Milken Institute’s Best-Performing Cities Index. The index ranks U.S. metros based 
on their ability to create and sustain jobs using scoring components such as job, wage and salary, and technology growth. Texas Metros took 4 
of the top 5 spots, including San Antonio and El Paso, which were ranked first and second, and Killeen-Temple which was fifth. Austin did best in 
the 5-year growth index, placing third highest. (Milken Institute, 12/15/11) 

 
Texas tops Forbes’ list of the best states for jobs and Moody’s Analytics forecasts employment will expand 2.9% 
annually through 2015. 
Texas was ranked as the top state for jobs in 2012 according to Forbes and forecasts produced by Moody’s Analytics. With an annual growth 
rate of 2.9%, the Texas economy is projected to add 1.6 million net new jobs over the next 5 years. Nevada came in second with an annual 
growth rate of slightly less than Texas’ also at around 2.9%. The remainder of the top 5 consisted of Arizona, 2.8%; New Mexico, 2.6%, and 
North Dakota, 2.6%. Forbes pointed out that “Texas offers a low tax, business friendly climate with a surging population that offers a nearly 
unlimited supply of young labor” and is also one of 22 right-to-work states. (Forbes, 12/5/11) 

 
Austin fared well for business growth during the recession period, 2008 to 2009 The Business Journal’s series On Numbers 

looked at business growth during the recession period of 2008 to 2009 in a week-long series. The Austin MSA held the top spot for adding 
business establishments among the 100 largest U.S. markets from 2008 to 2009. While the growth rate was 0.37% with total business 
establishments tallied at 40,281 in 2009, only two other large metro areas had positive growth. Second-place McAllen’s growth rate was 0.33% 
and third-place Houston’s was at 0.15%. The growth of small business establishments in Austin was also tops for major metro areas at 0.43%. 
While Austin was fourth among the major metros for private sector job change during the period 2008 to 2009 with a loss of -1.52%, only one 
metro had positive growth from 2008 to 2009, Springfield, MA at 0.28%. All other major metros had at least a 1.00% decline. Just ahead of 
Austin were Baton Rouge, -1.00%; New Orleans, -1.14%; and Houston, -1.51%. Total private sector employment in 2009 stood at 646,082. (The 
Business Journal’s On Numbers, 12/1/11) 

 
Texas is No. 3 on 2011 Small Business Survival Index ranking of state policy climates for entrepreneurship. 
The Small Business & Entrepreneurship Council’s Small Business Survival Index is a comprehensive measure of how friendly states are for small 
business in terms of public policy decisions, evaluating factors such as taxes, various regulatory costs, government spending and debt, property 
rights, health care policies, & energy costs. Texas ranked third with an index of 39.076 behind South Dakota (32.292), and Nevada (38.531). 
Rounding out the top five were Wyoming and South Carolina. The bottom five on the list included last place, District of Columbia and followed 
by New York, New Jersey, Vermont, and Rhode Island. Texas was noted for having no personal income, individual capital gains, corporate 
income, corporate capital gains, and death taxes; a Low level of state and local government spending; and Low workers' compensation costs. 
(Small Business & Entrepreneurship Council, 11/30/11) 

 

http://www.austinchamber.com/site-selection/business-climate/austin-in-the-news.php
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Texas Tops 2011 State Business Climate Rankings. 
Both Site Selection's Governor's Cup and Business Climate Rankings name Texas as the place to be for business and industry. Texas claimed 58% 
of inbound relocations and Texas is no longer a runner-up to North Carolina in the magazine’s Top Business Climate contest. That was the case 
in nine recent such rankings. Texas claimed the top slot for 2011, based on a strong finish in both the objective, data-driven component of the 
index used to determine the top business climates, and the subjective input supplied by respondents to an annual executive survey of site 
selectors, indicating which states they consider to be the most business-friendly. (Site Selection, 11/11) 

 
Consistent Top 5 Airport Service Quality rankings earn Austin Bergstrom International a place on Airport Council 
International’s “Roll of Excellence.” 
Austin-Bergstrom’s consistently high Airport Service Quality (ASQ) ranking earned the airport a place in the first Airport Council International’s 
Director General’s Roll of Excellence. The Director General’s Roll of Excellence recognizes airports that have ranked among the top 5 in ASQ for 
5 consecutive years. Only 14 airports in the world received this recognition. (Airports Council International, World Report, 11/11) 

 
Austin is one of the top 5 Real Estate Markets to Watch according to 2012 forecast from PwC and the Urban 
Land Institute.  
The Urban Land Institute released its 2012 real estate forecast with an overall modest prediction for the US market. Despite “tenuous” 
economic outlooks, all but one of the 51 cities surveyed for the report failed to improve their investment score over last year. Austin scored the 
second highest in the Emerging Trends rating scale, “benefiting from dynamics created by its large university, the local tech industry, 
government jobs, and the regional energy-based economy.” Washington DC scored in first place for the third consecutive year, while the 
remaining top five included San Francisco, New York, and Boston. (Urban Land Institute, 10/26/11) 

 
Austin is in the top 10 of U.S. “Innovation Cities” in an annual global ranking.  
Austin was once again featured on the annual “Innovation Cities” list published by global analyst 2thinknow. The ranking was published from a 
list of 1,540 cities that 2thinknow tracks with 331 cities benchmarked into 5 classes using 31 industry segments and 162 indicators. Austin was 
the ninth highest ranked city in the US and the top one in Texas. Overall Austin was 51st globally and deemed the second highest city class of 
Hub, which means the city shows dominance or influence on key economic and social innovation segments, based on global trends. 
(2thinknow, 10/18/11) 

 
The University of Texas at Austin ranks 8th on 2011 top 25 Graduate Entrepreneur Programs list. 
The annual list of top graduate entrepreneur programs published by The Princeton Review and the Entrepreneur ranked The University of Texas' 
McCombs School of Business as the 8th best in America, up from the 9th spot in 2010. The high ranking was attributed to the school's high 
percent of entrepreneur faculty, about 95%. The program’s 2011 enrollment stood at 304, and there were 14 entrepreneurship organizations 
and clubs that were accessible to students. Also featured on the list again was Austin’s Acton School of Business, part of the Hardin-Simmons 
University, was ranked No. 13 on the list. All of its teachers are entrepreneurs and the one-year program had about 30 enrollees in 2011. 
(Entrepreneur, 10/11) 

 
Austin places 12th on new “America’s Best Cities” list focused on quality of life metrics.  
Business Week posed the question, what if you could live in a city based on quality of life rather than other factors such as proximity of jobs or 
affordability. The resulting list dubbed “America’s Best Cities” takes into account 16 criteria such as good schools, restaurants, entertainment 
options, culture, green space, sports teams, poverty and more to score the 100 largest cities in America. Austin came in at 12th and was noted 
for having great entertainment and music options as well as high on the number of park acres per person, great air quality, and low 
unemployment. The only Texas city ahead of Austin was Plano at 11th. First place went to Raleigh followed by Arlington, VA, Honolulu, 
Scottsdale, AZ, and Irvine, CA. (BusinessWeek.com, 9/20/11) 
 

Austin is No. 2 on Parenting’s 2011 Best Cities for Families list. 
Parenting magazine prioritized great schools, affordable homes, low crime rates, plenty of jobs, and lots of parkland and crunched data in 84 
categories to determine this year's top places to raise kids. According to the editors, “It's no surprise that Austin kept its second-place ranking 
from last year—it's a way-cool progressive city in a warm and sunny climate.” With an abundance of pediatricians, 27,000 acres of parkland, 
and plenty of farmers markets and food co-ops, Austin is a well-rounded, healthy hometown, that’s also a mecca for innovators and music. 
(Parenting, 9/18/11) 
 

Texas named Most Favorable Business Climate among the 50 states in annual survey of corporate site selection 
professionals. 
Texas was named by 49.4% of the 322 site selection professionals as the most favorable business climate in the US as surveyed by the 
Development Counsellors International (DCI). North Carolina was in second place with 27.8% of respondents selecting it as one of the top 3 
states with the most favorable business climate. Rounding out the top five were South Carolina, Tennessee, and, Florida. DCI conducts the 
survey of site selection professionals every three years to determine the “customer’s perspective” on the most effective strategies and 
techniques in economic development marketing. The 2011 survey featured the widest margin between first and second place since the survey 
was first conducted in 1996. Texas has placed first every survey, except the first year, when Texas came in second slightly behind North 
Carolina. (Development Counsellors International, 9/11) 
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 “America’s 20 Can-Do Capitals” puts Austin at No. 10 among the 200 largest cities based on business 
development, sustainability, livability, and transportation and infrastructure. 
Austin ranked tenth on Newsweek’s “Can-Do Capital list,” which analyzed a laundry-list of data on business development, sustainability, 
livability, and infrastructure over roughly the period 2005-2010. The list sought to identify how the 200 largest cities were progressing during 
the recession on these major categories. Each of the 4 categories was weighted 25 points for a total score of 100. El Paso came in first with a 
total score of 71.43 with high sustainability and infrastructure scores, while Austin at 59.43 recorded its highest score in the category of 
infrastructure, followed by sustainability and business development which were rated almost equally. The rest of the top 10 in order were 
Oakland, Riverside, San Antonio, Omaha, Washington DC, Raleigh, Atlanta, and Buffalo. (Newsweek/The Daily Beast, 9/11/11)  

 
Texas is the Top State for Doing Business. 
For the second year in a row, Area Development has conducted a survey of a select group of highly respected location consultants who work 
with a nationwide client base. The consultants were asked to name their top-5 state choices in 12 site selection categories. Based on total 
weighted scores, Texas is far and away the consultants' No. 1 choice for doing business, followed by Georgia, Alabama, and South Carolina. 
Texas also received the enviable first place ranking for its overall cost of doing business, business friendliness, corporate tax environment, and 
incentive programs, as well as recognition as being the “top dog” leader in the economic recovery. And the state placed 3rd for its rail and 
highway accessibility, access to global markets, and certified sites and shovel-ready programs. (Area Development, Fall 2011) 

 
Round Rock makes list of Top 10 Perfect Suburbs. 
Prioritizing close proximity to the most robust job markets in America CNBC and Location, Inc., started with the 10 metropolitan areas with over 
1 million people that have the lowest unemployment rates and then identified the suburbs with the best mix of affordable housing, good 
schools, educated neighbors, low crime, employment, and reasonable commutes. (CNBC, 8/31/11) 

 
Austin is among “Top 10 Towns for Working Towards a Home Purchase” due to favorable employment and 
housing market conditions. 
Move.com rated Austin as one of the top 10 places for home buyer security. Steve Berkowitz CEO of Move pointed out that “Buying a home in 
an area with an established job market or expanding industry can help provide buyers more confidence in the future, especially as the economy 
continues to fluctuate.” The rating compared job postings per 1,000 from Indeed.com, unemployment rate, and median home list price. Austin 
was sixth highest with the most number of job postings per 1,000 people at 90. Austin was also noted for having a low unemployment rate at 
7.6% and stable to increasing home prices at 2.0% year over year growth and a flat growth rate month to month. (Move.com, 8/30/11) 

 
Austin is one of top 10 markets in the U.S. for Realtors—it has the highest per capita sales, the fastest moving 
inventory, and the greatest median price gain. 
The Austin real estate market was listed as one of the top 10 markets for real estate professionals in 2011. Compiled by Inman News, the list 
showed ten markets where professionals are doing comparatively well in terms of sales and average total dollar volume in sales per Realtor. 
The ranking only considered markets with at least 1,500 sales posted in May 2011. Half of the markets on the resulting list were in the South (4 
in TX), three were in the West, one is in the Midwest, and one is in the Northeast. The 10 markets were, in order: Seattle, Fort Worth, Denver, 
Salt Lake City, San Antonio, Pittsburgh, Dallas, Kansas City, Austin, and Nashville. (Inman News, 8/26/11) 

 
Texas metros set the pace for private-sector employment growth: Austin is the third fastest growing over the 
last 5 years. 
The Business Journal ranked private-sector employment growth for the 100 largest metros and Austin placed third with a growth rate of 6.58%. 
Fellow Texas metro area McAllen-Edinburg ranked first with a rate of 9.48% followed by New Orleans at 8.24%. Only 13 metros had positive 
growth rates during the last 5 years. Texas held sixth of the top 10 spots with Houston, San Antonio, and El Paso taking fourth through sixth and 
Dallas at ninth. Raleigh and Ogden were seventh and eighth, while Omaha came in at tenth. (The Business Journals’ On Numbers, 8/9/11) 

 
Austin takes top spot out of 100 Best Places to Live. 
Relocate America named Austin as the top place to live in the U.S. for 2011. The list was compiled based on numerous data capturing real 

estate and housing trends, economic health, recreation, and safety. Also important to the publishers of the list were what local residents, 

business and community leaders were saying about their community. The only other Texas city in the top 5 was Dallas placing fifth. The rest of 
the top 5 included Grand Rapids, MI; Boulder, CO; and Raleigh, NC. Within the Top 100 list, the Austin region’s Round Rock and Cedar Park were 
also featured as a best places to live. (Relocate America, 8/2/11)  

 
America’s 20 Geekiest Cities: Austin places 12th for percentage of workers with jobs in science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics. 
Using the National Science Foundation’s 2010 Science and Engineering Indicators, Forbes reported Austin as the 12th geekiest city in the US. The 
term geek was defined as being occupations that require either a bachelor’s degree in science or engineering-related fields or requiring 
technical skills in science, technology, engineering or mathematics. The data showed Austin as having 82,100 jobs in these geeky fields or about 
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11.0% of total jobs in 2007. San Jose metro had the highest concentration at 18.2%, while Boulder was second at 17.4%. Austin was the only 
Texas city featured on the list. (Forbes, 8/2/11) 

 
Austin tops the list of metro leaders in Economic Growth Potential ranking. 
According to Business Facilities annual Metro Rankings Report, the cosmopolitan capital of the Lone Star State may be known outside of Texas 
for its hip music scene, but there seems to be no limit to the growth sectors that have been persuaded to put down roots in Austin. Austin has 
established itself as one of the leading semiconductor hubs in the U.S., and recently Austin has unveiled some megadeals involving Internet 
giants such as eBay/PayPal and Facebook which were attracted to Austin’s budding high-tech economy and skilled workforce. In addition to 
topping the magazine’s Economic Growth Potential ranking, Austin was signaled out in the top 5 Tech Hubs and op 10 Clean Tech Leaders lists. 
(Business Facilities, 7/8/11) 

 
Forbes calls Austin America’s No. 1 Boom Town. 
Factoring in data indicative of past, present and future vitality, Forbes named Austin as the top boom town among the 52 largest metros in the 
US. Raleigh, Nashville, San Antonio and Houston rounded out the top five. The ranking considered job growth over the past decade, particularly 
the past two years, and other demographic data indicative of a vibrant economy such as new family formation, high rates of educated migrants, 
and population growth. Los Angeles and Chicago tied for 47th, while San Francisco and New York faired a little better at 42nd and 35th, 
respectively. (Forbes, 7/6/11) 

 
Austin is the No. 1 Hottest Spot to Start a Small Business. 
Austin rose to the top of a list ranking the hottest places to start a small business, defined as less than 100 employees. The data was crunched 
by the US Business Journals and ranked the 100 largest Metros using a number of factors such as number and rates of small businesses, private-
sector employment growth, and population growth. Fiscal Times also cited Austin as being competitive for cost of living and a friendly business 
environment since Texas has no personal or corporate income tax. The remaining top five Metros consisted of Oklahoma City, Charleston, 
Charlotte, and Seattle. (The Fiscal Times, 7/1/11) 

 
Austin is No. 7 on Forbes’ Best Places for Business & Careers list.  
This year’s look at the 200 largest metro areas finds the most active areas of job creation (and lower costs of doing business) in the heartland 
(80% of the top 25 regions). The top 10, in order, are Raleigh, Des Moines, Provo, Lexington, Fort Collins, Nashville, Austin, San Antonio, Denver, 
and Dallas. In most of these hot hubs, including Austin, you’ll find a strong university or two, providing rich cultural life and the kind of 
technology transfer that sparks entrepreneurial activity—giving that educated population lots of reasons to stick around. This look at America’s 
Best Places showcases the stark contrast between Texas—with its low-cost, pro-business regulatory environment (5 cities among the top 25, 
led by Austin at No. 7)—and overregulated and wildly expensive California (home to 8 cities that rank in the bottom 25, including No. 200 
Merced). Texas was one of the last economies to succumb to the recession and one of the first to bounce back, while California is limping along 
with an unemployment rate of 11.7%. Forbes considered 12 metrics relating to job growth (past and projected), costs (business and living), 
income growth, educational attainment and projected economic growth. They also factor in quality of life issues like crime rates, cultural and 
recreational opportunities, net migration patterns, and the number of highly ranked colleges. (Forbes, 6/29/11) 

 
Texas is No. 2 on America’s Top States for Business 2011 list from CNBC. 
Each year, CNBC measures the states by their own standard: the selling points they use to attract business. They separate those pitches into the 
ten categories, which are then weighted in the study based on how frequently the states use them as selling points. The study ranks all 50 
states using more than 40 metrics in 10 broad categories of competitiveness. Texas scored highest in access to capital, cost of living, technology 
and innovation, and infrastructure and transportation. Virginia took the top spot in this year’s list. (CNBC.com, 6/27/11) 

 
10 Best States for Entrepreneurship & Innovation: Texas ranks 5th. 
The US Chamber of Commerce compiled an extensive report, titled Enterprising States, on what makes certain states attractive places to locate, 
relocate and expand in this uncertain economy. In the overall category of Entrepreneurship and Innovation, Texas ranked fifth behind New 
Mexico, Colorado, Utah, and Montana. The Lone Star State moved up twelve places over last year’s ranking, due in part to its increase in 
entrepreneurial activity and above average rankings in small business lending and business birth rate. (The Atlantic, 6/24/11) 

 
Lone Star Jobs Surge: The Texas model added 37% of all net U.S. jobs since the recovery began. 
A remarkable fact: Some 37% of all net new American jobs since the recovery began were created in Texas. State-by-state employment changes 
since June 2009, when the recession ended, show Texas added 265,300 net jobs, out of the 722,200 nationwide, and by far outpaced every 
other state. New York was second with 98,200, Pennsylvania added 93,000, and it falls off from there. California is a large state too, yet it's 
down 11,400 jobs. Texas is also among the few states that are home to more jobs than when the recession began in December 2007. The 
editors note that while all states labor under the same monetary policy and interest rates and federal regulation, all states have not performed 
equally well and they hold that Texas stands out for its free market and business-friendly climate. Capital—both human and investment—is 
mobile, and it migrates to the places where opportunities are larger and burdens are lower. The Texas economy has grown on average by 3.3% 
a year over the last two decades, compared with 2.6% for the U.S. overall. (Wall Street Journal, 6/10/11) 
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Austin named a Top 10 Emerging Commercial Real Estate Market. 
Real Estate Forum featured Austin as one of the top ten emerging commercial markets in the nation leading the economic recovery. The 
magazine cited a high number of relocations, the strength of the marketplace, and job growth as evidence that Austin’s commercial activity is 
ramping up. Multifamily-occupancy was reported at 94% and expected to approach 96% by year’s end. (Real Estate Forum, 6/11) 

 
Texas adds 732,800 jobs over the last 10 years, no other state tops 100,000. 
Texas has enjoyed an unequaled economic boom the past 10 years. Private-sector jobs in Texas increased by 732,800 between April 2001 and 
April 2011. No other state registered an increase of more than 100,000 private-sector jobs during the decade. Only 19 states and the District of 
Columbia posted any gains at all. Texas avoided the real-estate bust that decimated the economies of several large Sunbelt states, including 
California and Florida, during the 2008-2010 recession. It consequently was positioned for a faster takeoff once the national economy began 
improving, allowing it to create 251,700 new jobs in the past year alone. California suffered the biggest decline during the decade. It had 
623,700 fewer private-sector jobs last month than it did a decade ago. (The Business Journals On Numbers, 5/24/11) 
 

Austin No. 5 on "Cities on the Edge" list of American cities poised for greatness in sports, arts, music and culture. 
Research firm Sperling’s BestPlaces ranks and rates the top 50 US cities based on five key areas of greatness, including sports, art, music, 
culture and cosmopolitan factors, like LEED certifications and population growth. San Francisco, Boston, Denver, Portland, and Austin top the 
list. Burgeoning art scenes and a commitment to the environment are said to characterize cities topping the list. The “Live Music Capital of the 
World” ranks fourth in the “music” category, which puts a premium on independent, homegrown music scenes, and nails the top spot in the 
“city” category with a high percentage of young, well-educated residents, a healthy economy and substantial green building activity. 
(Spearling's Best Places. 5/24/11) 

 
Austin ranks among nine metropolitan areas with a strong supply of IT talent, low competition and favorable 
employment costs. 
KLG Advisors’ report identifies U.S. locations that have the potential to provide employers with a strong supply of IT talent, with low levels of 
competition, and favorable employment costs than in most of the traditional IT centers that emerged during the end of the last century. The 
analysis was conducted on metro areas with at least 20,000 IT workers in order to focus on markets with at least reasonable scale. Ultra-high 
cost markets are excluded to further focus the analyses on identifying high quality locations that also provide a strong economic value 
proposition. The 27 metro areas that meet these criteria were then ranked on three key talent pool indicators: high concentration of existing 
experienced talent, strong overall IT sector employment expansion, and high output of relevant talent from universities and colleges. Austin 
was the only metro placing in the top 5 on all three of these indicators. (KLG Advisors, 5/18/11) 

 
New York Times business blog provides reasoning behind Why Austin Leads in Small Business Creation. 
New York Times Business Blog has successful Austinites explain why Austin is a hotbed for small business relocation. Interesting factors such as 
‘urban economics’ are cited in addition to the traditional ones, such as a strong business climate, skilled work force, and high quality of life. 
(New York Times “You’re the Boss” business blog, 5/12/11) 

 
Chief Executive ranks Texas Best State for Business for 7th consecutive year. 
More than 500 CEOs considered a wide range of criteria, from taxation and regulation to workforce quality and living environment, in Chief 
Executive’s annual ranking of the best states for business. It’s the seventh time in seven years running that Texas has led the states on the 
factors most essential for a business-friendly environment, and the seventh year California has ranked as worst state. The Golden State shared 
the bottom ranks with New York, Illinois, New Jersey and Michigan. Business leaders graded the states on a variety of categories grouped under 
taxation and regulation, workforce quality and living environment. Texas gets strong marks in all areas important for business creation, and has 
the second-lowest taxes in the nation. The state has created more jobs than any other—about 250,000 last year. Not surprisingly, it also enjoys 
the highest inward net migration rate of any state. (Chief Executive, 5/3/11) 

 
Best Cities for Job Growth 2011: Austin is No. 1 among 65 large metros. 
Rankings are based on recent growth trends, mid-term growth and long-term growth and momentum and no place displayed more vibrancy 
than Texas. The Lone Star State dominated the three size categories, with the No.1 large metropolitan area Austin (No. 6 overall), and No. 1 
mid-sized city, El Paso (No. 3 overall, up 22 places from last year), joining Killeen-Temple-Fort Hood (the No. 1 small city) atop their respective 
lists. Texas also produced three other of the top 10 smallest regions, including energy-dominated No. 4 Midland, which gained 41 places 
overall, and No. 10 Odessa, whose economy jumped a remarkable 57 places. It also added two other mid-size cities to its belt: No. 2 Corpus 
Christi and No. 4 McAllen-Edinburgh-Mission. The “large cities” group that Austin tops includes 65 metropolitan areas with a current nonfarm 
employment base of at least 450,000 jobs. (New Geography, 5/2/11) 

 
Austin distinguishes itself by topping Area Development's "100 Leading Locations" list. 
The list does not rank the locales, however the magazine does highlights Austin as the most named “Leading Location” among the 14 different 
lists of best-performing locations in the recession-to-recovery period that Area Development reviewed for their 100 Leading Locations list. The 
magazine used their own survey and 13 other highly regarded location surveys from sources including Forbes, Newgeography, Brookings Metro 
Monitor, Fast Company, and CNNMoney. They note that for companies large and small, the Austin metro has been a sound choice for 
expansions and re-locations. In business-friendly Texas, Austin stands out—its businesses consistently push boundaries, creating high-tech and 
cutting-edge innovations that in turn spur even more investment. (Area Development, Spring 2011) 
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Austin is in the Top 10 American Cities of the Future 2011/12. 
Austin takes the No. 8 spot in the American Cities of the Future ranking of 405 cities across North and South America. The top 10 were: New 
York City, Chicago, Houston, Toronto, Atlanta, Montreal, Boston, Austin, Miami, and San Jose. A mixture of data and expert opinion was used to 
rank cities which have the best prospects for inward investment, economic development and business expansion. fDi Intelligence used 
numerous criteria in the following categories: economic potential, human resources, cost effectiveness, quality of life, infrastructure, business 
friendliness, and foreign direct investment promotion strategy. In addition to placing in the top 10 overall and among major (750,000+ 
population) cities, Austin placed 4th for FDI strategy, 6th for quality of life, and 9th for business friendliness. (fDi Intelligence, April/May 2011) 

 
Austin has some of the cleanest air in the country: it ranks among cleanest metropolitan areas for 24-hour 
particle pollution. 
The American Lung Association State of the Air 2011 report ranks the metropolitan areas based on ozone and particle pollution during 2007, 
2008 and 2009. The Association uses official data from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to compile the rankings. For particle 
pollution, the report examines fine particulate matter (PM2.5) in two different ways: averaged year-round (annual average) and over short-
term levels (24-hour). The cities on the cleanest cities lists for ozone and for short-term levels of particle pollution had no days with unhealthy 
levels of ozone or particle pollution. These lists are not ranked because all the cities earned the same scores. Austin is one of 40 metros on the 
cleanest metropolitan areas for 24-hour particle pollution. Out of 277 metropolitan areas, Austin ranks 115th for high ozone days. (American 
Lung Association, 4/27/11) 

 
Austin ranks No. 3 on Best Cities for Staying Young list based on health assessment survey of the 50 largest 
metros. 
RealAge analyzed data from the 50 largest metropolitan areas to see which has the population with the youngest “RealAge” and which has the 
oldest. Listening to all those sweet songs in this city known by some as the "live music capital of the world" is clearly helping Austinites sleep 
soundly. Austin ranks No. 1 for sleep, which means these Texans are getting the ZZZs they need in order to be the third-youngest city in the 
United States. Salt Lake City and San Francisco took the top two spots in the ranking. (RealAge, 4/22/11) 

 
Texas offers the No. 2 Best State Tax System for Entrepreneurship & Small Businesses. 
The Small Business & Entrepreneurship Council’s “Business Tax Index 2011” ranks the states from best to worst in terms of the costs of their tax 
systems on entrepreneurship and small business. The Index pulls together 18 different tax measures, and combines those into one tax score 
that allows the 50 states and District of Columbia to be compared and ranked. Texas offers the No. 2 best state tax system for entrepreneurship 
& small businesses, with South Dakota being No. 1 and Nevada No. 3. The 3 worst state tax systems are New York, New Jersey, and Minnesota. 
(Small Business & Entrepreneurship Council, 4/14/11) 

 
Austin leads the nation in Small Business Vitality rankings. 
Austin is the U.S. market that is most conducive to the creation and development of small businesses, according to the latest Business Journals’ 
“On Numbers” rankings. Austin was followed by Oklahoma City, Charleston, Charlotte and Seattle in the standings. Business Journals used a 6-
part formula to analyze the nation’s 100 largest metropolitan areas, searching for the places that offer the best climates for small businesses. 
Austin emerged as the clear leader, thanks to its outstanding records in 3 statistical categories that have a direct impact on small-business 
activity: population growth (22.8% between 2004 and 2009—2nd fastest), job growth (9.3% between 2005 and 2010—3rd fastest), and small 
business growth (1.5% between 2007 and 2008—no other market did better than 0.6%). The highest scoring areas have prosperous economies, 
are expanding rapidly, and are densely packed with small businesses (private-sector employers with 99 or fewer employees). Austin also took 
first place in the same ranking last year. (The Business Journals On Numbers, 4/11/11) 

 
Austin ranks as America's Fifth Strongest Job Market. 
Austin is No. 5 in this month’s On Numbers rankings of employment vitality based on private-sector job data and unemployment rates for 
America’s 100 biggest metros. Fifty percent of each area’s score is based on its annual private-sector growth rates during the past 5 years, 30% 
on jobless rates over the past 12 months, and 20% on raw changes in private-sector employment during the past 5 years. Rounding out the 
current top five are Washington DC, Dallas-Fort Worth, Houston, and Pittsburgh. (The Business Journals On Numbers, 4/7/11) 
 

Site Selection's Governor's Cup returns to Texas.  
Texas reclaimed Site Selection's Governor's Cup for 2010 new-project activity, with 424 projects, after a four-year claim to the Cup by Ohio. The 
Governor's Cup recognizes the state that in the previous calendar year won the most new projects and expansions. Qualifying projects involve 
private-sector capital investment in commercial facilities of at least US$1 million, 50 or more new jobs or new construction of at least 20,000 sq. 
ft. (1,860 sq. m.). Runners up in the 2010 competition are Ohio, Louisiana, Pennsylvania and Georgia. (Site Selection, 3/11) 

 
Austin No. 3 Cleantech City in the United States. 
Austin has long been Texas’ hub for solar, wind, geothermal, and biomass power, as well as fuel cell technologies. Its commitment to the 
environment and sustainability has made it not only a national cleantech player, but a global one as well. Austin is home to some of the largest 
cleantech companies on a global level, including HelioVolt, Xtreme Power, and Green Mountain Energy. A large research and development hub, 
the University of Texas at Austin has created several research expenditures to elevate research into energy efficiency and renewable energy. 
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This includes a project by the College of Natural Sciences to create biofuel from blue-green algae and hybrid-electric automobile programs 
developed by The Center for Electromechanics. There is also the Clean Energy Incubator, which provides facilities and resources to turn 
renewable energy ideas into working projects. Boston and San Jose topped this list. The rest of the top 10 were: San Francisco, Seattle, Chicago, 
Philadelphia, Berkeley, Pasadena, and Washington, DC. (CleanTechies, 3/25/11) 

 
Austin enjoys the 2nd highest Well-Being Index score among large metros. 
Polling firm Gallup and Healthways, a wellness and health promotion plan provider, produce a Well-Being Index covering 188 metropolitan 
areas in the United States. With a composite score of 69.8, the Austin enjoys the second-highest Well-Being Index of any metropolitan area 
with more than 1 million residents. Washington, DC slightly edged out Austin for the number one spot, with a Well-Being Index of 69.9. 
Rounding out the top 5 metropolitan areas are San Jose, Seattle, and San Jose. Scores are an average of 6 sub-indexes, which individually 
examine life evaluation, emotional health, work environment, physical health, healthy behaviors, and access to basic necessities. The overall 
score and each of the 6 sub-index scores are calculated on a scale from 0 to 100, where a score of 100 represents the ideal. (Gallup, 3/15/11) 
 

Austin No. 2 on Ten Best Cities to Find a Job list. 
Ajilon Professional Staffing has identified the 10 best cities for finding employment in the U.S. Austin came in second place on the list 
(Minneapolis was first) as a result of the city’s low cost of living and diverse talent pool. Austin’s robust educational community also contributed 
to boosting job growth in the market. Home to several major universities, including the University of Texas, local businesses have a vast pool of 
well-educated recent graduates to choose from for local employment opportunities in Austin. Ajilon compiled its list using Department of Labor 
statistics and insights from its regional market branches. Each of the cities on the list boast an unemployment rate of 8% or lower. In 
determining the list, Ajilon also considered a number of factors, including the diversity of industries in the city, cost of living, the range in size of 
companies offering employment, and level of higher education among its residents. (Ajilon Professional Staffing, 3/15/11) 
 

Austin is one the Top 20 Strongest Performing Metropolitan Areas. 
Each quarter, the Brookings Institution’s Metropolitan Policy Program publishes an examination of various indicators of economic recession and 
recovery in the nation’s 100 largest metropolitan areas. The “MetroMonitor” report includes a survey of employment, unemployment, gross 
metropolitan product, and housing prices trends. Austin was named one of the top 20 strongest-performing metro areas in the most recent 
MetroMonitor report. Austin was one of only 4 metropolitan areas in the country that remained in the top 20 during both the recession and the 
recovery (Hartford, McAllen, and San Antonio were the others). Austin was also one of only 4 metro areas that regained more than half of the 
jobs lost during the recession by Q4 of 2010 (McAllen, New Orleans, and Washington, DC were the others). Only Austin, Boston, Charleston, 
and Minneapolis had job growth in every quarter of 2010. (Brookings Institution, 3/14/11) 
 

Austin was ranked the 8th Most Socially Networked City in the U.S. 
America's Most Socially Networked City rankings start by calculating the number of Facebook and LinkedIn users per capita; followed by overall 
Twitter usage (NetProspex); traffic generated by the major social networks, including Myspace, Friendster, Reddit, and Digg (analyzed by ad 
network Chitika); and the percentage of households that check out chat rooms and blogs (SimplyMap). The top 10 in rank order are 
Washington, Atlanta, Denver, Minneapolis, Seattle, San Francisco, Orlando, Austin, Boston and Salt Lake City. (Men's Health, 3/7/11) 
 

Austin is the No. 2 Healthiest Market for Home Builders. 
Austin, No. 1 in last year’s list, continues to show solid improvement in its housing fundamentals. The metro area enjoys some of the strongest 
job growth in the nation. Employment accelerated last year with the addition of 18,700 more jobs, lowering the unemployment rate to 7%. 
Google recently fanned the employment flames by announcing it wants to open a division there dedicated to location-based marketing and 
mobile recommendations. Austin has grown to become the 15th largest city in the nation, according to the U.S. Census Bureau. Median 
incomes rose 3% last year. Median home prices in Austin rose right through the economic recession, eking out a 1% gain last year to $195,000. 
Builder’s Healthiest Markets for Home Builders index is forward-looking. It is based on comparisons between actual data for 2010 and 2011 
projections compiled by Moody's Economy.com. The data is then weighted by Hanley Wood Market Intelligence to produce a Healthy Market 
index for the top 100 metropolitan areas, based on permit activity. Builder forecasts 11,079 building permits for Austin in 2011, an increase of 
57%. (Builder, 3/3/11) 
 

Texas has 6th lowest State-Local Tax Burden. 
According to the Tax Foundation’s new annual report on state tax burdens, the state-local tax burden in Texas is 7.9% of income, the sixth-
lowest in the country. On average, U.S. residents devoted 9.8% of income to paying state and local taxes in 2009. At 12.2%, New Jersey has the 
highest tax burden and Alaska, at 6.3%, has the lowest. (Tax Foundation, 2/11) 

 
Texas leads the nation in ozone reduction. 
From 2000 to 2009, ozone levels in Texas have decreased by 27% statewide, more than any other state in the nation. By comparison, the rest of 
the nation averaged only a 12% decrease in ozone levels over this same time period. (Texas Texas Commission on Environmental Quality, 
2/20/11) 
 

Austin-Bergstrom International Airport No. 3 in North America & No. 5 globally in its size class according to 
annual Airport Service Quality Awards. 
The Airport Service Quality Awards recognize the airports which have achieved the highest passenger satisfaction ratings in the ASQ Survey—
the world's benchmark measure of airport excellence. For the 5th consecutive year, Austin-Bergstrom International Airport (ABIA) has earned a 
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ranking in the top 5 airports in both North America and the world for excellence in customer service. Travelers enjoy the Austin vibe at ABIA. 
Comfortable architecture, an ambiance made distinct with live music and local restaurants, enjoyable art and a super clean terminal distinguish 
this airport as uniquely Austin. Austin-Bergstrom has nonstop service to 38 destinations in the U.S. and Mexico and served 8.7 million 
passengers in 2010. (Airports Council International, 2/15/11) 

 
Austin picked for national Startup America: Reducing Barriers roundtable. 
Austin will be part of an eight-city series of roundtable discussions for federal officials to gather information from entrepreneurs on how to 
improve the nation’s start-up environment. The tour, which is part of the White House’s Startup America initiative, at which administration 
officials will hear directly from entrepreneurs on ideas to build a more supportive environment for entrepreneurship and innovation. The Austin 
roundtable will be at the annual South by Southwest festival. The annual festival includes a focus on emerging technologies, which has made it 
an important destination each year for entrepreneurs and startup firms. 
(U.S. Small Business Administration, 2/11/03) 

 
Austin 3rd Biggest Brain Magnet. 
New Orleans, Raleigh, and Austin top this list of the smartest cities of the future. Brains are flocking to Austin for good reason. Forbes ranked it 
the best large urban area for jobs in 2010. Along with Raleigh, Austin is emerging as the next Silicon Valley, luring lots of brains who would have 
previously headed toward the West Coast. Austin owes much both to its public-sector institutions (the state government and the main campus 
of the University of Texas) and its expanding ranks of private companies—including foreign ones—swarming into the city's surrounding 
suburban belt. Its vibrant cultural scene certainly helps in attracting college-educated millennials. To come up with this list, Forbes took the 52 
metropolitan areas with more than 1,000,000 population and ranked them by percentage gains in people with college educations compared 
with the population over 25 years of age between 2007 and 2009, using the latest data from the American Community Survey. (Forbes, 
2/10/11) 

 
Austin is the No. 4 Best City of Live, Work and Make Movies. 
Texas’ unofficial film capital has been a thriving, moviemaker-friendly community for years, and home to some of the country’s most exciting 
auteures (Richard Linklater, Mike Judge, Robert Rodriguez). In addition to a low cost of living and low unemployment rate, Austin offers 
moviemakers another way to save in the Texas Moving Image Industry Incentive Program. One of Austin’s strongest assets is its depth of 
dependable crew. On most features shot in Texas, nearly 80% of the jobs are filled locally. Austin also continues to waive permit fees and make 
city locations available at cost, without reservation or location fees. Austin moviemakers also benefit from the “Now Playing” film discount 
card, where local vendors offer discounts to productions. “Austin is a magical city filled with creative folks, beautiful locations and endless 
energy,” according to moviemaker Bob Ray. (MovieMaker, Winter 2011) 

 
UT Austin ranks high on Kiplinger’s Best Values in Public Colleges 2011. 
Kiplinger identifies the 100 schools that deliver a stellar education at an affordable price. There are separate rankings for in-state and out-of-
state tuition. Austin comes in 14th in the former and 27th in the latter. Kiplinger starts with data on more than 500 public institutions and sort 
the schools based on a combination of academic quality and affordability measures to determine which schools offer the best value. (YƛǇƭƛƴƎŜǊΩǎ 
Personal Finance, 2/11) 

 
Austin is one of the Best American Cities to Live and Work in. 
The editors of digital magazine Business Review USA sort out the economic hot spots that are also the nation’s best places to live and work. 
Austin comes in third behind Eden Prairie, Minnesota and Ellicott City, Maryland. They note that Austin is favored among professionals who are 
in the small business community and that entrepreneurs work together to support each other and their businesses. Austin is also home to the 
massively popular South by Southwest festival, where musicians, artists, film makers and emerging tech geeks migrate to for a sort of 
Woodstock meets Consumer Electronics Show meets Sundance. The University of Texas at Austin is also the breeding ground for those 
interested in taking over the engineering and computer science industries and the city is home to offices of Dell, 3M, Apple, Hewlett-Packard, 
Google, Cisco Systems, eBay/PayPal, Whole Foods and much more. (Business Review USA, 1/31/11) 

 
Austin is the No. 2 IT Startup Hotspot. 
PayScale, the world's largest real-time salary data provider, has produced an IT Startup Salary Hotspots Report. To avoid population bias, 
PayScale finds the ratio of IT workers at a startup IT firm to all workers for each metro and standardizes the ratio by the national proportion of 
IT workers at startup IT firms. The other major metric used is the ratio of the median pay for IT workers at startup firms by metro to the 
national median pay for IT workers at startup firms. The product of the IT startup employment ratio and the median pay ratio is the IT Hotspot 
score. San Francisco tops the list of IT Startup Salary Hotspots because it employs more than double the national average of IT startup workers 
and it offers pay over a third higher than the national average. However, some cities experience higher than average employment ratios, but 
lower than average median pay ratios and vice versa. For example, Austin is the No. 2 IT Startup Hotspot due to its large employment ratio, but 
for pay it only ranks in the middle (7 out of 12). "It is not folklore that the San Francisco Bay Area, Austin and Seattle are top places for tech 
startup jobs; the PayScale data shows these cities top the list of hot IT startup locations," said Dr. Al Lee, Director of Quantitative Analysis at 
PayScale. "These three cities continue to be prime places with over twice the percentage of startup jobs and the best opportunity to land a job 
with the next Google or Amazon." (PayScale, 1/27/11) 
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Austin is America’s 3rd Best Job Market. 
Washington, Boston, and Austin top Forbes’ list of the healthiest labor markets among major U.S. metro areas. The areas with the most 
promising employment situations—at least for now—tend to be government hubs—six of the top 10 job markets are state capitals. Aside from 
being the capital of Texas, Austin has a number of assets that have helped it weather the economic downturn: It's a state capital and major 
convention center, home of the University of Texas and a tech hub. To compile their list Forbes examined the 50 largest metro and relied on the 
latest metro unemployment data from the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, Juju.com's monthly Job Search Difficulty Index for Major Cities, and 
Moody's Economy.com analysis for the trends in each labor market. (Forbes, 1/6/11) 

 
Austin among 10 Best Cities to Invest in Commercial Real Estate.  
Austin is one of the best prospects for commercial real estate investment this year according to a Grubb & Ellis Co.  forecast. Each year, 
Grubb & Ellis develops an Investment Opportunity Monitor that identifies the metropolitan markets with the strongest prospects for each 
major property type over the coming five years. The monitor for each property type consists of 15 to 20 variables divided into three categories 
– demographics, economics and real estate fundamentals. The variables are assigned weights based on their relative importance. Employment 
growth and barriers to entry are two of the most important variables. Austin offers few supply constraints along with very strong prospects for 
population and job creation over the next five years, fueled by their superior universities, reasonable business and living costs and their ability 
to attract a young, educated labor force. (Grubb & Ellis, 1/3/11) 
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2010 RANKINGS 
 
Austin is the Best Place to Buy a Home in 2011. 
Texas' capital and a great college town, Austin is beautiful and the 12th-most-affordable American metro area. Job growth from 2000 to 2010 
was 14.1%. Unemployment currently is 7.1%, compared with 9.8% nationwide. The city's population is growing too. These positive indicators 
are expected to continue in the coming decade. Fortune 500 companies abound here and it's home to more than 2,000 tech companies. Home 
prices are reasonable for the $73,747 median family income and nobody does BBQ better than Texas. (AoL’s WalletPop, 12/31/10) 

 
Austin ranked no. 26 among Top 50 U.S. Cities for Industrial Jobs. 
Four of the top 50 cities are located in Texas (Houston—1st, Dallas—6th, Fort Worth—11th, San Antonio—17th and Austin—26th). Austin is said to 
have 43,100 manufacturing jobs as of the end of 2010. Manufacturers’ News tabulates this data by city rather than by metropolitan area. 
(Manufacturers’ News, 12/30/10) 

 
Samsung’s $3.6-billion expansion of Austin semiconductor fabrication facility named Economic Development 
Deal of the Year. 
Business Facilities, the premier Economic Development Magazine, awarded Samsung’s $3.6-billion semiconductor fabrication expansion in 
Austin as the top deal of the year in 2010. The project was selected by the magazine’s blue-ribbon panelists as the ‘Gold’ award winner out of 
24 highly-competitive projects nationwide. The Greater Austin Chamber of Commerce, the Governor’s Office of Economic Development and 
Tourism and the City of Austin were acknowledged by the magazine as helping to secure the deal. The project is expected to create up to 7,600 
direct and indirect jobs for the Austin Metro Area, creating about $1.4 billion in local economic activity annually. With this deal, Samsung’s total 
investment in Austin will reach $9.2 billion since 1996. (Business Facilities, 12/10) 

 
Austin places 4th Most Secure Place to Live. 
According to the seventh annual “Most Secure U.S. Places to Live” rankings from Farmers Insurance Group of Companies®, Austin is the 4th 
most secure U.S. community among large metropolitan areas (population of 500,000 or greater). Madison comes in first, followed by Des 
Moines and Syracuse. The rankings, compiled by experts at Sperling’s BestPlaces, took into consideration crime statistics, extreme weather, risk 
of natural disasters, housing depreciation, foreclosures, air quality, terrorist threats, environmental hazards, life expectancy and job loss 
numbers. (Spearling’s BestPlaces, 12/16/10) 

 

Austin is Lonely Planet’s No. 4 Best Place to Go in U.S. in 2011.  
Austin and West Texas share 4th place on Lonely Planet’s staff poll. The travel experts praise the city's annual South-by-Southwest festival for its 
"trifecta appeal of musicians, film buffs and interactive whiz kids, this is a huge, one-of-a-kind event." (Lonely Planet, 12/13/10) 

 

Austin is No. 12 on America’s 25 Best Cities for Shopping list. 
When it comes to shopping, everything’s bigger in Texas. Forbes’ first-ever ranking of the best U.S. cities for shopping takes a look at the real 
numbers behind what makes retail sparkle in the 25 biggest cities in America. In compiling the list of America’s best cities for shopping, we took 
the interests of all types to heart to find the urban centers with the best combination of options, ease and affordability. Nearly a quarter of U.S. 
retail space is in the Lone Star state, more than explaining how four Texan cities landed in the top dozen cities for shopping. The cities are based 
on the nation's largest cities (600,000 to 8 million), what they have to offer in terms of total number of retail locations and malls, sales tax, and 
consumer prices. (Forbes, 12/13/10) 

 

Austin ranks as 3rd Best Place for Military Retirement.  
Texas cities took 4 spots in the top 10 partly because federal pensions are not taxed in the state. Austin’s attractiveness includes affordable 
housing, more arts and culture, trendy restaurants and mass transit. USAA and Military.com also note Austin’s reputation as one of the most 
progressive cities in the U.S., with 'green' initiatives and thoughtful urban design. Austin places high in the ranking despite the distance to 
heavily weighted amenities such as base exchanges, commissaries and a VA medical center, which are about 60 miles away. (Military.com, 
12/6/10) 

 
Austin named Best City for Telecommuters. 
With high-speed broadband and wireless options becoming more ubiquitous, and with freelancing making traditional workers less profitable, 
this list eschews the traditional focus on local technology and the quality of Internet access and instead focuses on places that provide a big-city 
experience at a small-town price. To make the cut, cities had to offer lower than average living costs and meet the lifestyle needs of 
telecommuters. The author notes Austin’s rich intellectual and cultural scene, its impressive music scene, and its standing as one of America’s 
healthiest cities. (AOL DailyFinance, 12/2/10) 

 
Austin ranks as the Best Performing U.S. Metro in the Recovery.  
Austin ranked as the No. 1 metro in the U.S. and No. 26 in the world in terms of jobs and income growth during the current economic recovery. 
The Brookings Institution’s new Global MetroMonitor examines data selected to provide evidence on “emerging shifts in the location of global 
economic resilience and future growth” among 150 of the world’s largest metropolitan economies. The indicators reflect achievements in rising 
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incomes and standards of living and generating widespread labor market opportunity. Brookings ranks metro performance before, during, and 
after the recession. In the pre-recession ranking, Austin is 25th globally and 3rd nationally, in the recession period, Austin is 40th globally and 3rd 
nationally, and in the recovery ranking, Austin is 26th globally and 1st nationally. Austin’s innovative capacity and high level of college educated 
are noted. Even in the midst of the recession, Austin registered net in-migration, posting the 3rd highest metro total in the nation. According to 
the authors, “Austin’s continued attraction and retention of high-skilled human capital, its diverse set of export-based industries, and its 
avoidance of the worst U.S. housing market excesses of the 2000s help explain its stronger-than-national performance throughout the three 
periods. (Brookings Institution, 11/30/10) 

  
Austin has the 6th lowest crime rate among large cities. 
Among 34 cities of 500,000 or more population, Austin has the 6th lowest crime rate. The top 10 in order are: El Paso, Honolulu, New York City, 
San Jose, San Diego, Austin, Portland, Los Angeles, Seattle and Fort Worth. CQ Press’ city and metro area comparison crime rate rankings 
involves a multistep process in which the reported crimes per 100,000 population rate are compared to the national reported crimes per 
100,000 population rate and then indexed to create a summary score and ranking across six areas of reported violent and property crime. (CQ 
Press, 11/22/10) 

 
UT-Austin is No. 25 in Bloomberg’s Best U.S. Business Schools 2010.  
The Bloomberg Businessweek ranking of full-time MBA programs is based on a survey of new MBAs, a poll of corporate recruiters and an 
evaluation of faculty research output. The ranking includes 57 U.S. schools. Recruiters give UT graduates an “A” for analytical skills and general 
management skills. (Bloomberg Businessweek, 11/11/10) 
 

Austin among Newsweek’s 10 Cities Best Situated for Economic Recovery. 
Describing Texas as “the No. 1 destination for job-seeking Americans, Newsweek placed Austin, Dallas, San Antonio and Houston in its top 10, 
thanks to a hearty energy sector and a strong spirit of entrepreneurism. Newsweek described Austin as having the nation’s strongest job 
growth, both in the last year and over the last decade. Austin “is arguably the best-positioned of the nation’s emerging tech centers. It enjoys 
good private-sector growth, both from an expanding roster of homegrown firms and outside companies, including an increasing array of 
multinationals such as Samsung, Nokia, Siemens, and Fujitsu.” The author, Joel Kotkin, also notes that Austin’s prosperity “isn’t simply a product 
of its university culture or its synergetic collection of technology firms. Its success owes a great deal to simply being in Texas—Texas offers pro-
business policies and relatively low taxes, and the physical infrastructure in the cities is generally as good or better than in many East and West 
coast metropolitan areas. Businesses have been flocking to Texas for a generation, and that trend is unlikely to slow soon.” (Newsweek, 
11/8/10) 

 
Dell ranks No. 1 in Newsweek’s 2010 Green Rankings.  
Three leading environmental research organizations measured the 500 largest publicly traded companies in the U.S. according to 
environmental footprints, policies, and reputations. Austin’s Dell has built its sustainability strategy over the years by setting a series of 
ambitious goals, several of which it has already met. In 2008, the company announced it would reduce its total emissions by 40% by 2015. It is 
well on the way to achieving that goal. Many of Dell's efforts are also focused on reducing the environmental impact of its products at all stages 
of their life cycles, from design to disposal. Dell has one of the tech industry's most comprehensive recycling programs. Other companies with 
major operations in Austin, such as IBM, Intel, Hewlett-Packard, Applied Materials, and Advanced Micro Devices also ranked high on the 
Newsweek list. (Newsweek, 11/04/10) 

 
Austin is among America’s 10 Most Affordable Cities.  
Forbes looked at all metros with at least 100,000 population and sought to identify cities that had a balance of cheap living and economic 
prosperity—places with solid job markets, but where costs aren't prohibitive. Austin has relatively low unemployment rates, inexpensive 
groceries, healthcare, transportation and housing, and is one of the nation’s hottest cities for high-tech jobs. Houston and San Antonio also 
made the top 10. Texas has long enjoyed the benefits of a business-friendly tax climate, rich natural resources and a stable housing economy. 
As a result, jobs are available, but costs low enough that Texans can stretch the fruits of their labor further. That combination is enticing to 
Americans seeking to relocate. (Forbes, 11/2/10) 

 
Austin is 7th on Daily Beast’s America’s Smartest Cities list.  
The Daily Beast ranked the 55 largest metro regions with all data was organized on a per-capita basis. Metrics were selected to represent 
education and intellectual environment (percentages of residents over 25 with bachelor’s degrees and graduate degrees, nonfiction book sales, 
and institutions of higher education and libraries per capita). Scores on the indicators were weighted and tallied to obtain each city’s civic IQ 
total (ranging from 0 to 200). No. 1 ranked Boston has a score of 176.68 and Austin’s 140.01 places it 7th. (The Daily Beast, 10/25/10) 

 
Austin highly ranked among 50 U.S. Real Estate Markets to Watch.  
PricewaterhouseCoopers and the Urban Land Institute annual examination of emerging trends places Austin high on their lists of real estate 
markets to watch: 4th for commercial/multifamily investment (behind Washington, New York, and San Francisco); 3rd for 
commercial/multifamily development (behind Washington and New York); and 2nd for for-sale homebuilding (behind Washington). PWC and 
ULI interview a wide range of industry experts for this investment/development outlook. Where institutional investors and big corporate space 
users will focus is said to center on accessibility and workforce—big airports, good labor pools, and company operations centers—and also on 
places where educated, energetic, creative young people want to be. The editors note that when the economy inevitably gains strength, high 
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tech, life sciences, and computer industries will be in the vanguard. That is why investors should scope out opportunities in brainpower bastions 
like Austin (and as they quote an interviewee, “Everyone wants to live in Austin”). (PriecewaterhouseCoopers, 10/10) 

 
Austin ranks 2nd on the Milken Institute’s Best-Performing Cities 2010: Where America's Jobs Are Created & 
Sustained.  
Leaders in this year’s index, which ranks U.S. metros based on their ability to create and sustain jobs, are all metros that were shielded from 
losses in the production of capital equipment and consumer durable goods. Diversified technology bases, including high-tech manufacturing; 
reliance on service industries; having a large military presence and a relatively small presence of financial services were common characteristics 
in this year’s top performers. Texas metros occupied 11 of the top 25 positions among the 200 largest metros in the 2010 Milken Institute Best-
Performing Cities Index—and 5 of the top 10. Austin was No. 1 in last year’s index, but Killeen took that spot this year. (Milken Institute, 
10/14/10) 

 
Austin ranks 6th among America’s Smartest Cities.  
CNNMoney ranked large metros for percentage of the population with college degrees. New Census Bureau data for 2009 shows 38.7% of 
Austin’s population has a bachelor’s degree or higher, while the national average barely tips 25%. Preceding Austin on the list were 
Washington, San Francisco, San Jose, Raleigh, and Boston. (CNNMoney.com, 10/1/10) 

 
Austin is one of the 10 hottest cities for Clean-Tech Job Activity. 
Based on a proprietary weighting of job postings, investment activity, job presence, and patent activity, Clean Edge has identified the top 15 
U.S. metro areas for clean-tech job activity and Austin comes in at No. 10 behind San Francisco, Los Angeles, Boston, New York, Denver, 
Washington, San Diego, Houston, and Chicago. Clean Edge is a research and advisory firm devoted to the clean-tech sector. (Clean Edge, 10/10) 

 
University of Texas at Austin named 9th Best Graduate Program for Entrepreneurs. 
The University of Texas' McCombs School of Business was picked as having the 9th best program for entrepreneurs, according to The Princeton 
Review and Entrepreneur magazine. The high ranking was attributed to the school's high percent of entrepreneur faculty, about 95%, and high 
five-to-one faculty-student ratio, among other attributes. Its average 800-student enrollment has access to 11 clubs and entrepreneur 
organizations. The university awards about $135,000 during business plan competitions and maintains four mentor programs. The school was 
lauded for having close ties to the Austin business community, an emphasis on collaboration and for infusing technology, entrepreneurship and 
globalization in the curriculum. Austin’s Acton School of Business, part of the Hardin-Simmons University, was ranked No. 11 on the list. All of 
its teachers are entrepreneurs and the one-year program is described as competitive, rigorous and progressive. (Entrepreneur, 10/10) 

 
University of Texas at Austin named 12th Best Executive M.B.A. Program by The Wall Street Journal. 
The University of Texas' McCombs School of Business was picked as having the 9th best executive M.B.A. program among 87 examined by The 
Wall Street Journal, moving up from a 15th place showing in the 2008 study. The 2010 Wall Street Journal report and rankings are based on a 
survey of thousands of students and hundreds of companies about the quality of E.M.B.A. programs and how well they deliver on improving 
management and leadership skills. The top 25 is based on responses from 3,060 of the most recent graduates of 87 E.M.B.A. programs at 64 
business schools with campuses in 18 countries; responses from 189 corporate human-resources and executive-development managers; and a 
measurement of how well students say their schools enhanced the skills that companies said were most important. (Wall Street Journal, 
9/30/10) 

 
Austin named in Travelocity’s Top 10 Fall Hotspots. 
Travelocity editors analyzed the top 100 fall destinations to find the top 10 domestic destinations that have shown the greatest year-over-year 
growth in popularity. Austin rose four spots on the totem of booked locations to 34th most visited. (Travelocity.com, 9/22/10) 

 
Austin among 10 metros Where You can Buy a Home for Less than $800 a Month.  
To see how far your real estate dollar will stretch in different places across the country, U.S. News examined housing costs on a monthly 
payment basis. They started with the National Association of Realtors' median home price data for 159 metro areas and subtracted a 20% down 
payment from a market's median price and plugged the remaining figure into a mortgage calculator using a 4.32% interest rate on a 30-year 
fixed loan. The median home price in the Austin area stood at nearly $197,000 in the second quarter of this year, a slight increase from a year 
earlier. After a 20% down payment—of $39,400—monthly payments for mortgage principal and interest on a median-priced home in Austin 
come to $782. (U.S. News, 9/21/10) 

 
Austin continues to place among America’s Most Recession Proof Cities.  
A total of six Texas cities appeared on the top 20 strongest-performing metro areas because they have kept their labor and housing markets 
stable and have been posting robust economic activity during the past few years. The latest installment of the Brooking’s Institute’s barometer 
of the health of America’s 100 largest metropolitan economies includes employment, output, and home prices data through the second quarter 
of 2010. (CNNMoney.com, 9/16/10) 
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Texas predicted to be the Place that will Lead the Country to a Solid Economic Recovery. 
In debating the future of the U.S. economy, Richard Florida and Joel Kotkin are on the same page: Texas will lead the country to a solid 
economic recovery. Although the economy has slowed in recent months, the prospects for a robust recovery are still looking up for the Lone 
Star State. Texas gained 14,000 jobs in June even as employment fell in 27 other states. That brought Texas's total for the first half of 2010 to 
178,700—more than twice that of any other state. A key factor has been the state's energy production—strong prices helped Texas enter the 
recession late. But more important is that Texas is not just an energy-producing state. High-tech centers in Austin and Dallas have created an 
economy ranging "from cow chips to computer chips." (National Journal, 9/11/10) 

 
Texas is a Top State for Doing Business according to Area Development’s survey of site selection consultants. 
Site selection consultants to industry are in a unique position to understand the requirements of their corporate clients. The editors of Area 
Development magazine conducted a survey of a select group of highly respected consultants who work with a nationwide client base. The 
consultants were asked to name their top-10 state choices for meeting 8 site selection criteria: business costs, business friendly, corporate tax 
environment, labor climate, workforce development programs, permitting, rail and highway accessibility, and shovel-ready sites. Texas came in 
No. 2 in the overall ranking and came in either first or second for tax climate, business friendly, low costs and labor climate. (Area Development, 
9/10) 

 
Austin is No. 2 Mid-Size Metro College Destination.  
Rather than focusing on a specific school's performance, the College Destinations Index (CDI) describes the broader learning environments of 
the top 75 cities and towns for students. More than 360 metros are allocated in to four categories according to size, and then ranked according 
to performance on a dozen metrics pertaining to academic environment, quality of life, and professional opportunity. Austin is in the 1.0 to 2.5 
million residents size class and ranks second behind San Jose, CA and ahead of Raleigh, NC. (American Institute for Economic Research, 9/10) 

 
Austin ranks in the Top 100 Cities of the Global Innovation Economy.  
Austin is the 44th city globally and 7th city nationally with the cultural assets, human infrastructure, and networked markets of a competitive 
innovation economy. Austin is one of 19 U.S. cities in the top 100. A total of 289 cities are scored for the index. Top-ranked cities may offer 
better economic opportunities for all of us, due to their innate innovation economics building future industries for employment and community 
services. The worldwide ranking is produced annually by innovation consulting analysts, 2thinknow. The index methodology is based on scoring 
31 common industry and community measures weighted against global trends. The Innovation Cities Index purpose is to measure the 
development of innovation economies globally. (Innovation-cities.com, 9/8/10) 
 

Austin among Least Stressed in U.S.  
Good health, low crime, and relatively-low unemployment has placed Austin the 5th least stressed metro in the U.S. Portfolio.com and 
bizjournals created a 10-part formula to estimate the stress levels in the nation’s 50 biggest metros, using the latest data available from several 
government agencies and private firms. The variables assessed included unemployment, income growth, poverty, deaths from circulatory-
system diseases, sunshine, unhealthy air, crime, commuting, and housing costs. In order, the 10 least stressful metros are Salt Lake City, Virginia 
Beach, Minneapolis, Raleigh, Austin, Oklahoma City, Denver, San Antonio, Kansas City, and Phoenix. (Portfolio.com, 9/7/10) 

 
Austin is 7th Most Favorable Place to Look for Work. 
In the current economy, the number of unemployed exceeds the number of advertised job vacancies in all of the 52 largest metropolitan job 
markets, however Austin is one of the locations where the supply/demand rate most favors job seekers. With less than 1.92 unemployed job 
seekers per advertised vacancy, Austin is the 7th most favorable metropolitan market to look for work in June. The rates in other metros range 
1.03 in Washington, DC, to 10.44 in Riverside, CA. (The Conference Board, 9/1/10) 

 
Austin among the top 20 Brainiest Cities in America.  
America’s Brainiest Metros are a mix of large metros with a significant presence of technology and knowledge-based businesses and the 
nation’s premiere college and university towns. Brainy metros tend to have higher incomes, wages, and economic output, higher levels of 
innovation and more high-tech industry. They have also been among the most resilient during the current economic downturn. The Brainiest 
Metros Index is based on three variables: (1) the share of adults 25 years of age and older with a Ph.D., master's or professional degree, (2) 
computer scientists and mathematicians as a share of all employment, and (3) scientists (physical, biological, social) as a share of total metro 
employment. The index weights all three variables equally and covers 362 U.S. metro regions. (The Daily Beast, 8/27/10) 

 
Austin named top U.S. Entrepreneurial Center.  
Entrepreneur magazine identified the top cities energizing business of all shapes and sizes. The cities were sorted and ranked according to how 
they complement contemporary entrepreneur lifestyles and business types. The 10 lifestyle categories encompassed cities, the great outdoors, 
green towns, college towns, family-friendly, etc. Austin topped the “creative centers” group “where creativity and capitalism make sweet music 
together.” Austin's funky, anything-goes lifestyle exists in stark relief with the traditionally conservative Lone Star State. But Austin is one of the 
nation's most progressive and proactive entrepreneurial centers. Locals wear their "Keep Austin Weird" T-shirts with pride but, in reality, the 
city's combination of art and commerce couldn't be better adjusted. (Entrepreneur, 8/10) 
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Austin among America’s Best Music Cities.  
When it came to live music, Travel+Leisure voters ranked Austin at No. 3 among 30 cities nationally, right behind rhinestone-studded Nashville, 
while New Orleans took the top spot. The author notes that for a city to boost its own music scene, the key may be taking the music out of the 
nightclubs and into the spots where people will find it without even looking. In Austin, for instance, you can hear great live music at 
supermarkets or at Austin-Bergstrom Airport, which offers live-music stages in its terminals. Long considered a mother ship for indie rock and 
alternative country types, the Texas capital established itself nationally decades ago with the TV show Austin City Limits and then its ultra hip 
annual cultural festival South by Southwest. Classic venues include Antone’s, the Continental Club, and the Broken Spoke, but for the latest hot 
spots, ask a local: they rank among the most intelligent (No. 2), attractive (No. 5), and friendly (No. 4) in the survey. (Travel+Leisure, 8/10) 

 
UT Austin ranked No. 5 for higher education excellence based on Contribution to the Public Good.  
Unlike other colleges rankings that ask what colleges can do for you, Washington Monthly’s asks what colleges are doing for the country. The 
magazine has devised a methodology to measure and quantify how well individual colleges and universities were meeting their public 
obligations. Schools are rated based on their contribution to the public good in three broad categories: social mobility (recruiting and 
graduating low-income students), research (producing cutting-edge scholarship and PhDs), and service (encouraging students to give something 
back to their country). Among 258 national universities, Austin placed 5th (behind UC-San Diego, UC- Berkeley, UC-LA, and Stanford). Among the 
five research categories, Austin’s best performance was 6th for science & engineering PhD's awarded and among the five service categories it 
was 3rd for community service participation and hours served. (Washington Monthly, 8/24/10) 

 
UT Austin ranks No. 45 on U.S. News’ 2011 Best Colleges List.  
U.S. News & World Report ranked 262 schools classified as national universities, that is, those that offer a full range of undergraduate majors, 
master's, and doctoral degrees and that are committed to producing groundbreaking research. The University of Texas at Austin came in 45th in 
the 2011 ranking. The magazine also ranks national universities undergraduate business and engineering programs. UT Austin placed 7th overall 
for its business programs and of the dozen engineering specialties ranked, it made the top 10 in six (aerospace, chemical, civil, computer, 
environmental, and mechanical). U.S. News’ methodology: 77.5% of a school's ranking is based on a formula that uses objective measures of 
academic quality such as graduation rates, and the remaining 22.5% is based on a peer assessment or an academic reputation survey among 
high school counselors. (U.S. News & World Report, 8/18/10) 

 
Austin tops multiple Business Facilities Metro Rankings: No. 1 for Quality of Life, No. 1 for Renewable Energy 
Availability, & No. 2 among Greenest Metros. 
Business Facilities rankings feature offers 16 different metro rankings and, according to the authors, “When we pull together our metro 
rankings, there usually is one location that stands out for its across-the-board achievements, and this year’s stand-out is Austin, TX.” Regarding 
its unsurpassed lifestyle, a sunny climate and idyllic setting on the edge of the beautiful Texas Hill Country make Austin a bonanza for outdoor 
activities. Austin’s sunny climate is match by the warmth of its welcome to businesses, one of the reasons the Texas capital and its surrounding 
areas have become known around the world as “Silicon Hills.” Although the high-tech industry is the fastest growing and most visible part of 
the economy, Austin is well diversified with a strong government, education and financial base. The influx of high-tech professionals into Austin 
from all over the world makes the city a challenging, exciting and diverse business environment. “Austin has become one of the few places in 
the country where people come to live by choice, for all it has to offer,” says Austin-based economist Angelos Angelou. (Business Facilities, 7-
8/10) 
 

Austin ranks No. 3 on Top 10 Cities for Young Entrepreneurs in 2010.  
Austin has built a reputation on being the “live music capital of the world.” However Austin has also become a major tech hub with many start-
ups and major corporations calling it home in recent years. The city has a great climate and abundant resources as it continues to move forward 
as a technology hub with much lower costs of living then places like Silicon Valley. New York and San Francisco placed 1st and 2nd and Boston, 
Denver, Chicago, San Diego, Portland, Washington DC, and Seattle round out the list. Under30CEO’s ranking is based on a poll that was focused 
on resources, schools, events, climate, and the social scene that a young entrepreneur looks for. (Under30CEO, 8/4/10) 

 
Texas No. 1 for U.S. Wind Power Capacity added in 2009.  
Wind power additions in 2009 shattered old records, with roughly 10 gigawatts (GW) of new capacity added in the United States and $21 billion 
invested, according to the 2009 Wind Technologies Market Report. Texas led the nation with 2,292 MW of new wind power capacity added. The 
next highest were Indiana with 905 MW and Iowa with 879 MW. Texas is home to more than one-quarter of the nation’s wind power capacity. 
(U.S. Department of Energy, 8/4/10) 

 
Austin named Top City for Young Adults.  
The state capital led the list of 10 cities in the U.S. that offer exceptional opportunities for those starting out in life. Kiplinger focused on healthy 
economies fueling new job growth and then fine-tuned its search using other youth-friendly factors such as large percentages of people under 
35, cost of living and rental costs, culture, nightlife, and the time you're likely to spend in traffic. Austin has the fourth-lowest jobless rate 
among cities with populations of one million or more. Living costs fall below the national norm. It doesn't hurt that this is the capital of Texas 
and home to eight colleges and universities, including the University of Texas. Austin's cultural scene is exceptional, with two giant music 
festivals each year, a vibrant nightlife, and eclectic, up-and-coming neighborhoods, There’s certainly more than enough here to keep a recent 
grad busy. (Kiplinger, 7/23/10) 
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Texas No. 2 Biotech Hub.  
Texas surged from 6th place to 2nd place in Business Facilities annual Biotechnology Strength ranking, firmly establishing the Lone Star State as a 
major national hub for bioscience-related industries. The magazine factors more than two dozen criteria into its annual biotechnology ranking, 
including an assessment of state-funded research and development programs, interaction with institutions of higher education, and major 
projects announced within the past year. Texas notched a 35% increase in biotech-related facilities and an 11% increase in total bioscience 
employment, according to the 2010 Battelle/BIO State Bioscience Initiatives report. Battelle reported that Texas now has nearly 3,000 biotech 
facilities and about 65,000 bioscience workers. “We were particularly impressed by the amount of R&D funding for biotech in Texas (approx. 
$2.5 million) and the number of higher education degrees in bioscience, which exceeded 10,000,” Business Facilities Editor-in-Chief Jack Rogers 
said. “Texas not only is building a biotech manufacturing base, it is growing a skilled workforce to support it.” (Business Facilities, 7/26/10) 

 
Austin is the 10th Fastest-Growing Exporter in U.S.  
Austin's rate of exports increased 16% per year between 2003 and 2008. This high rate of growth brought Austin from the 31st largest metro 
exporter in 2003 to the 26th largest in 2008. Computer and electronic products comprised 43% of the value of Austin’s exports. Royalties from 
intellectual property is the second largest export sector for Austin, accounting for 10%. (Brookings Institute, 7/10) 

 
Austin 5th Best City for New College Grads.  
The nation’s top 30 cities for recent grads were chosen based on the number of employers listing openings on AfterCollege, a website featuring 
entry-level positions, as well as average annual pay, cost of living and unemployment rates. Austin has a reputation for its creative artists and 
musicians, but it’s also a great place to start a career. A low cost of living and unemployment rate puts this city among the best for entry-level 
job hunters. Although the number of employers listing jobs is low compared with other cities on the list, technology and health-care jobs lead 
the pack. In addition, several well-known companies, including Dell and Whole Foods Market, are headquartered in Austin. The city prides itself 
on having a small-town feel, which is appealing to some new college grads. It’s also a hotbed for cyclists, including champion Lance Armstrong, 
who lives in Austin. (Bloomberg Businessweek, 7/16/10) 

 
ABIA selected as one of America’s Best Airports.  
Readers rated airports in 30 U.S. cities on a variety of fronts, including food, shopping, on-time performance, and the efficiency of airport 
employees. Local flavor in the terminals, such as barbecue and Tex-Mex from local favorites Salt Lick and Maudie’s, and housing a stage for live 
music helped earn Austin’s Bergstrom Airport the number nine spot on a list of best airports. But it also ranks high with Travel+Leisure readers 
for its airy atmosphere (No. 7 for design and functionality) and punctuality (No. 7 for on-time arrivals and departures). (Travel+Leisure, 7/10) 

 
Texas ranked Top State for Business.  
A CNBC study of America’s Top States for Business put Texas at No. 1 and also noted that the state achieved the highest point total in the 
history of the study. This fourth annual study measures the 50 states on 40 different metrics in ten key categories of competitiveness. CNBC 
developed these categories with the help of business groups including the National Association of Manufacturers. What separates the top 
states from the rest is includes offering environments that allow businesses to thrive even in a slowdown. Texas powers past the tough times 
on the strength of its economy—top-ranked in the Economy category four years in a row. The Texas economy is the 15th largest in the world. 
The Lone Star State is home to 64 Fortune 500 companies, more than any other state, in a wide variety of industries. So while the state’s last 
win in 2008 came with oil at a record $145 a barrel—a natural tailwind for the largest industry in Texas—the state managed to do even better 
this year despite the fact that oil is trading at roughly half that price. Texas has also managed to avoid the worst of the real estate crisis. (CNBC, 
7/14/10)  

 
Round Rock among 10 Best Towns for Families.  
Cities who made the list boasted communities with ample affordable housing, good neighbors, green spaces, strong public school systems and 
giving spirits. (Family Circle, 7/7/10) 

 
Austin companies make strong showing in Green Power Purchases Ranking.  
The Environmental Protection Agency’s Green Power Partnership ranking of the top 50 U.S. purchasers of electric power generated from 
renewable sources includes five of Austin Energy’s largest customers: Whole Foods Market, Dell, Cisco, Pearson, and the City of Austin. 
(Environmental Protection Agency, 7/6/10) 

 
Austin is ranked No. 1 on Kiplinger’s list of the Best Cities for the Next Decade.  
YƛǇƭƛƴƎŜǊΩǎ tŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ CƛƴŀƴŎŜ named Austin the top city in its list of 10 best cities for the next decade, with a focus on locales that specialize in 
innovative thinking. According to Kipplinger’s, Austin is arguably the country's best crucible for small business, offering a dozen community 
programs that form a neural network of business brainpower to help entrepreneurs. Overlay that net with a dozen venture-capital funds and 20 
or so business associations, plus incubators, educational opportunities and networking events. Mix all these elements in what many call a 
classless society, where hippie communalism coexists with no-nonsense capitalism, and you’ve got a breeding ground for start-ups. And don’t 
discount the fun factor: In the self-proclaimed live-music capital of the world, music and business creativity riff off one another. The city’s 
famous South by Southwest festival, where concerts, independent film screenings and emerging technology overlap, is a prime example. 
Kiplinger’s ranking process was based on the work of Kevin Stolarick of the Martin Prosperity Institute. Stolarick’s formula identifies cities with 
current and likely future growth in high-quality jobs and income and also includes in the formula measurements of the "creative class." 
Creative-class workers—scientists, engineers, educators, writers, artists, entertainers and others—inject both economic and cultural vitality 
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into a city and help make it a vibrant place to live. Kiplinger’s also weighed affordability and public-transit infrastructure—the latter being an 
important factor to ensure continued growth in certain metro areas. (YƛǇƭƛƴƎŜǊΩǎ tŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ CƛƴŀƴŎŜ, 7/10) 
 

Austin cited as one of America’s Recovery Capitals.  
The Lone Star state's major metro areas—Austin, Dallas/Ft. Worth, Houston and San Antonio—are all emerging from the recession better than 
their counterparts in many areas of the country. Forbes worked with Moody’s Economy.com to examine how major metro areas are likely to 
fare within the next few years. Moody’s provided analysis and annual growth prospects for employment and economic output for the period 
2010-14 for the 25 largest metro areas in each of the four regions of the country—the South, the Midwest, the West and the Northeast. The 11 
metros that that made the list had the best combination of job and output growth, equally weighted. Metro areas that have good growth 
prospects through the recovery tend to be hubs for government activity, energy, logistics, and, in some cases, technology growth. That explains 
why Austin, home to Dell Computer, the University of Texas and the Lone Star state's government has an annual GMP growth prospect of 6.2% 
and a projected annual employment growth rate of 3.3%. Construction remains sluggish in Austin, but the metro area, also a music and film 
industry center, is buttressed by the recovery in the tech sector. (Forbes, 6/25/10) 

 
Austin named one of America’s Most Recession-Proof Cities.  
The Texas capital is among the 21 strongest-performing metropolitan areas in a CNN assessment based on The Brookings Institute’s June 2010 
edition of the quarterly MetroMonitor report. In fact, Texas cities starred on the new list of recession-proof metro areas, with six of 21 spots. 
These metros are singled out by Brookings for keeping their labor and housing markets stable and posting robust economic activity during the 
past few years. In fact, all but five of the 21 leading cities have economic output levels that top records set just prior to the recession. In first 
quarter of 2010, Austin’s gross metropolitan product expanded by 5.3% from its pre-recession peak. Job losses have been muted in Austin, as 
employment in Texas's capital city dropped by 2.3% from its pre-recession peak through the first quarter of 2010. Austin’s Mayor Lee 
Leffingwell pointed out that Austin worked over the past decade to attract high-tech companies, and while some manufacturing jobs in the 
sector have since diminished, companies are still expanding their workforce, including Samsung Electronics, which recently announced a $3.6 
billion project that boosts the company's payroll by 500 permanent positions. And during the last two quarters, Austin welcomed job growth, 
adding nearly 8,000 new jobs during the period and increasing payrolls by more than 1%. "We've worked hard to diversify our economy and are 
aggressively targeting companies focused on renewable energy, medical technology and digital media," Leffingwell said. Earlier this year, Texas 
invested $1.4 million through its Texas Enterprise Fund to lure Facebook into opening its first office outside of Palo Alto, Calif., in Austin. The 
social media giant opened the office last month and is actively hiring for its online sales and operations team. Facebook said it plans to hire over 
200 employees in Austin over the next four years. (CNN, 6/24/10) 

 
Austin among America’s 10 Best Cities for Young Professionals.  
Austin is ranked number 10 on Forbes' fourth-annual list of metros that boast affordability, good job prospects and larger-than-average 
incomes. Among metros with at least one million population, these offer the best chances for college graduates in a tough economy. Texas 
dominates this year’s list, boasting three of the top 10 spots. (Forbes, 6/17/10) 

 
Austin named Top City Beating the Recession.  
On a list of 11 cities that have shown the most economic resilience, Austin ranks No. 1 after considering the changes in four economic indicators 
over the last three years (employment, unemployment, gross metropolitan product, and housing prices). The Huffington Post created their 
ranking based on The Brookings Institute’s June 2010 edition of the quarterly MetroMonitor report. (The Huffington Post, 6/16/10) 

 
14 Austin area high schools rank in the top 6% nationally.  
Each year, Newsweek picks the best high schools in the country based on how hard school staffs work to challenge students with advanced-
placement college-level courses and tests. Just over 1,600 schools—only 6% of all the public schools in the U.S.—made the list. In 2010, 14 
Austin area high schools rank in the top 6% nationally. The schools represent 8 different school districts and 34% of total area high school 
enrollments. (Newsweek, 6/13/10) 

 
The University of Texas system ranks No. 6 on Universities Patent Scorecard.  
On a list which ranks 122 universities for patent quantity, quality, science and speed, the UT system ranked 6th for “technology strength” in 
patenting. UT was awarded 89 patents in the year ending June 2008. (Intellectual Property Today, 6/4/10) 
 

Texas ranked Best State for Business by Chief Executive.  
Texas has been ranked the top state for job growth and business development for the sixth year in a row in a survey of CEOs. The annual survey 
asked 651 CEOs across the U.S. to draw upon their direct experience to rate each state in categories related to taxation and regulation, quality 
of workforce and living environment. CEOs most highly prize lower tax rates and perceived attitudes toward business, followed by living 
environment considerations, such as real estate costs and education. Texas, the second-most populous state and the world’s 12th largest 
economy, is where 70% of all new U.S. jobs have been created since 2008. Unsurprisingly, it scores high in all the areas CEOs value most. “You 
feel like state government understands the value of business and industry to create jobs and growth,” observed one CEO. Its tax credits and 
incentives to business choosing to locate or expand are among the most aggressive. The Texas Enterprise Fund is by far the largest deal-closing 
fund of any state, with grants totaling $377 million disbursed in 2008. (Chief Executive, 5-6/10) 
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Austin No.2 on Forbes’ list of America’s Most Innovative Cities.  
Silicon Valley places first the U.S. as a magnet for innovative companies and people. But in Forbes first-ever ranking of America's Most 
Innovative Cities, the "Silicon Hills" of Austin were close on the Valley's heels. Turns out everything really is bigger in Texas. Including the brains. 
Over the last year residents of Austin have patented about 2,900 inventions, the second-most per-capita of any metro area in the U.S. Forbes 
started with the 100 largest metropolitan statistical areas in the U.S. and used data from the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office to determine 
number of patents per capita. Then they combined that with venture capital investment per capita from the National Venture Capital 
Association, along with those cities' ratios of high-tech, science and "creative" jobs from ZoomProspector.com and Payscale.com. (Forbes, 
5/24/10) 
 

Austin among America’s Fittest Cities.  
Austin took the No. 10 spot on the American College of Sports Medicine's American Fitness Index. The ranking, which analyzes statistics from 
the U.S.'s 50 most populous cities, said Washington, D.C. was again the most healthy, taking 73.5 points out of a possible 100. Boston took the 
No. 2 spot, followed by St. Paul, Seattle, Portland (OR), Denver, Sacramento, San Francisco, and Hartford. The report factors in preventive 
health behaviors, chronic disease levels, access to health care and community resources and policies that support physical activity. The report 
said education levels were a large factor in top health-rated cities. Areas with high ratios of high school or higher education graduates were 
more likely to be physically active and have access to care through health insurance. (American College of Sports Medicine, 5/24/10) 
 

Austin in top 10 for Best Quality of Life.  
Austin was ranked ninth in a study that compared the performances of the nation's 67 biggest metropolitan. The study compared the 
performances of the nation's 67 biggest metropolitan areas in 20 statistical categories. The highest scores went to well-rounded markets with 
healthy economies, moderate costs of living, light traffic, impressive housing stocks, and high-powered educational systems. An earlier study by 
Portfolio.com/bizjournals named Austin the best metro for young adults and that quality helped it crack the top 10 for overall quality of life, as 
did its strong population growth (32% since 2000).Raleigh earned first place, edging out two metros that are substantially larger, No. 2 
Washington and No. 3 Minneapolis-St. Paul. (Portfolio.com, 5/24/10) 
 

Austin No. 3 Dog-Friendly City.  
Austin was ranked the 3rd most dog-friendly city according to a listing of cities with pet-accommodating transportation, parks, attractions, 
stores and dining. (DogFriendly.com, 5/17/10) 
 

UT in Top 10 CEO Undergraduate Alma Maters.  
The University of Texas is ranked fifth among the top 10 CEO undergraduate alma maters. (Bloomberg Businessweek, 5/13/10) 
 

Austin ranked among Cleanest Air Cities.  
The American Lung Association’s State of the Air 2010 report ranks metropolitan areas for risk associated with three measures: year-round 
particle pollution, short-term particle pollution, and ozone pollution. Austin was ranked among the cleanest U.S. cities for short term particle 
pollution, i.e., it had no days with unhealthful PM 2.5 levels. (American Lung Association, 4/28/10) 
 

Cyberstates: Texas 2nd-Largest in Tech Employment.  
Texas’ high-tech sector employment grew by 14,600 jobs between 2007 and 2008. The 2008 gain in Texas was boosted by some 9,200 jobs 
added in the computer systems design and related services sector followed by 4,400 jobs in the engineering services sector and 2,300 jobs in 
the research and development and test laboratories sector. “The fact that Texas’s tech industry was adding jobs in 2008 amidst a gathering 
recession is a testament to our state’s economic strength and increasing role as a high-technology center,” said Jeff Clark, executive director of 
TechAmerica Texas. “While it is likely Texas faced some job losses in 2009 as the full force of the recession hit our tech industry, we are well 
positioned to lead the sector’s recovery.” Texas remains the second-largest cyberstate by technology employment behind California and ahead 
of New York. Central Texas is home to many of the state's largest tech employers, including Round Rock-based Dell, which employs about 
16,000 just in its headquarters. (TechAmerica, 4/28/10). 

 
Texas has one of country’s Best State Tax Systems for Entrepreneurship & Small Business.  
Texas is ranked as the second-best state in America for small-business development for 2010 in the Small Business and Entrepreneurship 
Council’s Business Tax Index. The report analyzes and combines 16 different tax measures into one tax score for all 50 states and the District of 
Columbia, including income, capital gains, property, death/inheritance and unemployment taxes. The report also takes into account various 
consumption-based taxes such as state gas and diesel levies. (Small Business and Entrepreneurship Council, 4/27/10) 
 

Austin is the Best Big City for Jobs.  
Forbes’ New Geographer column’s 2010 list of the best big metros for jobs is dominated this year, as last, by Texas, with the Lone Star State 
producing fully half of the top 10. This year, like last, the No. 1 big metro (among 66 metros with more than 450,000 non-farm jobs) was Austin, 
Texas, which enjoys the benefits of being both the state capital and the home to the University of Texas, as well as a large, and growing, tech 
sector. (Forbes, 4/20/10 & NewGeography.com 4/20/10) 

 

Austin places in Top 10 of RelocateAmerica’s Best Places to Live. 
Austin scored big points on RelocateAmerica's 2010 Top 10 “breakouts.” Austin placed in the top ten in Top 10 Overall, Top 10 Recovery, Top 10 
Earth Friendly, and Top 10 Large Cities. Austin is just simply not like the rest of Texas. From the quirky cast of characters that populate Congress 
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Avenue to burnt orange-clad University of Texas students, bats to Longhorns, four-star restaurants to down-home barbecue joints, corporate 
CEOs to struggling musicians, Texas' capital city stands apart from the rest. Austin became a tech center, home to many large employers, in the 
1990s. Today it maintains these identities and also fosters an increased prominence in the film industry. It's hip and trendy, yet in a vintage sort 
of way. It's high-tech and laid-back. It's politically charged and culturally rich. It's eclectic by nature and creative by design. Most of all, it's a 
place where people like to have a good time. The city is the cultural and economic center of a metropolitan area with a population of over 1.5 
million. (RelocateAmerica.com, 4/20/10) 

 
Austin in Top 10 of Forbes’ annual Best Places for Business & Careers. 
The top of Forbes’ 12th annual list of areas with the most economic opportunity is filled with cities in so-called flyover states, areas with 
reasonable business costs, strong economic outlooks and a solid quality of life. The ranking looks at the 200 largest metropolitan statistical 
areas in the U.S., which range in size from the New York City metro, with 11.7 million people, to Merced, Calif., home to 245,000. The metros 
were ranked on 12 metrics including costs (business and living), job growth (past and projected), income growth, educational attainment and 
projected economic growth. Also factored in were quality-of-life issues like crime, cultural and recreational opportunities, net migration 
patterns. Additional variables included the number of highly ranked four-year colleges in the area and the percentage of subprime mortgages 
handed out over the last three years. The top 10 in order are: Des Moines, Provo, Raleigh, Fort Collins, Lincoln, Denver, Omaha, Huntsville, 
Lexington, and Austin. (Forbes, 4/14/10) 

 
Texas No. 1 among States that are Very Friendly to Small Businesses. 
For entrepreneurs looking to save money, moving to a state that offers a better small business climate can be worth the big change. When it 
comes to measuring a state's business climate, there are several factors to consider: the level of economic growth, the amount of regulations, 
and the education level of the workforce. Look at all those factors, and you've got a sense of whether or not you're dealing with at a business-
friendly state. American Express’ Open Forum named five of the states most friendly to businesses, with Texas as No. 1. Texas if you didn't 
know it, is a great place to start a global enterprise. The Lone Star State has the most internationally focused manufacturing sector in the 
country. In fact, the state has the highest export sales per worker than any of the 50 states. The cost of labor in Texas is another enticing 
charmer: it has the lowest workers' compensation costs of any state. No income or capital gains tax for individuals, either. (Open Forum, 
4/6/10) 

 
Austin a Top 10 Destination in U-Haul’s National Migration Trend Report. 
According to moving data reflective of nationwide statistics for calendar year 2009, Houston took the No. 1 spot, followed by Las Vegas, 
Chicago, and San Antonio. Austin came in at 5th, with Atlanta, Orlando, Sacramento, Kansas City and Denver rounding out the top 10. The 
ranking reflects destinations for movers traveling more than 50 miles, and considers every city in the country, regardless of size. However, the 
data is not stated as a percentage of population and is not reflective of overall growth. The 2009 Top 50 U.S. Destination Cities Report was 
compiled from more than 1 million U-Haul truck transactions occurring during a recent 12 month period. (U-Haul, 4/2/10) 

 
Austin is in the Top Ten U.S cities for Hispanics to Live and Work.  
Austin is not just the capital of Texas, Austin also reigns as the self proclaimed Live Music Capital of the world. Between two major music 
festivals (ACL and SXSW) and over 250 music venues, the title has been well earned. The riverside city’s thriving cultural and arts community is 
enriched by world-class educational opportunities at the University of Texas. Especially of note, the Teresa Lozano Long Latin American Studies 
program, a school within the school, attracts scholars from across the globe. With a reputation for being one of the greenest and fittest cities in 
America, this chic town with a penchant for being a “little weird” boasts low unemployment and a comparatively moderate cost of living. The 
rest of the top 10 includes Houston, Miami, San Antonio, Albuquerque, Chicago, Dallas, New York City, Denver, and Los Angeles. (Popular 
Hispanics, 4/10) 

 
Austin places 3rd among 20 Cities That Are Having An Awesome Recovery. 
BusinessInsider has created a ranking based on the Brookings Institution’s quarterly MetroMonitor report. MetroMonitor has been tracking 
economic recession and recovery in America’s 100 largest metropolitan areas and sorts metros in performance quartiles, but does not normally 
rank them. Based on changes in employment, gross metro product, and home prices, BusinessInsider has produced their ranking. San Antonio 
comes in at no. 1 and Rochester, NY at no. 2. (BusinessInsider, 3/18/10) 

 
Austin takes the 3rd spot among America’s Best Cities for Singles. 
Austin places No. 3 among best U.S. cities for singles in the annual “America’s Favorite Cities” survey, where Travel + Leisure readers rated 
urban areas on culture, hotels, weather, and even how good-looking the locals are. The race for the top singles cities boils down, in many ways, 
to how good the bar scene is. Party-centric cities like San Francisco and New York slide into the top 10 as easily, but smaller cities also have 
their appeal for unmarried types. Austin cracked the top 5 thanks to its unbeatable music scene and smart, friendly locals. It has a legendary 
music scene, unbeatable Tex-Mex and barbecue restaurants, and locals who seem too good to be true. This is one of the few cities where the 
degree of good looks is not balanced out by a lack of brains or an ability to smile. These urbane Texans are attractive (No. 5), smart (No. 2), 
friendly (No. 4), and athletic to boot (No. 3). New Orleans, Miami, New York, and Las Vegas round out the rest of the top 5 best cities for singles. 
(Travel+Leisure, 3/10) 
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Austin is the No. 1 Place for Young Adults. 
This portfolio.com assessment (of 67 U.S. metropolitan areas with populations above 750,000) looked for regions with qualities that would 
appeal to workers in their 20s and early 30s and where those workers have the best chance of establishing themselves in a recessionary 
economy. Two qualities help Austin—the host of the annual South by Southwest music, film, and interactive conference and festival—to stand 
out among the nation’s largest metros: first, two-thirds of the nation’s major markets have fewer jobs now than 5 years ago, but Austin added 
99,200 jobs during that span and its annual employment-growth rate of 2.8% is the fastest in America, and second, Austin has the strongest 
concentration of young people among the 67 metros—28% of its residents are between the ages of 18 and 34, but the median for the study 
group is 23.1%. The study’s 10-part formula gave the highest marks to places with strong growth rates, moderate costs of living, and substantial 
pools of young adults who are college-educated and employed. Austin’s attractiveness to young adults is broadly based, and it ranks among the 
10 leading markets in 5 of the categories that were analyzed. (portfolio.com/bizjournals, 3/15/10) 
 

University of Texas at Austin included in Fortune’s 5 Schools for Entrepreneurs. 
Fortune notes that while many schools sponsor business-plan contests—UT has the Moot Corp competition—but it has a competitive edge in a 
separate idea-to-product competition for students who can commercialize campus technologies. The other schools recognized are Babson 
College, Belmont University, Indiana University, and Saint Louis University. (Fortune, 3/10/10) 
 

Austin selected as one of 21 Top Time-Saving Cities. 
To assess which places help you make the most of your precious hours, RealSimple sorted through reams of data on dozens of large American 
cities, ranked each on various criteria in five categories on a scale of 1 to 5, and added up those categories to get an overall score. The criteria 
contributing to easy living included indicators related to getting around, health and safety, information technology, green time-savers, and 
lifestyle. According to the findings, in addition to a short commute time, Austin residents enjoy some of the best wireless Internet coverage in 
the nation. And Austin’s new light-rail line boasts Wi-Fi access as well as fold-out work tables and room for bicycles. (RealSimple, 3/8/10) 
 

Austin ties for No. 1 in Forbes’ list of Cities Where the Recession is Easing. 
Austin ties Washington for No. 1 on Forbes’ list of 10 metros best surviving the recession. Austin, D.C., and 8 other metros (among them: 
Boston, Los Angeles and a host of other metros in Texas) are best surviving the downturn in part because they specialize in industries that are 
relatively insulated from economic volatility. Cities where the recession's effects are lessening either never felt the full brunt of the housing 
crisis, or have proven resilient enough that demand is returning sooner than elsewhere in the country. These strong housing markets further 
enrich the local economy by feeding a host of secondary industries, like construction, lending and household services. Jobs have been lost 
nearly everywhere in the last three years, but between December 2007 and December 2009 the number of jobs in Austin rose by 0.98%; more 
than any of the other major cities Forbes looked at. And by three years from now, jobs are expected to grow by 8.09%, the second-best job 
outlook on the list. Forbes ranked the 40 largest metropolitan statistical areas based on unemployment rates, the rate of job growth (historical 
and projected), change in median sale price for single-family homes, and gross metropolitan product. (Forbes, 3/2/10) 
 

Austin is the Healthiest Housing Market for 2010.  
Builder’s Builder Market Health Index, compiled by Hanley Wood Market Intelligence, is a ranking of the wellbeing of the major U.S. housing 
markets, based on 2009 data and 2010 projections for household formations, resale values, and job and income growth. These drivers are 
weighted to obtain a ranking by health the top 100 housing markets (determined by permits pulled in 2009). A state capital that is home to the 
University of Texas and Dell Inc., Austin managed to avoid the brunt of the national recession. It has one of the lowest unemployment rates in 
the country, 7.5%. Moreover, nearly all its major housing metrics will be positive in 2010. The region of 1.72 million is forecast to have rising 
employment, household formations, and incomes. Only two markets on this list, Huntsville and Raleigh, will have higher rates of household 
formation this year. Austin was the second fastest growing metro area in the nation in 2008, according to Census Bureau estimates, and 
business relocations continued rising through the recession, according to the Austin Chamber of Commerce. (Builder, 2/25/10) 
 

Austin ranks No. 9 among U.S. Cities with the Most Unique IP Addresses.  
Led by New York, the list of top 10 cities by unique IP count includes other large cities such as San Diego, Oakland, Las Vegas, Baltimore, 
Pittsburgh, San Jose and Rochester, NY, with Austin coming in at No. 9, followed by Providence, RI. While Internet connections in these “big 
cities” are not quite as fast as the ones at the top of Akamai’s 4th quarter 2009 list for fastest connection speeds, the connections from all of 
these cities are in the high broadband range, exceeding 5 Mbps. As such, users in these cities are likely prime candidates for the consumption of 
high-quality digital media. (Akamai Technologies, 2/20/10 

 
Austin’s Williamson, Travis, & Hays Counties listed as the Texas’ Healthiest.  
The report ranks each county within the 50 states according to its health outcomes and the multiple health factors that determine a county’s 
health. Each county receives a summary rank for its health outcomes and health factors and also for the four different types of health factors: 
health behaviors, clinical care, social and economic factors, and the physical environment. Williamson, Travis, and Hays counties each ranked in 
the top 10 on both the Health Outcomes and Health Factors rankings. (Robert Wood Johnson Foundation and the University of Wisconsin 
Population Health Institute, 2/17/10) 
 

Austin’s is the Best Airport in North America & the 2nd Best in the World in its Size Class. 
Airports Council International identified the top performing airports in the annual ACI Airport Service Quality (ASQ) passenger survey. Over 
275,000 questionnaires were completed by passengers at 118 airports worldwide to capture passengers’ perception of the quality of more than 
30 aspects of service. A reliable monitor of airport service, ASQ is used by many airports as one of the key performance indicators of the 
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airport’s service. Ten factors identified as essential for high customer service ratings are, by order of importance: the ambience of the airport, 
cleanliness of the terminal, comfort of the waiting areas, availability of washrooms, cleanliness of washrooms, courtesy and helpfulness of the 
airport staff, business lounges, ease of making connections, passport / ID inspection experience and good shopping facilities. (Airports Council 
International, 2/16/10) 
 

National Trust for Historic Preservation’s 2010 Distinctive Destinations includes Bastrop, TX.  
This annual program recognizes cities and towns that offer an authentic visitor experience by combining dynamic downtowns, cultural diversity, 
attractive architecture, cultural landscapes and a strong commitment to historic preservation, sustainability and revitalization. In each 
community, residents have joined together and taken action to protect their town’s character. Situated on the banks of the Colorado River, 
Bastrop features a history that dates back over 175 years when it was established as one of Stephen F. Austin's original colonies in 1832. The 
town offers a dynamic downtown filled with 19th and early 20th century homes and buildings, unique restaurants and shops in a Main Street 
community, and access to two state parks. Bastrop is lauded as one of the most historic towns in Texas and still possesses that small-town 
charm despite its 30-mile proximity to the thriving capital city of Austin (National Trust for Historic Preservation, 2/3/10) 

 
Best Local Music Scene. 
Budget Travel’s readers choice awards places Austin ahead of Athens, GA, Memphis, New York City, Los Angeles, Seattle and Chicago. Austin 
was also picked in the survey's "best food cities" category. (Budget Travel, 2/10) 

 
Austin ranks low for Rate of Home Foreclosures.  
Austin-Round Rock metropolitan area properties with foreclosure filings represent only 1.25% of area housing units, according RealtyTrac’s 
Year-End 2009 Metropolitan Foreclosure Market Report. Nationally, the rate is 2.21%. No. 1 ranked Las Vegas has a foreclosure rate of 12.04%. 
Burlington, VT and Utica, NY report the lowest rate, 0.05%, in the ranking of metros with 200,000 or more population. (RealtyTrac, 1/28/10) 

 
Texas Installed the Most Wind Power in 2009.  
Texas installed more wind power, 2,292 megawatts, than any other state last year, according to the year-end market report from the American 
Wind Energy Association. Indiana came in second with 905 megawatts added. Last year, the nation as a whole installed more wind-creating 
facilities than any other year, erecting nearly 10,000 megawatts of new generating capacity, or enough to serve more than 2.4 million homes. 
Texas total installed capacity now totals 9,410 megawatts and the next largest state is Iowa with 3,670. (American Wind Power Association, 
1/26/10)  

 
Texas ranks among Lowest for Debt Burden.  
Forbes places Texas 4th best among the 50 states on the magazine’s “Debt Weight Scorecard.” The analysis employed a dozen or so factors, 
including unfunded pension liabilities, changes in tax revenue, debt as a percentage of GDP, debt per capita, growth expectations for 
employment and the state economy, net migrations and a ratio that compares government employees, pension burdens and Medicaid 
enrollees to private-sector employment. (Forbes, 1/21/10) 

 
Austin metro rated the Best Place for Creation & Development of Small Businesses.  
The nation’s top score for small-business vitality, according to a new Portfolio.com/bizjournals study, belongs to Austin, the state's capital and 
the center of a thriving metro with 1.7 million residents. The highest scores, based on a six-part formula used to analyze the 100 largest metros, 
went to areas that have prosperous economies, are expanding rapidly, and are densely packed with small businesses. Austin emerged as the 
clear winner, based on its outstanding performances in statistical categories of critical importance to entrepreneurs: Austin saw population 
growth four times faster than the national rate of increase, impressive long term job growth, and faster small business growth than any other 
market. (Portfolio.com, 1/18/10) 
 

Austin is 5th Best City to Live, Work & Make Movies.  
Trade publication MovieMaker’s new ranking moved Austin to the No. 5 slot from its 10th place ranking last year. The city has appeared 
somewhere on this top 10 list for 10 consecutive years. Others at the top of the 2010 list include: Albuquerque, No. 1; Los Angeles, No. 2; 
Shreveport, No. 3; New York, No. 4. (MovieMaker, 1/18/10) 

 
Texas ranks low for Rate of Foreclosure Filings.  
Though 4 percent more foreclosed in 2009 than 2008, Texas came in 29th among U.S. states for the share of housing with foreclosure filings. 
Slightly more than 1 percent of homes foreclosed in Texas, or about 100,045. The rate equates to about one in 94 houses. Nationally, 
foreclosures represent 2.21% of housing units. State foreclosure rates in 2009 ranged from 0.5% (Vermont) to 10.17% (Nevada). (RealtyTrac, 
1/13/10)  

 
Austin No. 2 among Best Places to Retire & Row in the U.S.  
This is a huge honor which demonstrates the exceptional live-ability and row-ability of Austin and a survey/article will be published in the 2010-
2011 Rower's Almanac. (RowingandSculling.com, 1/11/10) 
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Austin ranked Best City to Invest in Commercial Real Estate.  
Austin has the best prospects for commercial real estate investment this year, a Grubb & Ellis Co. forecast reported. Each year, the firm ranks 
the top 10 local markets in terms of long-term investment potential. In the office sector, Austin, Texas, took the top spot on Grubb & Ellis’ 
Investment Opportunity Monitor, a proprietary market ranking in which Grubb & Ellis annually measures 59 office markets against criteria 
important to the performance of real estate investments. Austin is anchored by a top-notch university and state government, and offers an 
advanced business base and the ability to attract young, educated workers. (Grubb & Ellis, 1/4/10) 

 
Austin is home to the No. 3 Cleantech University.  
Where will the cutting edge companies that transform the industries of cleantech going to come from? Venture capital firms now keep tabs on 
chemical and engineering labs at some of the best U.S. universities as potential sources of new cleantech companies. This ranking from The 
Cleantech Group identifies the 10 U.S. academic institutions best suited take part in the pipeline of collaboration of businesses, universities, 
state initiatives, investors and research dollars leading to commercially viable product. The University of Texas at Austin is a historical leader in 
energy innovation, R&D and teaching. UT is using its leadership of the conventional energy industry as a launching pad for continued leadership 
in the cleantech revolution. The inventor of the lithium-ion battery, John Goodenough, is a professor of mechanical engineering at UT. The 
university also is a leader in algae based biofuels. UT is a part of a multimillion dollar DARPA-sponsored project to produce jet fuels from algae. 
UT Austin was also awarded $35 million in research on carbon sequestration by the Department of Energy. Notable cleantech spinouts include: 
ActaCell, Advanced Hydro, Graphene Energy, Organic Fuels, and Inspired Solar. (The Cleantech Group, 1/4/10) 

 
Austin is 9th Easiest City to Find a Job.  
Job search engine Juju.com’s Job Search Difficulty Index ranks 50 major cities based on the number of unemployed in a metro area vs. the 
number of jobs available. According to the index, Austin has 4 unemployed individuals per advertized job. No. 1 ranked Washington has 2 
unemployed per job. (Juju.com, 1/10) 
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2009 RANKINGS 
 
Austin Most Secure Large Metro.  
The Central Texas area is the most secure U.S. community among large metro areas (population of 500,000 or greater) in which to live. The 
ranking took into consideration crime statistics, extreme weather, risk of natural disasters, housing depreciation, foreclosures, air quality, 
terrorist threats, environmental hazards, life expectancy and job loss numbers. Austin, which was 15th among large metropolitan areas in the 
2008 Farmers study, “is a center for technology and business and is attracting more and more pharmaceutical and biotechnology companies. 
Such Fortune 500 companies as Dell, Whole Foods Market and Freescale Semiconductor are headquartered there, with Austin serving as the 
state capital and home to the University of Texas. A high job growth rate and minimal housing depreciation contributed to its top rating in the 
study.” (Farmers Insurance Group, 12/18/09) 

 
Austin 7th on list of Cities with the Best Water.  
The Environmental Working Group recently released a database of water quality for cities with 250,000 people or more and Austin ranked 7th 
best of 100 cities. EWG rated big city (population over 250,000) water utilities based on three factors: the total number of chemicals detected 
since 2004; the percentage of chemicals found of those tested; and the highest average level for an individual pollutant, relative to legal limits 
or national average amounts, including for the most common pollutants (disinfection byproducts, nitrate and arsenic). (Environmental Working 
Group, 12/12/09)  

 
Texas ranked as Top State for Entrepreneurs.  
The Small Business and Entrepreneurial Council ranked Texas in the top three states for small business and entrepreneurship in their Small 
Business Survival Index 2009. The index intends to help business owners and investors understand the public policy burdens placed on 
entrepreneurship and small business, with the states ranked accordingly. The factors included in the index include taxes, various regulatory 
costs, government spending, property rights, health care and energy costs, and more. “When companies look at Texas, they’re discovering that 
we’ve fostered an environment that encourages people to pursue their dreams, build businesses and create jobs,” Texas Governor Rick Perry 
said. “This index is further proof that our conservative fiscal principles, low taxes, predictable regulatory environment and educated workforce 
have made Texas the best state in the nation to build a business and create jobs.” (Small Business & Entrepreneurship Council, 12/1/09) 
 

Austin No. 5 Lowest Crime Rate.  
Austin, Texas has the fifth lowest crime rate ranking among 34 U.S. cities with 500,000 or more population. CQ Press’ 2009-2010 crime rate 
rankings are calculated using six crime categories: murder, rape, robbery, aggravated assault, burglary, and motor vehicle theft. (CQ Press, 
11/25/09) 

 
Austin ranked 17th Fittest City.  
Austin came in at 17 among 2009’s fittest cities in aŜƴΩǎ CƛǘƴŜǎǎ’ annual sorting out of major metros into top 25 fittest and top 25 fattest cities 
lists. The survey used a wide range of indicators. The ones that Austin scored A or A- on included fitness centers & sport stores, sports 
participation, air quality, commuting, city recreation facilities, access to healthcare, and motivation. (aŜƴΩǎ CƛǘƴŜǎǎ, 11/25/09) 

 
Austin metro ranked 3rd among Fastest Recovering Cities.  
Texas’ four major metros are in the top ten fastest-recovering cities nationwide, according to Forbes magazine. Forbes ranked Omaha first, San 
Antonio second, and Austin third, with Dallas–Fort Worth and Houston coming in sixth and eighth, respectively. Diversified industry and 
relatively stable housing give residents in these metros a measure of economic security. Forbes ranked the country’s 100 largest MSAs 
according to each area’s unemployment rate, as well as foreclosures, gross metropolitan product, and home prices and sales rates. (Forbes, 
11/19/09) 

 
Austin No. 1 on Milken Institute Best Performing Cities Index.  
Leaders in the 2009 index, which ranks the 200 largest U.S. metros based on their ability to create and sustain jobs, the quality of jobs being 
produced, and overall economic performance, are all metros that succeeded in avoiding the worst of economic declines driven by falling 
housing markets and job losses in manufacturing and global trade. The authors aim for the index, which they have been producing since 1999, 
to provide a tool for understanding consumer markets and business expansion opportunities, and in today’s recessionary climate, help 
determine which regions present the lowest risk. The index balances recent performance with that of the latest 5-year period, in order to 
adjust for the extreme variations in business cycles. Austin is one of only two metros to make top 10 showings for job growth over both the 
recent and the long-term views. The unique combination of stability afforded by being the state capital and home to a major research 
university, plus the dynamism of a thriving technology cluster and professional services sector, are cited as the secret of Austin’s stellar success. 
It is the first metro to ever be ranked number one twice on the index, the last time being in 2000. (Milken Institute, 11/11/09) 
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Austin ranked as 4th Least Toxic City.  
To determine which cities are most toxic, Forbes looked at the country's 40 largest metropolitan areas in the country using data from the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency. Forbes counted the number of facilities that reported releasing toxins into the environment, the total pounds 
of certain toxic chemicals released into the air, water and earth, the days per year that air pollution was above healthy levels, and the number 
of times the EPA has responded to reports of a potentially hazardous environmental incident or site in each metro area's principal city. (Forbes, 
11/6/09) 
 

Texas No. 2 in State Business Climate Ranking & No. 1 in Corporate Survey.  
Fifty percent of Site Selection magazine’s annual business climate ranking comes from a survey asking corporate decision-makers to rank their 
top 10 states for ease of doing business. For the third consecutive year, Texas has topped that poll of more than 100 respondents. The only 
thing keeping the state from topping first ranked North Carolina is, paradoxically, its large and rapidly growing population, since per capita 
calculations govern other elements of the ranking. Then again . . . the editors note that the relatively robust picture in Texas is represented, by 
those very population trends. Texas’ natural resources, high tech firms, and banks’ conservative lending practices have helped the state 
economy to outperform the rest of the country so far in this recession and low cost of entry coming into Texas as a new or start-up company is 
noted to be one of the state’s big selling points. (Site Selection, 11/09) 

 
Austin No. 2 Strongest Metro Economy.  
Business Week, with data from the Brookings Institution, ranked the nation's top 40 economies based growth trends in employment, 
unemployment, gross metropolitan product, and home prices. Austin, a high-tech center and home to the University of Texas, ranked 2nd for 
both employment and GMP growth performance. Austin ranked 16th for change in unemployment (the unemployment rate in June was 7.1%, 
up 2.6 points from a year earlier) and 18th on home price change (Home prices grew 2.5% in the second quarter compared with the same period 
a year earlier). (Business Week, 10/26/09) 

 
Austin 2009 No. 15 Safest City.  
To determine the list of America's safest cities, Forbes looked at the country's 40 largest metropolitan statistical areas across four categories of 
danger. They considered 2008 workplace death rates from the Bureau of Labor Statistics; 2008 traffic death rates from the National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administration; and natural disaster risk, using rankings from green living site SustainLane.com. Forbes also looked at violent 
crime rates from the FBI's 2008 uniform crime report. (Forbes, 10/26/09) 

 
Austin ranked 11th Best Place to Raise a Family.  
The editors of Children's Health wanted to find where in America parent’s ideals are met—communities that are safe, nurturing, stimulating, 
and economically sound and neighborhoods where parents raise children with shared values on education, health and fitness, concern for the 
environment. The analysis ranked 100 noteworthy American cities scattered across the country according to more than 30 factors that parents 
deem vitally important, including crime and safety, education, economics, housing, cultural attractions, and health. Austin placed 11th among 
the cities that best complemented family life. (/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ IŜŀƭǘƘ, 10/20/09) 
 

Texas ranks No. 2 in tech exports in 2008.  
Texas’ high-tech exports were $39.8 billion in 2008, up $117 million, or 0.3%, from 2007, solidifying the state’s status as the nation’s second-
largest “cyberstate” in terms of total tech exports, according to a TechAmerica Foundation report. The study looked at manufacturing of 
computers and peripheral equipment, communications equipment, consumer electronics, electronic components, semiconductors, industrial 
electronics, electromedical equipment and photonics. Texas is the leading exporter of communications equipment and of electronic 
components. It is second in computers and peripheral equipment exports and semiconductor exports. High-tech exports supported more than 
1 million U.S. jobs and Texas led the nation in the number of jobs supported by high-tech exports in 2008, with some 253,600 jobs. 
(TechAmerica Foundation, 10/20/09) 

 
Austin named one of 79 metros Where the Recession has Ended.  
October is the first month this year when any metro area has moved from the recession to the “recovering” category, indicating that the 
economy grew from six months earlier. Out of 384 metro areas in the nation, 79 are in recovery, according to the August data on jobs, 
manufacturing and housing. Another 270 areas have a “moderating recession,” meaning their economies were not contracting as severely as 
earlier. Among the 79 in recovery, seven of them are in Texas. (Moody’s Economy.com & MSNBC, 10/15/09) 

 
Austin ranked 8th Best Place to Launch a Business.  
Austin is 8th among large places with all the features entrepreneurs need to thrive: growing economies, affordable workers, stable housing 
markets, low crime. Entrepreneurial ventures and small businesses have thrived in Austin, which has a number of angel investment groups that 
focus on startup businesses. The state capital, like the rest of Texas, is known for its business-friendly tax structure—no state personal income 
tax, no corporate income tax—and support for business development, particularly in the technology sector. The Austin metro area, which has 
doubled its population growth in the last 20 years, is often used as a test market by national companies because its large minority population 
reflects the nation's future demographic mix. With University of Texas college students in residence, the area offers entrepreneurial 
opportunities for the youth market and skilled workers for local businesses. One-third of the area's payroll is related to technology jobs, 
contributing to Austin's reputation for having one of the most educated workforces in the nation. While the summers can be scorchers, 
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residents enjoy outdoor activities year-round. Austin is home to a vibrant music, film, theater and arts community, and is known for its annual 
SXSW and Austin City Limits music festivals. (CNN Money, 10/14/09) 

 
Austin No. 1 Healthiest Housing Market.  
Austin happens to be the only market on Builder’s list of the 75 largest home building markets that is genuinely close to healthy. Home prices, 
which rose in 2008, finally declined this year—they are down 4.6% through September—as this Texas metro ended a long run of employment 
growth and lost some jobs. But its population has expanded by 4.3% during the first half of 2009, which should add housing demand and help 
firm up home pricing. Unemployment in this progressive city is significantly below the national average. Austin continues to draw population 
with its low cost of living, inexpensive housing, and warm-weather climate. (Builder, 10/6/09) 

 
Texas & Austin among Most Popular Places Where Americans would Choose to Live. 
The Lone Star State is one of the most attractive in the nation, according to the latest annual Harris poll. Texas came in at No. 4 on the poll that 
looked at where people want to live. The top 3 states were California, Florida, Hawaii. “The most popular states and cities where large numbers 
of people would like to live tend to attract tourists and business,” according to a release from Harris. “They are places where people like to take 
vacations and where companies like to have their offices and factories.” Among the most popular cities that people would choose to live in or 
near Austin comes in at 11th. The top 5 cities are New York, Denver, San Francisco, San Diego and Seattle. (Harris Interactive, 10/5/09) 

 
Austin ranked as No. 1 Job Market.  
No section of the country has been immune to the recession’s ravages. But a few areas are still doing reasonably well, notably Texas, which 
includes four of America’s five hottest labor markets, according to a new bizjournals/Portfolio.com study. The four Texas markets, Austin, San 
Antonio, Houston and Dallas-Fort Worth each have fewer private-sector jobs than a year ago. The Texas markets, despite their recent losses, 
still have 589,500 more jobs than they did a half-decade ago. That works out to a five-year growth rate of 10.8%, compared to the national 
decline of 0.7% over the same period. (Portfolio.com, 10/2/09) 

 
Austin ranked 5th Youth Magnet City.  
The Wall Street Journal asked a panel of demographers, economists, geographers and authors on urban issues which 10 cities will emerge as 
the hottest, hippest destinations for highly mobile, educated workers in their 20s when the U.S. economy gets moving again. Where young 
adults settle is no small thing. People 18 to 29 are the most mobile age group, and their past migration patterns have defined the future of 
regions, from the long rural exodus of the 1900s to the Silicon Valley boom of the 1990s. Youth-magnet cities gain an enviable cultural allure 
and a labor-market edge. Austin was chosen as the 5th best youth magnet city in the U.S. A state capital and the site of a big University of Texas 
campus, Austin has become a gathering place for tech- and arts-minded young adults. The city has significant high-tech, computer and 
electronics sectors, helping make it a model for a thriving 21st-century knowledge-based community. Its SXSW media and arts conference and 
its Austin City Limits music festival draw hundreds of thousands of visitors each year. The cost of living is well below other cultural hot spots.  
 (Wall Street Journal, 9/30/09) 

 
Texas places 1st for Economic Climate in Best States for Business Ranking.  
Forbes ranks all 50 states based on costs, labor supply, regulatory environment, current economic climate, growth prospects and quality of life. 
Business costs, which include labor, energy and taxes are weighted the most heavily. Texas ranks No. 1 in the land for overall economic climate 
and third for growth potential. Texas ranking overall is 8th. (Forbes, 9/23/09) 
 

Austin among Best Performing Metro Economies.  
Austin and San Antonio will be the first two U.S. cities to recover from the recession, according to a new national forecast from IHS Global 
Insight. The forecast from the Lexington, Mass. economic research firm suggests the two Texas cities will bounce back to their pre-recession job 
levels sometime next year. (Austin Business Journal, 9/15/09) 
 

Austin school district is 8th Largest Green Power Purchaser.  
The Environmental Protection Agency reports that the Austin school district is the eighth largest purchaser of green power among all U.S. local 
government entities—and the only public school district in the nation on the EPA’s Top 20 “Green Power” list. The Top 20 Local Government list 
represents the largest purchasers among local government partners within the Green Power Partnership. The combined green power 
purchases of these organizations are equivalent to the electricity needed to power more than 180,000 average American homes annually. 
(Environmental Protection Agency, 9/9/09) 
 

Austin among 15 Coolest North American Cities.  
From mountains to majesty—MSNTravel aimed to collect the 15 cities where visitors enjoy a diversity of attractions and vibrancy. Famous for 
Tex-Mex food and its eclectic music scene, bustling Austin is also the capital of the Lone Star state. Many visitors find its laid-back atmosphere 
especially appealing. (MSN Travel, 9/8/09)  
 

Austin among Best College Towns.  
Cities recognized on this list put together by Bing Travel are both home to a major college and feature outstanding potential for visitors. 
Austin’s Capitol building, just a mile from the University of Texas at Austin, is the largest in the country. Football’s big, too—you’ll never find a 
football experience to rival UT’s, where the Longhorns are practically a religion, and the people-watching is an event in itself. Austin is also 
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home to North America’s largest and best-known colony of urban bats, which like to hang out under the Congress Avenue Bridge downtown. 
(MSN Travel, 9/4/09) 
 

Austin ranked 4th among Best U.S. Cities To Earn A Living.  
For the exasperated job-seeker to whom employment opportunities seem bleaker than ever, salvation may lie in the Lone Star State. When 
taking into account the cost of living, strength of industry, economists' predictions for the future state of employment and, of course, salary, 
Austin is of the best U.S. cities in which to take home a paycheck. (Forbes, 9/3/09) 
 

Austin one of 3 metros showing signs of Full Recovery from the Recession. 
The Brookings Institution’s MetroMonitor is a quarterly, interactive barometer of the health of America’s 100 largest metropolitan economies. 
It examines trends in metropolitan-level employment, output, and housing conditions to look “beneath the hood” of national economic 
statistics to portray the diverse metropolitan trajectories of recession and recovery across the country. Besides Austin, McAllen and 
Washington are the other most recovered metros. (Brookings Institution, 9/09) 

 
Austin ranked 6th “Next City.”  
Next Generation Consulting (NGC) has made a discovery: Young knowledge workers say that where they lived is more important than where 
they work, and cities that can attract and retain these highly mobile young knowledge workers will reap economic gains. Next Cities™ are places 
with the assets and amenities that attract and retain a young, educated work force. They have bustling city centers, walkable neighborhoods, 
diverse career opportunities, and vibrant art and music scenes. Based on surveys of what is important to young professionals in choosing where 
to live, NGC assembled data on 44 indicators related to issues including affordability, employment opportunities, income, city’s overall 
health/vitality, places to go and things to do after work and on weekends, educational opportunities, mobility, and social capital. Austin ranks 
6th among large cities have the assets and amenities that the next generation of knowledge workers value. (Area Development, Aug-Sep/09) 
 

Austin among Top 10 Cities for Hispanics.  
From the 100 largest cities in the country, Hispanic magazine identified the metropolises come closest to fulfilling the editors’ wish list of 
community ideals: Hispanic population is thriving, unemployment is low to average, the cost of living in manageable, Latinos are an active part 
of city leadership, environmental issues are on the city agenda, resources for Hispanic entrepreneurs are available, and the arts, media and 
cultural institutions serve the community. With its world-class academic, scientific and artistic communities, there is a lot to admire in this 
Texas capital. As the home of the University of Texas at Austin, the city attracts scholars from all over the world to take part in ground-breaking 
work in everything from astronomy to filmmaking. As the Live Music Capital of the World, Austin has developed a reputation as a mecca for 
musicians—who sing in English, Spanish and more. It’s also home to a renowned Latino theater company. A lower than average cost of living, 
relatively low unemployment rate, manageable home prices and a health-wise and environmentally conscientious lifestyle add to the appeal. 
(Hispanic, Aug-Sep/09) 

 
Austin Energy named nation’s No. 2 Smartest Grid.  
Intelligent Utility magazine and IDC Energy Insights gave Austin Energy a “near genius” rating based on revenue per employee; sales of 
renewable energy such as wind and solar; energy efficiency; technology investment; and “smart initiatives” that allow, for example, utilities to 
automatically detect a power outage and reroute electricity to minimize it. Austin Energy expects to finish installing this month nearly 400,000 
smart meters across the city. The city is also planning to spend about $230 million over the next five years on other smart technologies. (IDC 
Energy Insights, 8/26/09) 

 
Austin named the Top City for Your Career.  
SalesHQ.com put Austin at the top of this list because of its robust projected growth and one of the lowest changes in unemployment rate since 
the onset of the recession. Austin has enjoyed a recent explosion of high-tech entrepreneurism, and its two largest employers — the state 
government and the University of Texas — are expected to add a couple thousand jobs this year. (Sales HQ, 8/25/09) 

 
Austin No. 3 on list of Top 10 Cities for Live Music.  
The Society of American Travel Writers (SATW), the world’s largest organization of professional travel journalists and photographers, recently 
polled its members to come up with the “Top 10” best North American cities for live music. Only in Austin, Texas can you go for super-delicious 
and inexpensive barbecue, sit outdoors at a picnic table and hear decent live rock at no additional charge. It is also noted that during the yearly 
South by Southwest (SXSW) Music Festival nearly the entire city becomes a music venue for a week—hundreds of live shows each day make 
Austin just as fun for locals as for industry executives. (SATW, 8/25/09) 
 

Austin Least Stressful Metropolitan Area.  
Austin ranks as the least stressful of the nation’s 40 largest metropolitan statistical areas. It has a year-over-year median home-price drop of 
only 1%, and an unemployment rate of 7.1% as of June. It also had the lowest population density. (Forbes, 8/20/09) 

 
Texas ranked No. 2 for Cleantech.  
Texas has been ranked second among cleantech states because of its wind farm technology. Texas boasts the world’s largest wind farm, and 
generates more electricity from wind than any other state. Moreover, Texas attracted more than $716 million in cleantech-related venture 
capital funds between 2006 and 2008. (Cleantech Group, 8/17/09) 
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Austin No. 2 Best City for Working Moms.  
ForbesWoman's first ever list of the "Best Cities for Working Mothers," ranks Austin second, just behind New York City in a study that examined 
the 50 largest cities in the U.S. “There are numerous considerations for what working moms want in their choice of a city,” said ForbesWoman 
writer Heidi Brown. “We based our rankings on the premise that different mothers have different needs. Beyond good healthcare and safety, 
mothers who work want a city which offers plentiful jobs, high salaries and abundant daycare options.” So how did New York and Austin end up 
as Nos. 1 and 2 of the same list? Austin does have a reputation for offering a high quality of living for all age groups, but New York is a 
playground for grownups, not a sanctuary for kids and their moms, right? Answer: Austin and New York each shine in different categories of 
what a working (or job-seeking) ForbesWoman reader wants in her city of choice. Forbes says Austin offers loads of reasons for scoring second 
on this list. Austin parents love their schools. The city's unemployment, at 6.1%, is one of the lowest of the cities on the list. Like New York, it 
also boasts plenty of outdoor places for the kids to work off steam. Both cities score high for plentiful childcare options. Austin’s massive Zilker 
Park and Town Lake, which dominates the city, is a year-round resource for recreation and education. Professional moms have their pick of 
career paths, including academics at the University of Texas, state government and big tech outfits like Dell and Samsung. (Forbes, 8/4/09) 

 
Austin a Top 10 Start-Up City.  
Entrepreneur ranks Austin among 10 cities that embody the entrepreneurial spirit. These cities are characterized by an openness and energy 
that permeates the whole culture, an infectious enthusiasm throughout the small-business community, and a faith that any problem can be 
overcome through dedication and smart decisions. The magazine’s look at business-friendly cities addresses issues such as government 
incentives, population growth, affordability of commercial rents and openness to new ideas. Entrepreneur calls Austin the “cross-pollinator” 
among the top 10 cities. "Theoretically, people here are competing, but the opposite is happening,” Bijoy Goswami, founder of Bootstrap 
Austin told Entrepreneur. “Part of that Texas ethos has percolated into the entrepreneur scene: People in Austin just treat each other well.” 
(Entrepreneur, 8/09) 

 
Austin No. 11 for Volunteering.  
Austin has the nation’s 11th highest rate for volunteers, with more than 30.7% of the population donating their time over a year-long period. In 
Austin, residents contributed an average of 42.6 service hours and contributed $1.2 billion in services. Austin’s number of service hours per 
resident ranks 9th out of 51 large cities. Nationally, the volunteer rate was 26.2%, with 60.8 million Americans giving 8.1 billion hours of 
volunteer service worth $158 billion. Texas was 36th among the 50 states and Washington D.C. with 25.2% of all residents volunteering. 
(Corporation for National & Community Service, 7/28/09) 

 
Austin 11th Best City for Singles.  
From March's annual South by Southwest music, film and media festival to the city's ever-growing creative community of artists, musicians and 
designers, Austin ranks high on the coolness scale. It also gets points for job growth; the number of jobs in the city will increase by 17.5% over 
the next five years. (Forbes, 7/27/09) 

 
Austin named one of 23 Cities Where the Recession is Moderating.  
The economy may finally be nearing the bottom of the recession in 23 of the nation’s metro areas, according to the latest Adversity Index data 
on jobs, manufacturing and housing from Moody’s Economy.com and msnbc.com. Although not a single metro area in the nation was “in 
recovery,” 23 out of 381 showed a “moderating” recession, meaning their economies were not contracting as severely as six months earlier. 
(msnbc.com, 7/17/09) 

 
Austin is the No. 3 Best City for High-Paying jobs. 
Forbes bases this list on trends in “business and professional services” as the fastest growing sector in the high wage economy. Employment in 
other sectors that pay their employees well, such as technology and manufacturing, have remained stagnant or even fallen. The business 
services sector, on the other hand, seems to have weathered the current recession better than other high-wage sectors. Looking at both short 
term and long run growth trends, Forbes found Austin to be the No. 3 business services hot spot following the Washington and Northern 
Virginia metros. Austin’s local economy has continued thrive not only during the current recession but also over the last decade. The local 
economy is governed by technology. Major industries include wireless technologies, semiconductors and software; Dell calls Austin its home. 
The number of major corporations in this region provides many job opportunities in the professional and business services sector. (Forbes, 
7/14/09) 
 

Austin is near the top for Most Job Postings Per Capita.  
Austin’s job market is one of the best in the country, based on new data on job postings per capita from Indeed.com, an online job posting 
service. Austin had 56 job postings per 1,000 residents in the second quarter, making it the 4th healthiest big-city job market in the country, the 
company said. That was up from a 7th-place ranking in the first quarter. Washington remained the top market, with 133 postings per 1,000 
residents, followed by Baltimore (90) and San Jose (80). Dallas ranked 20th, San Antonio was 23rd, and Houston was 34th. 
(USNews.com/Indeed.com, 7/10/09) 
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Austin is 2nd most affordable city in Forbes’ Best Cities for Families.  
Austin places among the 10 most family-friendly cities in Forbes’ assessment of the best and worst cities for families among the nation’s 40 
largest metropolitan areas. Forbes used the Economic Policy Institute's Basic Family Budget Calculator to determine what families of various 
sizes around the country spend, based on the combined costs of essentials like housing, child care, food and taxes. The magazine calculated the 
budget for a two-parent, two-child family for each city, then divided the results into the annual income for a two-parent family with minor 
children in that city, as reported for 2007 by the U.S. Census Bureau. Austin was the second most affordable city on the list, helped in part, by 
Texas lack of an income tax. For Austin, the median family income is $66,064, the average family budget is $47,238, and budget as percent of 
income is 72%. (Forbes, 6/29/09) 

 
Austin is the 3rd Strongest Metro Economy in the Country.  
The Brookings Institution’s inaugural release of MetroMonitor identifies Austin as the 3rd strongest performing metro area. San Antonio and 
Oklahoma City place 1st and 2nd and Houston, Dallas and McAllen follow Austin on the list. MetroMonitor is a quarterly, interactive barometer 
of the health of America’s 100 largest metropolitan economies. MetroMonitor examines a series of metropolitan-level indicators regarding 
changes in employment, wages, output, and housing conditions. It aims to enhance understanding of the particular places and industries that 
drive national economic trends. “All metropolitan areas are feeling the effects of this recession, but the distress is not shared equally,” stated 
Alan Berube, research director of the Metropolitan Policy Program at Brookings and co-author of the report. “While some areas of the country 
have experienced only a shallow downturn, and may be emerging from the recession already, people living in metro areas that are now 
performing weakest economically should prepare themselves for a long recovery period.” (Brookings Institution, 6/16/09) 

 
Austin ranked Best City for Recession Recovery.  
Forbes named the Austin metro as the best poised for recovery in its list of the 10 U.S. cities poised for a rebound (and the 10 cities with a long 
slog ahead). Many Texas cities are poised for swift recovery according to Forbes. Texas’ economy is diverse, with heavy growth coming from 
education and health care in recent years and did not see the massive real estate bubble that formed in states like California, Nevada and 
Florida. Forbes’ analysis also shows the importance of a city's economic make-up. Cities with robust technology sectors are poised for stronger 
recoveries than manufacturing or finance centers. Austin’s diverse economy, home to Dell, the University of Texas and the Texas state 
government, has kept the economy strong. Forbes examined estimates from data provider Moody's Economy.com of the projected gross 
domestic product of metropolitan areas across the U.S., as well as unemployment figures from the Bureau of Labor Statistics and home prices, 
incomes and affordability data from the National Association of Home Builders. (Forbes, 6/10/09) 

 
Austin one of U.S. News’ 10 Best Places to Live.  
In selecting its Best Places to Live for 2009, U.S. News took a thrift-conscious approach, looking for affordable communities that have strong 
economies and plenty of fun things to do. The cities selected are as distinct as America itself—ranging from a quaint suburb to a live-music 
mecca. If you're a free spirit, music junkie, or barbecue lover—or if you simply have what it takes to "keep Austin weird"—Texas's state capital 
is for you. Considered ground zero for live music, this city of 716,000 residents is home to legions of musicians and nearly 200 performance 
venues. In addition, Austin hosts the always popular South by Southwest festival. Since its inception in 1987, the event has mushroomed from a 
local gathering to a 1,800-band, 80-stage extravaganza of music, filmmaking, and interactive activities featuring performers from all over the 
world. The city's warm climate offers plenty of sunshine, while the open green spaces don't provide any excuse for staying indoors. Austin is 
also a high-tech hub, with companies like Dell and IBM, which employ thousands of residents. (USNews.com, 6/8/09) 

 
Austin ranked in the Top 20 High Tech Metropolitan Areas.  
bƻǊǘƘ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ IƛƎƘ-Tech Economy: The Geography of Knowledge-Based Industries ranked the top high-tech centers in the U.S., Canada and 
Mexico in their ability to grow and sustain thriving high-tech industries. There are 19 individual high tech industries included in the analysis and 
metros are scored based on both the concentration of technology in the local economy and each metro’s relative share of aggregate North 
American high tech activity. Austin’s total high tech LQ of 1.8 shows that the high-tech industry is 80% more concentrated in Austin than in 
North America overall. Austin placed 20th and San Jose and Seattle are 1st and 2nd respectively. (Milken Institute, 6/2/09)  
 

Texas Ranked No. 1 For Business.  
Texas has been named the country's No. 1 state for business once again, this time by Directorship, a publication that caters to corporate 
boardroom leaders. Texas nabbed the No. 1 spot due to its ability to attract Fortune 500 companies, its solid economy, affordable cost of living 
and its pro-business tax climate. The magazine names major corporate relocations and expansions—such as Comerica’s move from Detroit to 
Dallas, Caterpillar's decision to build a new assembly plant in Seguin, and communications equipment maker Setcom’s decision to pick up 
stakes and move from its longtime home in Mountain View, California to Austin—among the reasons for Texas' ranking. (Directorship, 6/1/09) 

 
Austin projected to be among 5 Fastest Growing Metros.  
Bizjournals is issuing its own population projections for the nation’s 250 largest metropolitan areas, looking as far ahead as 2025. Bizjournals 
analyzed recent county-by-county growth patterns within each state, and then used that information to predict metropolitan growth at five-
year intervals between 2005 and 2025. Seven metros currently in the top 50 will climb at least five places, led by Austin. Raleigh barely missed 
the top 50 in 2005, ranking 51st in metropolitan population. It’s projected to reach 38th place by 2025. Austin is the only top 50 market that will 
match Raleigh’s upward mobility during the 20-year span, climbing 13 notches from 38th to 25th. Six metros including Austin and Raleigh will 
grow by more than 80% between 2005 and 2025. Bizjournals projects Austin’s growth will be 87% and that population will be over 2.7 million in 
2025. (bizjournals, 6/01/09) 
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Austin ranks 9th on American Fitness Index.  
Austin ranked ninth for health and fitness among the nation’s 50 largest metros. The western United States dominated the top 10, with only 
three cities lying east of the Mississippi River. Scoring for the index reflects a composite of preventive health behaviors, levels of chronic disease 
conditions, health care access, as well as community resources and policies that support physical activity. Austin's strengths included lower 
percentages of population with chronic health problems, lower death rates due to certain diseases, lower unemployment, high percentage of 
parkland, swimming pools and dog parks per capita, and higher state requirements for PE classes. (American College Sports Medicine, 5/26/09) 
 

Austin the nation’s Best City for a Fresh Start  
Austin is the best city in America to get a fresh start, according to a new report from Relocation.com. The online moving marketplace ranked 
Austin No. 1 on its list of the best cities to start over and seek out new economic opportunities. Relocation.com used the following elements to 
create its list: city "popularity" based on consumer requests for moving quotes to move to that city, economic-growth prospects, home 
affordability, and the strength of a community as reflected by volunteerism rates. Austin achieved the top spot with its high ranking on each of 
those criteria. Buoyed by a vibrant tech community and anchored by government institutions such as the University of Texas and the state 
capitol, Austin ranked in the top 10 for popularity, job growth and its volunteerism rate, and a higher ranking for home affordability. 
(Relocation.com, 5/21/09) 

 
Austin ranked 11th Best City for the Outdoors.  
With the emphasis on mild weather and plentiful park land, Forbes used research on the 40 largest cities from the nonprofit organization Trust 
for Public Land, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) and the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). The Trust for 
Public Land provided data on spending and park land, which it collected from city municipalities. Data on the weather were collected from 
historic averages maintained by NOAA. Forbes looked at air quality in each city's county seat between 2000 and 2007 and averaged the number 
of unhealthy days during that time. Cities that topped the list offer residents a mix of outdoor activities, including community gardening, access 
to urban forests and miles of hiking trails. (Forbes, 5/12/09) 

 
Austin no. 7 Tech Center.  
With a high-tech workforce of more than 54,500, Austin ranks 7th on bizjournals’ list of the nation's biggest tech cities. Texas' Capital City is 
home to over 2,660 tech companies, which employ an average of 20 employees each. Austin also has a relatively educated populace—11% of 
residents have a master's degree or higher. State government and the University of Texas also help make Austin a dynamic tech market. 
(bizjournals.com, 5/11/09)  
 
Austin Chosen as one of Top 20 Places to Thrive.  
BestBoomerTowns.com has chosen Austin, Texas as one of its top places in the U.S. to thrive in retirement. Factors taken into consideration 
were quality of life, cost of living, education and workforce development, weather, healthcare and entertainment. (BestBoomerTowns.com, 
5/7/09) 
 
Austin Best Bargain City in the U.S.  
To determine which U.S. cities are the best bargains, Forbes looked at the country's 50 largest U.S. metropolitan statistical areas and 
metropolitan divisions. Austin earned high marks across the board. "They have the triple-whammy of being a university town, a state capital 
and a technology center," said Al Lee, director of quantitative analysis at PayScale.com, a salary data aggregator based in Seattle. "It makes for 
a very robust economy and a great place for people to work." (Forbes, 5/09) 
 

Austin named one of the 10 Best Cities of 2009.  
Austin ranks No. 8 on YƛǇƭƛƴƎŜǊΩǎ tŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ CƛƴŀƴŎŜ’s 10 Best Cities of 2009. This year, YƛǇƭƛƴƎŜǊΩǎ selected boomtowns offering solid employment 
opportunities and the talent to create new, well-paying positions. While most cities around the country posted job layoffs in the past year, 
Austin added 3,300 jobs, the biggest bump in the country. The increase covered a broad swath, from professional services, education and 
hospitality to health care and government. Gains in those sectors more than offset losses in manufacturing and IT—though the unemployment 
rate in the area has crept up. (Kiplinger.com, 5/09) 
 

Texas one of Top 7 Tax-free Havens.  
Starting a company in one of these business-friendly locations can save proprietors big bucks: these 7 states have no individual income tax, and 
some have no corporate income tax. Although petroleum refining is one of Texas' primary industries, the state's economy relies on a wide 
variety of fields, including manufacturing, agriculture and aerospace. Exxon and Citgo are headquartered in Texas, as are Dell, Texas 
Instruments, Raytheon and Mary Kay. Manufacturers produce clothing, chemical products, food, automobiles, computers and more. Recently, 
the governor's office identified 6 industries in which Texas wants to promote future growth: advanced technologies and manufacturing, 
aerospace and defense, biotech and life sciences, IT and computers, oil refining and chemical products, and energy, including new energy 
sources such as wind. The government is cultivating these sectors by connecting businesses with federal and private grants, providing state 
funds for research, and increasing job training programs. (CNNMoney.com, 5/09)  

 

http://www.austinchamber.com/site-selection/business-climate/austin-in-the-news.php
http://www.acsm.org/AM/Template.cfm?Section=Home_Page&CONTENTID=12957&TEMPLATE=/CM/ContentDisplay.cfm
http://www.relocation.com/library/fresh_start_release.html
http://www.forbes.com/2009/05/11/best-cities-outdoors-lifestyle-health-outdoors.html
http://www.bizjournals.com/specials/pages/251.html
http://www.bestboomertowns.com/
http://www.forbes.com/2009/05/13/bargain-cities-america-lifestyle-real-estate-bargain-cities.html
http://www.kiplinger.com/magazine/archives/2009/07/best-cities-2009-where-the-jobs-are.html
http://www.fortunesmallbusiness.com/galleries/2008/fsb/0803/gallery.no_tax_states.fsb/index.html


AUSTIN IN THE NEWS 
2010-2014 
 

Page | 60 
www.austinchamber.com/site-selection/business-climate/austin-in-the-news.php 

Austin Chamber of Commerce ǒ 535 East 5th Street ǒ Austin, Texas 78701 ǒ Ph. 512.478.9383 ǒ austinchamber.com 

Austin named no. 1 Big City for Jobs.  
Of the 10 large cities with the best employment prospects, Austin is the leader. Job growth between 2004 and 2008 was a whopping 14.8%—
and even between 2007 and 2008, overall growth remained in the black. Austin also was named the 6th best city for jobs in the overall ranking. 
Seven out of the top 10 cities on that list are in Texas, proving that Texas is the place to be for business in 2009. Austin jumped 13 spots up the 
list this year from last year’s overall ranking of No. 19. Author Joel Kotkin notes “Understanding what makes this attractive, fast-growing city 
tick can tell us much about what urban growth will look like in the coming decades. Austin's success is not surprising since, in many ways, it 
starts on third base. Two of its greatest assets result from the luck of the draw; it's both a state capital and home to a major research 
university.” (Forbes, 4/12/09; also New Geography, 4/15/09) 

 
Texas is Tops in Production of Wind Power.  
Year-end numbers for 2008 show Texas leading in wind capacity (with 7,118 MW) and largest wind farms installed (6 of the nation’s top 10). 
Texas once again installed the largest amount of new capacity in 2008—2,671 MW—moving it into a league of its own. More new wind capacity 
was added in Texas during the year than in any country except China and the U.S. If Texas were a country, it would rank sixth in the world, 
behind Germany, the rest of the U.S., Spain, China, and India. (American Wind Energy Association, 4/13/09) 

 
UT's McCombs ranks 18th among nation's Best Business Schools.  
According to U.S. News & World Report, 82.4% of McCombs' 2008 graduates were employed full-time as of graduation. And for Texas students, 
McCombs' in-state tuition of $24,200 a year is a relative bargain compared with the $40,000-and-up annual tuition among many of the other 
top business schools. Other schools in Texas to rank highly were Texas A&M (33rd), Rice University (38th), Southern Methodist University in 
Dallas (47th) and the University of Texas-Dallas (49th). U.S. News surveyed 426 MBA programs to formulate this year’s ranking of top business 
schools. (U.S. News & World Report, 4/12/09) 

  
Texas ranks 13th Happiest State.  
The Happiness Index, which looks at household income, debt, employment and foreclosures, is a fresh take on the old and tired Misery Index, 
made popular in the 1970s and is all about which states are best weathering the current economic storm. Nebraska tops the list, followed by 
Iowa and Kansas. Texas is ranked No. 13. The Lone Star State avoided extreme high or low rankings in any one category, but achieved better 
than average ratings in debt and unemployment. Oregon is ranked No. 51 on the Happiness Index, putting it in last place. (Mainstreet.com, 
4/6/09) 
 

Austin is a City of the Future.  
fDi Magazine’s North American Cities of the Future 2009/10 shortlists, which took more than 6 months to research and involved the data 
collection of nearly 400 North American cities, ranks Austin No. 5. Numbers 1 to 4 are New York, Chicago, Houston and San Francisco. Seven 
categories were used to determine the winners: economic potential, human resources, cost effectiveness, quality of life, infrastructure, 
business friendliness and promotion strategy. (fDi Magazine, April/May ‘09) 
 
Texas is the nation's 2nd Largest Cyberstate.  
The Cyberstates 2009 report—which details national and state trends in high-tech employment, wages, and other key economic factors for all 
50 states, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico—shows that Texas saw the largest high-tech employment gains in the nation in 2007, a 
designation usually reserved for California. The addition of 14,700 high-tech jobs brought the industry total to 474,100 in 2007—the most 
current year for which state data are available. Texas remains the second-largest cyberstate by tech employment, behind California and ahead 
of New York. Additionally, the high-tech industry in Texas paid out $39.8 billion in payroll in 2007. The Texas average tech industry wage in 2007 
was $83,900—84% higher than the state's average private sector wage. (TechAmerica, 3/31/09) 

 
Austin comes in 2nd in the top 10 Cities Where Americans are Relocating.  
Unemployment is on the rise, credit is tight and consumers aren't spending — which means they aren't picking up and moving much, either. 
Very few places in America saw significant population growth in 2008. The places on CƻǊōŜǎΩ list are still growing because instead of building an 
economy that relies heavily on one industry, most of these metros serve as headquarters for a diverse range of companies. For example, 
Austin's biggest employers include the University of Texas, Advanced Micro Devices and Dell. That wide range might have something to do with 
the area's relatively low January 2009 unemployment rate of 6.4%. Forbes also nods to the metro area’s thriving music, film and fine arts scenes 
as contributing to its popularity streak. (Forbes, 3/30/09) 

 
Austin 8th Best Place for Business & Careers.  
Forbes’ ranking looks at the 200 largest metropolitan areas and is based on 11 different criteria including job growth, business and living costs, 
income growth, migration trends, educational attainment, crime rates, local colleges, and cultural and recreational opportunities in the area. 
New criteria in this year’s rankings including projected job growth and subprime mortgages as a percentage of total originations helped boost 
several metros in the rankings, most notably Austin, Texas. Austin ranked 8th this year, up from 47th last year. Austin's projected annual job 
growth rate of 2.3% is fifth fastest in the country, and its subprime mortgage exposure clocked in at 13th. The city has a fan in the Charles 
Schwab Corp. "The city of Austin is extremely business-friendly. They have bent over backwards to accommodate us," says Glenn Cooper, head 
of real estate at Schwab, which expanded its Austin presence in 2007 when it purchased the 401(k) Co. Cooper highlights the political 
environment, culture and cost of living as draws for Schwab to Austin. (Forbes, 3/25/09) 
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Texas voted Best for Business by Chief Executive.  
Texas was ranked No. 1 on the magazine’s list, based on surveys done by 543 CEOs, for the fourth straight year. The magazine says states that 
perform well in the rankings tend to have lower taxes and low rates of unionization. (Chief Executive, 3/25/09) 
 

Austin & Raleigh are Fastest-Growing Metro Areas. 
Raleigh-Cary, N.C., and Austin-Round Rock, Texas, were the nation’s fastest-growing metro areas between 2007 and 2008, according to July 
2008, population estimates for the nation’s metropolitan statistical areas and counties released by the U.S. Census Bureau. The Austin metro 
saw its population climb 3.8% between July 2007 and July 2008, to 1.7 million. Raleigh experienced a 4.3% increase to 1.1 million. These two 
large metro areas were among 47 of the 50 fastest-growing areas located entirely in the South or West. The Austin metro area was the location 
of the sixth fastest growing county (with over 10,000 population), Williamson, as well as 10th-ranked Hays County. (U.S. Bureau of the Census, 
3/19/09) 

 
Austin-Bergstrom International among Top Performing Airports.  
Airports Council International announced the top performing airports in its Airport Service Quality Survey for 2008. Austin-Bergstrom 
International Airport (ABIA) ranked 3rd in North America (the top 2 being Canadian airports). Additionally, ABIA ranked 3rd for its size (5-15 
million passengers) among airports around the globe. (Airports Council International, 3/10/09) 

 
Austin 10th Best City for Moviemakers  
Each year MovieMaker surveys the country to find the areas you’ll be happiest to call home if you call yourself a moviemaker. This year’s focus 
is on those places that offer the perfect combination of employment opportunities, reasonable costs of living, strong quality of life, affordable 
home prices and, of course, financial incentives. Variables considered included cost of living, average salary, unemployment rate, job growth, 
median home price, and crime rate; as well as the number of film schools, festivals, movie-related vendors and local movie theaters. 
MovieMaker factored in the current production scene, i.e. production days, size of talent pool, financial incentives for shooting in a particular 
area, and extra credit was given for cities doing something unique—like special “green” efforts. Austin is once again one of the cities that offers 
moviemakers the best all-around chance of finding success with their art during these tough economic times. 
 (MovieMaker, 2/18/09) 
 
Austin named no. 2 Healthiest Housing Market for 2009.  
Builder, in conjunction with Hanley Wood Market Intelligence, debuts its metric for determining markets with the best and least potential 
based on based on population trends and job growth, perennial drivers of housing demand and other key factors. Austin has become the sixth 
largest home building market in the last year, mainly due to job creation. While other markets lost employment, Austin added 17,400 jobs last 
year, 2.3% growth rate. It helps that Austin is home to both a major university, The University of Texas, and the state capital. Existing homes 
cost a little bit more in Austin than other Texas markets, roughly $188,600, but that’s still below the national average. Also, Austin is one of the 
few metro areas in the country where median prices actually rose in 2008—2.7%. Amazingly, Austin now generates more home building activity 
than Chicago, which has six times more people. (Builderonline.com, 2/17/09) 

 
Austin named one of America’s Top 30 Most Wired Cities.  
Since 2007, Forbes has measured cities' wired quotient by computing the percentage of Internet users with high-speed connections and the 
number of companies providing high-speed Internet. Since many urban residents access the Internet by wi-fi, we also measure the number of 
public wireless Internet hot spots in a particular city. Our formula remains the same as previous years with one exception: the addition of 
broadband penetration data from Scarborough Research. The change was made to complement similar data from Nielsen Online. (Forbes.com, 
1/22/09)  
 

Austin named one of 15 Coolest North American Cities.  
Mountains to majesty: Whether you're looking for world-class museums, breathtaking architecture, lush parks and gardens or vibrant nightlife, 
take your pick of these cities and enjoy the diversity that each has to offer. Famous for Tex-Mex food and its eclectic music scene, bustling 

Austin  is also the capital of the Lone Star state. Many visitors find its laid-back atmosphere especially appealing. (MSN Travel, 1/22/09)  

 
Austin named one of America’s 25 Strongest Housing Markets.  
Forbes worked with Moody's Economy.com to compile a list of the country's real estate markets that are nearest to recovery. Moody's looked 
at the country's Census-defined metro areas with populations over 500,000, and prepared forecasts through 2011. They then compared them 
to prices in the second quarter of 2008, which were the latest figures available, to calculate how far prices will likely fall before reaching 
bottom. Not one metro area will see prices increase before the end of this year, according to Zandi's forecasts. The strongest metro areas will 
be flat at best―but that's better than the 15% drop Moody's expects on average in the U.S. Texas markets are in the best shape. Housing values 
were rising in many Lone Star State towns until oil futures collapsed and agricultural commodity prices fell. But the bottom doesn't look very 
deep. "Texas has the best large-state economy in the country right now," says Mark Zandi, chief economist for Moody's Economy.com. 
"Employment is slowing, but it’s still growing." (Forbes, 1/7/09) 
 

Texas ranks 4th on a new list of Best States to Start a Business. 
The Lone Star State won praise for having “the most globe-focused manufacturing sector in the country, with export sales at $69,268 per 
worker—the highest of any state.” U.S. News also cited Texas’ lack of income or capital-gains taxes for individuals and the state’s low worker 
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compensation costs. The newsmagazine took a comprehensive look at the business climates for entrepreneurs in all 50 states. As the basis for 
their report, U.S. News used the 2008 New State Economy Index from the Kauffman Foundation and the Information Technology and 
Innovation Foundation as well as the Small Business Survival Index 2008 from the Small Business and Entrepreneurship Council. Texas’ fourth-
place ranking fell behind No. 1 Washington, followed by Virginia and Colorado. Rounding out the top seven were Nevada, Utah and Florida. 
(U.S. News & World Report, 1/6/09) 

 
 

 
Note: The version of these rankings on our web site and the electronic version of this MSWord or PDF document 
provide direct hyperlinks (embedded in each source name) to the original items wherever available.  
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