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2014 RANKINGS

Austin is No. 7 on Best Cities for Young Entrepreneurs list.

Austin is increasingly becoming known as a hotbed for startups, especially tech companies. The city boasts a younghdjreetheglacated

population, as well as a low cost dfihg and unemployment rate. Austin also offers many local resources for budding entrepreneurs, such as

the city’'s Small Business Development Program. NerdWsanghndt ranked cit
mentorship, locaeconomy, and affordability for the 83 largest U.S. citierdWallet Financel1/18/14)

Texas is No. 1 for Economic Climate and No. 1 Growth Prospects, and No. 6 overall in Forbes ranking of the Best

States for Business 2014.

The Texas economy is the second biggest in the U.S., behind only California. Texas ranks first for both current ecaterar@ajjrowth

prospects. The Texas economy is expedteexpand 4.1% annually over the next five years, which is second best in the nation. Forbes ranking
looks at 36 data points across 6 areas: business costs, labor supply, regulatory environment, economic climate, growthk pnaspeality of

life. Busness costs, which include labor, energy and taxes, are weighted the most hdaribeg11/12/14)

Austin and San Antonio are the two Best Places for Veterans overall and Austin ranks in the top 5 for veterans

starting out, mid-career, and military retirement.

Austin and San Antonio are the best places for veterans transitioning from the service to civilian employment. USAA .&dcCtentber of

Commerce Foundati onogsr aHm rcionngmiGsusri oHheerdo eSp eprrl i ng’' s Best Places to work
Families at Syracuse University to provide data for the rankings. Austin is No. 2 on the Best Places for StartingdNt liSt@mthe Best

Places for MidCareer and Best Places for Military Retirement lists. Austin area residents enjoy a strong economy, education opportunities,

attractive housing options, a relatively pleasant climate and abundant activities. Area highlights include the UnivEesiasah important

music scene and a large tech industiynited Services Automobile Associatid®/29/14)

Texas has one of the 10 most competitive business tax systems according to the 2015 State Business Tax Climate

Index.

The Tax Foundation's index is designed to show how Wwestalesosdvert es st r uc
100 different variables in 5 areas of taxation (corporate takelyidual income taxes, sales taxes, unemployment insurance taxes, and

property taxes). The best states in the ranking do without one or more major taxes, or if they have all major tax typesevigh low rates

on broad bases. States at the bottarfithe ranking have complex, nareutral taxes with comparatively high rate$ak Foundation10/28/14)

Austin ties for 5" place among U.S. metros for number of billion+ dollar software companies founded since

2003.

Atomico looked at the global distribution of Internet and software companies founded within the last decade that had reaetheation of

over $1 billion. The majority of the 140 companies that met thiéob-dollar bar have actually been built outside Silicon Valley, with 61%

coming from other citiesand the gap is widening. Silicon Valley is the single most prominent tech hub with 54 companies. Within the U.S., rest

of the top five are New York (),o0s Angel es (4), Austin (3) and Seattle (3). Austin’s
RetailMeNot. Atomicg 10/27/14)

Texas is the Best State for Business according to survey of C-suite executives.

Forthe sixth time in a rowTexas took the top spot on Development Counsellors International's "Winning Stratefiesniomic Development
Marketing" survey. New Yotkased DCI specializes in economic development and tourism markeiihtheir survey has been published every
3 years since 1996f the 356 respondents this year,.4%said Texas has the most favorable iness climate. Florida nks a distant second,
with 18.1% and Georgia and North Carolina tied for third with 2Begach.Corporate executive respondencited Texas' tax climate (53%
pro-business environment (47%&and incetives/financial assistance §9 as reasons for ranking the state so higtievelopment Counsellors
International 10/23/14)

Austin is the 2"-best real estate market in the country.

Host on claims the no. 1 spot in this year’'s survey ofnorRemiton,estate in
pushing perennial tip market San Francisco to no. 3, with Denver and-Batia#/orth rounding out the top 5Augin ranks No. 2 for

investment, No. 4 for development, and No. 1 for homebuilding. Austin has been a favorite of survey respondents for ahyearsr Survey

respondents and interviewees like the industrial base, the appeal to the millennial generatidthe lower cost of doing business in Austin.

Investors continue to like markets with vibrant urban centers and Austin has seen significant urban center populatiori&68e/thetween

2010 and 2013). Austin, ranked tops for both office investmentcamdv e | opment in this year’'s survey, has g
recognition as a live/work/play downtown(Urban Land Institute10/22/14)
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Austin ranks 6" for concentration of 25 to 34 year olds with a bachelor’s degree.

Portlandbased City Observatory, a think tank devoted to ddtaen analysis of cities reports that25to34year ds wi t h a bachel or ' s
or higher level of educatioare increasingly movingtotheclesen nei ghbor hoods of the nation3s | arge mef
yearoldswitha4 ear degree represent 7. 0 %"hkghesttcéneentratbruamong theotgp®d0 raetrads.on. That ' s t
Washingon, San Francisco, Boston, San Jose and Denver precede Austin in the rankirgedihdegree attainment rate for 234 year olds

increased from 38.9% in 2000 to 40.8% in 2012. Between 2000 and 2010, the number of young adultsyeéhdedree incrased 24.9% in

t he met rinméighbothdodssTiy Observatoryl0/19/14)

Austin has the 6'" highest prime-age civilian employment-to-population ratio among the top 100 U.S. metros—a

key indicator of the health of the economy.

Austin has a primage employment ratio of 78.1 in 2013. Madison, with a ratio of 81.9, has the highest ratio, followed by Minneapolis,
Washington, Omaha and AustBrookings produced their analysiSemploymentto-population ratios because the unemployment rate
presents an incomplete picture of the labor markE€his ratio is calculated as the number of 25 to 64 yads who are working, divided by the
total number of people in that age group.this way, the employment ratio captures both the unemployment rate andaber force
participation ratefor the population most likely to worlMetro areas with relatively high ratios tended to have highly educated populations
For the 100 largest U.S atnos in aggregate the 2013 employment ratio is 78800kings Institution10/9/14)

Austin is No. 3 in ranking of the Top 100 Cities for Tech Acquisitions.

Austin and Seattle tie for8place with 76 acquisitihs each, following San Francisco (335) and New York (282) in this ranking of the top 100
U.S. cities for tech acquisitions since 2012. The top 20 U.S. cities account for 41% of all private company tech aoyeisitiereriod. CB
Insights 10/4/14)

University of Texas at Austin named the 28th best university in the world.

Austin ranks 28among the 400 best global universities in the anfliedesranking. The only ber Texas institution in the top 100 is Rice at
69". Among U.S. universities in the ranking, Austin plac&sTie Times Higher Education World University Rankings 2013 are the only
global university performance tables to judge resededhunivesities across all their core missieageaching, research, knowledge transfer
and international outlook. The rankings employ 13 carefully calibrated performance indicators grouped into 5 areas: thadeiagiing
environment; research/volume, income aneputation; citations/research influence; industry income/innovation; and international
outlook/staff, students and researchrifmes Higher Educatipt’1/14)

Austin ranks No. 2 among U.S. Metros Attracting the Most Families.

For cities, being family friendly may become increasingly important as the large millennial generation starts enter8@gthiee primary

years for raising children. Demograpiendell Cox identified the parts of the country where new families are being formed most rapidly by

crunching data on the changes in the number oft614-yearo | ds si nce 2000 in the nation’s 52 | argest
all the metro areas where there has been the strongest growth in families from 2000 to 2013 were found to be highly suburban, highly

affordable and located in the South and Intermountain West. If they also have a strong economy, like Austin or Raleitgtter leg are

even more attractive. In concert with strong netrimgration, the number of children in the Austin metro area between the ages of 5 and 14

grew by 86,200 or 49.3% from 2000 to 2013. TEdaenbdgraphicnReleightoppedlit® t i mes t
ranking with a 55.7% increase in the number of children ageéd $ears. lewGeography.cond/12/14)

Texas is the No. 2 State for Doing Business.

Area Developments f i fth annual Top States for Doing Business survey of site
by the consultants in 18 subcategories in three areas: Business Eneingrirabor Climate and Infrastructure and Global Access. Texas ranks

No. 1 in the Business Environment category, No. 3 in Labor Climate, and No. 3 in Infrastructure and Global Accessoktargaptspot in

the overall ranking.Area Developmen®/12/14)

Austin’s LASA High School ranks 8" on Newsweeks annual ranking of America’s Top High Schools and 4 other

area high schools, each in a different district, also rank among the nation’s 500 best schools.

Newsweek s 2014 Rankings highlights schotwdestsfdrtobege. Thie yeardethodadyysionioret e best
stringent than ever with new measures of quality and a higher standard for Aataf2014,Newsweeks publishing two lists* Amer i ca’' s Top

Hi gh Schools 2014,” which r an®rsthisdist, hASA H(®. thdAadsirelrbepsnaddnteSthyol @istricgpke r f or manc e
8" in the nation.Other area schools on the best performing schools list are Westlake H.S. (Eanes ISD)LatkEl Travis H.S. (Lake Travis ISD)

at 256, Westwood H.S. (Round Rock I1SD) dt,2&& Dripping Springs H.S. (Dripping Springs 1SD) %t Pfid secontlewswek list, "Beating

the Odds: America’ s Topméli §rianksSehddonstt poverty tevels takeminto accoudtnderson H.S. (Austin

ISD) makes this lig#54"), as doeach of the 5 area schools on the best performing (fé&wsweek9/8/14)

Austin ranks 5" on JLL’s “High Tech Industry Market Score” ranking based key drivers of high tech industry

growth.
Joned ang LaSalle’s fourth annual examination of the besteddnocations fo
employment growth, high tech office employment concentration, market dynamism, innovation and investment trends. Sand-sanoes
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highest, followed by Seattle, Silicon Valley, N-¢evh scémerikhpmedon d Austi n.
morethan 4,700 high ech firms. Whil e the CBD’ s pr es ttalept telNerthwest higitech aomidog i ves f i rr
is home to Apple, Google, IBM, Oracle, National Instruments, Microsoft, Cisco, and HP. Austin offers an abundance ofegelnicated

fraction of the cost of other higkech markets. The average wage for Ausiigh-tech workers is half that of Silicon Valley, and the absence of

corporate and personal income taxes create a-pusiness environment. The city is attractive to employees, who can enjoy a low cost of living

and high quality of life. The Universityéxas, combined with an attractive lifestyle, have young people flocking to the city. Access to

accelerators, incubators and venture capital firms make the city fertile for growth. Austin is also home to SXSW InterectvEwitter made

its 2007 debut (Jones Lang LaSal8#4/14)

Round Rock is one of the Top 10 Cheapest Cities You'll Want to Live In.

Kiplingerset out to identify the most inexpensive cities where you would actually want to live, basie strength of the local economy and

the job market as well agffordability. Theystarted with the 100J.S. cities with the lowesbst of living, and then whittled the tislown to the

top 10.The best cities wereequiredto have belowaverage living costs, high household incomes relative to the cost of lanng,

unemployment ratebelow the national averageand at least 50,000 populatiofheyalso boked for places that offer residents access to fun,
low-cost things to doLocated in ceral Texas about 15 miles north of Austin, Round Rock has plenty to offer anyone looking for an affordable
place to live and work. The city boasts the highest median household income among all the ditietisinat nearly $17,000 above the U.S.
median.Yet living costs are low groceries, for example, are about 17% cheaper than the national avelalgg@rospects are promising. The
area’'s major empl oy e rker TEQ®@¢el sutdien gtheoluls ea.n dRonuontdo rRomtak * s prosperity reach
with just 8.4% of residents living below the poverty level (the national average is 14.9%). Another financial perkiofTlesiag: no state

income taxCheap family fo can be found at Round Rock Express baseball games. Thétdfflbate of the Texas Rangers offers free

fireworks at Friday home gameSor a wider variety of entertainment options, make the short drive do®s to Ausin. (Kiplinger 9/3/14)

Austin is the No. 3 City in the U.S. to Educate, Entertain & Exhaust your Kids.

Macaroni Kid evaluated the top 5@ies in the U.S., then looked at things they often include and share with their readers, such as story time at
the |library, events at | ocal parks, touring shows msakckthe@ldrssney on | ce
Austin’s children’'s museum, the Thinkery, hel pebdlacganitkid¥auld)t i n i n the t

Austin is one of the top 10 U.S. regions for business R&D.

New data from the National Science Foundation’s 2011 hBmdsi ness R&D ar
development paid for and performed by companies in 2011 wap®egd in 5 states: California, Washington, Texas, Massachusetts, and

Michigan. Businesses responding to the survey tend to concentrate thefusdiéd R&D performance in one geographic location. Data

reported by largeR&D companies for their largest R&dBation show that the 10 most frequently reported CSAs or MSAs accounted for over

half of the largeR&D companies reporting their largest R&D location. Twésiiy companies report Austin as their largest R&D location and

performed over $2 billion of R&ID Austin in 2011. Austin is topped in the ranking only by much larger metropolitan rediatimn@l Science

Foundation 8/26/14)

Austin tops ranking of U.S. metros for net migration of adults with college degrees.

New Geography ranked the 51 metros with more than one million people and finds that, genbelyigration of the educated overall
appears to be following that of the population as a whole. This means increasing numbeople with college degrees moving to loweost
Sunbelt boomtowns and other metros with rapidly expanding populatiddew(Geography8/20/14)

The University of Texas of Austin is the 39th best university in the world and 28th best in the U.S.

The Academic Ranking of World Universities is conducted annually by researchers at the Center f@ia¥silthiversities of Shanghai Jiao
Tong University from an examinatid, 200 institutions. The ranking is based on indicators including the number of alumni and staff winning
Nobel Prizes and Fields Medals, the number of Highly Cited Researchers, the number of articles published in journasaotiNgdience, the
numberof articles indexed in Science Citation Ind&xpanded and Social Sciences Citation Index, and per capita performfscamertic
Ranking of Wdd Universities8/15/14)

Austin ranks 3" on America’s Coolest Cities list.

To compile their 2014 FHRoibedalculated eAtertaimmient, arts and €iltucal optients peCaaita ireemch of the 60

largest U.S. metros. Alsoinclele wer e several “foodie” measures beyond restaurants ant
diversity, youthfulness, and population growth and growth due to migration. The list was topped by Washington DC, follSeettldy

Austin, Hougtn, and San Franciscéafbes 8/6/14)

Texas ranks as the Fastest Growing State for Technology Jobs.

Thi s year ' s stdtedos teahr®lbgy pbs & twilt orgtwo pillars: the highest percentage growth and the most new positions added in
the first half of the year. Texas has created so many new jobs, it now ranks as having the second largest workforcéagfjtgchbfessioals

behind California, according to data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics as analyzed by Dice, a career site for techreniggyeanng
professionals. The Lone Star state has added 8,100 positions this year to employ 143,300 tech workerss%ejartypa Mobile, Big Data and
software developer openings are leading opportunities in the state according to Dice.§&/4/14)
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Austin is No. 2 on Forbe$ Best Cities for Future Job Growth list.

Austin finishes a shade behind Naples, when it comes to metros with the best job growth prospects over the next 3 yearde€tiogk to

Austin to take advantage of the strong workforce options, which are continuously replenished bytheWns i t y of Texas at Austi
flagship campus has more than 50,000 students. People are moving to Austin to chase the jobs, as the metro b&Hisighbst Biet

migration rate in the U.S. over the last 5 years. Austin continues to be a reajocénter with Dropbox, IBM and Oracle all announcing major

expansions in the area over the last year. Technology security firm Websense revealed plans in February to move itshemgquateers to

Austin from San Diego in a deal that will create {i3. Forbes 7/23/14)

Austin ranks 4" for Employee Engagement, a key driver of business outcomes for top-performing organizations.

Quantum Workplace’s annual empl oyee engagement trends rtienpwhot i s der.i
participated in the Best Places to Work program. In 2013, 68% of employees were engaged. The report ranked engzaggeeent in 41

participating cities. The top 5 cities by percent of engaged employees were Huntsville (77.6%), Miami (74.7%), Nadbo)llé\(idin (74.2%),

and San Antonio (73.5%)ercent of employees engaged ranged as low as 57.1% among otbeircihe study(Quantum Workplace

7/18/14)

Austin is one of the Top 20 Manufacturing Growth Metros.
Garner Economic looked at the 333 U.®tnos with available data from 2010 to 2014. Austin added 5,700 manufacturing jobs over the period,
a 12.1% increase, and ranked in the top 20 by numerical job gro@émér Economics/16/14)

Austin is No. 9 on the 2014 U.S. Clean Tech Leadership Index.

Texas’'s state and music capi t a-yeartalksenbe lastydar arNo.t1ll, and s the only topHL@ metraapea 1 0 af t er
(besides’ * ®%Waahehgson, D.C.) not | ocated in a top 10 state. Austin ir
academic/research/financial/government resources committed to clean tech has long been a model for smaller cities, arfthélesst

populous metro in the top 10, just 35th in the U.S.) demonstrates that with a No. 5 rank inT&elahnvestment, Innovation & Workforce. It

also makes the top 10 in Clean Electricity and Carbon Management, ranking 9th in that cqtelgary Edger/15/14)

Texas ranked No. 1 for Location Desirability among job seekers.

Nearly 28% of American job seekers are actively searching for a job in another state and jobseaict e | ndeed’ s research arm
analysis of job seeker movements. Texas was ranked No. 1 for location desirability receiving the highest total numbeamjeb from

outside the state, followed closely by Florida and Califorhigeed 7/15/14)

Austin is one of the two Best Purchase Markets for Aspiring Millennial Homebuyers.

Austin and Salt Lake City were identified as the top standouts for Millennials fimgheayoung adult population with solid job growth rates

and still relatively affordable home prices. NAR analyzed 100 metros that have a large Millennial presence, solid ladetjaonditions, an

strong migration patterns of young adults moving I tarea. Housing affordability and inventory availability were also considered. The young

adult (under the age of 35) home ownership rate peaked in at 43% in 2005 and fell to 36% in the first quarter of 2014 Bmrdra

conditions combine to price Ménnials out of cities such as New York and San Francisco. However, NAR finds that there are other metro areas

Mill ennials are moving to where job growth is str ongDakas Benvep meowner st
DesMoines, Grand Rapids, Minneapolis, New Orleans, Ogden, and Seattle. (National Association of Realtors, 7/14/14)

Austin is No. 6 on ranking of the Best Places for STEM Graduates.

NerdWallet found the best places for STEM graduates by analyzing the figjltagiors in the 75 largest U.S. metropolitan areas: annual

average salary for STEM occupations in each metro area and factored in median gross rent as a cost of living metrie farstbe lawerage

income goes in each place; and STEM occupationpaxeantage of all jobs in a city to measure the robustness of the STEM industries and

gauge availability of STEM jobs. Austin, which rafik&&s seen significant growth over the past decade, especially as a technology center. The

region is home to théeadquarters of Dell, and also offices of Google, IBM, Intel, Texas Instruments and other major companies. The University

of Texas at Austin contributes significantly to thenandresmichs STEM wor k
The ranking's top 5 metros were San JoNeelWals#dd)t | e, Washington, Houst

Austin is one of the 10 Metros with the Highest Gains in Share of U.S. Jobs—and leads the top 10 for percentage

of total employment due to regional competitiveness.

Using a standard regional analysis called shift share, CareerBuilder and EMSI looked at the total job growth acrossfordesthef the 50

most populous U.S. metros from 2010 to 2013. Each metr dforshatact ual | ol
metro based on national job growth trends during that same time period. The difference between the two eraeasts is the competitive

effect, i.e., how much the metro is exceeding, matching or falling behind national job growth trends because of somefogouthiat

metro’s regional economy. Austin is o najobs&ddedimthe WS. Ifecausmef factavsshatc apt ur i n ¢
are unique to its local economy. From 2010 to 2013, total U.S. employment grew 4%. It would be expected that Austindiyolbddeddhe

same rate during this period (translating to 29,152 jobs with gtdutrends at the national level factored in), but Austin actually added a total

of 84,774 jobs. While 29,152 of that total may be associated with national growth trends, the remaining 55,622 jobsi¢sitm afdegional

market dynamics at play withithis metro that are causing it to significantly outpace the national growth average. Some major metros, such as

New York, Chicago and Philadelphia which each produced more than 100,000 new jobs since 2010, showed a negative céiieqtetitive e

trailing rational growth trends. GareerBuilder7/2/14)
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Austin is in the top 10 in ranking of metros for employer demand for STEM skills.

The Bookings Institution used redime labor market information from Burning Glass to analyze the prevalence of science, technology,
engineering, and mathematics (STEM) skill requirements in job openings advertisements across the 100 largest U.S Austirgs4 786 of

job ads require STEM skili¢his is the 9 highest percentage among the 100 largest metros. Almost 41% of job ads requiring STEM skills and at
|l east a b a etvhechisthe 3shightst percentage among the top 100 metrddrqokings Institution7/1/14)

Austin is the No. 3 City Stealing Jobs from Wall Street.

New Geography ranked large metros (66 U.S. metros with more4s@900 jobs) for financial activities sector growth, considering both

recent and longeterm trends. Phoenix and San Antonio take the top two spots. Austin moved up fropla@s in 2013 to Bplace in the

new ranking. There 49,100 employed in finaheictivities in Austin and 2012013 growth was 4.1%. Overwhelmingly, the fastest growth has

been in cities not associated with high finance, but largelydost Sun Belt cities, which account for 7 of the top 10 large metro areas on the

list. Butlowec ost s aren’t the only driver. Austin’s is me-aguagercestmessmong mar K
and needing Spanisspeaking talent, and as one of the high growth areas attractive to mortgage firms. Firms focused on &acke dire

likely to find Texas, now the leading export state, attractiiev Geography6/27/14)

Texas is No. 2 on CNBC’s annual America’s Top States for Business ranking.

States receive points based on their rankings in metrics under 10 broad categories: Cost of Doing Business, Econamiyriaast

Transportation, Workforce, Quality of Life, Technology & Innovation, Business Friendliness, EdGestiaf Living, and Access to Capital.

Categories are weighted in scoring based on how frequently the category is used as a selling point in state economiced¢veiokeating

materials. That way, CNBC’' s st uydsgse torsalithknselvesh @\BG thewr metrics vithairspet tomdhe t he cr i t
National Association of Manufacturers, the Council on Competitiveness, the CNBC Global CFO Council, and other busoressiand ec

development organizations, including the states themselM€NBC6/24/14)

Austin will be the fastest growing large U.S. metro economy through 2020.

Among the 100 largest U.S. metros, Austin ranks No. 1 for real gross metropolitan product (GMP) growth ird 2043 ramks No. 1 for real

average annual percent change in GMP through 2020 accfollomkdhyg t o anal
San Jose and Nashville, both with 4.2% growth. Dallas is the other Texas metro in1Bddo@013 growth (inBplace with 3.7%). Austin is

projected to see annual average real growth of 4.4% from 2013 to 2020. San Jose is projected to have 3.9% annual growithi2pREes it

outside the top 10.Information, professional and busingsssices, and education and health services are named as dominant sources of

Austin’ s gr owlt8 ConferencaiofNayo®®Q210). (

Austin is No. 7 on Forbeslist America’s New Industrial Boomtowns.

Forbes research suggests that much of the U.S. manuf act vareikmogn gr owt h wi
for friendly business climates. New industrial investment is tending to go to places that arg lawgeinion, and feature lower taxes and light

regulation. Sixtysix large metros, each with more than 450,000 jobs overall, were ranked based on manufacturing employment growth from

2002 through January 2014. Letggm momentum (2008013 relative to 20022007)}—whether the area is slowing or acceleratirgnpacted

the rankings. Austin has 53,700 manufacturing jobs in 2013 and grew by 2.7% over the last year (compa@®eduer 2002013). Forbes

list was topped by Houston, Nashville and Warren, Mbrifes 6/19/14)

Austin is one of America’s Top Metros Leading the Recovery.

Among the 100 largest metros, Austin ranksfé economic performance ove0092012, based on growth of per capita GDP, per capita

personal income, and private sector employment. San Jose tops the ranking, followed by Nashville, Grand Rapids, HoDstowit.drige

Texas capital has some btiiltrecessiorproofing—it hosts he government and largest university of a large,-f@siwing state—plus a brand

that attracts young,wele ducat ed workers. Set against San Franci s cfdendlyrand$ar | i con Val
more affordable. Apple empie some 3,500 people here and is expanding in Austin with a new 1 rsifjicarefoot facility expected to add

another 3,600 jobgManhattan Institute for Policy Researd/18/14)

Texas is the 2" Best State to Make a Living.

In its fourth-annual study of the Best and Worst States to Make a Living, financial information website MoneyRates.com finds trelatedrk
conditions vary widely among the 50 states. This stidyhkings are based on each state's scoring on average salaries and employment rates
(according to figures from the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics), cost of living (based on data from C2ER), and workjtexse(basdd on the
"Work Environment" compeent of the GallugHealthways WelBeing Index). Texas, which wdsldst year, has moved up td®2Like #

ranked Washington, Texas has no income tax. While the typical income in Texas is only about average, the state beadfitstfafriving
andunemployment rate that are both lower than average, and employees in the state indicate that workplace conditions areaymbdten

rank in the top 10 nationallyMoneyrates.com6/16/2014)

Austin is one of the top 5 Most Small Business Friendly Cities in the nation.

Thumbtack, in partnership with the Ewing Marion Kauffman Foundation, has released results from its annual Small BusilgssErie
Survey. The styd drawing upon data from over 12,000 small business owners, provides new insights into state and local business
environments across the nation. The top rated cities overall were Colorado Springs, Boise, Houston, Austin, and Lineiisvilést Tated
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were Sacramento, Providence, Buffalo, Bridgeport, and San Diego. "Austin earned the highest possible grade from its ss®ll busin
community,” says Jon Lieber, Chief Economist of Thumbtack. "Creating a business climate that is welcoming to smallpdyessegs s

more important than ever, and Austin has consistently been in the top of our ratings as one of the best places in Anseniath foisinesses

to start and grow." Austin's tax code took the No. 1 spot as the friendliest to small businessesdauttiry. Austin's regulatory friendliness
scores were the® highest in the country, and it received an A+ for its health and safety, labor, tax, and licensing regulations. Smalebusines
gave Austin's training programs an A+ grade and rated thehedt in the country. Thumbtack 6/10/14)

The University of Texas ranks 5" worldwide for U.S. patents granted to universities in 2013.

The National Academgf Inventors and the Intellecal Property Owners Associatioanksthe Top 100 Worldwide Universities that received

the most U.S. utility patentsased on data from th&).S. Patent and Trademark Office. Patents reported are utility patents granted during the
2013 calendar year. When a patentissigned to one or morendties, credit is given to the first named entityhe list is topped by University

of California (399 patents), Massachusetts Institute of Technology (281), Tsinghua University (193), Stanford Univgraity (dversity of
Texa (169)Patents awarded to Ui 2013were up 20% over 2012JTis also included ithe top 300organizations granted U.S. patents in
2013, raking 178 (National Academy of Inventgr6/10/14)

Texas is one of the top 4 Most Small Business Friendly States in the nation.

Thumbtack, in partnership with the Ewing Marion Kauffman Foundalias released results from its annual Small Business Friendliness
Survey. The study, drawing upon data from over 12,000 small business owners, provides new insights into state and éssal busin
environments across the nation. The top rated states overate Utah, Idaho, Texas, Virginia and Louisiana. The lowest rated were Rhode
Island, lllinois, California, Connecticut and New Jersey. "It is obvious that there aren't many states better than Tekawmlesrto starting
and running a small businessdys Jon Lieber, Chief Economist of Thumbtack. "Creating a business climate that is welcoming to small, dynamic
businesses is more important than ever, and small businesses in Texas were among the most enthusiastic about the matim@sshdir
state, as it finished in the top 5 of nearly every one of the categories that small businesses rated." Texas was in thegognt @riaded
category and in no category did it earn a grade of less than A. Small businesses rated Texas No. 1 in the tbarftigridliness of its zoning
laws and the friendliness of its health and safety regulations. Small businesses in Texas rated thersgtmally for the outlook of the state
economy relative to the national economy. Texas was home to 5 of the tejii@® rated by small businesses in the suratiouston (3),
Austin (&), Dallas (8), Fort Worth (), and San Antonio {8. (Thumbtack 6/10/14)

Austin is the 2" Best City for Women in the Workforce.

To examine the cites that have the best characteristics to support working women, NerdWallet crunched the numbers tdhentdijaeing

factors: the median salary for fttiine, yearround female workers in each city and includbd median gross rent as a proxy to gauge cost of
living; women’'s pay as a percentage of men’ s -tgmnagrowth poteniial msachr e t he
place. Austin boasts the highest population growth rate of thel®gities in our list, along with a low cost of living and a small gender pay gap.

| eve

The University of Texas and several technNerdWajey6/9%4mpani es are among t

Austin is No. 5 on Area Developmeris “Leading Locations for 2014” ranking of large metros based on economic
vitality.

Area Development ranked 379 MSAs across 21 economic and work force indicators. Large métasearith population over 600,000. The
ranking of 99 large metros was topped by San Jose, followed by San Francisco, Denver, Nashville and Austin. Austihaamwegldb379

U.S. metros. Area Development analyzed economic and work force datalf»+2813 and, in some categories, stretching as far back as 2008.
The goal was to identify which cities across America are emerging agdrorgrs in this new era of economic development possibilitieand
why. A diversified economic base coupled withraactive approach to creating a healthy business climate for the long run, and investing in
that future, are traits that move cities to the top ranké\réa DevelopmenQ2/14)

Texas garners 2014 Gold Shovel Award for Excellence in State Job Creation and Economic Development Efforts.

Area Developmehts annual Gold and Silver Shovel Aveaavalopment@ronessrStatesarei ndi vi dual

honored for their achievements in 2013 in garnering company investment and job creation. The top ranked states underatamiteco
development and their governors and legislatures work tirelessly to improve infrastrumtarestablish a cooperative business environment.
In addition to Texas, Georgia, Missouri, South Carolina and Utah garnered the Gold SheadbevelopmenQ2/14)

Austin is America’s Best City for Fitness Tribes, that is, the pursuit of social health activities.

My FitnessPalll |l ooked at America’'s 50 | ar gest rcfactors:theabdndanceofhe pl aces v

parks, group exercise opportunities, participatory sports, and endurance events; and the rate at which MyFitnessPaade€tinadd
friends on the app or share their food diaries. Following Austin at the top of thedigt Boston, Long Beach, Washington, and Baltimore.
(MyFitnessPak/06/14)
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Austin ranks as the 7t Most LGBT-Friendly City.

NerdWallg crunched numbers to find the most LGBIEndly cities by assembling data on theepence of gay community (based on the
percentage of households with sarsex partners in each city), LGBi€ndly laws and opportunities (based on the Human Rights Cagmpai s
2013 Municipal Equality Index), and LGBT safety and tolerance (based on the number of sexual orietaatidiate crimes per 100,000
residents in each city). Seattle tops the list, followed by San Francisco, Atlanta, Oakland, Long Beach, Mijrarehpoistin(NerdWallet,
5/27/14)

Austin named 2" Best City for Renters On the Move.

Top 10 Cities for Renters on the Move is based on the fastest growing large méB@0@Bor more residents) with rental vacancy rates above
the national average of 8.2%. These cities were then ranked based on with the percentage population increase #2041 2040stin grew

6.6% between 2011 and 2012 and the rental vacancy rate 4 8dgording to rent.com. New Orleans, Atlanta, Raleigh and Dallas were also in
the top 5. Rent.com5/13/14)

Texas is the Best State for Business for the 10 consecutive year.

In the 10th annual survey of CEOs concerning their views of the best and worst states for business, over 500 CEOdJaSrassploaded.
Business leaders were asked to grade states with which they were familiar on a variety of méesuBE0s themselves have said are critical.
These include the tax and regulatory regime, the quality of the workforce and the quality of the living environment. Titras<ds 16year
historical position as the best state overaChjef Executive/8/14)

Austin is one of the 10 Best Cities to Start a Business.

NerdWalet compiled its 2014 list of the best cities to start a business in by evaluating the 50 largest cities in the coureripasistiof

indicators representing access to funding, human capital, local economy, buBieestiness, and affordability. Aust{(No. 7) is attractive to

small business owners in a variety of aspedtss home to a rapidly growing and weltlucated population, has a low unemployment rate and

cost of Iliving and received an “ A+" kofmacotpbrae t& is anothey benefit to Feras| | Business
businesses. Austin’s Small Business Development Pr ogoecesamedtwmsters the
help small businesses at various levels. Another organizationalnesiuthe Austin Technology Incubator at the University of Texas at Austin,

which has helped local startups for 25 yediderdWallet 5/7/14)

Austin is the 3™ Best City to Start an Online Business.

The list, topped by Kansas City, Atlanta, and Austin, considered cost of living, innovation changes and overall atmosplreggdoeurs in

tech friendly cities. | f youwthewaMtr | tdéobleithhesiciar, atidiseand writery a¢ theMsouwshibg Capi t al
Southwest festival then Austin is the place to start your business. In addition to the vibrant music scene, Austiniigradso ganall business

growth. The cost of living is lmev the national average in Austin and the University of Texas nearby offers an educated workforce. Texas has no

corporate income or personal income tax. There is a state business franchise tax that ranges from 0.5% to 1.0%. You &enexiemfax if

your business revenues are under $300,000. The rest of the state and local taxes are below the national average, miakiaidy &utivee to

new businesgHighspeedinternet.con’/5/14)

Austin ranked No. 3 on Forbe$ Top Large Cities for Jobs list.

Forbe§ r anki ngs a-needibneasddodgteamjob sréation, tgoing back to 2002, and factor in momentuiwhether growth is

slowing or acceleré@iig. The top of the list includes both cities that have had the most striking comebacks since the Great Recession as well as

those that have consistently created jobs over the long haul. They compiled separate rankings for large cities (66 rhetoodawit

employment over 450,000), as well as medisize cities and small cities in order to make the comparisons more relevant to each category.

This year’'s |l arge cities |list i s t op pflaAubtig, wiaobs gie 4.8% lasfyeardnd wed by Sar
13.7% since 2008, and Raleigh. Austin and Raleigh routinely attract people and companies from California and the Ntrtloeeest takes

and real estate costs that, on an income basis, are as much as half those in thechisastas(Forbes 4/28/14)

Austin is one of the Hottest Startup Cities in the U.S.
According to RJMetrics, an e Coggastenput that deteraiheg the sacsesscobamstartumiy the gtialiyhobits s i n gl e
human capital. If you want to measure the quality of a startup ecosystem 5 years ago, count the number of companiedayh#s/tm want

to predict the quality of a startupesoy st em 5 years from now, measure its human capital.”
meetup group activity as the measure of the human capital of a startup-citgetups are human capital factories, they are where people in
tech gettogethertonavor k, tal k shop, and |l earn from each other. Using Meetup’s

the entire world. They chose the top 30 cities ranked by meetup group membership, then ranked them by the tech indudjrytoetsi
number of meetup groups and percent growth in number of meetup groups in 2013. In order, the top U.S. startup cities arectzno Fxaw
York, Seattle, Washington, and Austin, followed by Boston, Chicago, Mountain View, Palo Alto, and Ré&vietric§4/23/14)

Austin is the 3" Best City for New College Grads.

This list from Livability.com ranks cities where jobs are available and where new college grads would want to live thossgralhworking

hours. Fators analyzed included such as the number oftd34-yearolds, the availability of rental properties, unemployment rates,

educational attainment levels, use of public transportation, and the types of jobs these places offer. Cities also leadd@ gatunger

demographic by offering lots of recreational a c t isthe highestsnumbéroft ni ght | i
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25-to 34-yearolds on this list, and that demographic continues to grow as recent college fgoaashe University of Texas and beyond look

for a city where they can find a job, fit in and enjoy a wildly creative culture. The city pulsates with music, art ashailitglivStrong support

of local businesses has kept some colorful independent sangsestaurants in the black. Austin's economy is as diverse as its residents, who

come from east and west looking for a unique American experience. Major industries here include computer technology,ardearch

development, and engineering, buttherescar al so a bevy of ent r e plivabilitpaom4/20/14r ti sts and musi ci

Two Austin neighborhoods make list of the Top 10 Neighborhoods for Green Homes.

Seatle-based real estate brokerage Redfin unveiled a list of the top 10 neighborhoods with the largest numbers of green hommegan 20

metropolitan markets across the U.S. To compile the list, Redfin analysts searched through homes for sale to finthttgpsen features

mentioned in the listing. The ranking is based on the proportion of "green” listings out of total listings in the neigltbovhothe past two

years. Austin’'s Mueller neighbor hood ddis309 &eén. wo eteenmetios, Ralgigdiand g t o f or
Seattle, also have two neighborhoods in the top 10 (Redfin 4/17/14)

"

Austin is the No. 2 City for Millennials.

The Top 25 Cities and Neighborhoods for Millennials ranks the best places for young people to live in the U.S., usiag endozém factors
as well as surveys of nearly 500,000 college students and recent grads. No. 1 in thg warskiew York City. Washington, Chicago and San
Francisco round out the top 5. Census Bureau data on the population 25 to 34 (17% in Austin), rents, income, collegeigrdn®rsity, and
unemployment were included in the ranking, as was FBI dataiore rates. Niche.com survey responses regarding best places to live after
graduation, and about professional sports, shopping, accessibility, nightlife, and cultural attractions were also usemhriljctvides
students, families, and professionalgiweontent and insight to find their niché\iche Ink 4/14/14)

Austin is one of the Top 20 Solar Cities by Total Installed Solar PV Capacity.

Austin ranks 16 aong 57 principal U.S. cities ranked by cumulative installed solar PV capacity as of the end of 2013 according to a new report

from Environment Texas. Austin is credited in the report with 16 MW installed within the city. San Antonio is the onlyer#isretro in the

top 20, rankingB8wi t h 84 MW installed. Austin was cited among cities streamli
Austin Energy, the municipal utility serving Austin, has set a goal of installing 200 MW gbsataby 2020 and offers an array of solar

financing options and monetary incentives to its customers. The total amount of solar PV in Austin was calculated froer-ceiséted solar

PV installations, an estimate of privatelwned nonrebated installatbns, and utilityscale solar PV projects within the city. Because the

ranking counts only generation from PV i n sMdsolarpowergensrationifacilliyi n t he t ect
which is sited on unincorporated land justp@ nd ci ty | i mits was not counted. Environment Tex.
between the City and SunEdison to add an additional 150 MW of solar energy from a west Texas soEn¥@monnient Texast/10/14)

Austin is No. 4 on National Retail Index ranking of investment potential of retail real estate markets based on

forecast economic, supply and demand conditions.

Diverse economies witthriving technology, energy and trade drivers characterize the markets leading the rankings in the 26h4l IRetail
Index. Highwage employment in these metros attraa highly educated population, broadly supporting retail saleswy York, San Freisco
and San Josepped the list, with Austin coming it at No. Austin employment will grow at the fastest pace in the nation supported by
government hiring and a thriving technology sector, boding well for retail operations. The region is hom#tiesfémi industry brands such as
Apple, Google, Samsung, and Visa. Recently, Appleunced it will manufacture new desktop computers in Austin, helrgieate 800
positions at Flextronics, a hardware provider. Ancillary stadup tech companies Wicontinue to establish new facilities, as additional jobs
bolster household growth. The metro is expected to expapdearly 112,000 households in jsgears. Builders are ramping sjpglefamily
construction in northern suburbs, while the CBD wvalihgignificant apartment deliveriegMarcus & Millichap4/4/13)

Austin’s economic performance from the recession through the recovery ranks No. 1 according to the Brookings

Metro Monitor.

The Metro Monitor tracks the performance of the 100 largest U.S. metropolitan areas on four indicators: jobs, unemploytpan{gooss

product), and house prices. For the combined recession and recovery period, Aastnk s No . 1 in Brooking's “overall
largest U.S. metros for performance across all 4 indicators. Austin ranks No. 1 for job growth, No. 10 for unemploymenhch&nigr gross

metro product growth, and No. 1 for house prices chan@@ookings Institute4/2/14)

Austin ranks No. 1 for 2012-2013 population growth among the 100 largest U.S. metros.

The 5county Austin MSA grew by nearly 48,qfsons or 2.6% between 2012 and 2013. Among all 381 U.S. metros, Austin rafiteth8
rate of growth and 12 for numeric change. Hays County, which grew by 4.1%, rankd"dast8st growing among counties with more than
10,000 population.\.S. Census Buregd/27/14)

Texas ranks 2™ in Green Job Creation.

Texas projects involving cle@mergy production and eneregfficient transportation added 6,368 pogitis last year, according to a report by
Environment al Entrepreneurs. The st Whilethermajority efdhe pNajects ahnolmeet in thedLon@a | i f or ni
Star State were in the wind industry, two large announcemertse in thesolar industry, the other in public transportatiertogether

accounted for more than half the state’s total .TethsewasNoLlarbnewjoba nnouncer
in the fourth quarter with about 3,286 new jobs ated. Environmental Entrepreneurs (E2) describes itself as is a national community of
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business leaders who promote sound environmental policy that builds economic prosfidrigyis its second annual study looking at jobs in
power generation and manufaatimg, building efficiency, public transportation and other sectdEsavfronmental Entrepreneur8/13/14)

Austin takes the top spot on Forbe$ annual list of America’s Fastest-Growing Cities for the 4th year in a row.

Forbes’ ranking of the 100 most populous U.S. met r owtbfori2Qldand ar eas on
2014, yeatover-year job growth for 2013, and the rate of gross nogbroduct growth for 2013, unemployment data, and median salaries for

local collegeeducated workers) produces their annual list of the 20 fastgetving metro areas in America in terms of population and

economy. Following Austin in the list are Ralelhoenix, Dallas and Salt Lake City. Houston and San Antonio also make the top 20. Given its

business ri endly regul atory environment, |l ack of state inceopemapst ax for co
notsurprisingthat& x as continue to grow. With Aust i n’-sthedighestohallthe gtoglapht% popul at |
regonss=and an economy that expanded 5.9% | ast year, it’'s ha@derd for other
Foods and Dell, Austin now boasts some 4,000 technol ogaHeatthosmpani es wh

bringing 607 jobs to Austin, and San Franeclsased Dropbox is expanding as wélbrbes 2/14/14)

Texas is Now the Largest Technology Exporting State.

Technology merchandise exports from Texas to the world totaled $45 billion in 2012, surpassing Californiarévtithe.fiTexas is now the

|l argest tech exporting st at eTechairadeonrthe States 2004xasTeecekparts tncraased7%Fooby $3d at i on’ s
billion from 2011. Technology exports accounted for 17% of all exports from Texas jrc@fidared to 13% nationally. Texas also ranks first

or second in every technology export sector examined. Texas was the leading exporter of semiconductors and other eleqtoceahts,

communi cations equi pment, and echexpprts support 381000 jopsnEogether,iTexas2za@dCalifornid e x as’' s t
accounted for nearly half of all jobs supported by tech expofsciiAmerica Foundatio2/11/14)

Texas ranked as the top exporting state in 2013.
Texas, with exports of $279.7 billion, was one of 16 states setting new records for merchandise exports in 2013. Thestextparters after
Texas are California with 2013 exports of $168.1B, New York with $84r08, Was hi ngt on wi th $81. 9B. Texas has

exporting state since overtaking California in 2002thenatorx Begas export s
ranks 8 among the 50 states and District of Columfr growth between 2012 and 2013. Washington grew by 8.4%, ranking4Cal i f or ni a’' s
exports grew by 3.9% and New York’'s by 3.2%. Texas' ' |Iliseexgoass.t mar ket v

Mexico was followed by Canadgrazil, China, and the Netherland$ie state's largest merchandise export category is petroleum and coal
products, which accounted for $61.0B of Texas's total merchandise exports in 2013. Other top merchandise exports arescancputer
electronics, cheneals, machinery, and transportation equipme®iver a quarter of all manufacturing workers in Texas depend on exports for
their jobs. (U.S. Dept. of Commerc2/11/14)

Austin is No. 6 on U-Haul’s Top Destination Cities Report on U.S. movers in 2013.

The ranking reflects destinations for movers renting a truck one way and considers every city in the country, regaidéesehef eHaul2013
Top 50 U.S. Destination Cities Report was compiled from more than 1.7 milliemayngHaul truck transactions occurring during the year.
Preceding Austin at No. 6 in the list were Houston, Orlando, Las Vegas, Chicago and San(B4htanlo4/10/14)

Austin is ranked one of 10 Best Cities to Dine with Your Valentine.
Trulia looked at metropolitan areas with high conceniwat of restaurants and bars and evaluated the cities based on how exciting, romantic,

delicious or interesting the food and bar scenes#&etst i n i s the “Live Music Capital of the Worl d
where you can stumble inta joint and catch an amazing local act any night of the week. Located in the heart of-bekagewed by many

traditional Texans as anotherwoddl Keep Austin Weird” has been a | ocal motto for years
divers ty. BBQ is the Texas standard, and you can findedgedm famously del
something a |little more “weird,” try SoCo, a shoppi emagishdomesa ri ct stret

coffee shops, eccentric stores, restaurants, food trucks, trailers, and fesfialia 2/6/14)

Austin is No. 7 on inaugural City Momentum Index, a global list of highly dynamic cities.

Jones Lang LaSalle’s City Mo-widenhatwene shantlstedon theshases sfpapglatidn, IGDP, corporatee s wor | d
presence, air connectivity, real estate investment activity and commegaakstate stock. The top 20 cities demonstrate the combination of

strong short term soci@conomic and commercial real estate momentum and longer term foundations for success. According to Jeremy Kelly,
Director, Gl obal R e s e afar mdre thafi j@st rawyGDgrowdhime ttrue fiounidation afthighly dynamic cities emerges

from such factors as speed of innovation and creation of cutidge businesses along with new building construction, property price

movement and investment in reabt@ate fromcrosdhh or der i nv e st or Bhe ladexis basedop 4 rsheetm andlangtetrm

measures of dynamism in infrastructure, connectivity and innovagigected to steemvestment and location decisions in the futu&hile

globalizaton and technology are helping the world’s elite <citricles to acquir
such as Austin, the smallest city in the top 20, to gain rapid momentum and achieve a global position by developmgemgiconducive to
innovative and creative activity. Aus-toimusizedctiesarropgtheiadvanced matons'ltsne of t |
young and highhgskilled population, favorable business environment and low costs areostipg strong city momentum, particularly in

Austi nt'’esc hhisgeghct ors. A reputation for cultural vi Bhed8.citjespgresediagt so hel pi
Austin in the Global Top 20 were San Francisco (No. 1) and/biéwNo. 6)(Jones Lang LaSallg22/14)
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Austin is Best City for Job Seekers.

NerdWallet ranked the list by focusilog three questions: job availability, city growth, and affordabiktystin snagged its top ranking, in part,

by having the biggest growth in workiage population. The presence of major tech employers in Dell and IBM (each employs thousands) also
helped as well as numerous opportunities available for networking and job skill development. Rounding out the top three gitiesdekers

are Washington DC, and Fort Worth. Elsewhere in Texas, San Antonio was ranked No. 10 for job seekers. Dallas feadebinid at No.

13. Arlington (16th) and Houston (18th) round out the other Texas metros which are good for job seé&rte/dlletFinance 1/7/13)

Austin is No. 3 on list of top 40 international Holiday Hotspots for 2014.

Americans are well aware that this is Texas's coolest city, but a few happenings this year will help put Austin on thinteapetional
travellers, too. British Airways now flies there nstopfrom Heathrow 5 days a week; Terence Malick'yetsuntitled new project features

the city along with an epic cast; and hoteliers are cottoning on to its appeal: Awesied healthy eating chain Whole Foods is planning its first
health resort, and Mexice hip Habita hotel group has its own impending opening. For titevi ondorbasedGuardiannewspapemames

Hotel Saint Cecilia and Hotel San Jose as the best places tarseGjardianl/3/14)
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2013 RANKINGS

Austin is the U.S. metro with the Most Economic Momentum Going into 2014.

Most of the strongest local economies combine the positive characteristics associated with blue-stdesated people,dch-oriented

industries, racial diversity-with largely red, prebusiness administrations. This is epitomized by thereogked metro area, Austin, Texas,

which has enjoyed doubldigit growth in GDP, jobs, population and birthrate since 2007. The Tap#al dhas a very strong hipster reputation,
attracting many of the same people who might otherwise end up in Silicon Valley or San Francisco, but it also boastaxbs, llayht

regulation and reasonable housing prices that keep migrants there waltipair 30s. Researchers crunched a range of indicative data from
2007 to today for the nation’'s 52 largest metros to Todaeget i fy t
economic vitality, they used four metrics: GDP grovhb,growth, real median household income growth and current unemployment. To
measure demographic strength they looked at population growth, birth rate, domestic migration and the change in educasiomadat.

First ranked Austin scored 82.8, signifitpahead of secondanked San Antonio which scored 69 NewGeography.conil2/26/13)

Where Working-Age Americans are Moving: Austin is the No. 4 Youth Magnet City and also No. 5 for Where

Mature Workers are Moving.

Forbe§ anal ysi s-yearsagebochated theomorkidgde population: people who aged from-29 in 2007 to 2684 in 2012, people

who aged from 3@44 in 2007 to 3819 in 2012, and pede who aged from 459 in 2007 to 584 in 2012. They looked at theygar changes in

the population numbers of these cohorts in the 51 U.S. metropolitan statistical areas with a population over 1 milligan8iand-ed with

the youngest age cohort, lowed by Seattle, Washington DC, and Austin (where population in this group is up 18.1%). Austin does not make
the top 10 for where workers go after 35, but it is No. 5 in the mature adult market (following New Orleans, San Antohampajl Forbes
12/19/13)

Texas is No. 12 in Bloomberg ranking of the Top 20 Most Innovative States.

Bloomberg ranked the states based on scores for 6 factors reptieg innovation: STEM professionals as a percentage of state population
(Texas: 1.96%), science and tech degree holders as a percentage of state population (Texas: 6.25%), utility patentssaypattethtage of
U.S. total (Texas: 6.92%), state goweemt R&D spending as a percentage of U.S. total (Texas: 3.37%), gross state product per employed

he

person (Texas: $104,659)y8ar change in productivity (Texas: 5.7%), and public tech companies as a percentage of all public companies based

in the state (Teas: 12.45%). An abundance of STEM professionals and tech companies made Washington, California and Massachusetts the

most innovative stategBloomberg 12/18/13)

San Marcos is one of the Top 10 Most Exciting Small Cities in America.

r

Mot ovo’'s sought to identify places allow you t o enecangtlltosenel i festyl e

really big things. They came ujithvis a combination o6 criteria designed to put excitement into a tangible form: nightlife (bars, clubs,
comedy, etc.), live music venues, active life options (parks, outdoor activities, etc.), fast food restaurants (the fdetetheand young
resdents ages 20 to 34 (the higher the better). Each of these was measured on a per capita basis for 140 cities with pdprilagen

50,000 and 60,000 residents. San Marcos, TX ranked a¥ thest exciting small cityn the list San Marcos, home toekas State University,
ranked second in both active lifestyle options and30population, which currently standst 4 4 %. “ S a n s Mcknmawes |offetss ,
lots of reasons to get outdoors, such as the Meadows Center-Btdsn Boat Tours and ehance to go spelunking in the Wonder World
caves. From caverns to taverns, nightlife in San Marcos is headlined by the likes of the Tap Room, Zelicks Icehouepen@rinen.
(Movoto.com 12/18/13)

Texas is No. 3 on Business Policy Index ranking on policy measures & costs impacting small business &

entrepreneurship.

SBE Countils iramks thex 50 states according to 47 different policy measures, including a wide array of tax, regulatory and government
spending meas@ments.The states that have the most entreprenefuiendly policiesn 2013are: South DakotalNevada,TexasWyoming,and
Florida.In contrast, the states with the least friendly policy environments for small businesseSadifernia New JerseyWermont New Y ork
andHawaii The top states on the Small Business Policy Index 2013 are streamlining government and lifting burdens like excesaiaadaxatio
regulation. They are passing responsible budgets, and living within their nigsnstates are compared and ranked according to how state
and local government policies impact costs and incentives for entngpmship and investment. In turn, such risk taking is critical to economic
growth,income growth and job creatioff.exas &y policy positiveswhichincludeno personal, corporate income, capital gains and death taxes
combine with other favorable policy attributes that have fueled a business "TEXodus" to the Lone Star State. Texas hasHmbechéor
innovation and high technologyt.Bboasts more than 15,000 tech firms and ranks #2 nationally for computer and video game employment.
(Small Business & Entrepreneurship Coyd&l12/13)

Austin has the 3™ lowest crime rate among cities with 500,000 or more population.
Of the 32 U.S. cities with 500,000 or more population, the lowest crime rates are in El Paso, New York, Austin, Sad DisgangeleQ

Press’ met hodol ogy involves creating a score for egodeb (lacényheft usi ng

is omitted).A score is calculated for each city that is a summary of the percent differences of theecepome rate from the national rate of 6
crime types. The use of percent difference for each crime separately eliminates weighting more frequent crimes mord®@alilgss
12/6/13)
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Austin is the No. 1 Best-Performing City in annual assessment of Where America’s Jobs are Created and

Sustained.

“Austin’s technol ogy dbdsaes ibeemi gpllry odimi exrgs iafdBrsé Rertodniny Gities 201d8meor t t he awut
Milkenl nst i t ut e’ s a n n thased, compdekersivampepit system acaossfmatmpolitan areas highlighting the job, wage, and
technology trends that s hTalpies cyweaRenermihg Gty Alistif, is & casestudgdnapcsing ehe groper  “

recipe for economic vitalityA rising technology center, itis creatinghiglu al i ty jobs that i mprove the region’s
Economic development officials rightly tout its businégasndly, lowtax, lowregulation clinate when recruiting outside the state, particularly

when soliciting California firms. They also herald the business startups of local entrepreneurs, the spinouts from te@ysfiierxas at

Austin, and the number an tchuplogy basdisfairly diverkified: lgardaadeychipsearsd comAuniation gears

computer system design, Internetlated services, and biomedical research. The metro has its share of homegrown tech comalies

Freescale Semiconductor, and National lmstents among them-and has been successful at attracting technology icons from elsewhere as

well. The financial services sector is also adding’j@htlken Institute 12/5/13)

Texas is No. 3 in Top U.S. Business Climate ranking.

Site Selection’s annual ranking of states’ attr ac toling, dexassOhio,t 0 cor por
and Tennessee. Thanking is based 50% on a survey of corporate site selectors (they ranked Georgia fourth best; Texas, South Carolina and
North Carolina fared better) and 50% on a set of crnithemagzigedidhat i ncl t

this ranking in the May issue), qualified projects so far in 2013 and on a per capita basis, and state tax burdens omraéwefidns as
compiled by the Tax Foundation and KPMG Location MattelysieaQualified projects meaasnew or exanded commercial facility of at
least $1 million investment, creation of 50 or more new jobs or a minimum of 20,000 sq. ft. (1,850 sg. m.) of ne¢B#paBelectionl1/13)

Cedar Park ranks as the third Best Small City to Move To.

Movot o Real Estate’s ranking is based on data on costsaedperl i ving, cri
capitafor 100 cities with populations under 60,000. Cedar Park hadatvest crime rate in this top 10 ranking at 51% below the national

average. Its median household income of $70,914 is 34% above the average for the rest of the country, and at $258,0@6 ltemegrice

is 30% above the associated average. With anesk on the market for every 182 residents, it might be harder to find a home there compared

to the top two small cities (Rowlett, TX and Idaho Falls, ID). At 5.2%, Cedar Park has théoseestnsghemployment rate in the top 10; it is

28% belowthenatmal average. Cedar Park also appeared on Mbvotoconp’' s October r
11/12/13)

Austin is one of 10 global Cities to Watch in assessment of 150 city indexes and benchmarking studies.

Measurement of the present and future performance of cities has never been more important and Jones Lang LaSalle makés a valu
contribution in assembling a report encompassing over 150 inddaxhmarks, and rankings from around the world. Out of this
comprehensive analysis, JLL identifies 10 cities with the potential to achieve global status. Austin is described ab@enbapsuccessful
postfinancial crisis North American metro. lésde, young and highly skilled population, competitive business environment and low costs have
generated rapid job creation in highch sectors. This has resulted in impressive technology rankings for the city, including a 43rd place in
global commerciahnovation, as well as a top spot nationally for small business vitality. Austin has benefited frorrspatdicresilience to
economic shocks in industry, and has achieved recognition for its cultural vibrancy. The other cities singled out ass Gaigjaay, Colombo,
Nairobi, Nanjing, Riyadh, Santiago de Chile, Shenzhen, and Téléwés Lang LaSallel/13)

Austin is No. 2 on Livability Index list of the Best U.S. Cities for People 35 and Under.

News site Vocative.com started with the 50 most populous cities in the country, according to the 2010 census, and paresgufiisvirom
there using Open Internet sources. Their Livability Index takes into account essefitiatars for those between 18 and 35, like average
salary, employment rates, and the cost of rent and utilities measured against everyday factors like bike lanes for cotomucisg,
broadband and the availability of good, cheap takeout. They alsademesl quirky lifestyle metrics like number of vintage stores and coffee
shops per 100,000 people, Austin ranks second, behind Portland, Ore. and ahead of San Francisco, Seattle and Mivoestpodiem
11/7/13)

Austin ranks as the 6" Most Tech-Savvy Digital City.

Austin tied with Chicago forf"place among cities with 250,000 or more population in thi§ 48nual ranking. Topanked cities improved
transparency with open government irdtives and access to city services via mobile apps. The cities eliminated waste and enhanced service
levels using agile project management, and reduced costs and improved services through advanced analytics and perforsumese Tinea

cities honored refict public administrators and IT professionals wisely adopting technologies with a readiness to share with others serving
public interests. The Center for Digital Government is a national research and advisory institute on information tecloliciegyeml best
practices in state and local governmer@epter for Digital Government 1/7/13)

Austin is No. 7 on annual “Markets to Watch” ranking for overall real estate prospects.

Austin oneof the best markets for investment prospects in each of the last three years. According to the 2014 edition Emerging Realds i

Estate, Austin’s outlook for both investment and deweompamrdwitht i s con:
all markets. The editors noted that the Texas state capital metro area continues to be a favorite of interviewees artdrintasasow at a
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point where investors are willing to takeonmorersisk Aust i n’ s e x p an saves the caniing year) devaerdby $olid grovghtim t e

housing construction and technologglated industries. limigration of professionals in those industries will lift multifamily and subsequently

singlefamily construction. Austin will continue to attract oelting companies aiming to take advantage of relatively lower business costs,

|l ower taxes, and a highly trai ne dedusated\kofkiprceségh cohcentragian of tethealogy, t he met r o
businesses, and population gains doublertatp | e t he nati onal pace wi Urbankaacinstitutehl&/13) ust i n ec onc

Austin is one of America’s Most Hipster Cities.

Thril |l i st atsilipmslkeurgjBsoeklyn isthetepicenter of the American hipster but concedes that, it's hardly the only place in the
country where vegan, handlebanustachioed trustafarians ride their singdeeeds to nanobreweries inside organic faiwrtable restaurats
inside abandoned artist lofts tricked out with rooftop gardens where they grow only kale. Their list identifies the 1&reitigig for the title

of hipsterest (behind Williamsburg). The list is topped by Seattle, followed by Eugene, AustifieASakiland, Boulder, Savannah, Venice
Beach, Louisville, and Baltimor&hgillist 11/7/13)

Austin ranks as the 5" Best Place for Veterans to Find Jobs.

USAA and Hiring Our Heroes commissioned Sperling's BestPlaces to create a list to help veterans as they transitiomnredftinees to
civilian life. The 2013 list highlights the best places in the nation for veteramgltenflitary skilirelated jobs. Variables employed in the
assessment include military skidllated jobs, number of government jobs, recent job growth, presence of colleges and universities,
unemployment rate, volume of DoD contracts, health resourced)dépitals, cost of living, and violent crime rates. The top 10 are Houston,
Dallas, Minneapolis, Oklahoma City, Austin, Norfolk, Tampa, Salt Lake City, Orlando, and Fort LafutfetddI8ervices Automobile
Association 10/30/13)

Austin ranks 4" on list of Top 10 Cities for Electric Vehicles.

Electric vehicle charging station network ChargePoint determined the top cities for electric vehicles based on per eapifaelattric vehicle
ownership and public charging stations. The top cities are San Francisco, Seattle, San Diego, Austin, Honolulu, LBsr8age)d3etroit,
Washington, BostonGhargePoint10/25/13)

Austin is No. 1 on list of the Cities Creating the Most Middle-Class Jobs.

Forbesand Joel Kotkin assessed employment data for the five years since the recession in the 51 metropolitan statistical areasiwith
million people. Only eight metro areas that boast more middleome jobs today than in 2007. Austin has added 17,006skildjobs—an
increase of 7.6%among the 95,000 new jobs generated in the region. Austin is followed in the list by Houston, San Arteasoand
Oklahoma City. Texas has not only created the most middteme jobs, but a remarkable o#ikird of all net highwage jobs created over the
past decade.Rorbes 10/24/13)

Austin tops On Numbers Economic Index ranking of the economic vitality of 102 metropolitan areas.

The On Numbers Economic Index measures the relative vitality of 102 major metropolitan areas with populatiorestbhm500,000. Its 18
part formula assesses privagector job growth, unemployment, personal earnings, hougirige appreciation, and construction and retail
activity. Austin has occupied first place 9 times in the last 15 months, nevehifigi lowe than third. It hasadded 67,800 privatsector jobs
during the last 5 years, an increase of 11%. No other market has grown faster thBol®¥ing Austin in the ranking aBallasFort Worth,
Provo, Houstorand San JosgThe Business Journal$)/24/13)

Three Austin-area communities—Georgetown, Round Rock and Cedar Park—rank in the top 5 of America’s Best

Suburbs.

The Mowto Real Estate Blog put together a ranking of the 10 best suburbs in America, based on criteria including cost delyjng, sa

education, and amenities. Movoto looked at the three largest suburbs surrounding each of the 25 largest U.S. citiespAtfttieetiist is
Westerville, OH, a suburb of Columbus, followed by Plegaown TX, and t}
was singled out for its low crime rate, low cost of living, and high stutdsmher ratio. Round Roekas also relatively safe and enjoys high

household incomes and low unemployment. Cedar Park ranked safer than any Texas suburb in the analysis, and enjoys lawesitisteht

teacher ratio and low unemploymentMpvoto.com 10/24/13)

Austin’s economy has the 9" largest percentage of international trade in Brookings’ study of global and

domestic goods trade.

A new Brookings' study r e \eaviy brientet toveard inernatiang wate. These higaly giobatly omented tmetrtos

tend to produce and consume more pr oduc thdighest permahtage of nerdatidnal tdades t r i es . Al
among metros nationwide, at 22.3%.€Tlist was led by the San Jose at 35.9%. Houston was the only other Texas metro to make the top 10 at

23. 9%, ranking No. 5. Austin’s tvraaduee ipsr ohdiugcht!l yd rsi mieh@tgeohfyuksetidisni’ ns e [ nencotvr
8hint he report’s ranking of t hereldteal coqmmaities.Braokinyd Institwtion10i22i13)advanced i ndust r:

Austin is the Best City for Twentysomethings.
This ranking of the 50 largest U.S. metros by a credit card comparison website focused on percent of populatior2@igatefroom
apartment rents, bars per capita, population growth and the unemployment rate. With the exceptiorfaiflitshigh rent costs, Austin ranks in
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the top 5 for every other category, including first for population growth. People flock to the city for its warm weatsgratimosphere, and
strong job market. From live music to outdoor sports to food trucksstiA has a lot to offer young adultreditDonkey10/8/13)

The University of Texas at Austin is one of only two Texas schools to make the top 100 on a list of the best

universities in the world.

UT is the top Texas university on list, coming in 27th on the Times Higher Education World University Rank2@gE4268iston's Rice
University ranks No. 65. The California Institute of Technology was ranked @ dnnual global uversity study, which ranks 400 "world
class universities," is the only one that judges schools across all their core missimeiading teaching, research, knowledge transfer and
international outlook. UT had an overall score of 72.2 out of 100, wsitoee of 64.7 for teaching, 42.4 for international outlook, 59.6 for
industry income, 69 for research and 91.3 for citatiofémgs Higher Educatipa0/2/13)

Austin on global list 10 Up & Coming Cities for Entrepreneurs.

Forbedooked at dozens of cities around the world that are doing big things to inspire and support entrepreneurship and proiducsdatha
sampling of where they think the biggest job centers wilbler the next ten years. According to Forbes, Austin has been buzzing for a few
years now, is a great place to start a company, and is loaded with young professionals. Big events like South by Salithe/éstnar+
Interactive Festival fuel creativignd startup activity. Forbes 9/25/13)

Austin ranks No. 6 in a listing of the most energy-efficient U.S. cities.

Austin scored 62.00 out of@ossible 100. Boston received the highest overall score, 76.75, followed by Portland, Ore., New York City, San
Francisco and Seattle. The inaugural City Energy Efficiency Scorecard evaluated the 34 most populous U.S. citiesasostumdio be

the city furthest ahead of its state on energy efficiency policy and implementafonefican Council for an Energfficient Economy9/13)

Austin is the Best City for Small Business.

NerdWalletexamined the top 20 biggest U.S. cities to find out how welcoming they are to small businesses. They scored each eiig osing d

|l ocal taxes, growth rates from the Milken I nstituteldcarequatin? Best Per f
environment from the 2013 Thumbtack Small Business Friendliness Survey. Four of the top 10 cities are located in tekasndlystin is

home to tech giants likBell and IBM, but the city proves equally friendly to small busireegsestin scores highly thanks to no state or local

personal income taxes and its 2nd place rank i n t heectMintedhrmlogy,l nst i t ut e
real wages and jobs. Austin also scored 2nd foritshdsslee e busi ness | icensing requirements, accord
Business Friendliness Surv@yerdWallet.com 8/26/13)

Austin is one of the Top 20 Meetings Destinations.
Cvent identifies the most population destinations for meeting planners by ranking 5,700 cities based on meeting and évegiltuity, as
well as the number of meeting venues in the area. Austin advanced 4 places over lagEyeaf 8/22/13)

Austin ranks 4" on America’s Thriving Cities list.

To find the count rThe Daily Beadpoke? 8t thelbOrlargest citigs inthie .85. arsl compared them based on variables

representing population growth, employment and earnings, market strength, infrastructure, and intellectual capital. Thestadeom the

U.S. Census, the Bureau of Labor StatisticsEtqpeu al i ty of Opportunity Project, Moody’'s Credit !
Trademark Office. The top five were Irvine, San Jose, Fremont, Austin, and San Fi@hedaily Beas8/19/13)

Austin is a leader among the top high tech markets in the U.S. according to JLL’s 2013 industry outlook.

High tech services employment grdwis 2.2 times overall U.S. employment growth and high tech giants are increasingly looking beyond the
traditional markets of Silicon Valley, New Yor k, ifgenarketsthewingnd Bost on
strongnomentum in high tech industry growth. High tech servsces account
growth in 2012 was 17 %. Patent activity and ventur mareta Régcanal funding
lease activity shows unmistakable organic growth among Austin area high tech companies. The relatively low cost of ivistatensthcome

tax are economic draws attracting national high tech investments. The educated workforce easemertrag does the general quality of life

and cool factor that Austin provides through its live music scélmesLanglLaSalik/14/13)

Google names Austin the digital capital of Texas.

The Google eCity Awards recognize the digital capitals of each state. The Google eCity Award recognizes the strongesinestne

community in each state. Google and independent researohlfisos MORI analyzed the online strength of local small businesses in cities in all
fifty states. The city with the highest scores in each state was designated a 2013 Googl&eGiie §/13/13)

Austin heads list of Best Cities for Job Growth.

Texas offers a sharp contrast to California when it comes to taxes, regulation and business costs and companies agdyimickasinl exas

when forced to choose. Austin leads a lis7dfexas metros that rank among the 10 areas expected to have the fastest job growth through

2015 (among the 200 | argest metros areas). Austin’s eWgnercCgbieent i s e>
all announced major expaions of their operations in Austin already this year. National Instruments, which makes test and measurement
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hardware and software systems, said in February it would add 1,000 jobs in Austin with an average wage of $72,223. Thésdamopamfor
many d its hires coming straight out of college and Austin offers a fresh crop every year as the home to the flagship caregus sf/gtem.
Late last year, Visa announced a new software development center in Austin that will add nearly 800 jobs at arsaleeyagie$112,000.
(Forbes 8/7/13)

Best Places for Business & Careers: Austin is No. 14

Moody's Analytics projects that Austin'saemomy will expand the fastest in the U.S. through 2015 at 5.8% annibeliple are flocking to

Austin to take advantage of compaAussti hi headsahidsthefcB&lget sCcbobbdbksr €y
metro boasts a nemigration rate that is the third fastest in the country over the past 5 years. Population growth is triple the natiorzaeave

Austin ranks No. 14 this years’' |list of the Best ®ehtagachghef or Busi nes:
showing are business and living costs that exceed the national average. Des Moines, Provo, Raleigh, Lincoln, and Keshvitlertap 5.

(Forbes 8/7/13)

Austin is the 7*" most affordable city to have a baby.

Real estate firm Redfin ranked 40 cities based on costs for housing, childcare, baby ltems, healthcare and utilities aobaibyisdirstyear.
The most expensive U.S. city to have a baby is San Jose, where the average total cost of a newborn's first year wasripa@ato
$26,000 for the average U.S. family. Total costs in Austin were $21,700, well below the U.S. average. Sigds boesif the most costly
aspects of raising a new child, Redfin calculated the average cost of upgrading fioed@®@m home to a ®edroom home. For example, an
additional bedroom in San Jose costs about $225,000 or $19,900 per year in additiotgglgagayments on a 3@ear fixed 4.5%. In Austin, a
third bedroom costs about or $6,100 per year in additional mortgage payments. The other major expense is childcare sachtied 6,100
in Austin compared to $12,600 in San JoRed(in 8/7/13)

Texas has the Best Business Climate in Business Facilitiesnnual ranking.

Texas continued to show dominance across several of tomehemagazine’s
nation’s most dynamic state e c-cankedstate forlBest Busindss €limata) Texased moelpanldngs ng as t
for Best Infrastructure, Natural Gas Production Leaders, Most FTZ Aendtynstalled Wind Power Capacity Leaders. Texas othetGop

finishes include No. 3 for Economic Growth Potential, no. 2 in Data Center Leaders, no.@3jraée&Defense Industry Leaders, no. 5 in

Biotechnology Strength Employment Leaders, no. 5 in Nuclear Power Generation Leaders, no. 4 in Credit Quality andnesvabie Reergy

Leaders (Capacity). Texas was the first state in the U.S. to bouncolmelRe c essi on empl oyment | evels in 2011.
supremacy in the oil and gas sector was the turbocharger that kept its jobs engine humming during tough times, Texastbdseleerse

and aggressive economic development strategy whahseen it become a global leader in semiconductors and a rising star in otheéedtigh

growth sectors including bioscience, supported byaworidass uni versity system. Apple’s new gl obal
3,600 new jobs to the sta capital. Business Facilitie3-8/13)

f
h e

Top States for Doing Business 2013: Texas on Top . . . Again.

Area Developmehts f o ur t hStaesifar Daing BuSireegs survey of site consultants ranks the states based on 17 weighted categories
addressing business environment, labor climate, infrastructure and global access. Texas strengths inchidisiags® environment, strong

work force,and an infrastructure that allows efficient access to global markets. Texas has no personal income tax and no corportaxncom

—a huge incentive for companies to locate or expand in Texas. Therefore, it is not surprising that Texas has acco@n#éd forf3 t he nati on’
net job gains over the past decade. Texas also offers a highly skilled, productive work force of over 12 million peaplideitange of skill

sets. The unemployment rate is currently about 6-5%he lowest of the 10 mospopulatedstates. Manufacturing and distribution are well

supported by a modern, highly integrated transportation infrastructure of rail, highway, air, deepwater ports, and segeral&dplanned
intermodal compl exes. Tex as afadlimtastdonestic andirteanationalrirangportation, as wbll@as eqdy acéesse r i c
to markets. This infrastructure support has helped Texas be the numtexporting state in the U.S. for 11 years in a réwed

Development Summer ' 13)

Austin is No. 9 on global list of Most Active Cities for Startups.

SeedTable is a discovery platform builttop of the data in Crunchbase. ét$ users analyze and discover staps using a variety of criteria.
Crunchbase tracks startups founded, receiving angel or venture capital funding, or acquired. For the 12 months endR@{LiB, Jné/most
active cities were San Francisco, New Yakdbon (UK), Palo Alto, Boston, Seattle, Cambridge (USA), Mountain View, Austin and Chicago.
(SeedTable.com, 7/31/13)

Austin is one of America's Top 20 Engineering Hubs: The Cities with the Greatest Capacity for Innovation.

Amer i ca’' s i ndwsshatregiens wharé endginearsyconsehtrate can expect the greatest capacity for innovation, and, for the most
part, regions with higher concentrations of engineers tend to do better and to seize the leadership of key industries. dtepiyeexamined

the 85 largest metros for their concentrations of engineering talent and how they fit into three essential industrifiesnation technology,

energy and manufacturing. Based on engineers per 1,000 employees, Austin rafik@del@Geography.coni/31/13)

Austin is the No. 1 “Aspirational City” —Offering Both Jobs & Culture.
A city at its best, wrote the philosopher René Desr t e s , provides “an inventory of the possible,"”
circumstances and improve their |lives. To deter mi nertoAenenonicca’ S cuUurrer
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indicators, such asmployment growth, per capita income, and unemployment, as well as demographic factors, such as the growth of domestic
migration and the movement of collegelucated people and the foreign borAdditionalquality-of-life factorswere also considered.

Asprrational citiesarewhere peopleexpect to findnot just economic and cultural opportunity but a cost structure that allows them to enjoy

their success to the fullest exterBoth No. 1 Austin and No. 2, New Orleansieaplacesvhere people can enjoy ¢hcultural amenities and
attitudes of “progr essi v-state dnliranmentot lavtcasts, less uegulation, aral lower taxesi These pglages haeed
lured companies and people from more expensive regions, notably California andrheaét, by being not only culturally rich but also

amenable to building a career, buying a home and, ultimately, raising a family in relative cqhéavGeography.comni’/30/13)

Austin is the 4th Hardest Working City in America.

Austin ranked as the fourth hardest working city inAmeriga@enitle ca, accor di
ranked as first on the list and four additional cities placed in the Top 10, including second and third place Arlingtwh\Afodtf,

respectivelyRounding out the Top 1Was5" place San Jose followed by San Francisco, Dallgmi&Beach, Washington DC, and Houston.

Movoto used7 variables to calculate a scofer the final rankingThevariables includedaerage hours worked per weeknemployment rate,

commute time, employed workers per household, hours volunteered per Jaze,0f sleep, andost of living According to MovotoAustin

ranked highly orhe list dueto long workhours, volunteer workand workers per househol@Movoto.com, 7/24/13)

Austin is the Hottest Startup Scene in the U.S.

Austin ranks as the No. 1 place to launch your business, according to a new ranking by GoodApril, a Sarbasettiseplanning startup.

The ranking compared the 7 hottest startup sceimethe U.S.: Austin, Boston, Boulder, Washington, New York, San Francisco, and Seattle. The
measures addressed are those that matter most to new entrepreneurs: mediaretaployee earnings, maximum personal income tax,

property tax, the cost of housingnd the cost of office space. San Francisco ranked as the worst startup mecca in which to launch, due to recent
tax changes, increases in office and housing costs, and stratospheric salary expecttimepréneuand GoodApri] 7/15/13)

CNBC names Texas America’s No. 2 State for Business.

Texas has never finished below second@laci n CNBC' s study, and was America''s Top State for
South Dakota topped this year’'s 1list, and foll owing ratesalB56 wer e Nort
states on more tan 50 metrics in 10 categories of competitiveness. The weight the categories based on how frequently they appear as selling

points in state economic development marketing efforts. This year Texas loggegadistrankings in the Economy and Infrastruetur

categories. Texas also ranked in the top 10 in three other categories: Technology and Innovation, Access to Capitabf &mdr@o@NBC

7/9/13)

The University of Texas at Austin is one of the Best Buys in Higher Education.

The2014 Fiske Guideto Colleges | i st s The University of Texas at Austin as one of th
the past 30 years have chosen a select group of schools noted for quality academf f er i ngs and affordable cost f ol
year's rankings are composed of 21 public and 20 prdKingdomeltdoesl | eges ar
not assign specific ranking numbers to theskals. The list includes 3 other Texas scheelBexas A&M University, Rice University and

Trinity University(Universiy of Texas at Austjr7/9/13)

Austin is No. 8 in ranking of per capita analysis of venture capital activity by metro.

Richard Florida's examination of the geography of vpmgoltanaree capi t al ar
reveals that San Francisco has overtaken 8s@ ds the leading center of Mi@anced startups. San Jose, characterized as sdiiahis losing
ground to an “urban turn” in VC and st ar t wapitadnuestments,tfolowedbyhSart sai d, Sar

Francisco, Boulder, Boston, Santa Barbara, Lawrence KS, San Diego, Austin, Provo, and Seattle. The Silicon Valleydokksopdsiged to
be weakening while larger urban centeasid also some college towrare gaining ground.The Atlantic Citigs7/2/13)

The University of Texas at Austin has been recognized as the 26th best university in the world.

In the 2013 Center for World University Rankings, T h enivddsitiesv er si ty of
The ranking puts the university in seventh place among public universities in the United States inclhda@itkings. The rankings are based

on several criteria, including publications by faculty, influence, citations of faculty research, patents, faculty qdaitypdmyment of

graduates. Among these criteria, UT Austin ranked highest in patents (20tlkjuafity of faculty (24th). The only other Texas universities

included in the top 100 are University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center in Dallas (46), Texas A&M @uoilegetptation (80) and Rice

University in Houston (94)Cénter for World University Rankingg1/13)

Austin is No. 8 on new analysis of America’s Leading Metros for Venture Capital.

Tracing the flow of venture capital across locations has been difficult because the main published sourcesafyyicalat summarize VC

figures for broadly defined regions that tend to not match up with conventional definitions of cities and metros. ButitheaNeéenture

Capital Association has made available more detailed data to the Martin Prosperity Infitate analysis of more than 100 metros. The data,
which cover 2012, include figures on the number of VC deals or investments and the dollar value of these investmentxiSamdfd San

Jose top the ranking based on dollars invested, followed byoBpbtew York, Los Angeles, San Diego, Seattle, Austin, Chicago and Washington.
VC investment in Austin companies totaled $626 million in 2012 and Austin accounted for 2.3% of both total investmeris dealso{he

Atlantic Cities6/17/13).
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Austin is No. 1 on list of Top Vegan Friendly Cities of 2013.

Austin, Texas, may be in thedrt of cattle country, but itlinched the title, thaks to the wide variety of vegan meals, snacks, and desserts

served in its cafés, eops, dairyfree ice cream shops, music venues, and more. While many restaurants aroundeoxerup delicious vegan

food,P ET A n ot endhe foddardck divisiondat Austin really pulls ahead of the competitidtaulMcCartneyjoined PETA Senior Vice

President Dan Mathews to present Mayor Lee Leffingwell thitle war d r ecogni z i n gVeganRiendlynCityairsthe®BI A’ s Mo st
Paul poi nt e doffowvargthinkingmasicians &nt techies, the thriving university, and the food trucks all over the city run by

young vegfriendly hipsters have made Austin the absolute cuttndl ge pl ace fdhegfekhowahgngolnd out PETA’
VeganFriendly U.S. Cities: Portland, Los Angélesv York CityChicagoSeattle Salt Lake Cify.as Vega®oulder and Richmond(People for

the Ethical Treatmendf Animals 6/6/13)

Austin Energy leads all public power utilities for Green Power Sales.

Austin Energy sold 744,443,000 million kilowladurs of renewable energy through its subscriptimesed GreenChoice program. Only Portland
General Electrie an nvestorowned utility serving 52 cities and almost twice as many customers as Austin Erseidymore green power at
834,125,000 million kWh. Austin Energy was ranked first in the country among all utilities for 9 years in a row betwesm ZWID foisales

of renewable energy in the voluntary market and routinely outperforms the other 850 tgflignsored programs in the nation. NREL did not
issue rankings for 2011Nétional Renewable Ergy Laboratory6/5/13)

Austin is No. 11 on 2013 U.S. Clean Tech Leadership Index.

The Index tracks and analyzes ckach activities of the 50 largest U.S. metro regions through nearly two dozen indicators within the

categories of Green Buildings, Adead Transportation, Clean Electricity & Carbon Management, and Clean Tech Investment, Innovation, &
Wor kf orce. Austin’'s highest rankings include: No. 5V Nor7fatleeran tech i
electricty and carbon management; No. 8 for LEdeRtified SF per capita; No. 8 for EV charging stations per capita; and No. 9 for hybrid

electric vehicles in use per capit&l¢an Edges/4/13)

Texas garners 2013 Gold Shovel Award recognizing Excellence in State Economic Development.

Area Developmehts annual Gold and Silver Shovel Awar ds -valeecnvagstmenzpejecist at es f or
that will create a sigificant number of new jobs in their communities. The editors collected information from all 50 states about th&D top

job-creation and investment projects initiated in 2012. Based on a combination of weighted faatetgding the number of new jobs tue

created in relation to the state’s population, t heitydfmdustrgr amount of
represented—4 states achieving the highest weighted overall scores are awarded Gold Shovels in 4 populagjoriesat€exas is far ahead of

the game when it comes to economic recovery and has quite 4 olst—with investments worth more than $11 billion and some 8,000 new

jobs. And there's a lot more where that came from. Austin is the home of one of the i&ggects of the YearApple's new IT operations

center and its 3,60(lus jobs—as well as an 80b Visa IT centerAfea DevelopmentSpring 2013)

Austin is No. 5 among 380 metros ranked by Area Developmenas Leading Locations for 2013 based on

economic and job growth.

Area Developmerttatistically analyzed 380 metropolitan areas aci@s&ey economic indicatomver the last 5 year period and the most
recent 1 year period. The combined results identify the top 100 metros who are moving in the most upward projection asartga@MP,
job creation, wages and other key economic indicatargl whose strengtheningconomies should be attractive to potential new investment
going forward. The top 5 in the overall ranking were Lafayette, San Jose, Columbus IN, Odessa, andiréaiflievélopmenSpring 2013)

In the BBC News Magazire“10 Reasons Why So Many People are Moving to Texas” list, No. 6 is “Austin in

particular.”

Along with detailing 9 other great attributes of Texas such as itgthemb and housing markets, low cost of living, and quality of life, BBC

News singled out Austin as one of the state’s bi BBGCNewsMdgasanes, especi ¢
5/30/13)

Austin No. 5 on list of Cities Winning the Battle for Information Jobs.

San Jose tops this list, followed by San Francisco, New Orleans, Boston, Austin. The longer run overall decline ofthistséuttudes

publishing software, entertainment and data processing, is showing a turnaround. Over the past 2 years, spurred largely by soeéatimedia

the growing use of data in business, resurgence is being seen in the information sector, with strong hiring in softvsliegydaia

processing and other information services. But the big story in the information sector may be the emergence of a numbkeroingtio

areas that are usually less expensive. Some of the names here would not surprise, such as™uatid @leigh (8). They have been pulling

information jobs from places like Boston, New York and the Bay Area for almost a generation. For example, Apple de@dedblasnter its

Americas operations division in Austin, which is likely to bring upwa3ddeD information jobs to the Texas capital. To identify the cities

making the biggest gains, New Geography ranked the 66 lamgest r 0 ar eas’ empl oyment g-term{200%t12), n t he sect
mid-term (200712) and the last two years, as wa momentum.NlewGeography.conb/23/13)
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Austin has jumped from 13* to 11%" largest U.S. city according to new Census Bureau estimates.

Threeof the area’s cities, San Marcos, Cedar Park and GddrSpet own, ar e
Marcos is No. 1 (up 4.9% between July 2011 and July 2012), Cedar Park (up 4.7%) is No. 4, and Georgetown (upZ.A#4stis,Ndnich

grew by 25,395 over the last year, is No. 5 in the ranking based on numeric increase (behind New York, Houston, LeséiSgeleSntonio).

Based on the rate of growth since the 2aeloler®OMéup,0%n)Cedar Park i s t he
(U.S. Census Bureah/23/13)

Texas is the Best State for Business.

For the &' consecutive year, the Lone Star state ranks first, tighGolden State continuing to rank lastGhief Executives annu al CEO suryv
and ranking of thdest & Worst States to Do Business. Business leaders were asked to grade states with which they are familiar on a variety of
competitive metrics that CEOseimselves regard as critical. These include: 1) taxation and regulation, 2) quality of workforce, and 3) living
environment. The tax and regulatory grade i ncl ud(€lief Execuiesdosl8)r e of how

Texas is No. 6 in Top 10 States for Entrepreneurship and Innovation.

Texas is the 5tifastestgrowing state for STEM jobs, and it performs well on entrepreneurship metrics. Theatas 2nd in the growth of
full- and parttime selfemployed workers and 8th in business birthrate. The Lone Star State has more than 2.2 millidsusmefises
accounting for more than half of its private sector jobs. Texas has added 34,000 STEMc@2909, many of them in computer and IT
related occupationgU.S. Chamber of Commercg6/13)

Texas is 1% in Site Selectiofs ranking of the Top 10 Most Competitive States.

Texas adds another firplace finish tcSite Selections measur es of state attr adhirdsof¢heway® t o site se
sweeping the magazi nirgs KwobihgGodrnar's Qup eatlier this yedr with a @mrkanding lead in project totals for

2012, and it now claims the top spot in the ranking of the most competitive states. The Competitiveness Ranking heeelés aneasure of

state competitivenes than the number of announced projects, though that is a strong indicator of future job creation. It includes several New

Plant Database criteria, which reflect announced capital investment in total and per capita, as well as other gauges stirstgth, such as

job creation, business climate and tax climate rankings, 8ite Selectiarb/13)

The Austin Chamber is in Top 10 “Best to Invest” ranking of the top-performing economic development

organizations.

Site Selectiomagazine evaluated the top performers on a variety of criteria, with four objective measurements counting the most: jitdls, cap
investment, jobs per capita, and investment per capita. In additiogy thoked at creativity of economic development strategy, depth and
breadth of project activity, ability to generate breakthrough deals, and the ability to properly document the contributitresezonomic
development organization to actual project retsulSite Selectiarb/13)

Austin is one of 10 cities named the South’s Tastiest Towns.

Southern Livingallied a half a million readers votes for favorite food destinationdien$outh, then the editors selected their list of 10 cities
based on 6 main criteria: food as a cultural identity; diverse cuisine at a variety of price points; local, sustaingirectomss; chefs on the

rise; and an abundance of buemrthy food eveits. Southern Livingalled Austin "a place where smoke and swagger meet urban ethnic style
with a twang." Gouthern Living5/13)

Austin Chamber of Commerce singled out for creating economic vitality through clean energy and innovation.

Chambers for Innovation and Clean Enesggweyed hundreds of local chambers in every region of the country, identifying chambers that are

driving clean energy and ergy efficiency projects. From the many stories collected from local chambersidéifified 10 chambeiled clean

energy projects which provide inspiring and practical guides for other chambers seeking to help their member companiesdratettake

advantage of clean energy developments. Within one of the largest oil and natural gas producing states in the nation, éne\Gstat

Chamber of Commerce | everaged its close ties to Th2cléhrecver si ty of Te
companies to Austin. The Austin Chamber played a key role in developing a-editi@glemonstration community for smart grid technologies,

helps strengthen clean energy startups through a local incubator, and actively works to positonasua top location for entrepreneurs,

investors, and cleatech businessesChambers for Innovaih & Clean Energys/13)

Austin is America’s No. 1 Boomtown.

Bloomberg Rankings sorted through data on population growth and real gross domestic products for U.S. metros with X mdlien o

residents t o ddozeefastesigiowingkitesr Aaat sn’' s popul ation growth over the | ast
annual GDP growth was 3.26%. Bloomberg also nigidAustin, home of the South by Southwest festival and Dell, has an unemployment

rate of 5.4%, compared with 7.8% for the natiardahat a hightech job boost will come from Apple, which is expanding its Austin campus

with a new, 1 milliorsquarefoot operations center that will be second in size only to its Cupertino headquarBiogniberg 4/24/13)

Texas’ Tax System is ranked No. 1 for Small Business and Entrepreneurship.
The Small Business and Entrepreneur ship Coun cthdcbss ofthBiuaxsystamsfor Tax | nde
starting and growing a business. The Index pulls together 21 different tax measures, and combines those into one tanswptecAaxes
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included are income, capital gains, property, death/inheritance, unemploymeadtyarious consumptiobvased taxes, including state gas and
diesel leviesAccording to the SBEC the best state tax systems are: 1) Texas, 2) South Dakota, 3) Nevada, 4) Wyoming, and 5) Washington; an
the worst are 46) Vermont, 47) lowa, 48) New Jers8y Hawaii, and 50) Californi&roall Business & Entrepreneurship Coy#déil7/13)

Texas is No. 3 in “United States of Innovation” ranking focused on entrepreneurial climate.
Data crunched for the ranking included levels and growth rates of entrepreneurial activity; startups, entrepreneurs, stotsipes capita,
revenue per startup; and employment generatedylmung firms. fast Company}/15/13)

Austin is the Most Business-Friendly U.S. City.

The Kauffman Foundatiefihumbtack.com annual survegnks Austin as the most busindsigndly city and Texas ranked as tHefGendliest

states for small business. This Small Business Friendliness Survey is unique among business climate rankings in beamgwasgdtmt

obtains data from an extense, nationwide universe of job creators and entrepreneurs in order to determine the most busireesly

locations. The 2013 study draws upon data from over 7,700 small business owners nationwide. The survey respondentstieseshSIrlc

metricsindmai n areas — the ease of starting a business, ease of hiring, r
opportunities for business owners. Austin earned its highest marks from small business owners for its ease of startiegsadndis

excellent training and networking program&auffman Foundationd/2/13; Forbes 4/4/13)

Austin is No. 3 in fDi Intelligence’s American Cities of the Future ranking of 52 large cities.

Data was collected for 422 North and 8oAmerican cities under 5 categories: economic potential, human resources, cost effectiveness,

infrastructure, business friendliness, and FDI Strategy. Cities scored up to a maximum of 10 points under each meablagedadriaf which

was weighted bymportance to the FDI decisiemaking process in order to compile both the subcategory and the overall American Cities of

the Future 2013/14 ranking. Austin is one of 52 mednofansethan t he ‘| ar ge
500,000 plus a metropolitan area of more than 1 million, or a metropolitan area of more than 2 million people. AustinNanRealerall,

behind Vancouver and Calgary, and posted top 10 rankings in 4 of the 6 subcategories. Austin was Nondrfic potential (San Jose

ranking ), No. 2 behind Minneapolis for human resources, No. 5 for business friendliness (behind 4 Canadian cities), and Ni. 10 for F

strategy.(fDi Intelligence 4-5/13)

Texas ranks 7t" overall and 1° for openness in Beacon Hill Institute’s annual State Competitiveness Report.

The BHI competitiveness index is based on a 43 indicators representing 8 gmasnment ad fiscal policy, security, infrastructure, human

resources, technology, business incubation, openness, and environmental policy. The breadth of the BHI index distirfgurisimesri

narrowly-focused measures of competitiveness that target only taxigg) tech, or economic freedom. The index measures the ability of a

state to promote economic growth in the form of higher personal income. Massachusetts ranked first, followed by North Rekwtsota,

South Dakota, Utah, Colorado, Texas, Washingtogiridrand Kansas. States that paid attention to fostering aedeltated and healthy

workforce scored well. It also helps for a state to be buskfieerndly with reasonable labor costs and an environment with consistent firm

births as well as sizeable tladeposits which signal local investment. Texas pulled aheaipol7ace t hi s yeart"plape from | ast
position. Texas’' highest r ainnkdienxg wrlahse Non.d elx ianp ptehaer s* Qpoe nsnuegsgse’s ts utbh at
away from dependence on natural resource extraction and becoming more competitive in business incubation and opennessgstaoted

strong export ability and openness to immigrati¢Beacon Hill Institute4/1/2013)

Austin maintains first place on Economic Health Index.

Austin is the nation's economic pacesetter. Texas' capital region ranks No. 1 in March's version of the On Numbers Bderpwiiich

offers a monthly snaget of the economic health of 102 major markets. Rounding out the top five are Provo, Houston, Oklahoma City and
DallasFort Worth. The Index tracks conditions in the 102 largest metropolitan areas across 18 indicators. The number ceptivajebs in

the Austin area has increased by 9.7% during the past 5 years. No other market has expanded more rapidly than 7.5%hefoistymimrket
with growth rates of better than 3% in 4 key categories: privagetor jobs over the past year and the past ange and personal earnings

during the past year and past 5 years. Home values have risen in just 10 of the 102 major markets since 2008. Austifoqtredifielite

group with an appreciationrate of 4.7%6.h e Busi ness Jo829M3| ' s On Numbers

Austin is 1 overall among the 100 largest U.S. metros based on amount recovered from pre-recession peak to

the present based on employment, unemployment, output, and house prices.

B r o o kMetnodylenitor tracks the performance of the 100 largest U.S. metropolitan abeaed ordata for four key indicatorsjobs,

unemployment, gross product, and home prieesver three tme periods: the recession, the recovery, and the full course of the recession from

the prerecession period to most recent quartekustin is best performingintiteover al |  ranki ng tafcadcrossthd | ect s met
four indicators in amount reaered from thepre-recession period to most recent quartéBrookings Institution3/28/13)

Austin named best place for young adults.

The Business dmals analyzed major U.S. markets to identify the best placesnong t he nation’s 102 metro areas
population)that offer the best opportunities for workers in their 20s and early 2@sording tothe study, Austin, San Jose and Wagton

offer the best chance for young adults to establish themselves infeasissionary Americ&apid expansion is the reason why Austin has

become the ultimate land of opportunity for men and women in their 20s and early 30s. Texas' capital rad#othéecountryn both

population growth (3.1%er year) and privatsector job growth (1.%annually since 2007). h e s t paityofmsila dives the highest
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scores to markets with strong growth rates, moderate costs of living, and substantial pgolsnaf adults who are colleggducated and
employed(The Business Jo8281i31 " s On Numbers

Austin is No. 2 on global patent activity ranking.

Based on patent counts for 199%05, Santa Clara County ranks first, followed by Austin; Houston; Hsinchu, Taiwan; and New York. The Martin
Prosperity Institute’s “lnsight” art i cohtastedarbranflenl soms\arihtion of Silcdant i es or r e
Vall ey, such as AMsthProspedtylastititeS/20V18)c on Hi I | s. " (

Austin is the top large city for young entrepreneurs.

Under30CEO readers were asked to vote on the locations they thought were the best places for a new company to open sboposased
resources, culture, atmosphere and overall appeal to a young twsaryething. Among cities with a population over 500,000 Austin topped
the list, followed by San Francisco, Louisville, New York and Nashhéleity has been a hub for innovat@nd entrepreneurship for years, all
centered around the annual SXSW festival. The city is also home to the University of Texas which provides the cityadytfl@ste

talented graduates and an overall vibrant scene. Compared to cities like Sarséwaard New York, Austin has a much lower cost of living.
Companies that have offices in Austin include Hostgator, HomeAway, Blizzard Entertainment, Facebook an(UBdedd@ CE(B/19/13)

Austin is the No. 1 City to be a Moviemaker.

Movi eMaker’'s ideal moviemaking city of ftgivestaaincentvésffooicty o ibdtate, intell ectt
production, and which offers moviemakers access both to equipment and groundbreaking film screenings. The editors asaentried d

needed to score 50 cities on 5 weighted criteria: film community, accessxdilms, access to equipment, cost of living, and tax incentives.

The highest possible score was a 36 and Austin topped the list with a score of 32—hostia to SXSW, Austin Film Festival, and Fantastic

Fest—has been a thriving, moviemakéiendly coomuni ty f or years. The city is home to some of
Richard Linklater, the Duplass brothers, and RoberdrewRfordlmi guez. One ¢
projects. Austin also offeffinancial incentives, tax exemptions, fee waivers and other benefits. With itbdekl atmosphere, creative artistic
community, and diverse topogr(bqgvieMaker3#6(l3)t i n i s a moviemaker’'s dr eam.

Austin is the 7*" most affordable home market of major metros.

ZipRealty Isst of the 10 most affordable housing markets of 2@dB8ased on aanalysis of years of authoritative MLS data and U.S. Census
Bureau informatio. The evaluation compared median home sale prices in 30 metropolitan areas to median household income levels in those
same cities. Those metropolitan areas with the lowest ratios of home price to household income were deemed to be theondasiafirea

for the purposes of the studyetropolitan areas in Texas and nopastal regions are the best places to find a real estate bargain, according to
the study.In the most affordable areas, the average home sells for abdots times annual average houseld income levelsAt the other

end of the spectrum, homes in the least affordable metro areas are selling for as much as 11 to 13 times the local hooset®ktandards.

A u s tratimdf median home sales prices to median household incaare 6.13compared to 5.27 for Dallas, the most affordable markéte

least affordable market, Washington, had a ratio of 16(Z$Realty;3/14/13)

Austin ranked in the top 10 of large metros and best in Texas on the Gallup-Healthways Well-Being Index.

ThewWelBBei ng I ndex is based on the World Health Organizatdisgase def i ni ti on
but also a sta of physical, mental and socialwblle i ng. ” To compi | e 4{HeakhwayaWeiBeirigmdek feports2Gallu Gal | up
completed telephone interviews witB53,564 respondents aged 18 and oldBased on their responses, individuafgl communitiesreceive

an overall welbeing composite score and a score for each of sixirstiies including life evaluation, emotional health, physical health, healthy

behavior, work environment and basic access. Austin is in the top 10 among metropolitan areasenttiilion or more populationGallup

and Healthways3/13)

Austin is the 3™ fastest growing tech job market.

The Dice.com ranking is based onyeeery e ar per cent change in tech jobs posed on Dice as
compared to 25% for St. Louis and 22% for Charlotte. Phoenix (13%) and Detroit (10%) round out the top 5 fastest grgebngdeodts.

(Dice.com3/1/13)

Austin is the Best City to be a Moviemaker.

Moviemaket isleal moviemaking citis anaffordable, intellectually vibrant community that gives tax incentives faitynor in-state
production, and which offers moviemakers access both to equipment and groundbreaking film scre€aidgtermine whiclof 50cities
made the cut (and in what orderjJoviemakerassemblednyriad statistics for each citgpresentative of 5 criteriaFilm @mmunity, Access to
New Films, Access to Equipment, Cost of Ljand Tax Incentiveéustin made the top of the lisThe film capital of Texashome to SXSW,
Austin Film Festival, and Fantastic Feaustin has been a thriving, moviemakeendly commuiity for years. The city is home to some of

today’'s most exciting auteurs, including Richard Li dewittuzllyallhis t he Dupl
films in the city Austin also offers &8%to 17.9%incentive proga m, i n addi ti on to sales tax exemptions. (
depth of dependable crews for film projects. On most features shot in Texas, ne#styf 8@e jobs are filled locallywhich, as a result, saves

on housing, transportatonrad per di ems. Austin also continues to waive permit fees
reservation or location fees. Withitslala c k at mosphere, creative artistic community, and d

dream (Moviemaker 3/5/13)
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Texas wins Site Selectionmagazine's 2012 Governor's Cup for Most New, Expanded Corporate Facilities.

Texas produced a commanding figace finishinhe faci |l i ties race to claim the Governor’'s Cup
coveted trophy, but it did so with a whopping 761 projects, 270 more than first runpéhio.Site Selectioa war ds t he Governor's C
year to the governorofth st ate with the highest number of qualified capital i nve

proprietary New Plant database is populated with privagetor projects that meet one or more of these criteria: an investment of at [ga

million, creation of 50 or more new jobs or construction of new space of at least 20,000 squar® éeeatlausiness attraction story did not

begin in 2012Site Selectiohn as awar ded several Governor' s CkethebusinescBratebettePer ry in rec
agenda is the main driver of his economic devel opmenandtewsthate ss. That
mirror his intent to make Texas a natural home for business is a combination thegrdakesults.

(Site Selectior3/13)

Austin is No. 3 on Forbe$Best Cities for Good Jobs list.

Forbes ranked metros based on a set of indicators designed to capture the citighevbest combination of low unemployment, high wages,

and high expected job growth. The relatively higher wages in Dallas and Houston are what pushed them to the top dfuh#tisgw

growth the Austin area winsits expected Syear annual growthate of 3.2% is second in the nation. Austin is sucking intbigfhjobs from

more expensive California. The capital of Texas has been expanding at breakneck speed sinc&3B8sv@dd continues to grow, drawing in

hightech jobs from Californiaandénr easi ng empl oyment in government, education and cons
Austin,” said Dallas Federal Re s er v(eorb&e/26AY mi st Pia Orrenius. “They' ' r

Austin is among Top 10 Cities for Women Entrepreneurs.

NerdWall et examined which cities are the best for wo oidusinesset repreneur
in the city per 100 residents); presence of female entrepreneurs (the percentage of businesses in the city that arewnetrstrong

economic fundamentals (median income and unemployment rate); and high educational attainment (the percentage ofsresieie25 years

old with a Bachelor's degr ee)MamoBagited’llargest citiestinete &.S.Austintisskmowrefqr its Atarsigsi N r a n k e
there are almost 11 businesses for every 100 Austin residAotin has a very low unengyiment rate of only 6.2%, which is one reason we

rated it as the number one city for job seekeréith organizations like Austin Women in Technology, businesswomen in Austin will have little

trouble finding a supportive and knowledgeable commur(iyerdWallet 2/25/13)

Austin takes two ‘bests’ in fDi Intelligencés inaugural Projects of the Year awards: Best High Value Project for

Apple’s new corporate campus and Best Expansion for Samsung’s $4B boost to its fab.

Californiabased computer and software maker Apple plans to invest $304M in a new campus in Austin, creating more than 3,600 riesv jobs. T
campus will support the company's growing operations in theeAoas with expanded customer support, sales and accounting functions for

the region. In exchange for Apple's commitment to create these new jobs, the state has offered the company an investg&igvittnf $022

through the Texas Enterprise Fund. SamsungfidiBemiconductor, a subsidiary of South Kevaaed Samsung, will invest $4B to expand the
capacity for cuttingedge logic production at its plant in Austin. The project is scheduled to initiate mass production within the second half of
2013 and will hel capitalize on the surging demand for smartphor{i3i Intelligence 2/11/13)

Austin ranks 9" for annual patents per capita and 11" for total patent activity and among the 358 metropolitan

areas in Brookings profile of patenting and innovation for 2007 to 2011.

Most U.S. patents, 63%, are developed by people living in just 20 metro areas, including Austin. Austin inventors adéiagezhid

patents annually durig 20072011. Among the 100 largest metros Austintida¥ per capita patent activity during the period. The report also

ranks Austin®9f or high tech employment as a share of total emplteggyment in 20
of patents is computer hardware and peripheraBrdokings Institution2/1/13)

Texas is Business Facilitie2012 State of the Year.

Texas, a perenal frontrunner forBusiness Facilitts St at e of the Year designati on, has recl ai med
a tour de force that vaulted the Lone Star Stat e20i26tateditheYeasp of j ust
because it without a doubt has t he rmBoskhdss Fhglitdadnitco re ciom oClyi eoff Jaagyk sSR®g &
job-producing engine in the Lone Star State barely sputtered during the Great Recbssincing back over prRecession levels faster than

anywhere else in the U.S.” States are asked to subatéontandasebondcakdown of
list of the top 5 in terms of capital investment. The projeambers are the starting point for an evaluation that also takes into account the

state’s overall economic devel opment strategy and itenslersstbedopBss i n exe
job-creating projects in Texs yielded nearly 9,000 new jobs, more than twice the nearest competitor, and the Lone Star State reported more

than $13 billion in investment generated by the tomewlhusiness in terms of
devebpment ,” Rogers said. “When you factor in traditiomrlalhigher | ow | abor

education system, you have an unbeatable combinati@usiness Facilitiedan-Feb./13)

Austin is the Best City for Job-Seekers.
With the highest percent growth in population and the lowest unemployment rate, Austin is a clear winner as the bestorhjoiredekers.
The median ineme is moderately high, and the cost of living is ldeb seekers should check out this fgetwing city, particularly for jobs in
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the burgeoning tech industnpell is headquartered there, and companies like Apple and Google have offices there HNivels a large
research center in Austin, and biotechnology is a growing field as well. NerdWallet ranked 26 U.S. cities based ornr$oindhucting
population growth, income, unemployment rate, and the cost of livihgr@wallet.com 1/22/13)

Austin tops Forbeslist of America's Fastest-Growing Cities for the third year in a row.

Thanks to the 51,008tudent University of Texas at Austin, a bevy of Siliéiia startups, and the presence of mega corporations like Whole

Foods and Dell, the Austin is an economic powerhouse. With an estimated annual population growth rate of 3% for 2012, an8920a& of

job growth in 2012, 4.9% unemployment, and an emog that expanded 6.3% last year, Austin takes the top spétoshes annual | i st of
America’s Fastest Growing Cities for the third year heyasseasedtrew. Forbe:
estimated rate of populatiogrowth for 2012 and 2013, the rate of job growth in 2012, and the rate of gross metro product growth, or

economic growth, for 2012. They also factored in unemployment data and median salaries for localexiliegted workers. The result is a

list of thefastest growing metro areas in America in terms of population and economy. Houston, Dallas, Raleigh, and Salt Lake dtity round

the top 5. Forbes 1/23/13)

Williamson County is No. 6 in the U.S. for growth in personal income over the past 25 years.

Total personal income is the amount of money earned by all residents of a given area in a given year, encompassing gverytzEiggs and
salaries to didends and welfare checks. On Numbers ranking is based on the 455 counties and independent cities that have more than $5
billion of personalincomgT he Busi ness JoW22A3 1 ' s On Number s

Two Austin events have made Forbe$2013 list of must-attend conferences for entrepreneurs.

Forbes'’ | -attent confdrenc@s fon ensrepreneurs includes SoBth Sout hwest ' s i -athedaidhackiconferencei® nf er enc e
one of the biggest and best events for entrepreneurs interested in the digital and social media spheres; and RISE WegkeMustiprofit

Relationship & Information Series for Entrepranehosts an annual series designed to empower entrepreneurs through fast pitch

competitions, funding forums and talks from wkitown keynote speakers=¢rbes 1/17/13)

Austin is No. 2 on 2012 Milken Institute Best-Performing Cities Index ranking of U.S. metro areas by how well

they are creating and sustaining jobs and economic growth.

Austin almost a perenniaamong the top performeranovedup to 2" from 4% last year. Austin made the Top 10 in several categaniasbly
ranking3din 5-year job growth since 2006lightech, led by chipnaking and systems design, haepelled the expansion. Wage growth
between 2009 an@010 registered™ in the nation, accelerating thieousing revival and pushing demand for new developméft.e met r o’ s
well-educated workforce has attractembmpanies from outside the region, California in particiéith 12,000 and 6,200 personnel,
respectively, Dell antBM are the largest technology employers. Other &empanies are expanding their presence. Backed $831M
investment through the Texdsnterprise Fund and an $8/6grant from the cityof Austin, Apple will expahits operations in the metraThe
deal,which encompasses a $304illion investmentby Apple, is expected to eventually generate 3,8@0-paying jobsSamsung, General
Motorsand eBay are also makiegr i t i c al i nv e s iiliom axpansion & auge semigpridsctordpkant will increaits total local
commitment to $13 billion since 199&M plans a00-person innovation center that will develop cars of fisure. EBay is also expanding in
Austin, planning to hirabout 1,000 software ggineers over the next 10 yea(®lilken Institutg 1/17/13)

Austin tops U.S. for largest percentage job gain over 5 years.

Just 14 of the nation's 102 major markets have regained all of the proati®r jobs they lost during the recent recessibeading the way are
two Texas markets Houston and Austimustin finished No. 1 with fivgear job growth of 7.5%. Houston was next at 5.5%. Based on the
number of jobs aded Houston was first, gainid®1,600 privatesector jobs, and Austin was sexbwith a raw gain of 45,800 positions. Of the
other 12 markets with more privateector jobs now than before the recession, another 4 are in Texas (Palte®/orth, El Paso, McAllen, and
San AntonioThe Business JoWi5A3yx|l s’ On Number s

The University of Texas at Austin's McCombs School of Business has one of the top 10 entrepreneurship

programs in the world.
McCombgracked intdBloomberg Businessweéels Top School s f or E BloombgugrBasmessweakked NIBAd fiomt at No .
the Chss of 2012 to tell them, via an online survey, about the full range of their business school experience, from gettjatiigta job. This

ranking is based on student responses to the qiringssRointoane aaasdedforg t hem t ¢
eachresponseone point for “poor” t hrandthén awwraged for eacmsthsol. The averdge entreprenaunstip n g ”
score for all 82 U.S. and international schools in the ranking was 4.49. The top sthéokin ent r epr eneur shi p ranking, St

Graduate School of Business, garnered 5. BbambhetgBsinessweek/14M3) Combs School

Austin has the 4th lowest crime rate among cities with 500,000 or more population.

Of the 33 U.S. cities with 500,000 or more population, the lowest crime rates are in El Pad@ddaNew York, Austinral San Jos€QP r e s s’
methodologyinvolvescreatinga scorefor each cityusing he FBIl ' s c¢cri me rate data for -eftassf the 7 FBI
omitted). A score is calculated for eachy that is a summary of the percent differerxef the reported crime rate from the national rate &f

crime types. The use of percent difference for each crime separately eliminates weighting more frequent crimes mord®@alilgss

1/3/13)
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Austin is one of the Top 5 Housing Markets of 2012.

Which Housing Markets Will End 2012 on the Best Note? Austin is a hub for giant companies like Dell, Facebook, Appige afid, oa can
count on lots of Austinites havingsteady paycheck for quite some tim@lith rent pricesare moving upmore people are looking at buying as
a more costeffective alternative. Right now, Austin homes are spending half as long on the market as they were iR@altyPi) 12/21/12)

Texas ranks No. 3 on Business Policy Index ranking on policy measures and costs impacting small business and

entrepreneurship.
The Index (formerlyltHedeXhagl,l nBwsiimeddgs sSur7wtihvyear, ranks the 50

st

including a wide array of tax, regulatory and government spending measures. The most entregiraneue ndl y st ates wunder t he

Pol i cy | nedlg Soutl2 Dakofa,'2) Nevada, 3) Texas, 4) Wyoming, 5) Florida. In contrast, the states with the least favorable policy
environments include: 46) Maine, 47) New York, 48) Vermont, 49) New Jersey, and 50) California. According to the Gosntil, Tkitegs p 0

are no income, capital gains, dividends and interest, and death taxes; fairly low unemployment taxes; low gas and dieseltixe w wor ker s’

compensation costs; and being a right to work staméll Business & Entrepreneurship Coyid@l13/12)

Texas ranks 7t" on Forbe€2012 Top States for Business list.

F o r bamlkeng is based o085 variables representg 6vital factors for businesses: costs, labor supply, regulatory environment, current

economic climate, growth prospects and quality of life. Business aostweighted the most heavilffiexas is the only state that ranks in the

top three on economic thate (No. 1) and growth prospects (No. 3). The Texas economy is expected to expand 4.3% annually over the next five
years. Forbes 12/12/12)

Austin is one of only 5 metros in all of North America to rank in the top 70 of the 300 fastest-growing

metropolitan economies worldwide.

Austin ranks No. 61 after experiencing a major recession and partial economic recovery, according to the report by th@ifdetRugicy

Program at the D.hasedBrookings Institution. From 2011 to 2012, employment in the Austin metro area increased by 3.1% as real GDP per
capita rose by 0.9%. Other variables factored in included populatitime Austin area registered nearly 1.8 million peopt@nd nominal GDP.
Houston is the highest ranked U.S. city on the list at No. 40, followed by San Jose, Calif. with No. 46; Salt LakeZ&fyaatiNlouisville, Ky.

next at No. 57. Threquarters of the fastesgrowing metropolitan economies in 2012 were located in depiglg Asia, Latin America, and the
Middle East and AfricaBfookings Institution11/30/12)

Austin ranks 1° on TripAdvisor’s Top US Travelers’ destinations on the rise

TripAdvisor t he worl d’' s | argest tUSSTvalesiers, ChmicRben Bastal201d4 sa wvteH e rtsd p
Choiceawards The awards recognizbe destinations that have seen the greatest increase in positareeter feedback and traveler interest,
yearoveryear. Austin placed first ahead of Memphis; Colorado Springs; Portland, ME; and DRowading otithe top ten were Portland,

OR,; Fort Myers, FRhoenix Dallasand Gatlinburg, TNTripAdvisor11/13/12)

Texas is No. 3 in Top U.S. Business Climate ranking.

The publication's ranking is based 50% on a survey of corporate site seleetdte namedTexas their No. 1 choice, followed by North
Carolina—and 50% on 5 criteria, 3 that require states to demonstrate a strong record of attracting capital investment. The othéetiso ¢
are the Tax Foundation and KPMG's analysis of state tax burdematare firms and on new firms. Texas won the top spot last year, but this
year No. 1 is North Carolina, followed by Oh&ite Selectionl1/12)

Austin ranks 12" in Travel+Leisura annual America’s Best Cities ranking.

Accor di ng tRerhapbdwetergateintriguedsby the' Texas capital because the residents seem to have achieved near perfection.
They're smart, quirky, andtosueeyessultsalespitpdlso rarkibg Ng. 3 fol their satieden, brisketcased r d i n
barbecue. And that’'s not al | .5aluakesiagrea latsght smack afterfsampliohg theaoliidking logaho n g  t
music scene at, say, the o Continental Club or the Broken Spdkeeaders ranked 35 cities based 66 measures in 8 different categories.

Austin did best, ranking No, i the people category (Top 10 in 7 of 12 measures witlo239 rankings for athletic/active, offbeat, aned¢h-

savvy). Austin was also Top 10 in food/drink/restaurants, nightlife (includingtsp@& for music scene and singles scene), qumlity of

life/visitor experience(Trave+Leisure11/12)

San Marcos, TX is one of the 10 least expensive places to live.

Among the 304 urban areas that participated in the third quarter 2012 Cost of Living Index, thaftest for a professional/managerial
standard of living ranged frommore than twice the national average in New York (Manhattan) to just over 20% below the national average in
Harlingen, TXSan Marcos registered a cost of living that is 86.3% of the national average in the third quarter. The Cost of Livirepkutes m
regional differences in the cost of consumer goods and services, excluding taxes eswhsomer expenditures, for professional and
managerial households in the top income quintile. It is based on more than 90,000 prices covering 60 different iterichfprieds are

collected in each participating urban are@o{ncil for Community & Economic Reseafidi26/12)

Page |23
www.austinchamber.com/sitselection/businesglimate/austinin-the-news.php
Austin Chamber of Commerées35 East 8 Streetd Austin, Texas 78701 Ph. 512.478.9388 austinchamber.com

he


http://www.austinchamber.com/site-selection/business-climate/austin-in-the-news.php
http://www.realtypin.com/news/story/984-top-housing-markets-from-2012
http://www.sbecouncil.org/2012/12/13/sbe-council-ranks-the-states-for-policy-friendliness-in-u-s-business-policy-index-2012/
http://www.forbes.com/best-states-for-business/
http://www.brookings.edu/research/reports/2012/11/30-global-metro-monitor
http://www.multivu.com/mnr/57938-tripadvisor-names-travelers-choice-destinations-on-the-rise
http://www.siteselection.com/issues/2012/nov/top-business-climates.cfm
http://www.travelandleisure.com/articles/americas-best-cities
http://www.coli.org/ReleaseHighlights.asp

AUSTIN IN THE NEWS \ Austin
2010-2014 Chamber

Austin is one of the top 10 best performing metros in the U.S. Metro Clean Tech Index.

Cl ean Ed g dJ)SsMetronCteandrech ladmovides an analysis of how the Blgest U.S. metro regions compare across the cteah

spectrum. According to Clean Edge’'s assessment and rcadhking of al most
transportation, clean electricity and carbon management, and cteah investment, innovation and workforce, the top 10 metro regions in

the nation this year are San Jose, San Francisco, Portland, Sacramento, Seattle, Denver, Los Angeles, Washington Br@d. ABeston

(CleanEdgel0/23/12)

Austin is one of the top 5 markets to watch across the country by the Urban Land Institute’s Emerging Trends in

Real Estateforecast.

Austin comes in at No. 4 behind major megalopolises such as San Francisco, NewtYgrkGand San Jose. Houston | ogged
Austin looks set to continue to impress individuals and attract institutionalv e st or s, ” [Expassion @& pommercialgealadtagesn.

Austin looks likely with a population increase B8%. anticipated next year. The Capital City ranks No. dréovth (5.3%) of gross metro

productper capita, which measures productivity and is a driver of real estate. Austin ranks fifth for migwadidourth for job growth

Completionsin2013 areexpe ed t o represent 2.8% of Austin’s total re@ianest ate st
Land Institute 10/17/12)

Texas is No. 1 in annual Top States for Doing Business survey.

Area Development leading publication covering site selection and facility planning, announced the results of its 2012 Top States for Doing

Business survey of leading location consultants. According to the residtmyt state for doing business T®&xasArea Developmerdsked a

select group of highly respected location consultants who work with a nationwide client base to name their top stateinhblcsige selection

categories reflectindpusiness environmentabor climateg infrastructure/global accesandeconomy.The editors report that Texas significantly

Il ed all other states as t he (AreaDsveldpmenfiall 2012) #1 choi ce for doing busine:c

Austin is one of the 20 Best Cities for Working Mothers.

To determine the rankingsorbeshegan with the largest 50 metropolitan areas by population. Consideimngw t hat “best” means w
mothers, the editors crunched metrics representing job opportunities and earnings potential, safety, healthcare, educidicerecand other

living costs, and length of workweek and commute timEsrijes 10/10/12)

Austin is the most “connected city” in America according to a study that ties cities’ smart grid use to economic

drivers.

Anew study by JonesLahgpa Sal |l e ties a city’'s smart grid use to economic drivers
power delivery system that uses advanced information technology to improve the effectiveness and sustainability of edexgioprand

distribution. The study concluded that there is a correlation between municipal investment and the application of snmadtgridogies and

three indicators of economic vitality. Speci fs,lovwetjdblgss ratestandthighemd t hat °
office occupancy rates. Austin ranked No. 1 in the study with a 5.8% GDP growth rate, a 5.9% unemployment rate and 42 8%#caftay

rate. Boulder came in second, followed by Fort Collins, Maui and Sacramioies (Lang LaSall#/8/12)

Austin ranks 5" for the number of technology startups per capita.

American Express Open Forum identified the top 10 cities for tech startups per capita with data from SizeUp, using liigyetichidentify
companies less than 5 years old in the fields of computers, software, medical devices and electabnieseHocated in the top 100 cities by
population. None of the top tech startup hotbeds lie east of the Mississippi River. Silicon Valley boasts the 3, Soifthaia Gad another
and the rest scatter across Texas, Arizona, Nevada and Washingtdrigfist number of tech startups per capita is 21.3 in Freemont, Calf.
San Jose is second with 10.1, followed by Irving (6.5) Chandler (5.1), and AustiArZeBLan ExpresSpen Forum10/3/12)

Texas is the Best State for Entrepreneurship in the South and 8" best nationally.

Texas is the best southern state for entrepreneurshStge, according to
Entrepreneurshipndex ranks Texas No. 8, up 3 spots from last year. Massachusetts ranks No. 1, followed by North Dakota, California, New York
and Minnesota. The index analyzes 5 key components: antssittate’ s percer

businessformation rate, its number of patents per thousand residents and its income per nonfarm proprietor in each state. Texaseperfo
well in the areas of business formation and income per nonfarm proprietor. The index uses 2011 data from dlveoBuedbor Statistics, the
Internal Revenue Service, the Patent and Trademark Office and Census Bureaers(ty of Nebraskaincoln Bureau of Business Research
10/2/12)

Austin earns the No. 8 spot on Bloomberg BusinessWeek’s “America’s 50 Best Cities” list.

The ranking evaluated 100 of the country’'s | ar gestseums,sporssteams|l ooki ng f
and park acreage, aswellaseduci onal facilities, economic factors, crime and air qu
team, Round Roekased Dell, South By Southwest and the Austin City Limits music festival among higBligbtsbergBusinesswegk

9/28/12)
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The University of Texas at Austin has the No. 5 graduate entrepreneurship program in the nation.

The Herb Kelleher Center for Entrepreneurship inMeCombs School of Business at the University of Texas at Austin corftes thé
Princet on Reraduagentreprenaunshipupgogram rankings. TRenceton Reviemames the schools with thigest

entrepreneurship programs in the natidrased orits review of data for more than 2,000 schools. The wide range of data the education

services company used to evaluate the programs and tally the rankings included: the schools' levels of commitment tomeunteéypenside

and outside the classroom, ttpercentage of their faculty, students, and alumni actively and successfully involved in entrepreneurial endeavors
and the number and reach of their mentorship programs. The Company also considered their funding for scholarships &od grants
entrepreneuial studies and projects, and their support for schspbnsored business plan competitioriEhé Princeton Reviev@/24/12)

East Austin ranked as one of the Top 10 America's Best Hipster Neighborhoods.

Rankings are based on walkability, coffee shops per capita, foods trucks, locally owned bars and eateries, those eyjtbarist the
number and frequency of farmers markets. East Austin took the No. 7 Bpdtesmagame used Nextdoor.com and Walkscore.com to
compare 250 U.S. neighborhoods. Silver Lake, Los Angeles took the top spot, followed by Mission District, San FraanistoryVill
Brooklyn; Wicker Park, Chicago; and Pearl District, Portland. East Austinseased South Congress and Travis Heights as Austin's newest
hipster home base, according to Nextdoor.com. It not only touts some of the most highly rated Mexican eateries in thebcaitiy coffee
shops, a farmers market, and food trucks like thetEside King parked outside of bars and music venues every (fighies 9/20/12)

Austin is the 2" highest-rated market in the inaugural edition of the On Numbers Economic Index, which

measures the economic health of 102 major metropolitan areas.

The formula for the index has 18 lotgym (5-year) and shorterm (1-year) performance components combined into a single score. The

variables includedre privatesector employment, unemployment rates, weekly earnings per prigatgor worker, constructioisector

employment, retadlsector employment, and house values. Austin is setting the pace for pseater job growth, boosting local employment

by 7.1% since 2007. Austin’s overall score is 86, widaheintahN®.1shor t
with an overall scoreof 9T he Busi ness Jog®10M1 ' s On Numbers

Texas has won the inaugural fDi Governor's Award for 2012 for success in attracting new investments to the

state.

The award was decided by a compilation of gresldfinvestment data as well as a survey that asked state governors about their strategies for
attracting businesses with the answers judged by fDi Magazine's editorial team. Texas biigindgsapproach was judged to have helped

the state create morettan 550,000 new jobs between July 2009 and July A@0PIntelligence 8-9/12)

Texas has the Best Business Climate in Business Facilitiesnnual ranking.
Aperennial frontrunner fotthis annual Best Business Climate designation, Texas has been ranked first or secorBusirtieiss Facilitienost
important business benchmark for each of the pagears Texas has doubl e-liendlydradtion.d'lme Loné Star Btateshasn e s s

ter

been able to match and then exceedfRee c e s si on empl oyment | evels faster than any state i

Chief, Jack Rogers.surging population in Texas has yielded a-effective workface that is being deployed in an increasingly diversified
industrial baseTheBest Business Climate ranking evaluates an amalgamation of key rankings results (including education climate, workforce
training/availability, cost of labor, infrastructure, lity costs, credit rating and business tax climaEjra creditgoesto states that have

enacted and executed busineBgendly policies, including new incentives, an improved business tax climate, and expanded workforce training
initiatives. We also fdor in the recent success of economic development efforts geared to bring in new industry segments and faelkiéies.

also ranked No. 1 for Best Transportation Infrastructure, No. 3 for Most Business Start Ups, No. 5 for Job Growth Oxedib@aréity, No. 6

for Economic Growth Potential, No. 9 for Best Tax Climate, and No. 9 for Workforce T(8usigess Facilitieg-8/12)

Austin is among Top 10 U.S. Cities for Technology Start-ups.

USA TODASsked the National Venture Capital Association to rank the top 10 cities forustsyrbased on dollars invested in young tech

companies in 2011. Austin is attracting some of the hottest names in tech, includiftggri@abased Apple, which is expanding its operations
here, thanks in part to the available talent and ouwhlvestFestivall y | ow
Dell, photo software firm Photodex, and travel sites BetBreakfast.com and VacationRentals.com. "Kila$s ideas are being produced

there," says Douglas Cole of Flagship Ventures, who says the lower costs of living in the Texas capital city attragingezatgetalent. SA

Today 8/24/12)

Pflugerville makes Money's list of America’s Best Small Cities.

Pflugerville is ranked oMloneymagazine's annual list of best small citie\imerica. The rankings take into account job opportunities, schools,
crime rates, health care and recreation. It considers cities ranging from 50,000 to 300,000 residents. The list rankié°Nage3 out ofhe

top 100. Pflugerville perks includéfardable housing and relaxing at the 2:&80re manmade Lake Pflugerville, not to mention that the city will
soon break ground on one of the largest solar farms in the U.S., the magazin®eaidy, 8/20/12)

Williamson County is No. 3 in Top 25 Counties for Job Growth ranking.

Central Texas' Williamson County hits the bull's eye when it comes to offering incentives for big business. Corporatiestaxtiew

property taxeshave attracted the likes of teflight companies such as Dell, which employs 13,000 at its headquarters in Round Rock. The rapid
development of nearby Austin has spurred the growth etabled "super suburbs" like Williamson County's Round Rock and Badawhere
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affordable housing, cultural offerings and numerous parks and trails win points with young families. In a tough econoountile
incentives are looking particularly enticing to companies. Health care equipment maker Thermo FisheicSaahtif December it's planning
to move some of its production from Wisconsin, bringing 150 new jobs.

(CNNMoney8/20/12)

Austin makes Top 50 Cities for Global Trade list and also receives ‘Most Likely to Succeed’ designation from the

editors of Global Trademagazine.

The overall ranking lists the 50 largest metropolitan areas by export volume as compiled by the International Trade Afimningtrsoffers a
set of superlative subjective/objective rankings selected by the editors at Global Trade based on a host of additiorzs miaderéports.
Austin is the pick for Most Likely to Succeed because of itddrwtructure, key incentives and recdofior growth. Texas has no corporate

income tax or individual income tax, and businesses receive tax breaks both for hiring and providing healthcare. Rexdgnitidru s t i n’ s
economic vitality such as rankings from The Milken Institutefeortbesvere alson ot ed. Austin’s tech boom competes
and the area offers a |ower cost of Iliving. The semianeofattracts bri

America’s | ar gestGldbal Frade7/30/12)st i val s, SXSW. (

Micro-businesses see strongest growth in Austin.

Austin enjoyed the strongest growth among the top 100 metropolitan areas, expanding its number cbmsgresses bg.6% between 2009

and 2010. Durham, N.C. (2.0%) was the ruamerOn Numbers defines a miebmisiness as any privatector establishment with fewer than

10 employees. Micrbusinesses, which number 5.1 million, are a subset of the 6.79 million smakkbsiss, all of which have less than 100
workers. The ranks of micfausinesses dwindled by 0.2% from 2009 to 2010, the latest span tracked by the U.S. Census Bureau. That was
substantially better than the 1.6% decline between 2008 and 2009. Among Améfifatsggest metropolitan areas 39 added microbusinesses
in2010(The Business Jo@25A31 ' s On Numbers

Austin will be the fastest growing major U.S. metro economy in 2012.

In 2012, real U.S. GDP is anticipated to grow at 2.0%, and the average of all 363 metros will be just below 1.8%. &ifiill melieve real
GMP growth rates of 3.0% or more, led by Austin (3&%9ng the largest metros. The report also makes g€ job growth projection and

a 30year population projection for each metro and Austin is No. 1 among large metros formiik growing 29.3% between 2010 and 2020,
and population growing 91.0% betwe®012 and 2043U.S. Conference of Mayorg/19/12)

Austin is No. 2 on list of Top 10 Cities Where People are Moving To.

You know a city’'s doing wel |l wh eDell Corhpater in beddquarteced hete,sandiApple arma@uncédrthisx t Si | i ¢
spring that it’s bringing a $304 million operati oousdon&hotelé¢hat t o t he ar
will occupy an entire block, and having the nou r y -largedt univershy in town (the 51,080t udent Uni versity of Texas)
area added about 9,200 new jobs from June 2010 to June 2Bikta( Times7/12/12)

Texas is America’s Top State for Business 2012.

Each year, CNBC measures the states by their own standard: the selling points they use to attract business. They sepaitithehanto the

ten categorieswhich are then weighted in the study based on how frequently the states use them as selling points. The study ranks all 50
states using more than 50 metrics in 10 broad categories of competitiveness. In addition to the top spot overall, Téveapdthsrt ' s b e st
Infrastructure. It improved to™® place for technology and innovation, and boasts tffd@vest cost of living. The state's workforce improved

to 7" best from 14 last year. Access to Capital declined a bit, but Texas still finished ingi®t¢&erhaps most impressive, the Texas

economy recovered from a rare stumble last year, when it finished 14th in the category, improving to fifth this yearaSexaathered the
recession with its sterling, tripl& bond rating and stable outlook inth Texas has never finished below second place in the annual study since
it was inaugurated in 200{CNBC7/10/12)

Austin is one of the top 10 Cities Where a Paycheck Stretches the Furthest.

This analysiboked at the average annusdlaries n t he nation’'s 51 | argest metropolitan statist
living (consumer prices and services, utilities and transportation costs and, housing.fvloss of the rest of the tof0, which includes Austin
at 8", are relatively buoyant economies with relatively low costs of living.st i n' s $50, 422 average salary is eql

ar ea’ s c deustonpwith alrélativelynhigh average annual salary ($%,8@ 8" highest in the nation), combined with low living

costs, came out on top. No. 2, San Jose, combines high living costs with salaries high enough (averaging $92,558jirtg offset, lgiving it

an effective annual salary of $61,581. Othercpklike New York, San Francisco and Boston have average annual salaries under $70,000, but
with living costs similar to San Jose, adjusted annual salaries fall into only the middle $40,000s and register muctiHewanking.(New
Geography7/9/12)

The City of Austin is in the national top 10 Green Power Users.

The EPA’'s Green Power Partner shi p edea gogernfeants,andcoeges Gnd universiigsaAustire s , l ocal
took the No. 2 spot among | ocal governments. The cit yuppyd®%ofri bes t o
the electricity used annually for its buildings and faeiit U.S. Environmental Protection Ageney5/12)
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The University of Texas at Austin is No. 30 in ranking of the world’s top 100 universities.

The ranking combines seven facterseducatbnal quality, faculty quality, alumni employment, patents, publishing, faculty research citations,
and influence. The factor that most moved the university into the top ranks was quality of faculty, an index that denetemytited number

of faculty memlers of an institution who have won prestigious honors such as the Nobel Prize, the Wolf Prize, the Turing Award, and the
Schock Prize, all of which have been won by current faculty members. According to the CWUR, the university is the 82hd beStind

the 8th best public universityCenter for World University Rankingg1/12)

Austin has overtaken San Francisco to become the 13" largest U.S. city; and, among large cities, the fastest

growing from 2010 to 2011 included both Round Rock at 2" and Austin at 3.

Texas ha® of the 15 most rapidly growing large cities between Census Day (April 1, 2010) and July 1, 2011, axeneretighates from the
U.S. Census Buredbne ofthe Central Texasities that made the list of fasteggrowing cities—Round Rock—broke the 100,000 mark since
the 2010and Austin cracked the 800,00fark Round Rock grew by 4.8%, second fastest, and Austin grew by 3.8%, third fastiesig at the
highest numerical grovit, Texas waalsowell-represented, withb cities among the top 15, including Austin, which ranked fo(atiding
30,22)). The 15 most populous cities remained unchanged since the 2010 Chogeser, Austimoved up from 1# to 13" in total
population(820,611), supplanting San FrancigtbS. Census Bureah/28/12)

Austin is the No. 9 best city in the country for business and careers on Forbe$ annual list.

Fabesgauged the 200 largest U.S. cities on job metrics, income growth, costs, quality of life and more. Forbes noted Ausiynéchramy,
which is projected to expand 6.2% annually during the next 3 years, the fastest in the U.S The region alsasiastanflux of young talent
thanks to more than 70 colleges and 360,000 enrolled students within ar@@Cdadius. Forbes 6/27/12)

Austin and two other Texas metros post the nation’s best records for long-term job growth by achieving private-

sector employment gains in 84 of the past 100 months.

According to an On Numbers analysis of U.S. Bureau of Labor Statisticsodetiaer major market has beeable to match the consistent

success ofustin, McAllen and San Antonion Numbers studied the private sector's performance in 100 markets, breaking down the annual

growth rates posted for each month between January 2004 and April 2012. The aim weasorenthe consistency of economic growth over a

lengthy period, identifying those markets that were able to expand steadily, even as the recession pulled most of the@thmimggative

side of the employment ledge®n Numbers also counted the numtedrtimes each market surpassed a pair of thresholds: annual growth rates

greater than %6and 24 Austin and McAllen both posted gains of more th&hit 80 of 100 months, leading that categoAustin andVicAllen

also lead for the number of months withdreases of more than 2% (74 for McAllen and 71 for Auglinfh.e Busi ness Jogurnal s’ On
6/27/12)

Austin makes Greenest Cities list.

Austin is in a stway tie with Dallas, Fort Worth, Nashville, Tucson and Washington, D.C. for the No. 17 spot on a list that ranks the top 30

"greenest cities" in the U.S. based on supportive policies for sustainability. The top three citilesid?&an Francisco and Seattle score 35 out

of 38 points. Austin scored 29 out of 38. The artimnwhehhasbtehest practi
the most successful program of its kind in the U.S. forOQyearsrung, as wel |l as Austin Energy’s ambitious
megawatt solar power plant which is largest active solar project of any public power utility in th€bkSorate Knights6/15/12)

Austin is the 5" strongest economy among 366 metropolitan areas in annual ranking.

POLI COM addresses the condition of an economy from t hodvemndewpoi nt of
work in an area. The highest ranked areas have had rapid, consistent growth in both size and quality for an extendeftipeeiotihe lowest

ranked areas have been in volatile decline for an extended period of time. The study measures 23 differemi@actors over a twenty

year period to create the ranking®OLYCOM/1/12)

Texas is 3rd on Top 10 Future Boom States list.

Which states are best positioned to grow, create jobs, and prospéeicaming 5 to 10 yeargdong with measuring overall economic

performance, a new report from the U.S. Chamber of Commerce also examines specific policy domains wherein states caly praictiv

meaningfully impact and stimulate new economic opportunitiegate jobs, and thereby advance improvements in the quality of life and

prosperity for their residents. Measures ranked address growth, productivity, and livability; exports and Internationaéttaeiereneurship

and innovationtaxes and regulatiortalent pipeline; and infrastructurelhe key to the future in Texas lies in its dynamic economy coupled

with an affordable environment. The state ranks in the top five in all three job creation measures, sixth in business engétiinth in

immigraton. Texas is the nation’'s top exporter by vol ume ¢dhethim share of t
lowest cost of living(U.S. Chamber of Commeré&mterprising States: Policies that Produiine 2012)

Austin is No. 2 on Area Developmeris “Leading Locations for 2012” ranking of the top 50 MSAs for economic

and job growth (and No. 11 among all 365 MSAs).

Area Developmerainked365 Metropolitan Statistical AreddISA$ across 23 economic and workforce growth indicat&&n amid the

recessionary gloom, there were blooms of prosperity, and there are some places that have gotten back on their feet fastaettaviore

than 9 nillion jobs vanished during the course of the downturn, and of the l63\s more than threequarters still have fewer people working

now than they did five years agthe top performers overalhcludel ocati ons cl oser t o t boastsindudingppn’ s mi dsect

Page |27
www.austinchamber.com/sitselection/businesglimate/austinin-the-news.php
Austin Chamber of Commerées35 East 8 Streetd Austin, Texas 78701 Ph. 512.478.9388 austinchamber.com


http://www.austinchamber.com/site-selection/business-climate/austin-in-the-news.php
http://www.cwur.org/index.html
http://www.census.gov/newsroom/releases/archives/population/cb12-117.html
http://www.forbes.com/sites/kurtbadenhausen/2012/06/27/the-best-places-for-business/
http://www.bizjournals.com/bizjournals/on-numbers/scott-thomas/2012/06/texas-metros-post-best-records.html
http://www.corporateknights.com/report/2012-greenest-cities-america-0
http://www.policom.com/metrorank.htm
http://www.uschamber.com/reports/enterprising-states-policies-that-produce

AUSTIN IN THE NEWS \ Austin
2010-2014 Chamber

Indiana, Texas, North Dakota, Wyoming, Missouri, Pennsylvania, Oklahopiacations arealso, like Austinhome to universities providing a
young, prime work force and technologransfer skills.Area DevelopmentSummer 2012)

Texas is one of 4 states recognized for innovative policies attracting new employers and catalyzing new

investments by existing local businesses, driving significant job growth.

Area Developmehts  a rGoldi&aSilver‘Shovel Awardgcognizingexcellence in U.State economicdevelopment andob creation.
Texasalong withTennessee, South Carolina, and Utateived the highest recognitidor innovativeand effective economic development
policies andstrengthening their reputations as good places to do busiriEssas has been honored every year Area Development has
presented this award, winning Silver Shovel awards in 2006, 2007, 20@9,&2@12011 and a Gold Shovel in 2008. Texas continues on this
winning track with some of the best job numbers in the nation: the state added 237,100 jobs from March 2011 to March 20b2aén
growth rate of 2.36compared with 1.%6for the United StatesT e x a s’

job growth i s obramlintbeased he boomi ng en

manufacturing, however, Austin’s success attracting estreent 1, 000 new ¢

projects initiated in the state in 2011A ea DevelopmentSummer 2012)

Austin is in the top 5 U.S. metros for net migration.

The Census Bureau’ s ann maprbdugeoamnet mgrationestimaes {(nunther bf pedplepmowng in minus number
moving out) for all U.S. metros (366). The Miami metropolitan area is America's most powerful magnet for migrantst tieet &niigration
surplus of 71,406 between July 11D, and July 1, 2011. The next largest are D&ltes\Worth, Washington, Houston, and Austin. In Austin
36,803 of the net change in population is due to net migration. On Numbers used the Census Bureau's estimates to géyenajeatian
averages foall metros. On that basis, Austin added 101 persons per day through migration during th2@0i6tudy period, indicating that
101 more people moved to the area than leftitonany givendah @ Busi ness Jaob/3lM31 " s On Numbers

Austin named one of the Best Destinations for Business Travel.

Entreprenur s pi cks forbudiendbesttcaveleshdwe it all —entrepreneurial culture

factor. The best destinations for business travel offer ease of doing business. They are also places with an entreprémtsatiaivhere
innovation isin the air. Then there's the "fun” factor, cities that tempt you to stay the weekend. As Mark Ehrnstein, a VP abasediiwhole
Foods says about his city: "None of our team members need to be talked into making a trip here." It starts at thdratpad:of Starbucks
and Cinnabon, you'll find vendors on the concourse are based in Austin, a reflection of a community that takes priugeinuity.i For years,
Austin was known for its state government and the University of Texas. These dayspfalei SXSW conferences (music, film and
interactive); homegrown companies such as Dell and Whole Foods; and Formula 1 Grand Prix. On top of it all is Amevitaanirngt
music scene, with hundreds of venues, even at the airport. The resuitusiaess destination like no other. Over the pasiecades, Austin's
population has tripled, yet, unlike many Sun Belt cities, which have become increasingly homogeneous, it has retaigeldittesin
(Entrepreneur5/24/12)

Austin is No. 2 on list of Best Cities to Find a Job in 2012.
The list factors in the local unemployment rate, job opportunities based on volume of job openings over the past sixandrdrgeneral
assessment of theverall economic environment in each market. A diverse economy with plenty of opportunities helped Austin earn one of the

top spots on the list. Austin’s unemployment rate ethlookfordvtk. i s al so we

(Adeccq 5/10/12)

Texas is No. 1 for private sector job growth over past decade.

The latest figures from the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics indicate that Texas added 1.15 millioseeteatebs during the past 10 years,
putting it far ahead of the paclStates with sifigure increases were New York (up 340,800 prigatetor jobs), Washington (up 180,700),
Arizona (up 161,900), Virginia (up 137,200), Florida (up 132,100) and Utah (up 127,400). The nation's weakest privatelebigan's,
which sifered a net loss of 433,600 jobs between 2002 and 2012. Neighboring Ohio was next wiea tecline of 284,400 privatector
positions. The Business Journals On Numb&rg/12)

Texas is the Best State for Business.

InChief Executives ei ght h annual survey of CEO opinion of Best and , Worst
the eighth successive time it has done so. CEOs were asked to grade states in which they do business among a variety loflargaaxinc

and regulation, quality of workforce and living environment. The Lone Star State was given high marks foremostdioeisfbendly tax and

regul atory environment. But its workforce quality, thesBareauwnfdabanl y t
Statistics, new Texas jobs have made up 47% of the national net job creation. Thlesestin wins were cited in the article: eBay/Pay Pal,

hiring more than 1,000 and expanding support facilities in Austin due to access to tech talent and $2.8 million fromsiienfezpase Fund,;

Facebook opening its first U.S. operation outside of@ala due to access to creative and technical talent; and Grifols USA, Califaseid

subsidiary of Spanish parent, opening a blood plasma testing facility San Marcos due to workforce skills sets and l@Clgeagaecutive

5/2/12)

Annual Forbesranking names Austin the Best City for Jobs.
Among the 65 largest metros Austin is the number one metropolitan area based on recettérmijcand long term growth trends and the
region’s moment uriinthdaveral ramkinga(898 metrosi Auktis has logged strong growth in manufacturing, technology
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related employment and business services. Rounding out the large metros top 5 were Houston, Salt Lake Citythf-artdA\&Ban Jose. The big
drivers of growth this year appear to be energy, technology and, manufacturing. Much of the tech growth in the countrtihasd®o flow
to more affordable regions and at the head of the pack is Austin, where Apple recentlyresed a large expansioffrorbes 5/1/2012)

Austin tops Forbeslist of America's Fastest-Growing Cities for the second year in a row.

Austin ranks firstoforbes | i st o f AGmowingiCdies fosthe Bexand year in a row. The Austin metropolitan-afiealuding the

northern suburb of Round Rock, home to Dell Computéas expected to have an economic growth rate of 6% a year through 2016, axgordi

to Moody’'s Analytics, more than doubl e t he n a-{grovingcites withDalleBootl e. As us
Worth, Houston and San Antonio all in the top 10. Seven of the top 10 cities are in the South, supperiiteg tthat low taxes and

inexpensive real estate are still drawing jobs and economic activity from other parts of the country. To constructRbebkstanked the 100

largest metropolitan statistical areas according to projections of economic and popt i on growt h from Moody’'s. They
income, unemployment rates and employment growth, to discriminate between cities like Austin, which are getting largeboamdling

economies like Las Vegas. This filtering also knocked owgasing cities where a high rank on economic growth was countered by a bottom

quartile performance on median household inconfeorbes 4/18/12)

Austin is best U.S. city for small businesses.

The U.S. market that provides the best opportunities for small businesses to grow and prosper is Austin, which alstrihished

Numbers' rankings for 2011 and 2010. On Numbers has fashiongéw fbrmula b analyze smalbusiness climates across the country and
defines a small business as any priveg¢etor employer with fewer than 100 workers. The formula's components incly@gabpopulation

growth, 5 and Lyear privatesector employment growth, concerattion of small businesses per 1,000 residentgear change in that
concentration, and 4year growth in the number of small business@sh e Busi ness Jao&/1t3i31 s’ On Number s

The City of Austin is the 9*" largest green power purchaser overall among organizations ranked by the U.S. EPA’s

Green Power Partnership.

The Green Power Partnership works with a wide variety afitgporganizations—from Fortune 500 companies to local, state and federal

governments, and a growing number of colleges and universities. The quarterly ranking is based on annualized Partnemsontresct
(kilowatt-hours. The top 50 overall alsoindle s Austin’s Whole Foods Market and Dell. On the |
the City of Houston and is followed by the City of Dallas at No. 3. The Austin Independent School District also appetop 26 thcal

governments list adhis 29 on the K12 schools lis{U.S. Environmental Protection Agendy5/12)

Austin is No. 2 on list of Top 10 Real Estate Markets for Investors.

Though Austin’ s I|aofanasthose In mang othérimarketstits dotaritial for price growth is one of the best in the nation.
High employment (6.3% unemployment rate in December 2011) is driving demand for housing. Homes are selling at overttveo times
national rate and itsnedian list price is $229,500, about 12% higher than a year ago. Median age of inventory in Austin is down almost 19%
from last year. lational Assdation of Realtors3/29/12)

Austin is the 2" fastest growing urban area based on both population growth and land area change over the last

decade among large U.S. urbanized areas.

Urban areas, the densely developed residential, commercial and otheesidential areas of the U.S., increased population by 12.1% between

2000 and 2010. The urbanized part of the Austin MSA grew by 51.1%. Charlotte grew fastest, by 64.6%, among urbanizbdlargbisrnvor

more population.The Charlotte and Austin arealso had the highest rates of land area change, increasing by 70.5% and 64.4%, respectively.

The 2010 population of Austin’s urbanized area was 1fioBB685 416 in 523
persons per square mile Charlotteto6 , 999 i n Los Angel e$05peksors per sglare migkSbhGensusBurean h a s

3/26/12)

Austin ranks 6" on U-Haul’s annual Top 50 U.S. Destination Cities.

According to moving data reflective of nationwide statistics for calendar year 2011, Houston took the No. 1 spot, fod tyeathin a rowThe
rest of the top 10 are Orlando, Las Vegas, Chicago, San Antonio, Austin, Sdanéanento, Kansas City, and Denver. The ranking reflects the
destinations of movers traveling more than 50 miles and considers every city in the country, regardless of size. The@2@ldsrepmpiled

from more than 1.6 million UHaul truck transactionsccurring during the yearl{Haul 3/23/12)

Texas ranks 5% for the rate of growth of Women-Owned Businesses.

Nationally, the number of womenwned fims increased by 54% over the past 15 years. The states with the fastest growtmunmberof
womenowned firms during that period are: Georgia (95%), Nevada (92%), North Carolina (83%), Mississippi (75%) and TexagexXa@s%). In
2012, there are angtimated 666,600 womenwned firms, with $105 billion in saleérferican Expre$SPEN3/21/12)

The University of Texas ranks 3" among universities globally for patent activity in 2011.

The University of California, with 277 applications published in 2011, is the largest filer among educational instiblitere] by the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology (179), the University ofsT8yatem (127), Johns Hopkins University (111) and the Korea Advanced
Institute of Science and Technology (1@@)orld Intellectual Property Organizatip8/5/12)
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Austin is the No. 2 Hotspot for Startup Technology Jobs.

San Francisco topped the list produced by PayScale, thanks to its median tech startup salary of $84,400 and the mjmi sigtrtunities

of the 50 cities that were studied. Austin ranked second, naydwehting Seattle despite a lower median salary: $66,600 compared to Seattle's
$74,900. Austin's large number of available startup jobs gave it the edge. Seattle ranked third in the study, and hatittlyhé&st median

annual salary.Rayscale.con3/1/12)

Lockhart is 2" and Austin is 5" among America’s Best BBQ Cities.

A new list has placed Austin among the top in United States in barbecue rankiBg#lewsecently named 'America's Best BBQ Citesl

Austin took the No. 5 spot. Memphis took the top spot followed by Lockhart, Texas, at No. 2 and Kansas City, Mo. uinghird. fsdme 6 O
barbecue restaurants reflect the city’' s ecl estntoffers ahandfyl bfbarbecue c or di ng t «
joints, but at least two of them are regarded among the very best in the std®& NewJrave) 2/29/12)

Austin ranks in the top 10 of the Future Metropolis Index: U.S. Cities with the Best Urban Policies.

A new study sponsored by Zipcar (and executed by KRC Research) breaks down the differeforfvaindefactors that make a city livable. The

Future Metropolis Index examines the 36 largesesiin the country through metrics of innovation, sustainability, vibrancy and creativity,
efficiency, livability and optimism. Austin’s hi gdirasorankedmthes (i n t he
top 10 in vibracy/creativity. San Francisco comes out on top and cities on the East and West Coasts generally dominate the index. The East

Coast dominates innovation, while the West is tops for sustainabifitycér 2/27/12)

Austin named one of the 10 Best Places to Retire.

CBS Moneywatch took account of access to good medical care and affordability, but also focused on lifestyle, on finslinggriatkere is a
balance between outdoor recreation, cultural and educational institutions, a good airport, and good public transportatioalsbhegnsidered
places your friends and family would love to come visit. Austin is a big city in small town disguise. AlthAtepatheapital is bigger than all of
the "big cities" on the list, it has managed to maintain the "Keep Austin Weird" credo that has made it a favorite amaegreethand young
people. The outdoors is the biggest attraction. The staggeringly beauntiighthewn Hill Country, sprirted swimming holes, a string of lakes
along the Colorado River, and 10 months of warm temperatures draw hikers and boaters and bikers outdoors. And of colsrizetheusic.
(CBS New2/22/12)

Austin is the 4" best Airport in North America for Airport Service Quality.

Airports Council International’s annual Ai r poeyswhiare tonduced i8amthly i ce Awar
in the 225 participating airports. The best airports in North America were Ottawa, Indianapolis, Halifax, Austin and(@&jmaty.Council

International 2/14/12)

Only 13 of top 100 U.S. metros have bounced back from recession and Austin ranks 3™ for both total jobs added

and rate of growth from 2006 to 2011.

The Business Jourredamined job growth usingrgliminary 2011 data from the US Bureau of Labor Statistics for the 100 largest metros from
the period 2006 to 2011 and found that only 13 had more jobs in 2011 than before the recession iA@806was 3 highest for most

number of private sector jabadded and was alsé 3or the highest growth rate from 2006 to 201Texas metros dominated the list capturing
four of the top five spots for numeric change including first place Houston, 109,700 additional jobs; New Orleans, 39,4#0Gjoh 37,900
Dallas, 36,000; and San Antonio, 25,308 percent change, New Orleans was also first with 9.70% growth, followed by MEAitésurg,

9.13%; Austin, 6.64%; Houston, 5.22%; and El Paso, IB2Business Journals On Numb&rg/12)

Austin is among America’s 10 Best Cities for Dating.

The top 10 U.S. cities for dating offer dating pools distinguished by diversityigin aroportion of singles, superlative dating venues, and/or

stunning natural settings. Singles comprising mor eampus)aThmeciiyal f Aust i n’
offers nightlife hotbeds in the Warehouse Districtaor Sixth Street, plus 200 live music venues. Yaand sunshine and the great outdoors

combine for dateworthy dips at Barton Springs Pool, hiking or biking the Greenbelt, or getting out on the water on Lady BirdaPark. (

Trave] 2/7/12)

Austin is one of the top 10 Healthiest Cities for Women.

Austin was 4th on the list of healthiest cities for women accordirlg ® Y S y Q & magévind. (i K

Austin ranked higheshithe category of healthy dieOverall, Raleigh was first on the list followed by San Jose, Madison, Austin, and
Minneapolis.The ranking considered 100 cities andre than 30 categoriesfrom obesity and breast cancer rates to commuting times and
hours spehworking out.(Women's HealthJanFeb. 2012)
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Austin is No. 8 on list of Best Cities to Stay Young.

RealAge analyzed data from 28 million individuals who had takengheieys, gauging their "real age'and ability to stay young based on

eating habits, cholesterol, smoking, marital stat wesutsabwedthess, empl oyr
company to identify the metropolitaareas that are most supportive of good health and those that are least so. The best cities in the ranking of

the 50 largest metros offer a lifestyle that helps residents remain vibrant. Austin made the grade for high optimism stnestew

(CBS MoneyWatgh/31/11)

Austin ranks low (38") on Stressfull Cities List ranking the 50 largest metros from most to least stressful.
The study analyzed a vaty of factors associated with stress, including suicide, divorce, crime, joblessness and lengthy com&wptiag: | i ng’ s
BestPlacesl/22/12)

Austin ranks as the 11t" best performing U.S. metro according to the Brookings Institution’s latest assessment of

the performance of metropolitan economies.

The newest installment of "MetroMonitor" is the 2011 Global MetroMonitor, which ranks the 200 largest metropolitan ecomonossthe
globe based on growth patterns during the 2010 to 2011 period. The 57 largest U.S. metros are included in the globahuatikingnks 1%
among the U.S. metros andtT4lobally. Brookings Institution1/18/12)

Austin is one of 10 Cities Where Real Estate is Ripe for a Rebound due to a robust labor market and only

moderate price impacts from the recession.

Forbes ranked the 100 largest metro areas based plethora of housing and economic data to find 10 cities ripe for a real estate rebound.

Key to the list was a relatively strong job market defined as having identifying places low unemployment and high joagyvesliths growing
incomes.The list whictwas generated without a ranked order comprised of San Jose, Houston, Raleigh, Austin, Boston, Pittsburgh, Fort Worth,
Oklahoma City, New Orleans, and RochegFearbes 1/12/12)

Austin ranks No. 3 for office investment over the next 5 years.

Gr ubb & Elhvestnerit Opportanityaonitoidentifies metropolitan markets withigh potential for investors over the next five years
in the office, industrial, retail and apartment segmenisistin ranked third on the list for office investment behind San Francisco and Seattle.
Overall in the office real estate category, cities with a strong technology and biotech presence performed tAeitestlso ranked 10for

retail investmentAccor di ng t o Gr ubb a nwhickEnmale tre retail list, onissatie@partment It byAvirtaetof their
reasonable home pricesThe rankings are based &6 to 20 variables divided inthree categories—demographics, economics and real
estate fundamentals. Grubb & Ellis1/3/12)
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2011 RANKINGS

Austin is 8" among the nation’s 100 biggest metros for Economic Security afforded families.

The Urban Institute’'s MetroTrends team has graded t hemiesanni on’s 100
these tough times. The rankings reflect erosion in house values, current unemployment, purchasingfVesrwage job, and the rate of

serious mortgage delinquencies. The best is Oklahoma City (and the worst is Las Vegas). Austin &ormagenal8 and is the best ranked

among Texas metrofJrban Institute 12/11)

Austin places 8" on MarketWatch’s annual Best Cities for Business list, shooting up from 31st place last year,

thanks to its robust economic growth.

Mar ket Wat ch’ s an n ubadinesk updated thefr méthedolbgy fori caldulatisg the canking, which propelled Austin inté the 8
spot. The ranking now takes into revenue output along with 15 factors designed to measure the concentration of businesseswébiorth
and the economistability.Accor di ng t o haflehangesptoped tovdr Tiexas citiesAustin and San Antonie-into the top 10.

The top ten included in order: Washington, Boston, Des Moines, Minneggiolzaul, Omaha, Oklahoma City, Salt Lake City, Austiny blé,

and San AntoniqMarketWatch 12/13/11)

Austin has the 6th lowest crime rate among cities with 500,000 or more population and Round Rock comes in

11th safest among cities with 100,000 or more population.

Among 3 cities of 500,000 or more population, Austin has tffdd@vest crime rateThe top 10 in order are: El Paso, Honolulu, New York City,

San Jose, San Diego, Austin, Sedttle Angeles,dtland, andDenver Round Rock was the 1 kafest among the 238 cities with a population

between 100,000t0499,99€¢ Q Pr es s’ city and metro area comparison crime rate ranl
crimes per 100,000 poputian rate are compared to the national reported crimes per 100,000 population rate and then indexed to create a

summary score and ranking across six areas of reported violent and property (i@ €ressl2/8/11)

Austin is 4" on 2011 Milken Institute Best-Performing Cities Index ranking of the 200 largest U.S. metros based

on how well they are creating and sustaining jobs and economic growth.

For the fourth year in arow, Austinrankedtcih e t op 5 of t h e-PeMarnirg €ities Indexs The indemke U.S. mé&resdased
on their ablity to create and sustain jobs usisgoringcomponentssuch agob, wage and salary, and technology grovifexas Metros took 4
of the top 5 gots, including San Antonio and El Paso, which were ranked first and second, andTiiitggla which was fifthAustin did best in
the 5-year growth index, placing third highe@tlilken Institute 12/15/11)

Texas tops Forbes’ list of the best states for jobs and Moody’s Analytics forecasts employment will expand 2.9%

annually through 2015.

Texas was ranked as the top state for jobs in 2012 accordifgriesand forc ast s pr oduc e d bwith ddanmwhygiowth Anal yt i ¢ s .
rate of 2.9%, the Texas economy is projected to add 1.6 million net new jobs over the next Ng®ada came in second with an annual

growth rate of slightly .Teesesmairdérefthe tbpebxansisted af Arizona, 28%; New Blaxinod2.6%, aBd%

North Dakota, 2.6%-orbep 0 i nt e d Texastoffets b law tax; business friendly climate with a surging population that offers a nearly

unl i mited suppldsalsdoneypb2d mgho-work diates (Forbeasi2/5/11)

Austin fared well for business growth during the recession period, 2008 to 2009 The Business Journd s GneéNunibers

looked at business growth during the recession period of 2008 to 2009 in alemgkeriesThe Austin MSA held the top spot for adding

business establishments among the 100 largest U.S. markets from 2008 ta/20i@9the growth rée was 0.37% with total business

establishments tallied at 40,281 in 2009, only two other large metro areas had positive g8eetinédp | ace Mc Al l en’ s growt h r at
andthirdp | ace Houst onThegrowth af smalt busihesd estéblishmeeint Austin was also tops for major metro areas at 0.43%.

While Austin was fourth among the major metros for private sector job change during the period 2008 to 2009 with all&&9afonly one

metro had positive growth from 2008 to 2009, Springfidlh at 0.28%All other major metros had at least a 1.00% declihest ahead of

Austin were Baton Rougel.00%; New Orleans].14%; and Houstor1.51% Total private sector employment in 2009 stood at 646,082e

Business Jour,AdlW11l)s On Numbers

Texas is No. 3 on 2011 Small Business Survival Index ranking of state policy climates for entrepreneurship.

The SmallBusie ss & Entrepreneur shi p Co unoomprehessivémeadurds bol niendlysetessare ®usmalli v a | I nde
business in terms of public policy decisipegaluating factors such #xes, various regulatory costs, government spendird)debt, property

rights, health care policie®, energy costsTexas ranked third with an index 8®.076behind South Dakoteé8@.292, and Nevada3g.53)).

Rounding out the top five were Wyoming and South Caroliha. bottom five on the list included laglace, District of Columbia and followed

by New York, New Jersey, Vermont, and Rhode Isles was noted for having no personal income, individual capital gains, corporate

income, corporate capital gains, and death taxes; a Low level of state aldym@rnment spending; and Low workers' compensation costs.

(Small Business & Entrepreneurship Coyiddil30/11)
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Texas Tops 2011 State Business Climate Rankings.

Both Site Selectida Governo's Cup and Business Climate Rankiragae Texas as the place to be for business and industry. Texas claimed 58%

of inbound relocations and Texasisnolongeraruangr t o Nort h Carolina in the magazine's Top Bu
in nine recent such rankings. Texas claimed the top slot for 2011, based on a strong finish in both the objectira/ettat@mponent of the

index used to determine the top business climates, and the subjective input supplied by respondents to arxerutale survey of site

selectors, indicating which states they consider to be the most businiesslly. Site Selectionl1/11)

Consistent Top 5 Airport Service Quality rankings earn Austin Bergstrom International a place on Airport Council

International’s “Roll of Excellence.”

AustinBer gst r om’ s AipartsSergice Qualityl(ASOQhnghng earned the airport a place in the
DirectorGener al ' s RoThle ®frExtefrl &roceral’'s Roll of Excell ebmdSQfeacogni zes
5 consecutive years. Only 14 airports in the world received this recognifimpofts Council InternationgWWorld Report11/11)

Austin is one of the top 5 Real Estate Markets to Watch according to 2012 forecast from PwC and the Urban

Land Institute.

The Urban Land Institute released its 2012 real estate fetegih an overall modest prediction forthe USmarkee s pi t e “t enuous”
economic outlooksall but one of the 51 cities surveyed for the report failed to improve their investment score over lasfystn scored the

second highest in the Emerging Tdee r a t i bengfitisgdrant dgnamics created by its large university, the local tech industry,

government jobs, and the regional energgsed economy.Washington DC scored in first place for the third consecutive year, while the

remaining top fivericluded San Francisco, New York, and Bogténban Land Institute10/26/11)

Austin is in the top 10 of U.S. “Innovation Cities” in an annual global ranking.

Austin was once again featured on the annual THelankmpwaspublished fr@iat i es” | i ¢
list of 1,540 cities that 2thinknow tracks with 331 cities benchmarked into 5 classes using 3fyisdgments and 162 indicatorsustin was

the ninth highest ranked city in the US and the top one in Téasrall Austin was 5'globally and deemed the second highest city class of

Hub, which means the city stws dominance or influence on key econar@nd social innovation segments, based on global trends.

(2thinknow, 10/18/11)

The University of Texas at Austin ranks 8" on 2011 top 25 Graduate Entrepreneur Programs list.

The annual list of top gradte entrepreneur programs published Bye Princeton Revieand theEntrepreneuranked The University of Texas

McCombs School of Business as thé8st in America, up from the"&spot in 2010The high ranking was attributed to the school's high

percent of entrepreneur faculty, about95%. he program’s 2011 enr ol | memrepreseurship drgamizatioBs0 4, and t |
and clubghat were accessible to studentalso featured on the listagamasAu st i n’' s Act on Sc heHatdinSnfmorBusi ness, p
University, was ranked No3bn the list. All of its teachers are entrepreneurs and the-gaar programhad about 30 enrollees in 2011.

(Entrepreneur10/11)

Austin places 12" on new “America’s Best Cities” list focused on quality of life metrics.

Business Wegbosed the question, what if you could live in a city based on quality of life rather than other factors such as proxahgyof

affordability. Theresuling | i st dubbed “America’s Best Cities” takes into account
options, culture, green space, sports teams, poverty and more to score the 100 largest cities in Ahostinacame in at #2and wasnoted

for having great entertainment and music options as welighon the numberof park acres per person, great air quality, and low

unemployment.The only Texas city ahead of Austin was Plano®tHiist place went to Raleigh followed by ArlingtdA, Honolulu,

Scottsdale, AZ, and Irvine, GBusinessWeek.con®/20/11)

Austin is No. 2 on Parentindgs 2011 Best Cities for Families list.
Parentingmagaine prioritized great schools, affordable homes, low crime rates, plenty of jobs, and lots of parkland and crunched4lata in 8

categories to determine this year's top places t oseomplacerankiigds. Accor ¢
from last yearit's awayc o o | progressive city in a warm and sunny climate.” With
and plenty of farmers markets and food-ops, Austinisawetl ound e d, h e al t hajso dnoeata foroannowators tartd entisic.s

(Parenting 9/18/11)

Texas named Most Favorable Business Climate among the 50 states in annual survey of corporate site selection

professionals.

Texas was named by 49.4% of the 322 site selection professionals as the most favorable business climate in the US by theveyed
Development Counsellors Internationd@Cl)North Carolina was in second place with 27.8% of respondents selecimgrie of the top 3

states with the most favorable business climd&aunding out the top five were South Carolina, Tennessee, and, FBGdaonducts the

survey of site selection professionals every three years to determiné theu s t o nspectives @mrrt h e nstoaegiesarfdf ect i ve
techniques in economic developmentarketing The 2011 survey featured the widest margin between first and second place since the survey
was first conducted in 199@.exas has placed first every survey, except tisé yiear, when Texas came in second slightly behind North
Carolina(Development Counsellors Internation&/11)
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“America’s 20 Can-Do Capitals” puts Austin at No. 10 among the 200 largest cities based on business

development, sustainability, livability, and transportation and infrastructure.

Austin ranked tenth olNewsweek s -DGafapi t al | i st , ”-liswhdatadn businead dgveleohentstaihabiliyn d r y
livability, and infrastructure over roughly the period 262810.The list sought to identify how the 200 largest cities were progressing during
the recession on these major categori&sich of the 4 categories was weighted 25 points fatal score of 100El Paso came in first with a
total score of 71.43 with high sustainability and infrastructure scores, while Austin at 59.43 recorded its highesttheotatigory of
infrastructure, followed by sustainability and business developmérith were rated almost equallfhe rest of the top 10 in order were
Oakland, Riverside, San Antonio, Omaha, Washington DC, Raleigh, Atlanta, and(Reffeslaeek/The Daily Beast/11/11)

Texas is the Top State for Doing Business.

For the second year in a row, Area Development has conducted a survey of a select group of highly respected locatioriscamsuitak
with a nationwide client base. The consultants were asked to name theib &ipte choices in 12 site selection categories. Based on total
weighted scores, Texas is far and away the consultants' No. 1 choice for doing business, followed by Geamia, #id South Carolina.
Texas also received the enviable first place ranking for its overall cost of doing business, business friendliness,tagrpovaenment, and

incentive programs, as well as r e mongcnecdveryoAnd thesstatb gacetl Brits rhileand“ t op dog”

highway accessibility, access to global markets, and certified sites and-sbadglprograms(Area Developmentall 2011)

Round Rock makes list of Top 10 Perfect Suburbs.

Prioritizing close proximity to the most robust job markets in America CNBC and Location, Inc., started with the 10 tartespab with over
1 millionpeople that have the lowest unemployment rates and then identified the suburbs with the best mix of affordable housing, good
schools, educated neighbors, low crime, employment, and reasonable comrDB(8/31/11)

Austin is among “Top 10 Towns for Working Towards a Home Purchase” due to favorable employment and
housing market conditions.

Move.com rated Austin as one of the top 10 places for home buyer secBetye Berkowitz CEO ofdwe pointed outthat Buyi ng a home

an area with an established job market or expanding industry can help provide buyers more confidence in the future yeaspdic@mticonomy
conti nues Theratind comparedgob postihgs per 1,000 frombeled.com, unemployment rate, and median home list priveastin
was sixth highest with the most number of job postings per 1,000 people #&8in was also noted for having a low unemployment rate at
7.6% and stable to increasing home prices at 2.0%qeer year growth and a flat growth rate month to mon{Move.com 8/30/11)

Austin is one of top 10 markets in the U.S. for Realtors—it has the highest per capita sales, the fastest moving

inventory, and the greatest median price gain.

The Austin real estate market was listed as one of the top 10 markets for real estate professionals @oddiled by Inman Newse list
showed ten markets wherprofessonals are doing comparatively well in terms of sales and average total dollar volume in sales per Realtor.
The rankingnly considered markets witht least1,500 sales posted in May 20Malf of the markets on the resulting list were in the Sof4th

in TX), three were in the West, one is in the Midwest, and one is in the Northeast. The 10 markets were, in order; FReaiorth Denver

Salt Lake Citysan AntonipPittsburgh Dallas Kansas CityAustin and Nashville(lnman News8/26/11)

Texas metros set the pace for private-sector employment growth: Austin is the third fastest growing over the

last 5 years.

The Business Journal ranked privagetor employment growth fortte 100 largest metros and Austin placed third with a growth rate of 6.58%.
Fellow Texas metro area McAll&dinburg ranked first with a rate of 9.48% followed by New Orleans at 8Q@AB613 metros had positive

growth rates during the last 5 yeafBexasheld sixth of the top 10 spots with Houston, San Antonio, and El Paso taking fourth through sixth and
Dallas at ninthRaleigh and Ogden were seventh and eighth, while Omaha came in at@®rithe Busi ness Jo89/1)al s’ On

Austin takes top spot out of 100 Best Places to Live.

Relocate America named Austin as the top place to live in the U.S. for 2@&llistwas compiled based on humerous data capturaad

estate and housingrends economic health, recreation, and safefylso important to thepublishers of the list were whatcal residents,

business and community leadesgre saying about their comunity. The only other Texas city in the top 5 was Dallas placing Tifth rest of

the top 5 included Grand Rapids, MI Boul der, CO; adGCedaRRaikwereg h ,
also featured as a best s to live(Relocate AmerigeB/2/11)

America’s 20 Geekiest Cities: Austin places 12" for percentage of workers with jobs in science, technology,

engineering and mathematics.

Using the Nat i on a2010 Saence and Engirteeringnndiiagtbistesmeposted Austin as the ¥2geekiest city in the US. The
term geek was defined as bei ng o ceeunpcience a engine¢rihgeatedfielésegrudquirieg ei t her
technical skills in science, technology, engineering or mathematics. The data showed Austin as having 82,100 jobsehryHieddser about
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11.0% of total jobs in 200Ban Jose metro had theghiest concentration at 18.2%, while Boulder was second at 1Ad&tin was the only
Texas city featured on the ligEorbes 8/2/11)

Austin tops the list of metro leaders in Economic Growth Potential ranking.

According tdBusiness Facilitiesinual Metro Rankings Report, the cosmopolitan capital of the Lone Star State may be known outside of Texas

for its hip music scene, but there seems®no limit to the growth sectors that have been persuaded to put down roots in Austin. Austin has
established itself as one of the leading semiconductor hubs in the U.S., and recently Austin has unveiled some megéadeglsievoet
giantssuchaseBy / PayPal and Facebook whi ch -eehre@mnomy and skilled wordkforceoln aflditisntta n ' s

buddi

topping the magazine’'s Economic Growth Potential r anklLeadgs$tssAustin wa:

(Business Facilitieg/8/11)

Forbes calls Austin America’s No. 1 Boom Town.

Factoring in data indicative of past, present and future vitality, Forbes nameih/Aasghe top boom town among the 52 largest metros in the
US.Raleigh, Nashville, San Antonio and Houston rounded out the topriieeranking considered job growth over the past decade, particularly
the past two years, and other demographic data iatii@ of a vibrant economy such as new family formatibigh rates of educated mignts,

and population growthLos Angeles and Chicago tied for 47th, while San Francisco and New York faired a little better at 42nd and 35th,
respectively(Forbes 7/6/11)

Austin is the No. 1 Hottest Spot to Start a Small Business.

Austin rose to the top of a list ranking the hottest places to start a small business, defitessdahan 100 employe€eEhe data was crunched

by the US Business Journals and ranked the 100 largest Metros using a number of factors such as number and rates iokessed| pusate
sector employment growth, and population growffiscal Timeals cited Austin as being competitive for cost of living and a friendly business
environment since Texas has no personal or corporate incomd kexremaining top five Metros consisted of Oklahoma City, Charleston,
Charlotte, and SeattlgThe Fiscal Timeg/1/11)

Austin is No. 7 on Forbes Best Places for Business & Careers list.
This year’'s | ook at t hemogt@dive hreas of plscteationdand loveraasts af doind husingss) intthe beartland
(80% of the top 25 regions). The top 10, in order, are Raleigh, Des Moines, Provo, Lexington, Fort Collins, NashyBanArgtmio, Denver,

and Dallasinmostd t hese hot hubs, including Austin, you’'ll find a strong un

technology transfer that sparks entrepreneurial activigiving that educated population lots of reasons to stick around. This loaknae r i c a’ s

Best Places showcases the stark contrast between Fewdh its low-cost, prebusiness regulatory environment (5 cities among the top 25,
led by Austin at No. Aand overregulated and wildly expensive California (home to 8 cities that rank bottem 25, including No. 200
Merced). Texas was one of the last economies to succumb to the recession and one of the first to bounce back, while i€ ilifiping along
with an unemployment rate of 11.7%. Forbes considered 12 metrics relating togalthg(past and projected), costs (business and living),
income growth, educational attainment and projected economic growth. They also factor in quality of life issues liketespmiltaral and
recreational opportunities, net migration patterns, attte number of highly ranked college&ofbes 6/29/11)

Texas is No. 2 on America’s Top States for Business 2011 list from CNBC.

Each year, §BC measures the states by their own standard: the selling points they use to attract business. They separate thosamttahes i
ten categories, which are then weighted in the study based on how frequently the states use them as selling pointslyTThalsall 50

states using more than 40 metrics in 10 broad categories of competitiveness. Texas scored highest in access to capiialhgotchnology
and innovation, and infrastructure and transportation. Virginia took the top spot in this yea CNBCsan6/27(11)

10 Best States for Entrepreneurship & Innovation: Texas ranks 5.

The US Chamber of Commerce compiled an extensive report, Etigatprising Statenwhat makes certain stes attractive places to locate,
relocate and expand in this uncertain econarrythe overall category of Entrepreneurship and Innovation, Texas ranked fifth behind New
Mexico, Colorado, Utah, and Montarihe Lone Star State moved up twelve placesbvarst year ' s ranking, due i
entrepreneurial activity and above average rankings in small business lending and business bifTineaf¢lantic 6/24/11)

Lone Star Jobs Surge: The Texas model added 37% of all net U.S. jobs since the recovery began.

A remarkable fact: Some 37% of all net new American jobs since the recovery began were creatad. iStaghy-state employment changes
since June 2009, when the recession ended, show Texas added 265,300 net jobs, out of the 722,200 nationwide, and lmetheverpa

other state. New York was second with 98,200, Pennsylvania added 93,000, #iscif faom there. California is a large state too, yet it's
down 11,400 jobs. Texas is also among the few states that are home to more jobs than when the recession began in Dedeniiher 200
editors note that while all states labor under the same momgfaolicy and interest rates and federal regulation, all states have not performed
equally well and they hold that Texas stands out for its free market and budmiesdly climate. Capitatboth human and investmenrtis

mobile, and it migrates to the plasavhere opportunities are larger and burdens are lower. The Texas economy has grown on average by 3.3%

a year over the last two decades, compared with 2.6% for the U.S. ovéfall.Street Journab/10/11)
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Austin named a Top 10 Emerging Commercial Real Estate Market.

Real Estate Forum featured Austin as one of the top ten emerging commercial markets in the nation leading the economjicTeeove

magazine cited a high number of relocations, the strength oftteer k et pl ace, and job growth as evidence t
ramping upMultifamily-o c cupancy was reported at 94% an(ReakEmtpleoun6/tl) t o approach 96 ¢

Texas adds 732,800 jobs over the last 10 years, no other state tops 100,000.

Texas has enjoyed an unequaled economic boom the past 10 years. Beaetiejobs in Texas increased by 732,800 between April 2001 and
April 2011. No othertate registered an increase of more than 100,000 privggetor jobs during the decade. Only 19 states and the District of
Columbia posted any gains at all. Texas avoided theestate bust that decimated the economies of several large Sunbelt stathsdling
California and Florida, during the 202810 recession. It consequently was positioned for a faster takeoff once the national economy began
improving, allowing it to create 251,700 new jobs in the past year alone. California suffered the bigtjest diering the decade. It had

623,700 fewer privatasector jobs last month than it did a decade agdd Business dmals On Numbers/24/11)

Austin No. 5 on "Cities on the Edge" list of American cities poised for greatness in sports, arts, music and culture.

Research firm Sperling’s BestPlaces ranks amsdncludiag sposts, arthneusic op 50 US ci
culture and cosmopolitan factors, like LEED certifications and population growth. San Francisco, Boston, Denver, Pdwasti &op the

list. Burgeoning art scenes and a commitment to the environment are said tochaear i ze ci ties topping the list. T
Wor |l d” ranks fourth in the “music” category, which puposintke premi um or

“city” category with aedicateg hesiders; achealthty acgnemyaid sybstantialggreen Wwulding activity.
(Spearling's Best Placeg24/11)

Austin ranks among nine metropolitan areas with a strong supply of IT talent, low competition and favorable

employment costs.

KLG Advisors’ report identifies U.S. locations thatwthlwlvwlsdfhe potenti
competition, and favorable employment codtsan in most of the traditional IT centers that emerged during the end of the last cerftbey.

analysiswas conducted on metro areas with at least 20,000 IT workers in order to focus on markets with at least reasonableradaitgh Ult

cost markets are exatled to further focus the analyses on identifying high quality locations that also provide a strong economic value

proposition. The 27 metro areas that meet these criteria were then ranked on three key talent pool indib&hreoncentration of existing

experienced talent, strong overall IT sector employment expansion, and high output of relevant talent from universitietteged Austin

was the only metro placing in the top 5 on all three of these indica{&isG Advisor$/18/11)

New York Timesusiness blog provides reasoning behind Why Austin Leads in Small Business Creation.
New York TimeBusiness Blog has successful Austinites explain why Austin is a hotbed for smadisredauationinteresting factors such as

urban economics’ are cited in addition to the tr dgthgualiyoffifal ones, suc
(New York TmeésYou' re the B,bBAATL) business bl og

Chief Executiveanks Texas Best State for Business for 7th consecutive year.

More than 500 CEOs considered a wide range of criteria, from taxatidmegulation to workforce quality and living environmentCinief

Executve' s annual ranking of the best states for business.onthet’ s the seve
factors most essential for a businesgndly environment, and the seventh year California has ranked as worst state. The Golden State shared

the bottom ranks with New York, lllinois, New Jersey and Michigan. Business leaders graded the states on a varietyies gabeped under

taxation and rgulation, workforce quality and living environment. Texas gets strong marks in all areas important for business credias, and

the secondowest taxes in the nation. The state has created more jobs than any-e#isyut 250,000 last year. Not surprisipgit also enjoys

the highest inward net migration rate of any stat€hfef Executiyes/3/11)

Best Cities for Job Growth 2011: Austin is No. 1 among 65 large metros.

Rankings arbased on recent growth trends, mtdrm growth and longerm growth and momentum and no place displayed more vibrancy

than Texas. The Lone Star State dominated the three size categories, with the No.1 large metropolitan area Austin @iy, &nalvsiol

mid-sized city, El Paso (No. 3 overall, up 22 places from last year), joining-KédlepteFort Hood (the No. 1 small city) atop their respective

lists. Texas also produced three other of the top 10 smallest regions, including @wengyated No. 4 Miland, which gained 41 places

overall, and No. 10 Odessa, whose economy jumped a remarkable 57 places. It also added two ety aitigs to its belt: No. 2 Corpus

Christi and No. 4 McAlleBdinburghMi s si on. The “ I ar ge méludas 85snietrogofitan @rpas with a curreAtmenfarmn t op s
employment base of at least 450,000 jold$eyv Geography5/2/11)

Austin distinguishes itself by topping Area Devéopment's "100 Leading Locations" list.

The | ist does not rank the | ocales, however the magaeidndiferedtoes hi ghl i
lists of bestperforming locations in the recessida-recovery period that\rea Developmentviewed for their 100 Leading Locations list. The

magazine used their own survey and 13 other highly regarded location surveys from sources including Forbes, Newgeogkipby,\Betro

Monitor, Fast Company, and CNNMoney. They noté fttracompanies large and small, the Austin metro has been a sound choice for

expansions and Hocations. In businesiendly Texas, Austin stands etits businesses consistently push boundaries, creating-teigt and

cutting-edge innovations that in tin spur even more investmentAfea DevelopmentSpring 2011)
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Austin is in the Top 10 American Cities of the Future 2011/12.

Austintakesthe No. 8spot in theAmerican Cities of the Future ranking of 405 cities across North and South Afieedap 10 were: New
York City, Chicago, Houston, Toronto, Atlanta, Montreal, Boston, AMB&mi, andSan JoseéA mixture of data and expert opimowvas used to
rank cities which have the best prospects for inward investment, economic development and business exflainsimtligencaised
numerous criterian the following categoriessconomicpotential, humanresourcesgost effectivenessquality oflife, infrastructure,business
friendliness, andoreign direct investmenpromotion strategyIn addition to placing in the top 10 overall and among major (750,000+
population) cities, Austin placed'4or FDI strategy, 6for quality of life, and™ for business friendlines¢Di Intelligence April/May 2011)

Austin has some of the cleanest air in the country: it ranks among cleanest metropolitan areas for 24-hour

particle pollution.

The Anerican Lung Associati@tate of the Air 201deport ranks the metropolitan areas based on ozone and particle pollution during 2007,
2008 and 2009. The Association uses official data from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to compilgthd-cargarticle
pollution, the report examines fine particulate matter (PM2.5) in two different ways: averagedgeaad (annual average) and over short
term levels (24hour). The cities on the cleanest cities lists for ozone and for $bort levels & particle pollution had no days with unhealthy
levels of ozone or particle pollution. These lists are not ranked because all the cities earned the same scores. Aaisfid@sratros on the
cleanest metropolitan areas for Zbur particle pollution. @t of 277 metropolitan areas, Austin ranks ¥1f6r high ozone daysAfmerican
Lung Associatiqrt/27/11)

Austin ranks No. 3 on Best Cities for Staying Young list based on health assessment survey of the 50 largest

metros.

Real Age analyzed data from the 50 | argest metropol it ahichhastheas t o see
oldest. Listening to all those sweet songs in this city known by some as thmUisie capital of the world" is clearly helping Austinites sleep

soundly. Austin ranks No. 1 for sleep, which means these Texans are getting the ZZZs they need in order to bgdhrgbsticity in the

United States. Salt Lake City and San Franciséote top two spots in the rankingRéalAge4/22/11)

Texas offers the No. 2 Best State Tax System for Entrepreneurship & Small Businesses.

The Small Business & Entrepreneurship Council’'s “ Buscostsefsheirtakax | ndex
systems on entrepreneurship and small business. The Index pulls togetheret8rditbx measures, and combines those into one tax score

that allows the 50 states and District of Columbia to be compared and rafikeds offers the No. 2 best state tax system for entrepreneurship

& small businesses, with South Dakota being No. INendida No. 3The 3 worst state tax systems are New York, New Jersey, and Minnesota.

(Small Business & Entrepreneurship Coud¢il4/11)

Austin leads the nation in Small Business Vitality rankings.

Austin is the U.S. market that is most conducive to the creation and development of small businesses, according tofha latesn e ss Jour nal s
“On Numbers” rankings. A Cig,tChanlestanaGharibte hnd Seatdedn thHe gtan@rigs. Bulsimessaournals used a 6

part formula to analyze the nation’s 100 | argest nremalllupmedséest an areas,
Austin emerged as the deleader, thanks to its outstanding records in 3 statistical categories that have a direct impact ehusimas

activity: population growth (22.8% between 2004 and 26@9° fastest), job growth (9.3% between 2005 and 208 fastest), and small

busiress growth (1.5% between 2007 and 26a® other market did better than 0.6%). The highest scoring areas have prosperous economies,

are expanding rapidly, and are densely packed with small businesses (jzcade employers with 99 or fewer employees) sfu also took

first place in the same ranking last yedrh¢ Business Journals On Numbdrg1/11)

Austin ranks as America's Fifth Strongest Job Market.

Austin is No. 5 in this month’s On Nu mdeaorjeb datmankunemgleymentfratesforp| oy ment vi
America’s 100 biggest metros. Fi fty patesectergrowthordtes duang the past ®yedrss30% c or e i s
on jobless rates over the past 12 months, and 20% on raw changes in géete employment during the past 5 years. Rounding out the

current top five are Washington DC, Dalfast Worth, Houston, ah Pittsburgh. The Business Journals On Numbérg/11)

Site Selectiols Governor's Cup returns to Texas.

TexageclaimedSite Selectida Governor's Cup for 2010 ngwoject activity, with 424 projects, after a foyear claim to the Cup by Ohio. The
Governor's Cup recognizes the state that in the previous calendar year won the most new projects and exparaifisg@tojects involve
private-sector capital investment in commercial facilities of at least US$1 million, 50 or more new jobs or new constructioasbf2a 690 sq.
ft. (1,860 sg. m.). Runners up in the 2010 competition are Ohio, Louisiana, Renfspand GeorgigSite Selectiar3/11)

Austin No. 3 Cleantech City in the United States.

Austin has |l ong been Texas’ hub f or s duklaetl technelbgies. |ts cgrendanmeht o thena | and bi c
environment and sustainability has made it not only a national cleantech player, but a global one as well. Austin issooneediothe largest

cleantech companies on a global level, including HelioVoltmé&iieower, and Green Mountain Energy. A large research and development hub,

the University of Texas at Austin has created several research expenditures to elevate research into energy efficienewable: energy.
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This includes a project by the CollegeNatural Sciences to create biofuel from bigeeen algae and hybridlectric automobile programs
developed by The Center for Electromechanics. There is also the Clean Energy Incubator, which provides facilities @sdodsourc
renewable energy ideminto working projects. Boston and San Jose toppedigi. Therestof thetop 10 were San Francisco, Seattle, Chicago,
Philadelphia, Berkeley, Pasadena, and Washington,déanTechies3/25/11)

Austin enjoys the 2" highest Well-Being Index score among large metros.

Polling firm Gallup and Healthwayswellness and health promotioplan provider produce a WelBeing Index covering 188 metrofiah
areas in the United States. With a composite score of 69.8, the Austin enjoys the $egbhast WelBeing Index of any metropolitan area
with more than 1 million residents. Washington, DC slightly edged out Austin for the number one spot, witkBeM&Index of 69.9.
Rounding out the top 5 metropolitan areas are San Jose, Seattle, and San Jose. Scores are an averagelexéssuthich individually
examine life evaluation, emotional health, work environment, physical health, healthy beheamatsiccess to basic necessities. The overall
score and each of the 6 stidex scores are calculated on a scale from 0 to 100, where a score of 100 represents th&adlegl.3(15/11)

Austin No. 2 on Ten Best Cities to Find a Job list.

Ajilon Professional Staffing has identified the 10 best cities for finding employment in the U.S. Austin came in secondipdalcst

(Minneapolis was firstyasaresul of t he city’'s | ow codAtusdfi nlisvirmd uasnd edliuceartd e ntad | emtmm
to boosting job growth in the market. Home to several major universities, including the University of Texas, local busavessesst pdoof

well-educated recent graduates to choose from for local employment opportunities in Austin. Ajilon compiled its list using Befpairtrabor

statistics and insights from its regional market brancligsch of the cities on the list boast an unempleyrate of 8% or lower. In

determining the list, Ajilon also considered a number of factors, including the diversity of industries in the city licogg,dhe range in size of

companies offering employment, and level of higher education among iidars. (Ajilon Professional Staffing/15/11)

Austin is one the Top 20 Strongest Performing Metropolitan Areas.

Each quarter, the Brookings Institution’s Metropol i mamcedsionandcy Pr ogr ¢
recovery in the nation’s 100 | argest met r copempldyrmeatnunempl@ement,grosshe “ Met r ol
metropolitan product, and housing prices trends. Austin was named one of the top 20 strgpegésiming metro areas in the most recent

MetroMonitor report. Austin was one of only 4 metropolitan areas in the country teatained in the top 20 during both the recession and the

recovery (Hartford, McAllen, and San Antonio were the othetstin was also one of only 4 metro areas that regained more than half of the

jobs lost during the recession by Q4 of 2010 (McAllen, Beeans, and Washington, DC were the others). Only Austin, Boston, Charleston,

and Minneapolis had job growth in every quarter of 20 B¥opkings Institution3/14/11)

Austin was ranked the 8th Most Socially Networked City in the U.S.

America's Most Socially Networked City rankings start by calculating the number of Facebook and LinkedIn users pdiawapitdnyfoverall
Twitter usage (NetProspex); traffic generated by the major social networks, including Myspace, Friendster, Reddit, andlidigd ey ad
network Chitika); and the percentage of households that check out chat rooms and blogs (SimplyMap). The topkidrderame
Washington, Atlanta, Denver, Minneapolis, Seattle, San Francisco, Orlando, Austin, Boston and Salt INM&a'Sied]th 3/7/11)

Austin is the No. 2 Healthiest Market for Home Builders.

Austin, No. 1 in last year’'s |list, continues to shoewftiesttongdst i mpr ov e me
job growth in the nation. Employment accelerated last year with the addition of 181®0@ jobs, lowering the unemployment rate to 7%.

Google recently fanned the employment flames by announcing it wants to open a division there dedicated to-loas¢idmarketing and

mobile recommendations. Austin has grown to become the 15th largesindiye nation, according to the U.S. Census Bureau. Median

incomes rose 3% last year. Median home prices in Austin rose right through the economic recession, eking out a 1%egato [5%9%,000.

Buildet s Healt hi est Mar ke tfrwdrdbookindgd b ismtmse® anicdmpagisors betweeah actual data for 2010 and 2011

projections compiled by Moody's Economy.com. The data is then weighted by Hanley Wood Market Intelligence to producyg Metgaith

index for the top 100 metropolitan aes, based on permit activitfauilderforecasts 11,079 building permits for Austin in 2011, an increase of

57%. Builder 3/3/11)

Texas has 6th lowest State-Local Tax Burden.

According to the Tax Foundati on’ s nlealtaabardenia Texasis p.99%4of incane, thesidht e t ax bur
lowest in the country. On average, U.S. residents devoted 9.8% of income to payinanstdbeal taxes in 2009. At 12.2%, New Jersey has the

highest tax burden and Alaska, at 6.3%, has the low€ak Foundation2/11)

Texas leads the nation in ozone reduction.

From 2000 to 2009, ane levels in Texas have decreased by 27% statewide, more than any other state in the nation. By comparison, the rest of
the nation averaged only a 12% decrease in ozone levels over this same time gexi@s Texas Commission on Environmental Quality

2/20/11)

Austin-Bergstrom International Airport No. 3 in North America & No. 5 globally in its size class according to
annual Airport Service Quality Awards.

TheAirport Service Quality Awards recognize the airports which have achieved the highest passenger satisfaction ratin§€irstireely-
the world's benchmark measure of airport excellenger the5™" consecutive year, AustiBergstrom International Airpo(ABIAhas earned a
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ranking in the torb airports in both North America and the world for excellence in customer service. Travelers enjoy the AustirAbe at
Comfortable architecture, an ambiance made distinct with live music and local restaweajagable art and a super clean terminal distinguish
this airport as uniquely AustiustinBergstrom has nonstop service to 38 destinations in the U.S. and Mexico and served 8.7 million
passengers in 201QAirports Council InternationaP/15/11)

Austin picked for national Startup America: Reducing Barriers roundtable.

Austin will be part of an eigktity series of roundtable discussions for federal officialgather information from entrepreneurs on how to

i mprove t heupreaitonnentTse staut, which is part of t hatwhihadmieistrédtionus e’ s
officials will hear directly from entrepreneurs on ideas to bailthore supportive environment for entrepreneurship and innovatibine Austin
roundtable will be at the annual South by Southwest festival. The annual festival includes a focus on emerging techwloiciyieas made it

an important destination each ye#or entrepreneurs and startup firms.

(U.S. Small Business Administrafi@f 1/03)

Austin 3" Biggest Brain Magnet.

New Orleans, Raleigh, and Austin top this list of the smartest cities of the futuies Bre flocking to Austin for good reasétarbesanked it

the best large urban area for jobs in 2010. Along with Raleigh, Austin is emerging as the next Silicon Valley, lufmgitestsubio would have
previously headed toward the West Coast. Austives much both to its publisector institutions (the state government and the main campus
of the University of Texas) and its expanding ranks of private compaimekiding foreign onesswarming into the city's surrounding
suburban belt. Its vibrant cultal scene certainly helps in attracting collegducated millennials. To come up with this IBbrbesook the 52
metropolitan areas with more than 1,000,000 population and ranked them by percentage gains in people with college eccaatianed

with the population over 25 years of age between 2007 and 2009, using the latest data from the American Communit{FSupesy.

2/10/11)

Austin is the No. 4 Best City of Live, Work and Make Movies.

Texas’' wunofficial film caprtehdhascbmmonatyhfovi pgar mpvanadtahkeme
auteures (Richard Linklater, Mike Judgeb&bRodriguez). laddition to a low cost of living and low unemployment rate, Austin offers

movi emakers another way to save in the Texas Moving deptacde | ndus
dependable crew. On most features shot in Texeearly 80% of the jobs are filled locally. Austin also continues to waive permit fees and make

Start

to

try

city locations available at cost, without reservati"ofidm Ildocsatoiuan f
card, wherelocat endor s offer discounts to productions. “Austin is a magical

energy,” accor di ng MoweMaker Winter@EKXer Bob Ray. (

UT Austin ranks high on Kiplinger’s Best Values in Public Colleges 2011.
Kiplinger identifies the 100 schools that deliver a stellar education at an affordable price. There are separate rarikiststéoand outof-
state tuition. Austin comes in in the former and 2% in the latter. Kiplinger starts with data on more than 500 public institutions and sort

the schools based on a combination of academic quality and affordability measures to determine which scaotiie bist value Y A LJf A y 3 SN &

Personal Finance/11)

Austin is one of the Best American Cities to Live and Work in.

The editors of digital magaziBusiness Review USét outthee conomi ¢ hot spots that are also the
Austin comes in third behind Eden Prairie, Minnesota and Ellicott City, Maryland. They note that Austin is favored aressigmatsf who are

in the small business community arftat entrepreneurs work together to support each other and their businesses. Austin is also home to the
massively popular South by Southwest festival, where musicians, artists, film makers and emerging tech geeks migratertmfor a

Woodstock meets Caumer Electronics Show meets Sundance. The University of Texas at Austin is also the breeding ground for those
interested in taking over the engineering and computer science industries and the city is home to offices of Dell, 3NefpetePackard,

Gaogle, Cisco Systems, eBay/PayPal, Whole Foods and much Baumieess Review USA31/11)

Austin is the No. 2 IT Startup Hotspot.

PayScale, the world's largest reihe salary data provider, has produced l@nStartup Salary Hotspots Repdrb avoid population bias,
PayScale finds the ratio of IT workers at a startup IT firm to all wolteeesaich metraand standardizes the ratioytthe national proportion of

IT workers at startup IT firm$he other major metric used is the ratio of threedian pay for IT workers at startup firms by metro to the
national median pay for IT workers at startup firrfibe product of the IT startup emplment ratio and the median pay ratio is the IT Hotspot
score. San Francisco tops the list of IT Startup Salary Hotspots because it employs more than double the national Bvetagemivorkers
and it offers pay over a third higher than the nationaéeage. However, some cities experience higher than average employment ratios, but
lower than average median pay ratios and vice versa. For example, Austin is the No. 2 IT Startup Hotspot due to itddgrgeremgtio, but

for pay it only ranks in theniddle (7 out of 12). "It is not folklore that the San Francisco Bay Area, Austin and Seattle are top places for tech
startup jobs; the PayScale data shows these cities top the list of hot IT startup locations," said Dr. Al Lee, Diregttitatih@UAralysis at
PayScale. "These three cities continue to be prime places with over twice the percentage of startup jobs and the bestitypipdetind a job
with the next Google or AmazonP#yScalel/27/11)
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Austin is America’s 3" Best Job Market.

Washington, Boston, and Austin top Forbes’ l'ist of themostheal thiest
promising employment situatiorsat least for now—tendto be government hubs-six of the top 10 job markets are state capitals. Aside from

being the capital of Texas, Austin has a number of assets that have helped it weather the economic downturn: It's atsiededapajor

convention center, home of the llrersity of Texas and a tech hub. To compile their list Forbes examined the 50 largest metro and relied on the
latest metro unemployment data from the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, Juju.com's monthly Job Search Difficulty Irejex@atidd, and

Moody's Economy.com analysis for the trends in each labor mafketbés 1/6/11)

Austin among 10 Best Cities to Invest in Commercial Real Estate.

Austin is one of the best prospects for commercial real estate investment this year accordiGguble& Ellis Co. forecast.Each year,

Grubb & Ellis develops an Investment Opportunity Monitor that identifies the metropolitan markets with the estqmmgspects for each

major property type over the coming five years. The monitor for each property type consists of 15 to 20 variables divittedéntategories
—demographics, economics and real estate fundamentals. The variables are assigned hessghton their relative importance. Employment
growth and barriers to entry are two of the most important variables. Austin offers few supply constraints along withramgypsbspects for
population and job creation over the next five years, fueledh®yr superior universities, reasonable business and living costs and their ability
to attract a young, educated labor forc&rubb & Ellis1/3/11)

Page |40
www.austinchamber.com/sitselection/businesglimate/austinin-the-news.php
Austin Chamber of Commerées35 East 8 Streetd Austin, Texas 78701 Ph. 512.478.9388 austinchamber.com


http://www.austinchamber.com/site-selection/business-climate/austin-in-the-news.php
http://www.forbes.com/2011/01/06/best-and-worst-places-for-jobs-business-beltway.html
http://www.grubb-ellis.com/forecast2011/default.htm

\ Austin AUSTIN IN THE NEWS
Chamber 2010-2014

2010 RANKINGS

Austin is the Best Place to Buy a Home in 2011.

Texas' capital and a great college town, Austin is beautiful and therh@#traffordable American metro area. Job growth from 2000 to 2010

was 14.1%. Unemployment currently is 7.1%, compared with 9.8% nationwide. Theaptyfatipn is growing too. These positive indicators

are expected to continue in the coming decade. Fortune 500 companies abound here and it's home to more than 2,000 tedexdAupaa

prices are reasonable for the $73,747 median family income and nabale s BB Q b et t e rWalletiPapri2/3L/20) a s . (AolL’ s

Austin ranked no. 26 among Top 50 U.S. Cities for Industrial Jobs.

Four of the top 50 cities are locatedTiexas (Houster-1%, Dallas—6", Fort Worth—11™", San Antonie-17" and Austir—26™). Austin is said to

have 43,100 manufacturing jobs as of the end of 201O0itanawanufacturers’
Manufact uriz3040) News

Samsung’s $3.6-billion expansion of Austin semiconductor fabrication facility named Economic Development

Deal of the Year.
Business Facilitiethe premier Economicddv el opment Magazi n e, -bilionvsmicbreddctoiSabmeationrexpansion$3 . 6
Austin as the top deal of the yearin20Il0h e pr oj ect was sel ecitlkebdobypamnel magazanet sebl Gel d’

24 highlycompetitiveprojects nationwideT he Gr eat er Austin Chamber of Commerce, the Govern
Tourism and the City of Austin were acknowledged by the magazine as helping to secure thbelpabject is expected to create up to 7,600
direct and indirect jobs for the Austin Metro Areaeating about $1.4 billion in local economic activity annuslly t h t hi s dtetall , Samsun

investment in Austin will reach $9.2 billion since 19®8&isiness Facilitie42/10)

Austin places 4th Most Secure Place to Live.

According to the seventh annual “Most Sece @Group of OomPanies®,|Aastindssthett o Li ve" r ¢
most secure U.S. community among large metropolitan areas (population of 500,000 or greater). Madison comes in first,iplDese
Moi nes and Syracuse. The r anki n ges,tookimomgnsideratibn chinye statistipse axtterme wedtherSrigke r | i n g’ «

of natural disasters, housing depreciation, foreclosures, air quality, terrorist threats, environmental hazards, liferexpaathjob loss
numbers(Spear |l i ng,18/16B@st Pl aces

Austin is Lonely Planet’s No. 4 Best Place to Go in U.S. in 2011.
Austin and West Texas shareg| ace on Lonely Planet’'s staff pol-by-Southwest fetivaldor its | expert :
"trifecta appeal of musicians, film buffs and interactive whiz kids, this is a hugafaakind event." Lonely Plangt12/13/10)

Austin is No. 12 on America’s 25 Best Cities for Shopping list.

When it comes to shoppi rFoghes e ftewer rgnkirg iofrihg best U.B.icileg ferrshoppimg tdkes»a sk at the real

numbers behind what makes retail sparkleime 25 bi ggest cities in America. |In compiling th
the interests of all types to heart to find the urban centers with the best combination of options, ease and affordadéity. d&quarter of U.S.

retail spacds in the Lone Star state, more than explaining how four Texan cities landed in the top dozen cities for shopping. @relztsesl

on the nation's largest cities (600,000 to 8 million), what they have to offer in terms of total number ibfaetdions and malls, sales tax, and

consumer prices Horbes 12/13/10)

Austin ranks as 3rd Best Place for Military Retirement.

Texas cities took 4 spots in the top 10 partly bemcladesaffordabled er al pensi
housingmor e arts and culture, trendy restaurants autatonasaesfthemasnsi t . USAA
progressive cities in the U.S., with ‘green’ initiatives and thoughtful urban design. Austin places high in the rankim¢héedistance to

heavily weighted amenities such as base exchanges, commissaries and a VA madicallih are about 60 miles awaiMilitary.com,

12/6/10)

Austin named Best City for Telecommuters.

With highspeed broadband and wireless options becoming more ubiqujtand with freelancing making traditional workers less profitable,

this list eschews the traditional focus on local technology and the quality of Internet access and instead focuses traplarcesde a biecity

experience at a smalbwn price. To mai the cut, cities had to offer lower than average living costs and meet the lifestyle needs of
telecommuters. The author notes Austin’s rich intes$lecéual Amdricoaats
healthiest cities (AOL DailyFinang@2/2/10)

Austin ranks as the Best Performing U.S. Metro in the Recovery.
Austin ranked as the No. latmo in the U.S. and No. 26 in the world in terms of jobs and income growth during the current economic recovery.

The Brookings Institution’s new Global Met roMonitor &ienafgiobales dat a s
economic resilience and future growth” among 150 of treatsiwmising d’ s | arg
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incomes and standards of living and generating widespread labor market opportunity. Brookings ranks metro peddrefare, during, and

after the recession. In the precession ranking, Austin ist2§lobally and 3 nationally, in the recession period, Austin is"4flobally and 3

nationally, and in the recovery ranking, Austin i§ 8ébally and ¥national y. Austin’'s innovative capacity and
are noted. Even in the midst of the recession, Austin registered raidgnation, posting the '8 highest metro total in the nation. According to

the authors, “ Au 9mandretantion af higtskillediherdan eapital ritdivérde set of expbatsed industries, and its

avoidance of the worst U.S. housing market excesses of the 2000s help explain its dtrangeational performance throughout the three

periods.(Brookings Institution11/30/10)

Austin has the 6th lowest crime rate among large cities.

Among 34 cities of 500,000 or more population, Austin has thiewest crime rateThe top 10 in order are: El Paso, Honolulu, New York City,

San Jose, San Diego, Austin, Portland, Los Angeles, Seattle and Foro/rtiPr ess’ city and metro area compar:i
involves a multistep process in which the reported crimesii),000 population rate are compared to the national reported crimes per

100,000 population rate and then indexed to create a summary score and ranking across six areas of reported violent pdnmgéCQ

Press 11/22/10)

UT-Austin is No. 25 in Bloomberg’s Best U.S. Business Schools 2010.

The Bloomberg Businessweek ranking oftfale MBA programs is based on a survey of new MBAs, a poll of corporate recruiters and an

evaluation of faculty research output. The ranking includes 57 U.S. scRoels.r ui t er s give UT graduates an “A" f
management skillsBloomberg Businesswegk1/11/10)

Austin among NewsweeKs 10 Cities Best Situated for Economic Recovery.
Describing Texas as “sdekingAmiricansNéwsweekslaced Awstin,i Dallas, $ap Antoficcabd Houston in its top 10,
thanks to a hearty energy sector and a strong spirit of entrepreneufismsweeld e s cr i bed Austin as having the nat

growth, both in the last year and owvéhe lastdecadeAu st i n  “ i s aprogsuahloyn etdheofbetshte nati on’s emergin
good privatesector growth, both from an expanding roster of homegrown firms and outside companies, including an increasing array of
multinationalss uch as Samsung, Nokia, Siemens, and Fujitsu.” Therodactt hor, Joc¢

of its university culture or its synergetic collection of technology firms. Its success owes a great deal to simplyTteiag-fexas offers pro

business policies and relatively low taxes, and the physical infrastructure in the cities is generally as good or bettenahgrEast and West

coast metropolitan areas. Businesses have been flocking to Texas forageneratibn,a hat tr end i s Newsweekkel y to sl ow
11/8/10)

Dell ranks No. 1 in Newsweeks 2010 Green Rankings.

Three leading environmental researctganizations measured the 500 largest publicly traded companies in the U.S. according to
environmental footprints, policies, and reputati otimgaseridso6ti n’' s Del |
ambitious goals, severaf which it has already met. In 2008, the company announced it would reduce its total emissions by 40% by 2015. Itis

well on the way to achieving that goal. Many of Dell's efforts are also focused on reducing the environmental impacoddds @t # stages

of their life cycles, from design to disposal. Dell has one of the tech industry's most comprehensive recycling progesirosmptinies with

major operations in Austin, such as IBM, Intel, HewRgtkard, Applied Materials, and Advanced MRavices also ranked high on the

Newsweekist. (Newsweek 11/04/10)

Austin is among America’s 10 Most Affordable Cities.

Forbedooked at all metros with at least 100,000 populatiordasought to identify cities that had a balance of cheap living and economic
prosperity—places with solid job markets, but where costs aren't prohibitive. Austin has relatively low unemployment rates, inexpensive

groceries, healthcare, transportationandlu si ng, and i s one of ttéclkjobs &loustanard SanAmonibadsst ci ti es
made the top 10. Texas has long enjoyed the benefits of a businesdly tax climate, rich natural resources and a stable housing economy.

As a result, jbs are available, but costs low enough that Texans can stretch the fruits of their labor further. That combination g tenticin

Americans seeking to relocaté-qrbes 11/2/10)

Austin is 7*" on Daily Beasks America’s Smartest Cities list.

The Daily Beastainked the 55 largest metro regions with all data was organized on-agpeta basis. Metrics were selected to represent

education and intellectual environment (percentages of residentsove2 5 wi t h bachel or’s degrees and gradua’
and institutions of higher education and libraries per capita). Scores on the indicators were weighted and taliedte@b@ih ci ty’' s ci vi c
total (ranging from 0to 200No. Ir anked Bost on has a scor e o f (TherDaily Behsi@2b/d0) Aust i n’' s 140.

Austin highly ranked among 50 U.S. Real Estate Markets to Watch.

PricewaterhouseCoopers and the Urban Land Institute annual examination of emerging trends places Austin high on theialiststate
markets to watch: # for commercial/multifamily investment (behind Washington, Newvky and San Francisco) ®r

commercial/multifamily development (behind Washington and New York); &hidi2for-sale homebuilding (behind Washington). PWC and
ULI interview a wide range of industry experts for this investment/development outlookré\ihstitutional investors and big corporate space
users will focus is said to center on accessibility and workfebig airports, good labor pools, and company operations centarsd also on
places where educated, energetic, creative young people wabetd he editors note that whethie economy inevitably gains strength, high
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tech, life sciences, and computer industries will be in the vanguard. That is why investors should scope out opporthréfigsower bastions
like Austin (and as they quote amt er vi ewe e, “ Ev e Augtid n(BriecewatethauseCamperldd/10)e i n

Austin ranks 2" on the Milken Institute’s Best-Performing Cities 2010: Where America's Jobs Are Created &

Sustained.

Leaders in this year’s index, which ranks U.S. mewereghselddddr@ame d on t hei r
losses in the production of capital equipment armhsumer durable goods. Diversified technology bases, includingtdighmanufacturing;

reliance on service industries; having a large military presence and a relatively small presence of financial servioeswereltaracteristics

in this yoeren. Texastmetms opcepied 11 of the top 25 positions among the 200 largest metros in the 2010 Milken Institute Best

Performing CitiesIndexand 5 of the top 10. Austin was No. 1 (Mikkenlnstimte year’' s inde
10/14/10)

Austin ranks 6" among America’s Smartest Cities.

CNNMoney ranked large metros for percentage of the population with eotlegrees. New Census Bureau data for 2009 shows 38.7% of

Austin’s pdpwlheetlioaon shadssga ee or higher, while the national average b
Washington, San Francisco, San Jose, Raleigh, and B&3td{Money.conil0/1/10)

Austin is one of the 10 hottest cities for Clean-Tech Job Activity.

Based on a proprietary weighting of job postings, investment activitypijebence, and patent activity, Clean Edge has identified the top 15
U.S. metro areas for clegnch job activity and Austin comes in at No. 10 behind San Francisco, Los Angeles, Boston, New York, Denver,
Washington, San Diego, Houston, and Chicago. G&dge is a research and advisory firm devoted to the efean sector. Clean Edgel0/10)

University of Texas at Austin named 9" Best Graduate Program for Entrepreneurs.

The University of Texas' McCombs@dtof Business was picked as having théést program for entrepreneurs, according to The Princeton

Review andEntrepreneumagazine. The high ranking was attributed to the school's high percent of entrepreneur faculty, about 95%, and high
five-to-onefaculty-student ratio, among other attributes. Its average &l0dent enroliment has access to 11 clubs and entrepreneur

organizations. The university awards about $135,000 during business plan competitions and maintains four mentor progissheolles

lauded for having close ties to the Austin business community, an emphasis on collaboration and for infusing technaépggnentship and
globalization in the curricul um. Adsnmone Ungrersky; waanked Ba hlormothe lish. AloBusi nes s,
its teachers are entrepreneurs and the epear program is described as competitive, rigorous and progregEimerepreneur10/10)

University of Texas at Austin named 12" Best Executive M.B.A. Program by The Wall Street Journal

The University of Texas' McCombs School of Business was picked as havihigetstee®ecutive M.B.A. program among 87 examined tgy

Wall Street Journaimoving up from a I5placeshowing in the 2008 study. The 2010 Wall Street Journal report and rankings are based on a
survey of thousands of students and hundreds of companies about the quality of E.M.B.A. programs and how well they daliveviog
management and leadership B&i The top 25 is based on responses from 3,060 of the most recent graduates of 87 E.M.B.A. programs at 64
business schools with campuses in 18 countries; responses from 189 corporate-fesoarces and executivéevelopment managers; and a
measurement bhow well students say their schools enhanced the skills that companies said were most imp@vehStteet Journal

9/30/10)

Austin named in Travelocity’s Top 10 Fall Hotspots.
Travelocity editors analyzed the top 100 fall destinations to find the top 10 domestic destinations that have shown &t gesgbveryear
growth in popularity. Austin rose four spots on the totem of booked locations ton3dst visited (Travelocity.com9/22/10)

Austin among 10 metros Where You can Buy a Home for Less than $800 a Month.

To see how far your real estate dollar will stretchiifierent places across the countty,S. Newgxamined housing costs on a monthly
payment basis. They started with the National Association of Realtors' median home price data for 159 metro areas ateldsal2086 down
payment from a market's medianipe and plugged the remaining figure into a mortgage calculator using a 4.32% interest rate-gaaa 30
fixed loan. The median home price in the Austin area stood at nearly $197,000 in the second quarter of this year, @etightfiom a year
earlier. After a 20% down paymentof $39,400—monthly payments for mortgage principal and interest on a megligoed home in Austin
come to $782..S. News9/21/10)

Austin continues to place among America’s Most Recession Proof Cities.

A total of six Texas cities appeared on the top 20 strongedbrming metro areas because they have kept their labor and housargets

stable and have been posting robust economic activity during the past few years. Thénstignent oftheBr ook i ng ' Isarorhetes t i t ut e’ s
of the health o fmethopobtaniemmromiss intl@és erhploynepeutpat,and home prices data through the second quarter

of 2010. CNNMoney.con®/16/10)
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Texas predicted to be the Place that will Lead the Country to a Solid Economic Recovery.

In debating the future of the U.S. economy, Richard Florida and Joel Kotkin are on the same page: Texas will lead tteeacealidiry
economic recoveryAlthough the economy has slowed in retemonths, the prospects for a robust recovery are still looking up for the Lone
Star State. Texas gained 14,000 jobs in June even as employment fell in 27 other states. That brought Texas's tatat fualftoé 2010 to
178,700—more than twice that ®any other state. A key factor has been the state's energy produetitrong prices helped Texas enter the
recession late. But more important is that Texas is not just an efenagucing state. Highech centers in Austin and Dallas have created an
econanmy ranging "from cow chips to computer chip@National Journal9/11/10)

Texas is a Top State for Doing Business according to Area Developmeris survey of site selection consultants.

Site selection consultants to industry are in a unique position to understand the requirements of their corporate cliemtsitdis ofArea
Developmenmagazine conducted a survey of a select group of highly respected consultants who workatittnavide client base. The
consultants were asked to name their td state choices for meeting 8 site selection criteria: business costs, business friendly, corporate tax
environment, labor climate, workforce development programs, permitting, rail aghviey accessibility, and shoveldy sites. Texas came in

No. 2 in the overall ranking and came in either first or second for tax climate, business friendly, low costs and lakofAteazDevelopment
9/10)

Austin is No. 2 Mid-Size Metro College Destination.

Rather than focusing on a specific school's performance, the College Destinations Index (CDI) describes the broadenVgamimens of
the top 75 cities and towns for students. More than 360 metros are allocated in to four categories according to sizen aankise according
to performance on a dozen metrics pertaining to academic environment, quality of life, and professioodlajip. Austin is in the 1.0 to 2.5
million residents size class and ranks second behind San Jose, CA and ahead of Ral&mgkribed Institute for Economic ResearbHL0)

Austin ranks in the Top 100 Cities of the Global Innovation Economy.

Austin is the 4% city globally and 7 city nationally with the cultural assets, human infrastructure, and neked markets of a competitive
innovation economy. Austin is one of 19 U.S. cities in the top 100. A total of 289 cities are scored for the indaxkdtpities may offer

better economic opportunities for all of us, due to their innate innovation ecoerhuilding future industries for employment and community
services. The worldwide ranking is produced annually by innovation consulting analysts, 2thiflkeandex methodology is based on scoring
31 common industry and community measures weightedragajlobal trends. The Innovation Cities Index purpose is to measure the
development of innovation economies globallyrovationcities.com 9/8/10)

Austin among Least Stressed in U.S.

Good health, low crime, and relativelgw unemployment has placed Austin tBE least stressednetroin the U.S. Portfolio.com and

bizjournals createdatpart f or mul a to esti mat e tghsemesos,using the ldtestdatal agailablenfrorh $eeeraln at i on ' s
government agencies and private firms. The variables assessed included unemployment, income growth, poverty, deathsl#tony-circ

system diseases, sunshine, unhealthy air, crime, commuting, @nslrig costs. In order, the 10 least stressful metros are Salt Lake City, Virginia

Beach, Minneapolis, Raleigh, Austin, Oklahoma City, Denver, San Antonio, Kansas City, andRirtietioxcoém 9/7/10)

Austin is 7*" Most Favorable Place to Look for Work.

In the current economy, the number of unemployed exceeds the number of advertised job vacancies in all of the 52 largpslitare{ob
markets, however Austin is one of the locations where the supply/demand rate most favors job seekers. With less thanip8®/edgob
seekers per advertised vacancy, Austin is thenost favorable metropolitan market to look for work in Jufiée rates in other metros range
1.03 in Washington, DC, to 10.44 in Riverside, The Conference Boar8/1/10)

Austin among the top 20 Brainiest Cities in America.

A me r iB@iniéstdMetros are a mix of large metros with a significant presence of technology and knowéesggkbusinesses and the

nation’s premiere college and university towns. Braineypelsofietros tend t
innovation and more higlech industry. They have also been among the most resilient during the current economic downturn. The Brainiest

Metros Index is based on three variables: (1) the share of adults 25 years of age and older with a Ph.D.pmastissional degree, (2)

computer scientists and mathematicians as a share of all employment, and (3) scientists (physical, biological, sdwéa$ aftatal metro

employment. The index weights all three variables equally and covers 362 U.Sregatres.(The Daily Beas8/27/10)

Austin named top U.S. Entrepreneurial Center.

Entrepreneumagazine identified the top cés energizing business of all shapes and sizes. The cities were sorted and ranked according to how

they complement contemporary entrepreneur lifestyles and business types. The 10 lifestyle categories encompassed gites dhiloors,

green towns, céége towns, famiff r i endl y, etc. Austin topped the “creative centers” g
toget her . ” Au s tgoes lifestylef eigtsknystark reliefyvithhihie magditionally conservative Lone Star Statkugin is one of the

nation's most progressive and proactive entrepreneurial centers. Locals wear their "Keep Austin VWéirts With pride but, in reality, the

city's combination of art and commerce couldn't be better adjust&shtiepreneur8/10)

Page |44
www.austinchamber.com/sitselection/businesglimate/austinin-the-news.php
Austin Chamber of Commerées35 East 8 Streetd Austin, Texas 78701 Ph. 512.478.9388 austinchamber.com


http://www.austinchamber.com/site-selection/business-climate/austin-in-the-news.php
http://www.nationaljournal.com/njmagazine/nj_20100911_3798.php
http://www.areadevelopment.com/siteSelection/sept2010/top-states-doing-business39016.shtml
http://www.aier.org/bookstore/research-reports/2010?page=shop.product_details&flypage=flypage_new.tpl&product_id=99&category_id=15
http://www.innovation-cities.com/top-100-city-rankings-for-the-innovation-economy/
http://www.portfolio.com/special-reports/2010/09/07/detroit-tops-list-of-most-stressful-metropolitan-areas
http://www.conference-board.org/data/helpwantedonline.cfm
http://www.thedailybeast.com/blogs-and-stories/2010-08-27/americas-brainiest-cities/?cid=hp:beastoriginalsL4
http://www.entrepreneur.com/magazine/entrepreneur/2010/august/207496.html

\ Austin AUSTIN IN THE NEWS
Chamber 2010-2014

Austin among America’s Best Music Cities.

When it came to live musi@ravel+Leisureoters ranked Austin at No. 3 among 30 cities nationally, right behind thimestudded Nashville

while New Orleans took the top spothe author notes thatdr a city to boost its own music scene, the key may be taking the music out of the

nightclubs and into the spots where people will find it without even looking. In Adstimstance, you can hear great live music at

supermarkets or at AustiBergstrom Airport, which offers livausic stages in its terminals. Long considered a mother ship for indie rock and

alternative country types, the Texas capital established itseibnally decades ago with the TV show Austin City Limits and then its ultra hip

annual cultural festival South by Southwest. CIl assi forthedatesikos i ncl ude
spots, ask a local: they ranknang the most intelligent (No. 2), attractive (No. 5), and friendly (No. 4) in the sulraye(+Leisure8/10)

UT Austin ranked No. 5 for higher education excellence based on Contribution to the Public Good.

Unlike other colleges rankings that ask what colleges can do folyashington Monthly s as ks what coll eges are doing
magazine has devised a methodology to measure and quantify how wieitdinal colleges and universities were meeting their public

obligations.Schools are rated based on their contribution to the public good in three broad categmigmobility (recruiting and

graduating lowincome students)research (producing cuttgiedge scholarship and PhDs), aedvice (encouraging students to give something

back to their country). Among 258 national universities, Austin platgthéhind UCSan Diego, UBerkeley, UL A, and Stanford). Among the

five research categories, Austi s b e st p e ¥ forscieme & engineeriagsPh®s awarded and among the five service categories it

was 39 for community service participation and hours servatfaghington Monthly8/24/10)

UT Austin ranks No. 45 on U.S. News2011 Best Colleges List.

U.S. News & World Repaoanked 262 schools classified as national universities, that is, thoseffeaa full range of undergraduate majors,
master's, and doctoral degrees and that are committed to producing groundbreaking research. The University of TexascatiistiA® in

the 2011 ranking. The magazine also ranks national universitiesgnadieiate business and engineering programs. UT Austin pldtederall

for its business programs and of the dozen engineering specialties ranked, it made the top 10 in six (aerospace, chitroaraputer,
environmental, and mechanical).S. Newsmethodology: 77.5% of a school's ranking is based on a formula that uses objective measures of
academic quality such as graduation rates, and the remaining 22.5% is based on a peer assessment or an academic regyaonrsy

high school counselorfJ.S. News & World Repp8/18/10)

Austin tops multiple Business FacilitieMletro Rankings: No. 1 for Quality of Life, No. 1 for Renewable Energy

Availability, & No. 2 among Greenest Metros.

Business Faciltesan ki ngs feature offers 16 dif f er eWhenwseul togetheraunmketrongs and, acc
rankings, there usually is one location that stands out foritsadtesd o ar d achi ev e mestdndo,utand tAhuisst iyngarTX. ” R
its unsurpassed lifestyle, a sunny climate and idyllic setting on the edge of the beautiful Texas Hill Country maké&dnestiragfor outdoor
activities. Austin’s sunny cl itobasinesses, sne af thé reasondbtlye Texds eapitmlaandrid shrroundingi t s we |
areas have become known around t h-techimdustry id thesfastest ggiowihg andanost Vsible pag of 7 Al t h o u ¢
the economy, Austin is well diversified tvia strong government, education and financial base. The influx oftbehprofessionals into Austin

from all over the world makes the city a challengingfewmakxesinti ng and ¢
thecountywher e peopl e come to | ive by -bdsediecormmistAngalos AngeldBusiress Raziktiest o of f er , ’
8/10)

Austin ranks No. 3 on Top 10 Cities for Young Entrepreneurs in 2010.

Austin has built a reputation on being the “Ilive musuwwithaanystati t al of ¢t
ups and major corporations calling it home in recent years. The cityligeat climate and abundant resources as it continues to move forward

as a technology hub with much lower costs of living then places like Silicon Valley. New York and San Francistamptb2édrid Boston,

Denver, Chicago, San Diego, Portlands\Wai ngt on DC, and Seattle round out the |list. Under 3
on resources, schools, events, climate, and the social scene that a young entrepreneur loaksder3QCE(8/4/10)

Texas No. 1 for U.S. Wind Power Capacity added in 2009.

Wind power additions in 2009 shattered old records, with roughly 10 gigawatts (GW) of new capacity added in the Unites&&2ésillion

invested according to th€009 Wind Technologies Market Repdréxas led the nation with,292 MW of new wind power capacity addddhe

next highest were Indiana with 905 MW and lowa with 879 MW. Texas is home to more thanwrer t er of t he capactyi on’ s wi nd
(U.S. Department of Energ§/4/10)

Austin named Top City for Young Adults.

The state capital lethe list of 10 cities in the U.S. that offer exceptioapportunities for those starting out in life. Kiplinger focused on healthy

economies fueling new job growth and then fihened its search using other youtriendly factors such as large percentages of people under

35, cost of living and rental costs, ke, nightlife, and the time you're likely to spend in traffic. Austin has the feladest jobless rate

among cities with populations of one million or more. Living costs fall below the national norm. It doesn't hurt thaththisapital of Texas

and home to eight colleges and universities, including the University of Texas. Austin's cultural scene is exceptional gitit tausic

festivals each year, a vibrant nightlife, and eclecticangc o mi ng nei ghbor hoods, Tlylehertokeegagacdnai nl y mor e
grad busy.Kiplinger 7/23/10)
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Texas No. 2 Biotech Hub.

Texassurgedfrom 6" place to 29 place inBusiness Facilitiegnual Biotechnology Strength ranking, firmly establishing the Lone Star State as a
major national hub for bioscieneelated industries. The magazine factors more than two dozen criteria into its annual biotechnology ranking,
including an assessment of steftended research and development programs, interaction with institutions of higher education, and major
projects announced within the past year. Texas notched a 35% increase in hielatetd facilities and an 11% increase in total bioscience
employment,according to the 2018attelle/BIO State Bioscience Initiativeport. Battelle reported that Texas now has nearly 3,000 biotech

facilities and about 65,000 bioscience workers. “We ewsf@moparticul ar]
$2.5 million) and the number of higher eBusiressfaciitigditore-GhieeJack Ragers bi osci er
said. “Texas not only is building a bi od eghp pBusitedsikaciitieg26/10)g bas e, it

Austin is the 10™ Fastest-Growing Exporter in U.S.

Austin's rate of exports increased 16% per year betw2@08 and 2008. This high rate of growth brought Austin from tifel@best metro
exporter in 2003tothe 26l ar gest i n 2008. Computer and electronic products compri
intellectual property is theescond largest export sector for Austin, accounting for 1®rodkings Institute7/10)

Austin 5" Best City for New College Grads.

The nation’s top 30 ci tbasedontheonumberefempioyersdjsting dpeningseom AfterColieges awebsite featuring

entry-level positions, as well as average annual pay, cost of living and unemployment rates. Austin has a reputation fovétsautistatand

mu s i ci an soagieal place td stas a carkes. A low cost of living and unemployment rate puts this city among the best flaventry

job hunters. Although the number of employers listing jobs is low compared with other cities on the list, technology #mndédregbbs lead

the pack. In addition, several wéihown companies, including Dell and Whole Foods Market, are headquartered in Austin. The city prides itself
onhavingasmall own feel, which is appealing to $sesneludmgchampianiLdneedenstongads . | t°’
who lives in AustinBloomberg Businessweek'16/10)

ABIA selected as one of America’s Best Airports.

Readers ratedigports in 30 U.S. cities on a variety of fronts, including food, shoppintimanperformance, and the efficiency of airport

employeesLocal flavor in the terminals, such as barbecue andMexx fr om | ocal favorites Swdeforlitei ck and M
musi c helped earn Austin’s Bergstr om AButitalsaranksthiphevitinavellbesureeadeisne s pot or
for its airy atmosphere (No. 7 for design and functionality) and punctuality (No. 7 fomerarrivals and departuresfTravel+Leisure?/10)

Texas ranked Top State for Business.

A CNBC study of America’s To pnd8ldoadted that theostate Bchievédrihe bighestpairit totdl mhas at No . :
history of the study. This fourth annual study measures the 50 states on 40 different metrics in ten key categories aficengsst CNBC

developed these categories with the help afdiness groups including the National Association of Manufactu/énst separates the top

states from the rest is includes offering environments that allow businesses to thrive even in a slowdown. Texas potersquagt times

on the strength of its eonomy—top-ranked in the Economy category four years in a row. The Texas economy is the 15th largest in the world.

The Lone Star State is home to 64 Fortune 500 companies, more than any other state, in a wide variety of industries. $oavhils ttat e’ s | as
win in 2008 came with oil at a record $145 a barralnatural tailwind for the largest industry in Texabe state managed to do even better

this year despite the fact that oil is trading at roughly half that price. Texas has also managed to avoidstiaf the real estate crisisSCNBC

7/14/10)

Round Rock among 10 Best Towns for Families.
Cities who made the list boasted communities with ample affordable housing, good neighbors, green spaces, Blimaghao! systems and
giving spirits (Family Circlg7/7/10)

Austin companies make strong showing in Green Power Purchases Ranking.

The Environmental Proteciio Agency’' s Green Power Pl$pumhasers df elgetriccpawergenergtedérdm t he t op 50
renewabl e sources includes f iWhaeFodds Matket, Dell,iCisdd nPearsgny dndthelCryrofgdasint cust omer s
(Environmental Protection Agency/6/10)

Austin is ranked No. 1 on Kiplinger’s list of the Best Cities for the Next Decade.

YALXE Ay 3ISNDA nantedlBusty thd top City ii ltsylisD@ 10 besties for the next decade, with a focus on locales that specialize in
innovative thinking. According to Kipplinger’'s, Adogehcommuniyy arguably t
programs that form a neural network of bngss brainpower to help entrepreneurs. Overlay that net with a dozen verapéal funds and 20

or so business associations, plus incubators, educational opportunities and networking events. Mix all these elementaamyvball a

classless societyhere hippie communalism coexists with-noonsense capi tal i sm, and yapsve Agadt danbrtee
discount the fun factor: In the seffroclaimed livemusic capital of the world, music and business creativity riff off one another. Tbi t y ' s

famous South by Southwest festival, where concerts, independent film screenings and emerging technology overlap, iscarpplae e
Kiplinger’s ranking process was based on the woerkKoofmuKavidedtolf amrisc
current and likely future growth in highuality jobs and income and also includes in the formula measurements of the "creative class."

Creativeclass workers-scientists, engineers, educators, writers, artists, entertasrand others—-inject both economic and cultural vitality
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into a city and help make it a vibrant p-traastmfrastractutetthe &atter biimgmh i nger ' s al
important factor to ensure continued growth in centainetro areas.Y A L A y 3SNDa ,T/8NE 2yl f CAylIyOS

Austin cited as one of America’s Recovery Capitals.

The Lone Star state's major metro areasustn, Dallas/Ft. Worth, Houston and San Anter#re all emerging from the recession better than

their counterparts in many areas of the countRorbesvor ked wi th Moody's Economy.com to examine ho
fare within the nextfewyeas . Moody' s provided analysis and annual growth prospect
201014 for the 25 largest metro areas in each of the four regions of the couttiny South, the Midwest, the West and the Northeast. The 11

metrosthat that made the list had the best combination of job andput growth, equally weightedMetro areas that have good growth

prospects through the recovery tend to be hubs for government activity, energy, logasti,sin some cases, technology growfhat explains

why Austin, home to Dell Computer, the University of Texas and the Lone Star state's government has an annual GMP greettbf @96

and a projected annual employment growth rate of 3.3%. Construction remains sluggish in Austin,ratriharea, also a music and film

industry center, is buttressed by the recovery in the tech se¢kurbes6/25/10)

Austin named one of America’s Most Recession-Proof Cities.

The Texas capital is among the 21 strongesforming metropolitarareasi n a CNN assessment bas3wke2@d The Br oo
edition of the quarterlyMetroMonitor report. In fact, Texas cities starred on the new list of recespionf metro areas, with six of 21 spots.

These metros are singled out by Brookings for keeping their labor and housing markets stgibdstanmgirobust economic activity during the

past few years. In fact, all but five of the 21 leading cities have economic output levels that top records set justhpgioedession. In first

quarter of 2010, Austin’ s ly5.8%fomiserieacasgon peakt Janlosges hawe beert muedimpAastin asd
employment in Texas's capital city dropped by 2.3% fromitspeec es si on peak through the first quarter
Leffingwell pointed out that Austin worked erthe past decade to attract higiech companies, and while some manufacturing jobs in the

sector have since diminished, companies are still expanding their workforce, including Samsung Electronics, which rememtigcba $3.6

billion project that boats the company's payroll by 500 permanent positions. And during the last two quarters, Austin welcomed job growth,

adding nearly 8,000 new jobs during the period and increasing payrolls by more than 1%. "We've worked hard to divecsifjoowy and are

aggressively targeting companies focused on renewable energy, medical technology and digital media," Leffingwell sdhis iadie Texas

invested $1.4 million through its Texas Enterprise Fund to lure Facebook into opening its first office duRsitheAdto, Calif., in Austin. The

social media giant opened the office last month and is actively hiring for its online sales and operations team. Faakthgoarsato hire over

200 employees in Austin over the next four yea@N\L 6/24/10)

Austin among America’s 10 Best Cities for Young Professionals.

Austin is ranked number 10 dforbesfourth-annual list of metros that boast affordability, good job gpects and largethan-average

incomes. Among metros with at least one million population, these offer the best chances for college graduates in a toogly.etexas

domi nates this year's | i s Faorbegbd®d1®)t i ng three of the top 10 spots. (

Austin named Top City Beating the Recession.

On a list of 11 cities that have shown the most economic resilience, AustinManksafter consideng the changes in four economic indicators
over the last three year@mployment, unemployment, gross metropolitan product, and housing pri@é& Huffington Postreated their
ranking based on Tlne 20B0reditmrkof thegysarteriyretsoManitoureépert. (Bhe Huffington Pos6/16/10)

14 Austin area high schools rank in the top 6% nationally.

Each yearNewsweelpicks the best high schools in the country based on how hard school staffs work to challenge students with advanced
placement collegédevel courses and tests. Just over 1,60fosts—only 6% of all the public schools in the B-8ade the listin 2010, 14

Austin area high schools rank in the top 6% nation@e schools represent 8 different school districts and 34% of total area high school
enrollments.(Newsweek6/13/10)

The University of Texas system ranks No. 6 on Universities Patent Scorecard.
On a listwhich ranks 122 universities for patent quantity, quality, science and speetllTheystem ranked® o r
patenting.UT was awarded 89 patents in the year ending June 20@8lI¢ctual Property Todaw/4/10)

“

technol ogy strengt

Texas ranked Best State for Business by Chief Executive

Texas has been ranked the top state for job growth and business development for the sixth year in a row in a surveyfbé @EQsl survey

asked 651 CEOs across the U.S. to draw upon their direct experience to rate eachcstetgadries related to taxation and regulation, quality

of workforce and living environment. CEOs most highly prize lower tax rates and perceived attitudes toward business bipliovned

environment considerations, such as real estate costs and educdiexas, the secordo st popul ous state and the worl
economy, is where 70% of all new U.S. jobs have been created since 2008. Unsurprisingly, it scores high in all the areas OEOs most . “ You
feel like state government understandsthea |l ue of business and industry to create jobs and
incentives to business choosing to locate or expand are among the most aggressive. The Texas Enterprise Fund isrige$adtreddmsing

fund of any sate, with grants totaling $377 million disbursed in 20@Bhief Executiyes-6/10)
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Austin No.2 on Forbe$list of America’s Most Innovative Cities.

Silicon Valley places first the U.S. as a magnet for innovative companies and peopl&dBbedfirst-ever rankig of America's Most
Innovative Cities, the "Silicon Hills" of Austin were close on the Valley's heels. Turns out everything really is leiggerlincluding the brains.
Over the last year residents of Austin have patented about 2,900 inventions, ¢thadsmost percapita of any metro area in the USorbes
started with the 100 largest metropolitan statistical areas in the U.S. and used data from the U.S. Patent and Trademaokdeférmine
number of patents per capita. Then they combined thatwiénture capital investment per capita from the National Venture Capital
Association, along with those cities' ratios of higkh, science and "creative" jobs from ZoomProspector.com and Payscalefazobey
5/24/10)

Austin among America’s Fittest Cities.

Austin took the No. 10 spot on the American College of Sports Medicine's American Fitness Index. The ranking, whictaisigzdsom
the U.S's 50 most populous cities, said Washington, D.C. was again the most healthy, taking 73.5 points out of a possibler dgolBthst
No. 2 spot, followed by St. Paul, Seattle, Portland (OR), Denver, Sacramento, San Francisco, and Hartford. htorepoprieventive
health behaviors, chronic disease levels, access to health care and community resources and policies that support {iysiddieceport
said education levels were a large factor in top headtted cities. Areas with high ragof high school or higher education graduates were
more likely to be physically active and have access to care through health insufemegican College of Sports Medicir#24/10)

Austin in top 10 for Best Quality of Life.

Austin was ranked ninth in a study that compared the performances of the nation's 67 biggest metroffdigastudy compared the
performances of the nation's 67 biggest metropolitan areas in 20 statistical categories. Thet Biggires went to wellounded markets with
healthy economies, moderate costs of living, light traffic, impressive housing stocks, afpbhigied educational systems. An earlier study by
Portfolio.com/bizjournals named Austin the best metro for youngltsdand that quality helped it crack the top 10 for overall quality of life, as
did its strong population growth (32% since 2000).Raleigh earned first place, edging out two metros that are substegeiallyda?
Washington and No. 3 Minneapolt. Pal. (Portfolio.com 5/24/10)

Austin No. 3 Dog-Friendly City.
Austin was ranked themost dogfriendly city acording to a listing of cities with petccommodating transportation, parks, attractions,
stores and dining.0ogFriendly.com5/17/10)

UT in Top 10 CEO Undergraduate Alma Maters.
The University of Texas iskaed fifth among the top 10 CEO undergraduate alma matBisohberg Businesswegh/13/10)

Austin ranked among Cleanest Air Cities.

TheAme i can Lung Association’s State of the Air 2010 repwoound ranks metr
particle pollution, shorterm particle pollution, and ozone pollution. Austin was ranked among the cleanest U.S. cisbsricierm particle

pollution, i.e., it had no days with unhealthful PMlevels. American Lung Associatiof/28/10)

Cyberstates: Texas 2"¢-Largest in Tech Employment.
T e x a s-tech bettg émployment grew by 14,600 jobs between 2007 and 2008. The 2008 gain in Texas was boosted by some 9,200 jobs
added in the computer systems design and related services sector followed by 4,400 jobs in the engineering services 2861 jpbs in

the research and development and test | aboratories dagathedng. “The f act
recession is a testament to our st ateehhadogyemndreami’c sstirdengetfH & darikn c reexe
TechAmerica Texas. “While it is likely Texas f acedustty,ovemewelob | osses i

positioned to | ead t he s e codondlargestcybeestate lvyeechnaloyy empoynzest behiedr@aliformia and dhead s e ¢
of New York. Central Texas is home to many of the state's largest tech employers, including Rotras&béelell, which employs about
16,000 just in its headquarter§lechAmerica4/28/10).

Texas has one of country’s Best State Tax Systems for Entrepreneurship & Small Business.

Texas is ranked as the secednebt state in America for smdlusiness development f&010 in the Small Business and Entrepreneurship

C o u n BusihessJax Indekhe report analyzes and combines 16 different tax measures into one tax score for all 50 states and the District of
Columbia, including income, capital gains, property, deattgiithnce and unemployment taxes. The report also takes into account various
consumptionbased taxes such as state gas and diesel leBezal( Business and Entrepreneurship Copdl7/ 10)

Austin is the Best Big City for Jobs.

Forbes New Geographer column’s 2010 |ist of the best bi GtarBtatda ros for j o
producing fully half of the top 10. This year, like last, the Nog Irt@tro (among 66 metros with more than 450,000 #farm jobs) was Austin,

Texas, which enjoys the benefits of being both the state capital and the home to the University of Texas, as well asd naeing, tech

sector. Forbes 4/20/10 & NewGeography.com/20/10)

Austin places in Top 10 of RelocateAmerica’s Best Places to Live.
Austin scored big points on RelocateAmerica's 2Q§1D“ teakouts” Austin placed in the top ten inop 10 Overall, dp 10 Recovery,dp 10
Earth Friendly, andop 10 Large Cities. Austin is just simpdt like the rest of Texas. From the quirky cast of characters that populate Congress

Page |48
www.austinchamber.com/sitselection/businesglimate/austinin-the-news.php
Austin Chamber of Commerées35 East 8 Streetd Austin, Texas 78701 Ph. 512.478.9388 austinchamber.com


http://www.austinchamber.com/site-selection/business-climate/austin-in-the-news.php
http://www.forbes.com/2010/05/24/patents-funding-jobs-technology-innovative-cities.html
http://www.americanfitnessindex.org/
http://www.portfolio.com/business-news/us-uncovered/2010/05/24/raleigh-north-carolina-tops-us-metros-with-best-quality-of-life
http://dogfriendly.com/dognews/
http://www.businessweek.com/magazine/content/10_21/b4179020050124.htm?campaign_id=bschools_related
http://www.lungusa.org/press-room/state-of-the-air-media-center/
http://www.techamericafoundation.org/cyberstates
http://www.sbecouncil.org/news/display.cfm?ID=3692
http://www.forbes.com/2010/04/20/best-cities-jobs-economy-energy-opinions-columnists-joel-kotkin.html
http://www.newgeography.com/content/001516-2010-how-we-pick-best-cities-for-job-growth

\ Austin AUSTIN IN THE NEWS
Chamber 2010-2014

Avenue to burnt orangelad University of Texas students, bats to Longhorns;gtarrestaurants to dowstnome barbecue joints, corporate

CEOs to struggling musicianexas' capital city stands apart from the rest. Austin became a tech center, home to many large employers, in the
1990s. Today it maintains these identities and also fosters an increased prominence in the film ifichibipyand trendy, yet in a vintagert

of way. It's higkhtech and laieback. It's politically charged and culturally rich. It's eclectic by nature and creative by design. Most of all, it's a
place where people like to have a good tiriée city is the cultural and economic centeaahetropolitan area with a population of over 1.5

million. (RelocateAmerica.con#/20/10)

Austin in Top 10 of Forbe$annual Best Places for Business & Careers.

The top ofForbes12th annual lisbf areas with the most economic opportunigy/filledwith cities in secalled flyover states, areas with
reasonable business costs, strong economic outlooks and a solid quality Dhéfeankindooks at the 200 largest metropolitan statistical
areasin the U.S., which range in size from the New York City metro, with 11.7 million people, to Merced, Calif., home to PA& G@fros

were rankedon 12 metrics including costs (business and living), job growth (past and projected), income growthpeduattainment and
projected economic growthAlso factored in werguality-of-life issues like crime, cultural and recreational opportunjtrest migration

patterns Additional variables includeithe number of highly ranked fowyrear colleges in the aseandthe percentage of subprime mortgages
handed out ovethe last three yearsThe top 10 in order are: Des Moines, Provo, Raleigh, Fort Collins, Lincoln, Denver, Omaha, Huntsville,
Lexington, and AustirfForbes 4/14/10)

Texas No. 1 among States that are Very Friendly to Small Businesses.

For entrepreneurs looking to save money, moving to a state that offers a better small busiimeate can be worth the big change. When it
comes to measuring a state's business climate, there are several factors to consider: the level of economic growth, thefasgulations,

and the education level of the workforce. Look at all those fact@nsl you've got a sense of whether or not you're dealing with at a business
friendly stateAmer i can Expr e s s five @ ihestatesnwst friendlynt@bunsindssasth Texas as No. Iexas if you didn't

know it, is a great place to start aoghl enterprise. The Lone Star State has the most internationally focused manufacturing sector in the
country. In fact, the state has the highest export sales per worker than any of the 50 states. The cost of labor irafietkes snticing

charmer: ithas the lowest workers' compensation costs of any state. No income or capital gains tax for individualgQOmgre®rum,

4/6/10)

Austin a Top 10 Destination in U-Haul’s National Migration Trend Report.

According to moving data reflective of nationwide statistics for calendar ye&, 208uston took the No. 1 spdbllowed by Las Vegas,
Chicaggand San Antonio. Astin came in at %, with Atlanta, Orlando,SacramentoKansas Citgnd Denverounding out the top 10The
ranking reflects destinations for movers traveling more than 50 miles, and considers every city in the country, regasizlesslofvever, the
datais not stated as a percentage of population and is not reflective of overall graWwé2009 Top 50 U.S. Destination Cities Report was
compiled from more than 1 millionHaul truck transactions occurring during a recent 12 month pe(ldddaul 4/2/10)

Austin is in the Top Ten U.S cities for Hispanics to Live and Work.

Austin is not just the capital of Texas, Austin also reigns as the self proclaimedisieeQdpital of the world. Between two major music

festivals (ACL and SXSW) and over 250 music venuesdartstcommurtityis | e has be
enriched by worleclass educational opportunities at the Weisity of Texas. Especially of note, the Teresa Lozano Long Latin American Studies

program, a school within the school, attracts scholars from across the globe. With a reputation for being one of the grekfigsst cities in

America, thischictowwi t h a penchant for being a “little weird” boasts |l ow unen
rest of the top 10 includes Houston, Miami, San Antonio, Albuquerque, Chicago, Dallas, New York City, Denver, and L{2opntgeles

Hispanics4/10)

Austin places 3" among 20 Cities That Are Having An Awesome Recovery.

Businesslnsider has created a r an k iMetrgMohitarsepalt. MetroManitoehastheeo wakking gs | nst i
economic recession and recovery andsortdmatrosinaformance Quartilésgut doesnot nameallyr o p ol i
rank them.Based on changes in employment, gross metro product, and home prices, Businessinsider has preiu@atking. San Antonio

comes in at no. 1 and Rochester, NY at naB@sifiessInside3/18/10)

Austin takes the 3™ spot among America’s Best Cities for Singles.

Austin placesNo.3amng best U.S. <cities for singles in the annual “America’s
urban areas on culture, hotels, weather, and even how gootting the locals are. The race for the top singles cities boils down,rig wiays,

to how good the bar scene is. Padgntric cities like San Francisco and New Y¥lidkinto the top 10 as easily, but smaller cities also have

their appeal for unmarried types. Austin cracked the top 5 thanks to its unbeatable music sceneaahdrindly locals. It has a legendary

music scene, unbeatable F&ex and barbecue restaurants, and locals who seem too good to be true. This is one of the few cities where the

degree of good looks is not balanced out by a lack of brains or an abifityite. These urbane Texans are attractive (No. 5), smart (No. 2),

friendly (No. 4), and athletic to boot (No. 3). New Orleans, Miami, New York, and Las Vegas round out the rest of testtafiéstor singles.
(Travel+Leisure3/10)
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Austin is the No. 1 Place for Young Adults.

This portfolio.com assessment (of B7S. metropolitan areas with populations above 750)d606ked forregiors with qualities that woud

appeal to workers in their 20s and early Z0slwhere thoseworkershave the best chance of establishing themselves in a recessionary

economy.Two qualities help Austirthe host of the annual South by Southwest music, film, and interactive conferencfestival—to stand

out among the nafistawot Bi Fdsgesttmetnasi on’s major markets have fewer
99,200 jobs during that span and its annual employrmgnoivth rate of 2.8% is the fastestAmerica, and secondustin has the strongest

concentration of young people among the 67 mete®8%of its residents are between the ages of 18 andt34 the median for the study

group is 23.% The s t u gart fosmuld dgave the highest marks to plaogith strong growth rates, moderate costs of living, and substantial

pools of young adults who are collegducated and employedh u s $ attractiveness to young adults is broadly based, and it ranks among the

10 leading markets i of the categories tht were analyzedportfolio.com/bizjournals 3/15/10)

University of Texas at Austin included in Fortunées 5 Schools for Entrepreneurs.

Fortune notes that while mny schools sponsor busingsiain contests-UT has the Moot Corp competitierbut it has a competitive edge m
separate idego-product competition for students who can commercialeampus technologieShe other schools recognized are Babson
College, Belmont University, Indiana University, and Saint Louis Univ@¥sityine 3/10/10)

Austin selected as one of 21 Top Time-Saving Cities.

To assess which places help you make the most of your precious RealSimplsorted through reams of data on dozens of large American
cities, ranked each on various criteria in five categoriea gcale of 1 to 5, and added up those categories to get an overall Sbereriteria
contributing to easy living included indicators related to getting around, health and safety, information technology imesavers, and
lifestyle. According to #findings,m addition to a short commute timéustinresidents enjoy some of the best wireless Internet coverage in
the nation. AndA u s tnewnlighsrail line boasts WFi access as well as fadt work tables and room for bicyclg®ealSimple3/8/10)

Austin ties for No. 1 in Forbesllist of Cities Where the Recession is Easing.

Austin ties Washington fddo. 1 onForbeslist of 10metrosbest survivig the recessiomAustin, D.C., and 8 other metraanfong them:

Boston, Los Angeles and a hosbtifer metros in Texas) are best surviving the downturn in part because they specialize in industries that are
relatively insulated from economic volatilityiti€s where the recession's effects are lessening either never felt the full brunt of the housing
crisis, or have proven resilient enough that demand is returning sooner than elsewhere in the country. These strong leokstadurther

enrich the local eonomy by feeding a host of secondary industries, like construction, lending and household sdobisésmve been lost

nearly everywhere in the last three years, but between December 2007 and December 2009 the number of jobs in Austin98%e bycde

than any of the other major citigSorbedooked at. And by three years from now, jobs are expected to grow by 8.09%, the deesirjdb

outlook onthe list. Forbeganked the 40 largeshetropolitan statistical areasased orunemployment rats, the rae of job growth(historical

and projected)change in median salprice for singldamily homes, and gross metropolitan produ@orbes 3/2/10)

Austin is the Healthiest Housing Market for 2010.

Buildet s Buil der Mar ket Health I ndex, compi | e dwellbgingdfithenriajeryy.SWousilhy Mar ket | n
markets, based on 2009 data and 2010 projections for householdatiwns, resale values, and job and income growth. These drivers are

weighted toobtaina ranking by health the top 100 housing markets (determined by permits pulled in 2009). A state capital that is home to the

University of Texas and Dell Inc., Austin aged to avoid the brunt of the national recession. It has one of the lowest unemployment rates in

the country, 7.5%. Moreover, nearly all its major housing metrics will be positive in 2010. The region of 1.72 milkzass tothave rising
employment,household formations, and incomes. Only two markets on this list, Huntsville and Raleigh, will have higher rates of household

formation this year. Austin was the second fastest growing metro area in the nation in 2008, according to Census Buias,astim

business relocations continued rising through the recession, according to the Austin Chamber of Coniuitdeg.2/25/10)

Austin ranks No. 9 among U.S. Cities with the Most Unique IP Addresses.

Led by New York, the list of top 10 cities by unique IP count includes other large cities such as San Diego, Oakleas], Ratirdeg,
Pittsburgh, San Jose and RochesterwWi¥,t h Austin coming in at No. 9, followed by Provide
cities” are not quite as fhasatter 2089 list fordastestncensectiart speeds,ahe toongctiomd from&lafma i ' s 4
these diies are in the high broadband range, exceeding 5 Mbps. As such, users in these cities are likely prime candidatessantpéaoof

high-quality digital media(Akamai Technologie2/20/10

Austin’s Williamson, Travis, & Hays Counties listed as the Texas’ Healthiest.

The report ranks each county within the 50 states according to its health outcomes and the multiple health factors tmaideter a county’ s
health. Each county receives a summgneank for its health outcomes and health factors and also for the four different types of health factors:

health behaviors, clinical care, social and economic factors, and the physical enviroikamson, Travis, and Hays counties each ranked in

the top 10 on both the Health Outcomes and Health Factors rank{Rgdert Wood Johnson Foundation and the University of Wisconsin

Population Health Institute2/17/10)

Austin’s is the Best Airport in North America & the 2" Best in the World in its Size Class.

Airports Council International identified thep performing airports in the annual ACI Airport Service Quality (ASQ) passenger €uerey

275,000 questionnairesere completed by passengers at8 airports worldwidego capturep as senger s’ perception of the
30 aspects of servicé reliable monitor of airport service, ASQ is used by many airports as one of the key performance indicators of the
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airport’ s s e rentfied as.essdhtahfor high custontesservice ratings are, by order of importance: the ambience of the airport,
cleanliness of the terminal, comfort of the waiting areas, availability of washrooms, cleanliness of washrooms, coutteyfaineéss of te

airport staff, business lounges, ease of making connections, passport / ID inspection experience and good shoppindAapititts€ouncil
International 2/16/10)

National Trust for Historic Preservation’s 2010 Distinctive Destinations includes Bastrop, TX.

This annual program recognizes cities and towns that offer an authentic visitor experience by combining dynamic dowritavahslicersity,

attractive architecture, cultural landscapes and a strong commitment to historic preservation, sustainability and reweitalizagach

communi ty, residents have joined toget her damthe bdnkslkféehe CadoradoiRver, t o pr ot ec
Bastrop features a history that dates back over 175 years when it was established as one of Stephen F. Austin's anigmal ¢882The

town offers a dynamic downtown filled with 19th and early 20th century hered buildings, unique restaurants and shops in a Main Street

community, and access to two state parks. Bastrop is lauded as one of the most historic towns in Texas and still pegssrasditotiin

charm despite its 3@nile proximity to the thriving gaital city of Austinllational Trust for Historic Preservatio2/3/10)

Best Local Music Scene.
Budget Travéels r eader s c IsdustnaheadwfaAthehs, GA, Memphes, New York City, Los Angeles, Seattle and Chicago. Austin
was also picked in the survey's "best food cities" categBydget Travel2/10)

Austin ranks low for Rate of Home Foreclosures.

AustinRound Rock metropolitan area properties with foreclosure filings represent only 1.25% of area housing units, aRealtliigac s
YearEnd 2009 Metropolitan Foreclosure Market Repiltionally, the rate is 2.21%0. 1 ranked Las Vegas has a foreclosure rate of 12.04%.
Burlington, VT and Utica, NY report the lowest rate, 0.05%, in the ranking of metrd20@i00 or more populatior{RealtyTrac1/28/10)

Texas Installed the Most Wind Power in 2009.

Texas installed more wind power, 2,292 megawatthan any other state last year, according to the yead market report from théAmerican

Wind Energy Associatioindiana came in second with 905 megawatts added. Last year, the nation as a whole installed mereating

facilities than any otheraar, erecting nearly 10,000 megawatts of new generating capacity, or enough to serve more than 2.4 million homes.
Texas total installed capacity now totals 9,410 megawatts and the next largest state is lowa withA@aticgn Wind Power Association
1/26/10)

Texas ranks among Lowest for Debt Burden.

Forbeplaces Texasb e st among the 50 states on the magazine's “Debt Weight Sc
including unfunded pension liabilities, changes in tax revenue, debt as a percentage of GDP, debt per capita, growttoegpectati

employment and the state economy, net migrations and a ratio that compares government employees, pension burdens and Medica

enrollees to privatesector employment.Rorbes 1/21/10)

Austin metro rated the Best Place for Creation & Development of Small Businesses.

The nati on’ s -busipessyildyraecortlimgito amewd drtfolio.com/bizjournals study, belongadtin the state's capital and
the center of a thriving metro with 1.7 million residenthe highest scores, based on amaxt formula used to analyze the 100 largest metros,
went to areas that have prosperous economies, are expanding rapidly, and are densely packed with small businesses. Wyestiastne
clear winner, based on its outstanding performances in statistit#gories of critical importance to entrepreneurs: Austin saw population
growth four times faster than the national rate of increase, impressive long term job growth, and faster small businelsslgmowny other
market. (Portfolio.com 1/18/10)

Austin is 5" Best City to Live, Work & Make Movies.

Trade publicatioMovieMaket s new r an ki 1o the MooSwsletdromAts IDthlace ranking last year. The city has appeared
somewhere on this top 10 list for 10 consecutive years. Others at the top of the 2010 list include: Albuquerque, NmdelessMo. 2;
Shreveport, No. 3; New York, No(MlovieMaker 1/18/10)

Texas ranks low for Rate of Foreclosure Filings.

Though 4 percent more foreclosed in 2009 than 2008, Texas cam# an$hg U.S. states for thehare of housing with foreclosure filings.
Slightly more than 1 percent of homes foreclosed in Texas, or about 100,045. The rate equates to about one in 94 haunsgly, Nati
foreclosures represent 2.21% of housing units. State foreclosure rates imr@09&d from 0.5% (Vermont) to 10.17% (Neva(Rg¢altyTrac
1/13/10)

Austin No. 2 among Best Places to Retire & Row in the U.S.
This is a hugkonor which demonstrates the exceptional kaeility and rowability of Austin and a survey/article will be published in #8640
2011Rower's AlmanaqRowingandSculling.com/11/10)
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Austin ranked Best City to Invest in Commercial Real Estate.

Austin has the best prospects for commercial real estate investment this y&ald & Ellis Cdorecast reportedEach year, the firm ranks

the top 10 local markets in terms of lotgrm investmenpp ot enti al . I n the office sector, Austin, Tex
Investment Opportunity Monitor, a proprietary market ranking in which Grubb & Ellis annually measures 59 office markst<atgaia

important to the performance of & estate investments. Austin is anchored by atapch university and state government, and offers an

advanced business base and the ability to attract young, educated wo(tetb &Ellis 1/4/10)

Austin is home to the No. 3 Cleantech University.

Where will the cutting edge companies that transform the industries of cleantech going to come from? Venture capitalirkeepdabs on
chemical and engineering labs at some of thetlh&S. universities as potential sources of new cleantech companies. This ranking from The
Cleantech Group identifies the 10 U.S. academic institutions best suited take part in the pipeline of collaboration sé&sisimeversities,

state initiatives, nvestors and research dollars leading to commercially viable product. The University of Texas at Austin is a histarical leade
energy innovation, R&D and teaching. UT is using its leadership of the conventional energy industry as a launchinghtiadddrleadership

in the cleantech revolution. The inventor of the lithiion battery, John Goodenough, is a professomethanical engineering at UT. The
university also is a leader in algae based biofuels. UT is a part of a multimillion dollar-EpaR$tked project to produce jet fuels from algae.

UT Austin was also awarded $35 million in research on carbon sequestration by the Department of Energy. Notable clezniecmshide:
ActaCell, Advanced Hydro, Graphene Energy, Organic Fuels, anediiSspar(The Cleantech Groyfi/4/10)

Austin is 9*" Easiest City to Find a Job.

Jobsearchengintuj u. com’” s Job Sanks bOcntajorBiiies based ardtimurgber lofrutemployed in a metro area vs. the
number of jobs available. According to the index, Austin has 4 unemployed individuals per advertized job. No. 1 rankedow hski2
unemployed per job.Juju.com 1/10)
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2009 RANKINGS

Austin Most Secure Large Metro.

The Central Texas area is the most secure U.S. community among large metro areas (population of 500,0@0)an gvhith to live. The

ranking took into consideration crime statistics, extreme weather, risk of natural disasters, housing depreciation, f@agctisquality,

terrorist threats, environmental hazards, life expectancy and job loss numbers. Auistal, was 15th among large metropolitan areas in the

2008 Farmers study, “is a center for technology and bcongpaneess and i s
Such Fortune 500 companies as Dell, Whole Foods Market and &ee8geiconductor are headquartered there, with Austin serving as the

state capital and home to the University of Texas. A high job growth rate and minimal housing depreciation contributeg taiisg in the

s t u dFarmeérs Inisurance Grouh2/18/09)

Austin 7*" on list of Cities with the Best Water.

The Environmental Working Group recently release@dtbase of water quality for cities with 250,000 people or more and Austin rariked 7
best of 100 cities. EWG rated big city (population over 250,000) water utilities based on three factors: the total nurhbaricéls detected

since 2004; the percentge of chemicals found of those tested; and the highest average level for an individual pollutant, relative to legal limits
or national average amounts, including for the most common pollutants (disinfection byproducts, nitrate and arBemio)n(mental Working
Group 12/12/09)

Texas ranked as Top State for Entrepreneurs.

The Small Business and Entrepreneurial Council ranked Texas in the top three states for small business and entrepretieir Shigail
Business Survival Index 2009. The index intends to help business owners and investors understand the public policyacediens pl
entrepreneurship and small business, with the states ranked accordingly. The factors included in the indexarekjdetious regulatory

costs, government spending, property rights, heal th s@veingthabd ener gy
we've fostered an environment that encesesaged peealte jobpuitsilexabelrc
said. “This index is further proof that our cons eredumatedwakfoftd scal prir

have made Texas the best state in the nation to build a businea n d ¢ r Sraall Business & £ntréprefeurship Coyid@l1/09)

Austin No. 5 Lowest Crime Rate.

Austin, Texas has the fifth lowest crime rate ranking among 34 U.S. cities with 560/80€ populationC Q P r e s2610 cridié@rated
rankings are calculated using six crime categories: murder, rape, robbery, aggravated assault, burglary, and motorefeli@@ Bress
11/25/09)

Austin ranked 17 Fittest City.

Austin came in at 17 adfdnydrg’' CAdif/iRidal fsaotteisngcowt esf imaj or metros into
lists. The survey used a wide range of iattics. The ones that Austin scored A ordh included fitness centers & sport stores, sports

participation, air quality, commuting, city recreation facilities, access to healthcare, and motivatiény(Q & , CIX26/§98 & &

Austin metro ranked 3" among Fastest Recovering Cities.

Texas’' four major me t-recovringaities nationwidehaecorting forbesmayazined ariteseasked Omaha first, San

Antonio second, and Austthird, with DallasFort Worth and Houston coming in sixth and eighth, respectively. Diversified industry and

relatively stable housing give residents in these metros a measure of economic s¢mizgs anked the country’s 100 | arg
accordingteeach area’s unemployment rate, as well as forecl derhes es, gross
11/19/09)

Austin No. 1 on Milken Institute Best Performing Cities Index.

Leaders in the 2009 index, which ranks the 200 largest U.S. metros based on their ability to create and sustain joltisy tifgahsbeing

produced, and overall economic performance, are atnws that succeeded in avoiding the worst of economic declines driven by falling

housing markets and job losses in manufacturing and global trade. The authors aim for the index, which they have beexy gindedi999,

to provide a tool for understandln consumer mar kets and business expansion opportunitie
determine which regions present the lowest ridlhe index balances recent performance with that of the latege&r period, in order to

adjust for the exteme variations in business cycléaistin is one of only two metros to make top 10 showings for job growth over both the

recent and the londerm views.The unique combination of stability afforded by being the state capital and home to a major research

university, plus the dynamism of a thriving technology cluster and professional services sector, are cited as the sedretafAus st el | ar suc
It is the first metro to ever be ranked number one twice on the index, the last time being in 200&n( Institute 11/11/09)
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Austin ranked as 4" Least Toxic City.

To determine which cities are most toxigrbedooked at the country's 4argest metropolitan areas in the country using data from the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agendyorbescounted the number of facilities that reported releasing toxins into the environment, the total pounds
of certain toxic chemicals released into the avater and earth, the days per year that air pollution was above healthy levels, and the number
of times the EPA has responded to reports of a potentially hazardous environmental incident or site in each metro acgzeb gityn Forbes
11/6/09)

Texas No. 2 in State Business Climate Ranking & No. 1 in Corporate Survey.

Fifty percent ofSite Selectioma ga zi ne’ s a n n u ankingltames frone sssarvey dskinmeotperaterdecisiakers to rank their
top 10 states for ease of doing business. For the third consecutive year, Texas has topped that poll of more than 1Ghtesjpbrdnly

thing keeping the state from topping firsinked North Carolina is, paradoxically, its large and rapidly growing population, since per capita
calculations govern other elements of the ranking. Then again . . . the editors note that the relatively robust pictuesiis Tepresented, by

thosever y popul ation trends. Texas' natural resources, hitaeh tech firms,
economy to outperform the rest of the country so far in this recession and low cost of entry coming into Texas as a aréwmrcstnpany is
noted to be one of t(&iteSetedtigtl/9) s big selling points.

Austin No. 2 Strongest Metro Economy.

Business Weekvith data from theBrookings Institutionranked the nation's top 40 economies based growth trends in employment,
unemployment, gross metropolitan product, and home prices. Austin, ateighcenter and home to the University Béxas, ranked"2for

both employment and GMP growth performance. Austin ranketfbé change in unemployment (the unemployment rate in June was 7.1%,
up 2.6 points from a year earlier) and™8n home price change (Home prices grew 2.5% in the secoaides) compared with the same period
a year earlier).Business Wegl 0/26/09)

Austin 2009 No. 15 Safest City.

To determine the list of America's sat cities,Forbedooked at the country's 40 largest metropolitan statistical areas across four categories of
danger. They considered 2008 workplace death rates from the Bureau of Labor Statistics; 2008 traffic death rates froiongleHigtway

Traffic Safety Administration; and natural disaster risk, using rankings from green living site SustainLdfaricesalso looked at violent

crime rates from the FBI's 2008 uniform crime rep{fforbes 10/26/09)

Austin ranked 11" Best Place to Raise a Family.

The editors ofChildren's Healtwant ed t o fi nd wher e i n—cdemmsuniiesthat goeasafes nuituting, stimdlaiagl s ar e met
and eonomically sound and neighborhoods where parents raise children with shared values on education, health and fitnesfpcdineern

environment.The analysis ranked 100 noteworthy American cities scattered across the country according to more th&orS8éhtgarents

deem vitally important, including crime and safety, education, economics, housing, cultural attractions, and health.|&cestiri ) among

the cities that best complemented family lifg. K A f R NB y120/09) S| £ (i K

Texas ranks No. 2 in tech exports in 2008.

Texast ehh goixports were $39.8 billion in 2008, up Hd7nantilémon,se®comdd
|l argest “cyberstate” i n t erTehAnwica Roundatidepott. &he btudg lsoged at manufacaromgad r di ng t o a
computers and peripheral equipment, communications equipment, consumer electronics, electronioreemg semiconductors, industrial

electronics, electromedical equipment and photonics. Texas is the leading exporter of communications equipment and picelectro

componentslt is second in computers and peripheral equipment exports and semiconductortexpightech exports supported more than

1 million U.S. jobs and Texas led the nation in the number of jobs supported biebigbxports in 2008, with some 253,600 jobs.

(TechAmerica Foundatioti0/20/09)

Austin named one of 79 metros Where the Recession has Ended.

October is the first month this year when any metr o géattha has moved f
economy grew from six months earlier. Out @&43metro areas in the nation, 79 are in recovery, according to the August data on jobs,
manufacturing and housing. Another 270 areas have a “averdeasati ng r eceée

earlier. Amongthe 79 inrecower, seven of them are i n MENBELHAMS/09)( Moody' s Economy.com &

Austin ranked 8" Best Place to Launch a Business.

Austin is 8 among large places with all tHeaturesentrepreneurs need to thrivegrowing economies, affordable workers, stathousing

markets, low crimeEntrepreneurial ventures and small businesses have thrived in Austin, which has a number of angel investment groups that
focus on startup busisses. The state capital, like the rest of Texas, is known for its bufiieestly tax structure—no state personal income

tax, no corporate income taxand support for business development, particularly in the technology sether Austin metro area, wth has

doubled its population growth in the last 20 years, is often used as a test market by national companies because itsdatg@aopulation

reflects the nation's future demographic mix. With University of Texas college students in residerareatloéfers entrepreneurial

opportunities for the youth market and skilled workers for local businessesti@mnkof the area's payroll is related to technology jobs,

contributing to Austin's reputation for having one of the most educated workforceseimétion.While the summers can be scorchers,
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residents enjoy outdoor activities yeasund. Austin is home to a vibrant music, film, theater and arts community, and is known for its annual
SXSW and Austin City Limits music festiy@&N Money10/14/09)

Austin No. 1 Healthiest Housing Market.

Austin happens to be the only market Boildet s | i st of the 75 | argest home thyuHomelpricesy mar ket s
which rose in 2008, finally declined this yedhey are down 4.6% through Septembeas this Texas metro ended a long run of employment

growth and lost some jobs. But its population has expanded by 4.3% during the first half of 200%hehichadd housing demand and help

firm up home pricingunemployment in this progressive city is significantly below the national average. Austin continues to draw population

with its low cost of living, inexpensive housing, and waveather climate. Builder 10/6/09)

Texas & Austin among Most Popular Places Where Americans would Choose to Live.
The Lone Star State is one of the most attiize in the nation, according to the latest annual Harris poll. Texas came in at No. 4 on the poll that

looked at where people want to live. The top 3 states w@edifornia, Florida, Hawaii “ The most popul ar states and ci
ofpeod e would |Iike to |live tend to attract tourists andlelkeustakmess, ” ac
vacations and where companies | i ke mosbpopularvcites thahpeapkwould ¢chdosedoelige inomd f act or i

nearAustin comes in at Il The top 5 cities are New York, Denver, San Francisco, San Diego and Baatgelnteractive 10/5/09)

Austin ranked as No. 1 Job Market.

No section of the country has been i mmune to the r eycfexasswhichn’' s r avage:
includes four of America’s fi v ejounald/Porfdid.com stubyoThe founTexaenmarkets, Austic, 8andi ng t o
Antonio, Houston and Dallg=ort Worth each have fewer privatector jobs than a year ago. The Texas markets, despite their recent losses,

still have 589,500 more jobs than they did a ftade ago. That works out to a fiyear growth rate of 108 comparedo the national

decline of 0.7%ver the same period Portfolio.com 10/2/09)

Austin ranked 5" Youth Magnet City.

TheWall Street Journalsked a panel of demographers, economists, geographers and authors on urban issues which 10 cities will emerge as
the hottest, hippest destinations forighly mobile, educated workers in their 20s when the U.S. economy gets moving again. Where young
adults settle is no small thing. People 18 to 29 are the most mobile age group, and their past migration patterns had¢haefiriare of

regions, from thdong rural exodus of the 1900s to the Silicon Valley boom of the 1990s.-W@gthet cities gain an enviable cultural allure

and a labormarket edge. Austin was chosen as tffeb®st youth magnet city in the U.S. A state capital and the site of a bigrsityvof Texas
campus, Austin has become a gathering place for-tantd artsminded young adults. The city has significant kgh, computer and

electronics sectors, helping make it a model for a thriving-2éstury knowledgebased community. Its SMSmedia and arts conference and

its Austin City Limits music festival draw hundreds of thousands of visitors each year. The cost of living is well betmliurtidot spots.

(Wall Street Journab/30/09)

Texas places 1% for Economic Climate in Best States for Business Ranking.

Forbeganks all 50 states based on costs, labor supply, regulatory environment, current economic climate, growth prosppecditsraf life.
Business costs, which include labor, energy and taxes are weighted the most heavily. Texas ranks No. 1 in the landefcormveialclimate
and third for growth potentialTexas ranking overall i §Forbes 9/23/09)

Austin among Best Performing Metro Economies.

Austin and San Antonio will be the first two U.S. cities to recover from the recession, according to a new natiorsilfforad&lS Global
Insight. The forecast from the Lexington, Mass. economic research firm suggests the two Texas cities will bounce hagfetretiession job
levels sometime next yearAgstin Business Journ&/15/09)

Austin school district is 8" Largest Green Power Purchaser.

The Environmental Protection Agency reports that the Austin school district is the eighth largest purchaser of green pmgealldthSocal

government entitessand t he only public school di strict TheaTopg 20 kocah@oveinmentliin t he E|
represents the largest purchasers among local government partners within the Green Power Partnership. The combined green powe

purchases of these organizations are equivalent to the electricity needed to power more th200&¥erage American homes annually.

(Environmental Protection Agenc9/9/09)

Austin among 15 Coolest North American Cities.

From mountains to majestyMSNTravel aimed to collettie 15 cities where visitors enjoy a diversity of attractions and vibradreyous for
TexMex food and its eclectic music scene, busthagtinis also the capital of the Lone Star state. Many visitors find itsboladtt atmosphere
especially appealingMSN Travel9/8/09)

Austin among Best College Towns.

Cities recognized on this list put together by Bing Travebatie home to a major ct#ge and feature outstanding potential for visitors

A u s tGapitol suilding, just a mile from the University of Texas at Austin, is the langestih e count r,po—yBoaot bahlkeverbifgnd
football experi ence t osarepractchlly &Jdligian,andthe peogatchiny & anlevent inlitself. Austin is also
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home to North Ame tkiownecolmy of wbargbats, which likedto Harey ®ut under the Congress Avenue Bridge downtown.
(MSN Travel9/4/09)

Austin ranked 4" among Best U.S. Cities To Earn A Living.

For the exasperated jobeeker to whom employment opportunities seem bleaker than evevasiah may lie in the Lone Star State. When
taking into account the cost of living, strength of industry, economists' predictions for the future state of employmeaot emai;se, salary,
Austin is of the best U.S. cities in which to take home a paycliemthes 9/3/09)

Austin one of 3 metros showing signs of Full Recovery from the Recession.

The Brookings Institutliyyn’isntMernaotMowne tlmar o metaemquafr ttehe heal th of Ame
It examines trends in metropolitahe vel empl oyment, output, and housing conditions to |
statistics to portray the diverse etropolitan trajectories of recession and recovery across the country. Besides Austin, McAllen and

Washington are the other most recovered metr@@rookings Institution9/09)

Austin ranked 6th “Next City.”

Next Generation Consulting (NGC) has made a discovery: Young knowledge wgrttexs\shere they liveds more important than where

they work and cities that can attract and retain these highly mobile young knowledge warke wi | | reap economic gains. N
with the assets and amenities that attract and retain a young, educated work force. They have bustling city centers, meatjtstidehoods,

diverse career opportunities, and vibrant art and music sceBased on surveys of what is important to young professidnatsoosing where

tolive¢, NGC assembled data on 44 indicators related to isralues including
health/vitality, places to go and this to do after work and on weekends, educational opportunities, mobility, and social cApiséih ranks

6" among large cities have the assets and amenities that the next generation of knowledge workeréArelu®evelopmenugSep09)

Austin among Top 10 Cities for Hispanics.

From the 100 largest cities in the countHispanianagazine identified the metropolises come closestta | f i | | i ng t he editors
community ideals: Hispanic population is thriving, unemployment is low to average, the cost of living in manageablareaginastive part

of city leadership, environmental issues are on the city agenda, resolarceispanic entrepreneurs are available, and the arts, media and

cultural institutions serve the community. With its woitthss academic, scientific and artistic communities, there is a lot to admire in this

Texas capital. As the home of the Universityfexas at Austin, the city attracts scholars from all over the world to take part in gtrealling

work in everything from astronomy to filmmaking. As the Live Music Capital of the World, Austin has developed a reputatiecees for
musiciansswhosng i n English, Spanish and more. |It’'s also home to a renowne
relatively low unemployment rate, manageable home prices and a heatth and environmentally conscientious lifestyle add to theegbp

(Hispani¢ AugSep/09)

W

Austin Energy named nation’s No. 2 Smartest Grid.

Intelligent Utilitymagazi ne and | DC Ener gy | nsi”ghrtast ignagv eb afsuesdt i onn Erneevregnyu ea p‘enre aer mjx
renewabl e energy such as wind and solar; energy ef famplg @ilitesyo, t echnol c
automatically detect a power outage and reroute electricityntmimize it. Austin Energy expects to finish installing this month nearly 400,000

smart meters across the city. The city is also planning to spend about $230 million over the next five years on otheclsnoéogies.|DC

Energy Insights8/26/09)

Austin named the Top City for Your Career.

SalesHQam put Austin at the top othis list because of its robust projected growth asme of the lowest changes in unemployment ratecein
the onset of the recession. Austin has enjoyed a recent explosion otdtgrentrepreneurism, and its two largest employershe state
government and the University of Texasare expected to add a couple thousand jobs this yEZales HQ8/25/09)

Austin No. 3 on list of Top 10 Cities for Live Music.

The Society of American Travel Writers (SATW)stsandphetograghers$, tecestly | ar gest
polled its members to come up with the “Top 10" besdsupeadelitidus Amer i can
and inexpensive barbecue, sit outdoors at a picnic table and hear decemédivat no additional chargét is also noted that durinthe yearly

South by Southwest (SXSW) Music Festival nearly the entire city becomes a music venue ferfauwerdds of live showsach day make

Austinjust as fun for locals as for industry execai(SATW 8/25/09)

Austin Least Stressful Metropolitan Area.
Austin ranks as the least stressful of thex t 140 largest metropolitan statistical aredshas a yeapveryear median homeorice drop of
only 1%, and an unemployment rate of 7.1% as of June. It also had the lowest population deodigs 8/20/09)

Texas ranked No. 2 for Cleantech.

Texas has been ranked second among cleantech states because of its wind farm teciihelogp s boasts t he worl d’s | arge
generates more electricity from wind thamy other state. Moreover, Texas attracted more than $716 million in cleamtsated venture

capital funds between 2006 and 20(8leantech GroupB/17/09)

Page |56
www.austinchamber.com/sitselection/businesglimate/austinin-the-news.php
Austin Chamber of Commerées35 East 8 Streetd Austin, Texas 78701 Ph. 512.478.9388 austinchamber.com


http://www.austinchamber.com/site-selection/business-climate/austin-in-the-news.php
http://guides.travel.msn.com/Guides/MSNTravelSlideShow.aspx?cp-documentid=1088261&imageindex=1
http://www.forbes.com/2009/09/03/careers-job-growth-lifestyle-real-estate-earn-a-living.html
http://www.brookings.edu/reports/2009/06_metro_monitor.aspx
http://www.areadevelopment.com/siteSelection/august09/next-generation-cities-knowledge-workers.shtml
http://www.hispaniconline.com/HispanicMag/2009_08-09/Features-Cities.htm
http://www.idc.com/EI/getdoc.jsp?containerId=prUS21982609
http://www.idc.com/EI/getdoc.jsp?containerId=prUS21982609
http://www.saleshq.com/news/articles/2130-top-25-cities-for-your-career
http://www.satw.org/admin/detail_news.asp?id=739&parent=15&SId=26&ChaptId=&Type
http://www.forbes.com/2009/08/20/stress-unemployment-homes-lifestyle-real-estate-home-values-stressful-cities.html
http://www.cleantech.com/news/4845/top-10-us-states-cleantech-2009

\ Austin AUSTIN IN THE NEWS
Chamber 2010-2014

Austin No. 2 Best City for Working Moms.

ForbesWoman's first ever list of the "Best Cities for Working Mothers," ranks Austin second, just behind New YorktGdy that sxamined

the 50 | argest cities in the U.S. i'nDhemoensamwa nnumer dheicorcdhiod erea toif o ras
writer Heidi Brown. “We based our rankings on the preandsafety,t hat di f f e
mothers who work want a city which offers plentiful jobs,ph s al ari es and abundant daycare options.”
as Nos. 1 and 2 of the same list? Austin does have a reputation for offering a high quality of living for all age grieps Ytouk is a

playground for grownups, not a setuary for kids and their moms, right? Answer: Austin and New York each shine in different categories of

what a working (or joiseeking) ForbesWoman reader wants in her city of chéioebessays Austin offers loads of reasons for scoring second

on this Ist. Austin parents love their schools. The city's unemployment, at 6.1%, is one of the lowest of the cities on treNstvLYlbork, it

also boasts plenty of outdoor places for the kids to work off steam. Both cities score high for plentiful cldlgcare ons. Austin’s massi
Parkand Town Lake, which dominates the city, is a yeand resource for recreation and education. Professional moms have their pick of

career paths, including academics at the University of Texas, state governmengaadhboultfits like Dell and Samsui@igorbes 8/4/09)

Austin a Top 10 Start-Up City.

Entrepreneuranks Austin among 10 citilsat embody the entrepreneurial spirit. These cities are characterized by an openness and energy

that permeates the whole culture, an infectious enthusiasm throughout the douaihess community, and a faith that any problem can be

overcome through dedication@n s mart deci si ons. T hfdendlyxitiea addresses issuek suchlas gavernnients i ne s s
incentives, population growth, affordability of commercial rents and openness to new ieispreneuc al | s Ausfpioh | it mat Decross
amongthetp 10 cities. "Theoretically, people here are competing, but th
Austin toldEntrepreneur “ Part of that Texas ethos has percolated iemt owvet he "entr ey
(Entrepreneur8/09)

Austin No. 11 for Volunteering.

Austin has tthighest mata forivaluntéess, withimore than 30.7% of the populationadimy their time over a yeaong period. In

Austin, residents contributed an average of 42.6 savicehowreperhour s and
resident ranks 9 out of 51 large cities. Nationally, the volunteate was 26.2%, with 60.8 million Americans giving 8.1 billion hours of

volunteer service worth $158 billion. Texas was 36th among the 50 states and Washington D.C. with 25.2% of all residertingolu

(Corporation for Nationa& Community Serviger/28/09)

Austin 11" Best City for Singles.

From March's annual South by Southwest music, film and media festival to the city'greweng creative communitgf artists, musicians and
designers, Austin ranks high on the coolness scale. It also gets points for job growth; the number of jobs in thenciyasél by 17.5% over
the next five yearsForbes 7/27/09)

Austin named one of 23 Cities Where the Recession is Moderating.
The economy may finally be nearing the bot tdiogto theflatest Adeersitydndexdagai on i n 2 :

on jobs, manufacturing and housi ngAlftrhooru gMo ondoyt’ sa Escionngolney . nceotnt oa nadr emes nit
recovery,” 23 out of 381 showed a “moderating” recessdhseanier meani ng t}
(msnbc.com 7/17/09)

Austin is the No. 3 Best City for High-Paying jobs.

Forbebases this |list on trends in “busi nedosintherhigh wageedommsbamploymentin ser vi ces”
other sectors that pay their employees well, such as technology and manufacturing, have remained stagnant or even fallsmédse

services sector, on the other hand, seems to have weathered the curreggsien better than other higlwvage sectorsl.ooking at both short

term and long run growth trend$;orbesound Austinto bethe No. 3 business services hot spatowing theWashington and Northern

Virginia metros. Aust i thtivenotoalgduring teeccarnen recgssibnast also overtthie lasi decHue local

economy is governed by technology. Major industries include wireless technologies, semiconductors and software; Dellicatéshme.

The number of major corporationis this region provides many job opportunities in the professional and business services $artues(

7/14/09)

Austin is near the top for Most Job Postings Per Capita.

Austin’s job market is one of oh,jbbeostngssper capitromtinieed.coro, amonlinejob pastmgs ed on new
service. Austin had 56 job postings per 1,000 residents in the second quaeking it the # healthiest bigcity job market in the country, the

company said. That was up from &flace ranking in the first quarter. Washington remained the top market, with 133 postings per 1,000

residents, followed by Baltimore (90) and SaseJ(80). Dallas ranked 20San Antonio was 23 and Houston was 34

(USNews.cortindeedcom, 7/10/09)
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Austin is 2" most affordable city in Forbes Best Cities for Families.

Austin places among thE) mostfamily-friendly cities inForbes assessment of the best and worst cities
largest metropolitan aras.Forbesused the Economic Policy Institute's Basic Family Budget Calculator to determine what families of various

sizes around the country spend, based on the combined costs of essentials like housing, child care, food drtetenagazinealculatedthe

budget for a tweparent, two-child family for each city, then divided the results into the annual income for gpavent family with minor

children in that city, as reported for 2007 by the U.S. Census Bureau. Austin was the second most afftydabtaeliist, helped in part, by

Texas lack of an income tax. For Austin,rtteglian family income is $66,064, the average family budget is $47,238, and budget as percent of

income is 72% Horbes6/29/09)

Austin is the 3rd Strongest Metro Economy in the Country.

The Brookings Institution’s inaugural release of MeanAmohoand t or i dentii
Oklahoma City placetand 29 and Houston, Dallas and McAllen follow Austin on theNgtroMonitor is a quarterly, interactive barometer

of the health of America’s 100 | argest met ropopta-evetirgicators cgardiogni e s . Met r c
changes in employment, wages, output, and housing conditions. It aims to enhance understanding of the particular pladestaied that

drive national economic trends. A | | metropol itan aodfeatshiag er deedsingn,t hleuteftflreetdi stress
Alan Berube, research director of the Metropolitan Policy Program at Brookingsendidohor of t he report. “While som
have experienced only a shallow downturn, andynba emerging from the recession already, people living in metro areas that are now
performing weakest economically shoul(Brookingelmstéutre 6/160% msel ves for a | onc

Austin ranked Best City for Recession Recovery.

Forbesnamed the Austin metro as the best poised for recovery in its list of the 10 U.S. cities poised for a rebound (and itrsevii€hcit long

slog ahead). Many Texas cities are poised¥aft recovery according tBorbes Texas’' economy is diverse, with h
education and health care in recent years and did not see the massive real estate bubble that formed in states likeQédif@da and

Florida.Forbes  asis alsoyshows the importance of a city's economic mgkeCities with robust technology sectors are poised for stronger
recoveries than manufacturing or finance centers. Awsstaien’s diverse e
government, has kept the economy strorigprbesexamined estimates from data provider Moody's Economy.com of the projected gross

domestic product of metropolitan areas across the U.S., as well as unemployment figures from the Bureau of Labor &thkistios prices,

incomes and affordability data from the National Association of Home Buildrees 6/10/09)

Austin one of U.S. News10 Best Places to Live.

In selecting its Best Places to Live for 200%. New$ook a thrift-conscious approach, looking for affordable communities that have strong
economies and plenty of fun things to do. The cities selected are as distinct as Amefieaésging from a quaint suburb to a lieusic

mecca. If you're a free spirit, music junkie, or barbecue lexarif you simply have what it takes to "keep Austin weirdl’'exas's state capital

is for you. Considered ground zero for live music, this ciBi6f000 residents is home to legions of musicians and nearly 200 performance
venues. In addition, Austin hosts the always popular South by Southwest festival. Since its inception in 1987, the ewesttrbamed from a
local gathering to a 1,808Band, 8Gstage extravaganza of music, filmmaking, and interactive activities featuring performers from all over the
world. The city's warm climate offers plenty of sunshine, while the open green spaces don't provide any excuse for stayind\intoois.

also ahighttech hub, with companies like Dell and IBM, which employ thousands of residéBisde(vs.con©/8/09)

Austin ranked in the Top 20 High Tech Metropolitan Areas.

b2 NI K ! Y S-RekhEcanamy: ITHe B&ography of Knowldiged Industriesanked the top higktech centers in the U.S., Canada and

Mexico in their ability to grow and sustain thriving higith industriesThere are 19 individudligh tech industries included in the analysis and

metros are scored based on both the concentration ofgatedlathnol ogy i n t
American hightechactvithust i n’ s tot al h ithgt ithe higtech indusry i® 80% thoreBconsemtat@dsin Austin than in

North America overallAustin placed 20and San Jose and Seattle afeahd 2 respectively (Milken Institutg 6/2/09)

Texas Ranked No. 1 For Business.

Texas has been named the country's No. 1 state for business once again, this Binechyrship a publication that caters to corporate

boardroom leadersTexas abbed the No. 1 spot due to its ability to attract Fortune 500 companies, its solid economy, affordable cost of living

and its prebusiness tax climate. The magazine names major corporate relocations and expasssionrsh as Comerica’'s move fro
Dal |l as, Caterpillar's decision to build a new assemblopickpp ant in Segu
stakes and move from its longtime home in Mount&iaw, California to Austir-among the reasons for Texas' rankirgiréctorship 6/1/09)

Austin projected to be among 5 Fastest Growing Metros.

Bi zjournals is issuing its own popul ati on pngasjfacabhdad as A025. Bizpurnalskhe nat i or
analyzed recent countpy-county growth patterns within each state, and then used that information to predict metropolitan growth at five

year intervals between 2005 and 2025. Seven metros currently in the top S@imbl at least five places, led by Austin. Raleigh barely missed

the top 50 in 2005, ranking81 n met ropol i tan popul ation. l't’s projected to reach 38t
mat ch Ral ei gh’ s u p 20yeadspamalinbirigil3 nptchdsudrom 38tly to 25th.eSix metros including Austin and Raleigh will

grow by more than 80% between 2005 and 2025. Bi zjour maTmiliopinoj ects Al
2025. pizjournals 6/01/09)
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Austin ranks 9*" on American Fitness Index.

Austin ranked ninth for health anTheWestermUnited Statemdomigated ttge10,iwgthtonlyo n* s 50 | ar
three cities lying east of the Mississippi Ri&roring for the indereflects a composite of preventive health behaviors, levels of chronic disease

conditions, health care access, as well as community resources and policies that ginys@al activity. Austin's strengths included lower

percentages of population with chronic health problems, lower death rates due to certain diseases, lower unemploymeet,ceigtage of

parkland, swimming pools and dog parks per capita, and higtaée requirements for PE classe&mierican College Sports Medicjri#26/09)

Austin the nation’s Best City for a Fresh Start

Austin & the best city in America to get a fresh start, according to a new report from Relocation.com. The online moving marketgdce
Austin No. 1 on its list of the best cities to start over and seek out new economic opportunities. Relocation.com tsémiving elements to
create its list: city "popularity" based on consumer requests for moving quotes to move to that city, ecagromib prospects, home
affordability, and the strength of a community as reflected by volunteerism rates. Austin achievéaptspot with its high ranking on each of
those criteria.Buoyed by a vibrant tech community and anchored by government institutions such as the University of Texas and the state
capitol, Austin ranked in the top 10 for popularity, job growth and itsineerism rate, and a higher ranking for home affordability.
(Relocation.com5/21/09)

Austin ranked 11" Best City for the Outdoors.

With the emphasis on mild weather and plént park land Forbesused researclon the 40 largest citieBom the nonprofit organization Trust

for Public Land, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) and the Environmental Protection Agencg (ER#)fcFh
Public Land providedata on spending and park land, which it collected from city municipalities. Data on the weather were collected from
historic averages maintained by NOA#&rbedooked at air quality in each city's county seat between 2000 and 2007 and averaged thernumb
of unhealthy days during that time. Cities that topped the list offer residents a mix of outdoor activities, including dongataening, access

to urban forests and miles of hiking trailsofbes 5/12/09)

Austin no. 7 Tech Center.

With a hightech workforce of more than 54,500, Austinrankso’n  bi zj ournal s’ 1list of the nation's bigg
home to over 2,660 techompanies, which employ an average of 20 employees each. Austin also has a relatively educated-pafértact

residents have a master's degree or higher. State government and the University of Texas also help make Austin a dynearkettech
(bizjournals.com5/11/09)

Austin Chosen as one of Top 20 Places to Thrive.

BestBoomerTowns.com has chosen Austin, Texas as one of its top places in the U.S. to thrive in retirement. Fadtdcsdaksideration
were quality of life, cost of living, education and workforce development, weather, healthcare and entertainBestBgomerTowns.com
5/7/09)

Austin Best Bargain City in the U.S.

To cetermine which U.S. cities are the best bargaifmrbedooked at the country's 50 largest U.S. metropolitan statistical areas and
metropolitan divisions. Austin earned high marks across the board. "They have thenhiatemy of being a university town,state capital
and a technology center," said Al Lee, director of quantitative analysis at PayScale.com, a salary data aggregatoehtked linn$akes for
a very robust economy and a great place for people to woHotes 5/09)

Austin named one of the 10 Best Cities of 2009.

Austin rankNo.8onY A LJt A Yy ISND A& ' tsS N2 Blefs t CICY It YRR I dsiletBddddsitowns dfferirsy soliceeaplayment
opportunities and the talent to create new, wglaying positionsWhile most cities around the country posted job layoffs in the past year,
Austin added 3,300 jobs, the biggest bump in the country. The increase cavbredd swath, from professional services, education and
hospitality to health care and government. Gains in those sectors more than offset losses in manufacturirgthoddfithe unemployment
rate in the area has crept ufKiplinger.com5/09)

Texas one of Top 7 Tax-free Havens.

Starting a company in one of these busin&#ndly locations can save proprietors big bucks: these 7 states lmaalividual income tax, and
some have no corporate income taddthough petroleum refining is one of Texas' primary industries, the state's economy relies on a wide
variety of fields, including manufacturing, agriculture and aerospace. Exxon and Citgadgriartered in Texas, as are Dell, Texas
Instruments, Raytheon and Mary Kay. Manufacturers produce clothing, chemical products, food, automobiles, computers aRedamiotlg,
the governor's office identifie@ industries in which Texas wants to proradtiture growth: advanced technologies and manufacturing,
aerospace and defense, biotech and life sciences, IT and computers, oil refining and chemical products, and energyencleningy
sources such as wind. The government is cultivating thegersday connecting businesses with federal and private grants, providing state
funds for research, and increasing job training progra@siNMamey.com 5/09)
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Austin named no. 1 Big City for Jobs.

Of the 10 large cities with the best employment prospects, Austin is the leader. Job growth between 2004 and 2008 wa@g Wh&8p-

and even between 2007 and 2008, overall growth remained irbthek. Austin also was named the Iest city for jobs in the overall ranking.

Seven out of the top 10 cities on that list are in Texas, proving that Texas is the place to be for busines#ums#8Gdmped 13 spots up the

list thisyear fromlastyea’ s over al | Auwtntkdrn gl ool Noat kli9n notes “ Undegravingatydi ng what
tick can tell us much about what urban growth will look like in the coming decades. Austin's success is not surprisimgnsingeyaysit

starts on third base. Two of its greatest assets result from the luck of the draw; it's both a state capital and hom¢oiorasearch

uni v e Farbeg4§12/09; alsodNew Geography4/15/09)

Texas is Tops in Production of Wind Power.

Yearend numbers for 2008 show Texas leadinginwimpaci ty (with 7,118 MW) and | argest wind far
Texas once again installed the largest amount ef papacity in 2008-2,671 MW—moving it into a league of its own. More new wind capacity

was added in Texas during theayehan in any country except China and the U.S. If Texas were a country, it would rank sixth in the world,

behind Germany, the rest of the U.S., Spain, China, and |Admerican Wind Energy Associatj@i13/09)

UT's McCombs ranks 18" among nation's Best Business Schools.

According tdJ.S. News & World Repp82.4% of McCombs' 2008 graduates were employedifodl as of graduation. And for Texas students
McCombs' irstate tuition of $24,200 a year is a relative bargain compared with the $4@06@p annual tuition among many of the other

top business schools. Other schools in Texas to rank highly were Texas A&MRB&rt)niversity38th), SouthernMethodist Universityn

Dallas (47th) and th&niversity of TexaBallas(49th). U.S. News surveyed 426 MBA progranfs tor mu | a t erankirygiofdop pusireess’ s
schools(U.S. News & World Repp#/12/09)

Texas ranks 13" Happiest State.

The Happiness Index, which looks at household income, debt, employment and foreclosures, is a fresh take on the oldviiseryirediex,
made pular in the 1970s and is all about which states are best weathering the current economic storm. Nebraska tops theed, gl
lowa and Kansas. Texas is ranked NoTh8 Lone Star State avoided extreme high or low rankings in any one categ@awghiewvied better
than average ratings in debt and unemployment. Oregon is ranked No. 51 on the Happiness Index, putting it in ldgigistest.com,
4/6/09)

Austin is a City of the Future.

fDiMagazine s North American Cities of the Future 2009/10 shortlists, whi
collection of nearly 400 North American cities, ranks Austin No. Biléts 1 to 4 are New York, Chicago, Houston and San Francisco. Seven

categories were used to determine the winners: economic potential, human resources, cost effectiveness, quality cadifiejdnire,

business friendliness and promotion strategi2iMagazineAp r i 109)Ma y

Texas is the nation's 2" Largest Cyberstate.

TheCyberstates 200&port—which details national and stateends in hightech employment, wages, and other key economic factors for all

50 states, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rishows that Texas saw the largest higbh employment gains in the nation in 2007, a
designation usually reserved for Calif@. The addition of 14,700 higkch jobs brought the industry total to 474,100 in 266fhe most

current year for which state data are available. Texas remains the séaayebt cyberstate by tech employment, behind California and ahead

of New York. Adtlonally, the hightech industry in Texas paid out $39.8 billion in payroll in 2007. The Texas average tech industry wage in 2007
was $83,908-84%higher than the state's average private sector wadechAmerica, 3/31/09

Austin comes in 2" in the top 10 Cities Where Americans are Relocating.

Unemployment is on the rise, credit is tight and consumers aren't sperdingich means they aren't picking up and moving much, either.

Veryfew places in America saw significant population growth in 2008. The plac@£ ddJisGaiedtill growing because instead of building an

economy that relies heavily on one industry, most of thesstros serve as headquarters for a diverse range of amgs. For example,

Austin's biggest employers include the University of Texas, Advanced Micro Devices and Dell. That wide range might hang teotoetvith

the area's relatively low January 2009 unemployment rate of 6FH%hesalso nodstothemetrar ea’' s t hri ving music, film
as contributing to its popularity streak=grbes 3/30/09)

Austin 8" Best Place for Business & Careers.

Forbes ranking |l ooks at the 200 | argest metropolitan arddiangcoatsyd i s base
income growth, migration trends, educational attainment, crime rates, local colleges, andatalta recreational opportunities in the area.
New criteria in this year’s rankings including pr ojoeshelpedbogstob gr owt h

several metros in the rankings, most notably Austin, Texas. Aastiked8th this year, up from 47th last year. Austin's projected annual job
growth rate of 2.3% is fifth fastest in the country, and its subprime mortgage exposure clocked in at 13th. The city rathe faharles

Schwab Corp. "The city of Austin xdremely businesériendly. They have bent over backwards to accommodate us," says Glenn Cooper, head
of real estate at Schwab, which expanded its Austin presence in 2007 when it purchased the 401(k) Co. Cooper hightiliitalthe p
environment, cultureand cost of living as draws for Schwab to Auskorifes 3/25/09)
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Texas voted Best for Business by Chief Executive
Texaswasranked No.1brhe magazine’' s | ist, based on surveys done by 543 CEOs, f
perform well in the rankings tend to have lower taxes and low rates of unioniza@tief(Executive3/25/09)

Austin & Raleigh are Fastest-Growing Metro Areas.

RaleighCary, N.C.,and Austound Rock, Tex as, -growimgenetto hreas ewvéen 2007’ asd 2008, accoeding to July

2008, population estimates for the nati on’ sS. @eadusBurpaw.lThetAastinmettoat i st i cal
saw its population climb 3.8% between July 2007 and July 2008, to 1.7 niillileigh experienced a 4.3% increase to 1.1 million. These two

large metro areas were among 47 of the 50 fas@gsiwing areas located entirgin the South or West. The Austin metro area was the location

of the sixth fastest growing county (with over 10,000 population), Williamson, as well asatikbd Hays Countf).S. Bureau of the Census

3/19/09)

Austin-Bergstrom International among Top Performing Airports.

Airports Council Internationainnouncedhe top performing airports in its Airport Service Quality Survey for 2808tin-Bergstrom
International Airport(ABIAYanked 3'in North America (the top 2 being Canadian airporsjditionally, ABIA ranked®or its size (515
million passengers) among airports around the gldBéports Council InternationaB/ 10/09)

Austin 10" Best City for Moviemakers

Each yeaMovieMakers ur veys the country to find the areamoyoboemhkebe Mhappigsetart
is on those places that offer the perfect combination of employment opportunities, reasonable costs of living, strongflifjtaffordable

home prices and, of course, financial incentives. Variables considered inclostesf living, average salary, unemployment rate, job growth,

median home price, and crime rate; as well as the number of film schools, festivals;nelatéel vendors and local movie theaters.

MovieMakerfactored in the current production scene, i.eopluction days, size of talent pool, financial incentives for shooting in a particular

area, and extra credit was given for cities doing something uridué¢ k e s p e ¢ i a lAustingsrorce agdin onefof the cities that offers

moviemakers the bestll-around chance of finding success with their art during these tough economic times.

(MovieMaker 2/18/09)

Austin named no. 2 Healthiest Housing Market for 2009.

Builder, in conjunction with Hanley Wood Market Intelligence, debuts its metric for determining markets with the best and leasipote

based on based on population trends and job growth, perennial drivers of lgppdeimand and other key factor&ustin has become the sixth

largest home building market in the last year, mainly due to job creation. While other markets lost employment, Austitid68dobs last

year, 2.36growth rate. It helps that Austin is home both a major university, The University of Texas, and the state capital. Existing homes

cost a little bit more in Austin than other Texas oRastinksernesfther oughl y
few metro areasni the country where median prices actually rose in 2628/ Amazingly, Austin now generates more home building activity

than Chicago, which has six times more peoBeilfleronline.com?2/17/09)

Austin named one of America’s Top 30 Most Wired Cities.

Since 2007Forbeshas measured cities' wired quotient by computing the percentage of Internet users wittspégd connections and the
numberof companies providing higbpeed Internet. Since many urban residents access the Internet-iywé also measure the number of
public wireless Internet hot spots in a particular city. Our formula remains the same as previous years with one exbepudition of
broadband penetration data from Scarborough Research. The change was made to complement similar data from Niels@fo@r@seom
1/22/09)

Austin named one of 15 Coolest North American Cities.

Mountains to majesty: Whether you're looking for wodthss museums, breathtaking architecture, lush parks and gardens or vibrant nightlife,
take your pick of these cities and enjoy the daity that each has to offer. Famous for Idex food and its eclectic music scene, bustling

Austin is also the capital of the Lone Star state. Many visitors find itsbladtt atmosphere especially appealindSN Travel1/22/09)

Austin named one of America’s 25 Strongest Housing Markets.

Forbesvorked withMoody's Economy.com to compile a list of the country's real estate markets thaearest to recovery. Moody's looked

at the county's Censuslefined metro areasvith populations over 500,000, and prepared forecasts through 2011. They then compared them
to prices in the second quarter of 2008, whighre the latest figures available, walculate how far prices will likely fall before reaching

bottom. Not one metro area will see prices increase before the end of this year, according to Zandi's forecasts. The strongastanetith

be flat at best-but that's better than the 15% drop Maly's expects on average in the Ul8xas markets arie the best shapeHousing values
were rising in many Lone Star State towns until oil futures collapsed and agricultural commodity prices fell. But thelbestoitriook very

deep. "Texas has the hidargestate economy in the country right now," says Mark Zandi, chief economist for Moody's Economy.com.
"Employment is slowing, but & still growing.'(Forbes1/7/09)

Texas ranks 4'" on a new list of Best States to Start a Business.
The Lone Star State won -fopousedrsaeufattwing séctarinithe gountryt, it expod sakes agH6H268&per
worker—the highes o f a ). Newsaltseo. 'ci t ed Texas’'-ghaok baxemscdme bDndtaupdtuals and
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compensation costs. The newsmagazine took a comprehensive look at the business climates for entrepreneurs in all 50tb&tiasisAfor

their report, U.S. Newsised the 2008 New State Economy Index from the Kauffman Foundation and the Information Technology and

Innovation Foundation as well as the Small Business Survival Index 2008 from the Small Business and EntreprenenrshiplCo T-exas’' four
place ranking fell behind No. 1 Washington, followed by Virginia and Colorado. Rounding out the top seven were Nevaaid, Rlietaa

(U.S. News & World Repplit/6/09)

Note: The version of these rankings on our web site and the electronic version of this M$wWeibddocument
provide direct hyperlinkéembedded in each source name)the origind items wherever available.

Page |62
www.austinchamber.com/sitselection/businesglimate/austinin-the-news.php
Austin Chamber of Commerées35 East 8 Streetd Austin, Texas 78701 Ph. 512.478.9388 austinchamber.com


http://www.austinchamber.com/site-selection/business-climate/austin-in-the-news.php
http://www.usnews.com/articles/business/small-business-entrepreneurs/2009/01/06/the-7-best-states-to-start-a-business.html

