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Purpose
If the Austin region is to participate fully in the global economy, our residents must graduate, complete a well-round-
ed course of academic study and demonstrate college and workplace readiness in math, writing and
English/Language Arts.  The Austin Independent School District Board of Trustees agrees.  They target these goals
as well as an effort to close the achievement gap between different demographic groups as part of their 2005-2010
Strategic Plan.  This Community Progress Report looks at AISD progress on these key indicators and suggests
where more rapid gains may be needed.

Findings
Austin ISD has made significant student learning gains in all performance categories across all student subpopu-
lations over the last few years.  Key indicators for employers are high school graduation, completion of a well-
rounded course of study, passing rates on TAKS exit tests and college and workplace readiness. These have all
improved—in some cases dramatically.  This is true even though the percentage of economically disadvantaged
and English language learners in the district has increased.  However, there is a long way to go when fewer than
half of our students graduate ready for college or career and achievement gaps between different groups persist.
We recommend that the district focus ever more urgently on closing the gaps between different socioeconomic and
ethnic groups, and on ensuring that a much greater percentage of our student population graduate college and
career ready.  

In the last five years, the student composition at AISD has changed significantly. The proportion of students con-
sidered economically disadvantaged because of eligibility for subsidized lunch increased by one-quarter, from 48
percent to 58 percent.  English-language learners increased by more than 20 percent in those five years, to
become 22.8 percent of the AISD student population. For AISD to continue its upward trajectory, even greater gains
will be needed with these two populations. 

High School Preparation for College and Workplace
The percentage of students who complete a well-rounded course of study and pass the TAKS exit tests are on
track. Improvement in both areas has been dramatic. However, high school graduation and college and career
readiness is far below the standard needed for today’s innovation economy.  Greater improvement is especially
needed among Hispanic and African American students. AISD recognizes this and is working on redesigning their
high schools in innovative ways they hope will meet these expectations.  

Middle School Preparation for High School
Middle school performance pales when compared with impressive elementary and high school performance gains
on TAKS tests.  Despite Austin’s national preeminence in 8th grade reading and math based on recent NAEP
(National Assessment of Educational Progress) results, assessments show African American and Hispanic student
academic performance is significantly below desired levels. Greater improvement gains are necessary to ensure
high school success.

Elementary School Preparation for Middle School
Fifth grade reading and math expectations still require progress, though the improvement curves are dramatic and
laudable.  Despite Austin’s national preeminence in 4th grade reading and math, assessments show student aca-
demic performance in some groups is significantly below desired levels.  At the 3rd grade level, student reading
performance is nearing optimum levels on TAKS objectives students must meet for promotion to the next grade.  
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High School Preparation for College and Workplace

High School Graduation
High school completion is achieved when a student graduates with a high school diploma and passes all rel-
evant exit assessments within four years after entering high school. GED recipients and students who need
longer than four years are not counted as graduating by this definition. Class of 2005 data will be available
by March 2006.

High School Completion Rate within Four Years
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High School TAKS Passage
This measure represents the percentage of students who pass all four TAKS exit tests before the end of their
12th grade year.
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Recommended/Distinguished High School Program Completion

Completion of a well-rounded curriculum such as the Recommended or Distinguished courses of study better pre-
pares a student for success in higher education and the workplace.  This measure shows the percent of all AISD
high school graduates who complete either the Recommended High School Program or the Distinguished
Achievement Plan, including special education students.

RHSP/DAP Completion
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College/Workplace Readiness

The Higher Education Readiness Component measures a student’s preparation based on the 11th grade exit level
TAKS test in math and English/Language Arts. Students are considered ready for success in higher education or the
workplace if they meet or exceed this score. This graph and table only show the percentage reaching the minimum
score on their initial TAKS test and does not include students who reach that standard through their performance on
the ACT, SAT or other measures. That measure is not publicly available at this time. 
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Middle School Preparation for High School
The National Assessment of Educational Progress was provided to a representative sample of AISD 8th grade stu-
dents for the first time in spring 2005. Students who achieved the proficiency or advanced performance level on
NAEP should have an above or on grade level comprehension of 8th grade academic knowledge and skills. AISD
students will next take the NAEP in 2007.

8th Grade NAEP Reading
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8th Grade NAEP Math
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8th Grade Reading TAKS
This measure determines the percentage of AISD 8th grade students on track in reading for high school level work.
It shows the percentage of students who met the State Board of Education’s 2005 panel recommendation on the
reading TAKS.
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White 90 94 93
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8th Grade Math TAKS
This measure determines the percentage of AISD 8th grade students who meet the panel recommendation on the
math TAKS test, which means they are on track in math as they enter high school. 
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2003    2004    2005

All  64        71       87     
AfAm 42        51       74     
Hispanic 54        62       83   
White 86        91       97     
Eco Dis* 49        57       80     
Spanish 19        33       55   
-version

Elementary School Preparation for Middle School

This measure shows the percentage of AISD elementary school students prepared for middle school math as
measured by meeting the 2005 panel recommendation on the 5th grade math TAKS. 

This measure shows the percentage of AISD elementary school students prepared for middle school reading by meet-
ing the State Board of Education’s 2005 panel recommendation on the 5th grade reading TAKS.  The Spanish version
group shows performance of students who took the Spanish language version of the 5th grade reading TAKS.
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4th Grade NAEP Reading
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4th Grade NAEP Math
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National Assessment of Educational Progress

The National Assessment of Educational Progress was given to a representative sample of AISD 4th grade stu-
dents for the first time in spring 2005.  Students who achieved the proficiency or advanced performance level on
NAEP should have a good comprehension of 4th grade-level academic knowledge and skills.  AISD students will
next take NAEP in 2007.
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This measure shows the percentage of AISD third graders who have demonstrated sufficient reading skills to meet the
assessment requirement to be promoted to fourth grade.
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3rd Grade TAKS
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This measure shows the percentage of AISD third graders who can demonstrate math skills at the level of the
panel recommendation.
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Other Measures

This measure represents the percentage of 9th to 12th grade students who are enrolled in a course that potentially
earns college-level credit, which includes “dual” credit, Advanced Placement and International Baccalaureate courses.
2005 completion data for economically disadvantaged students will not be released from TEA until December 2006.
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9th-12th Graders Completing College-Level Courses

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005

All 22.5 22.2 22.3 22.9 26.6 21.9
AfAm 12.6 12.3 11.4 11.3 16.7 14.0
Hispanic 13.1 13.2 12.4 13.2 18.5 15.1
White 34.7 34.0 35.8 34.7 37.8 31.8
EcoDis* 10.2 9.7 10.0 9.7 14.9

AISD Snapshot* (as of 12/05/2005)

Enrollment:

2005 Graduates

Percent Non-White

Percent Economically Disadvantaged

Percent English Language Learners

Campuses

Employees

05-06 Tax Rate

05-06 Operations Budget w/o state recapture

05-06 Operations Budget with state recapture

College-Level Course Completion by High School Students

81,172
3,745

72.1%
60.2%
23.6%

112
10,714

$1.623 per $100 valuation
$520 million
$666 million
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About the Greater Austin Chamber of Commerce Progress Report

This first Community Progress Report, developed and issued by the Greater Austin Chamber of Commerce Task
Force, is focused initially on AISD’s success in high school completion rates and college/workplace readiness.  It mon-
itors additional student performance indicators that predict success before high school. In subsequent years, the Task
Force will be open to partnering with additional business organizations and area school districts.

The Community Progress Report at this time does not monitor and evaluate the school district on inputs such as
spending, teacher experience, class size, public outreach and other possible indicators. The Task Force relied
mainly on data supplied from the Texas Education Agency or AISD.

The Community Progress Report does not compare AISD with other area, Texas or U.S. school districts. The
intent of this report is to compare Austin performance to our expectations, not the relative performance of other
communities. 

If you have questions, please contact Drew Scheberle, Vice President of Education and Workforce Development at
the Greater Austin Chamber of Commerce, 512.322.5628 or dscheberle@austinchamber.com.

Greater Austin Chamber of Commerce Progress Report Task Force

Susan Dawson, business volunteer, Chair
Charles Barnett, CEO, Seton Network and Chamber Vice Chair of Education and Workforce Development

—
Sheryl Cole, Cole & Powell P.C.

Gwen Crider, former Executive Director, Austin Children’s Museum
Amy Jones, Principal, O’Connell Robertson & Associates

Ronnie Jones, Owner, Ronnie Jones, Attorney and Counselor at Law
Roberto Martinez, President, Martinez, Wright & Mendez, Inc.
Eliza May, President, Austin Hispanic Chamber of Commerce

Quality Quinn, President, Quality Quinn, Inc.
Rafael Quintanilla, Trustee, Austin Community College

Kalí Rourke, President, Travis Community Education Foundation
Arthur Turner, President, Turner Industries

Josefina Villiacana, reporter, Ahora Sí
Theda Yager, community volunteer

Austin ISD Advisors

Pascal D. Forgione, Jr., PhD., Superintendent
Janis Guerrero, PhD., Executive Director for Planning and Community Relations, Austin ISD

Maria Whitsett, PhD., Director for Accountability, Austin ISD

Greater Austin Chamber of Commerce

Michael W. Rollins, CCE, President 
Drew Scheberle, Vice President, Education and Workforce Development

Kenny Thompson, Associate, Public Policy and Education
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