
 
 
 
POPULATION1 Portland, OR Austin, TX 

City 533,427 690,252 
County 672,906 888,185 Population 

2004 
MSA 2,095,861 1,452,529 
City 0.8% 5.1% 
County 1.9 9.3 

Population 
Growth 
2000-2004 MSA 8.7 16.2 

Region  
Definitions 

Portland-Vancouver-
Beaverton MSA includes the 
counties of: 
  Pop. 2005 
 Clackamas  368,470 
 Columbia  48,065 
 Multnomah  672,906 
 Washington  499,794 
 Yamhill  92,196 
 Clark (WA)  403,766 
 Skamania (WA)  10,664 

Austin-Round Rock MSA 
includes the counties of: 
 
 Pop. 2005 
 Bastrop 69,932 
 Caldwell 36,523 
 Hays 124,432 
 Travis 888,185 
 Williamson 333,457 

City 134 sq. mi. 252 sq. mi. 
County 435 sq. mi. 989 sq. mi. Land Area 
MSA2 6,684 sq. mi. 4,224 sq. mi. 
City 3,939 2,610 
County 1,518 821 

Population 
Density 2000 
(persons per 
sq. mi.) MSA 288 296 

City 30th 16th Population 
Rank 2005 MSA 24th 38th 

City 36.4 yrs. 31.4 yrs. Median Age 
2005 MSA 35.7 yrs. 32.5 yrs. 

City 18.3% 33.2% 
Language 
Other than 
English 
Spoken in 
Home 2005 

MSA 16.4% 27.1% 

 
                                                 
1 U.S. Bureau of the Census, Population Estimates, http://www.census.gov/popest/estimates.php, and 2000 Census, 
http://www.census.gov/main/www/cen2000.html (for area & density only). 
2 Area data is from the 2000 Census, however the MSA area is based on the counties that comprise the current definition 
of the MSA rather than the county configuration that applied in 2000. 



 
 
FINANCE & ECONOMICS Portland, OR Austin, TX 
City Cost of Living Index 
1st Q 20063 116.7 

Austin 94.1 
Round Rock 91.4 
San Marcos 87.8 

Total State & Local Taxes 
per capita 20044 

$2,917 (Oregon) 
$3,452 (Washington) 

$2,881 (Texas) 

Sales Tax Rate None 8.25% (exemptions:  food, drugs) 

Individual 5.00%-9.00% (Oregon) 
+1.25% (Multnomah Co.) 0.0% Income Tax 

Rates5 
Corporate 6.60% (Oregon) 

+1.45% (Multnomah Co.) 0.0%6 

Job Growth MSA 
July ‘05-July ‘06 7 2.3% 3.1% 

City 5.4% 4.4% Unemploy-
ment Rate 
July 20068 MSA 5.3 4.4 

Hourly/ 
Annual $19.35 / $40.250 $18.66 / $38,810 Avg.  Com-

pensation, 
MSA, May 
20059 

Index, 
U.S.=100 106 102 

Median Income 200510    
City $42,287 $43,731 Household 
MSA 49,227 50,484 
City 55,321 60,592 Family 
MSA 60,345 65,739 
Total 59,394 34,818 Businesses, 

MSA, 200411 w/1,000+ emp. 51 31 
                                                 
3 ACCRA, http://www.accra.org. 
4 U.S. Bureau of the Census, State & Local Government Finances, http://www.census.gov/govs/www/estimate.html  
5 Source:  Federation of Tax Administrators, http://www.taxadmin.org/fta/rate/tax_stru.html & state & local agencies. 
6 While Texas has no corporate income tax, it does have a franchise tax that has a component based on earned surplus. 
Earned surplus is essentially federal net taxable income plus compensation paid to corporate officers and directors if the 
corporation has more than 35 shareholders. The tax is effectively the greater of 0.25% of taxable capital or 4.50% of 
earned surplus apportioned to the state under a single-factor gross receipts test. Taxable capital is a corporation's stated 
capital (capital stock) plus surplus. Surplus means the net assets of a corporation minus its stated capital. Many tax-
planning opportunities exist to reduce the franchise tax liability. In 2008, Texas will replace its franchise tax with a “Margins 
Tax,” a tax of 1% (retailers’ and wholesalers’ rate will be 0.5%) on gross receipts less (taxpayer's choice of) compensation 
or the cost of goods sold. Sole proprietorships and general partnerships are exempt. Businesses are also exempt if 
revenues are under $300,000. 
7 U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, Current Employment Statistics, http://www.bls.gov/sae/home.htm. 
8 U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, Local Area Unemployment Statistics, http://www.bls.gov/lau/home.htm. 
9 U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, Occupational Employment Statistics, http://www.bls.gov/oes/home.htm. 
10 U.S. Bureau of the Census, American Community Survey, http://www.census.gov/acs/www/. 
11 U.S. Bureau of the Census, County Business Patterns, http://censtats.census.gov/cbpnaic/cbpnaic.shtml. 



 
 

 
EDUCATION  Portland, OR  Austin, TX 
Enrollment 200513   

City 77,290 103,591 K-12 
MSA 363,252 243,943 
City 38,218 67,977 College 
MSA 128,314 111,744 

Major School District, 
2004-2005 School year14 Portland SD 1J Austin ISD 

Schools 105 122 
Students 47,649 79,950 
Classroom Teachers (FTE) 2,659 5,544 
Limited English Proficient 6,191 (13%) 18,169 (23%) 
Student/Teacher Ratio 17.9 14.4 
“Education Quotient” 
Ratings 200615 44 (Green) 63 (Green) 

                                                 
12 PricewaterhouseCooper/Venture Economics/NVCA MoneyTree Survey, 
http://www.ventureeconomics.com/vec/statshome.htm. 
13 U.S. Bureau of the Census, American Community Survey, http://www.census.gov/acs/www/. 
14 U.S. National Center for Education Statistics, Common Core of Data, http://nces.ed.gov/ccd/districtsearch/index.asp. 
15 Expansion Management magazine, http://www.expansionmanagement.com.  The “Education Quotient” summarizes 
district performance among 2,800 school districts on measures of community characteristics, graduate outcome, and 
financial resources.  Ratings: Gold: top 16%; Blue: top 33%; Green: the middle; Yellow: bottom 25%; Red: bottom 10%. 

FINANCE & ECONOMICS   Portland, OR   Austin, TX 
Employment by industry 982,200 MSA percent 693,300 MSA percent 
Const. & Nat. Resources 60,000  6.1% 40,100  5.8% 
Manufacturing 123,700  12.6 57,200  8.3 
Wholesale Trade 56,300  5.7 37,400  5.4 
Retail Trade 104,400  10.6 72,700  10.5 
Transportation & Utilities 37,000  3.8 11,500  1.7 
Information 22,700  2.3 21,600  3.1 
Financial Activities 67,600  6.9 40,900  5.9 
Profes. & Business Services 128,000  13.0 93,900  13.5 
Ed. & Health Services 119,500  12.2 71,600  10.3 
Leisure & hospitality 90,400  9.2 69,600  10.0 
Other Services 34,600  3.5 26,800  3.9 
Government 138,100  14.1 149,900  21.6 
Venture Capital 
Investment, MSA, 200512 $134.4 mil. $411.9 mil. 



 
 
EDUCATION  Portland, OR  Austin, TX 

City 12.8% 9.3% Private 
School 
Enrollment, 
K-12, 200516 MSA 10.2 8.2 

Educ. Attainment, 200517   
City 88.8% 85.4% H.S. 

Graduate MSA 89.5 87.0 
City 38.8 44.1 Bachelor’s 

Degree MSA 31.9 39.1 
City 14.2 15.6 Grad. 

Degree MSA 11.2 13.0 
 
REAL ESTATE Portland, OR Austin, TX 
Average Home Price, 
“Middle Management” 
Homes 200518 

$304,650 $199,381 

Median Sales Price, 
Existing Single-Family 
homes 200519 

$244,900 $163,800 

City 3,736 
 (29.6% increase over 2004) 

8,794 
(45.6% increase over 2004) 

Housing 
Permits, 
200520 MSA 17,251 

(8.8% increase over 2004) 
23,241 

(29.0% increase over 2004) 

Residential 102 79 
Construc-
tion Cost 
Index 2006 
(U.S.=100)21 Commercial 103 80 

Office, Class A 200622   
 Low High Avg. Low High Avg. 
Downtown $14.95 $30.25 $22.35 $20.77 $40.00 $23.70 Lease Rates 
Suburban 22.00 28.50 25.25 16.00 31.26 22.39 

                                                 
16 U.S. Bureau of the Census, American Community Survey, http://www.census.gov/acs/www/. 
17 U.S. Bureau of the Census, American Community Survey, http://www.census.gov/acs/www/. Rates are for population 
aged 25 and over. 
18 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation, 2004 Home Price Comparison Index, www.coldwellbanker.com. Subject 
home is a single-family dwelling model w/approximately 2,200 sq.ft., 4 bedrooms, 2 1/2 baths, family room and 2-car 
garage. Surveyed homes and neighborhoods are typical for corporate middle-management transferees. 
19 National Association of Realtors, http://www.realtor.org/Research.nsf/Pages/MetroPrice. 
20 U.S. Bureau of the Census, http://www.census.gov/const/www/permitsindex.html. 
21 R.S. Means, Square Foot Costs 2004. 
22 NAI Global, 2006 Global Market Report, http://www.naidirect.com/. 



 
 

Downtown 9.54% 25.00% Vacancy 
Rates Suburban 17.12 14.00 
TRAVEL & 
TRANSPORTATION Portland, OR Austin, TX 

City 23.2 min. 22.2 min. Mean Travel 
Time to 
Work 200523 MSA 24.4 min. 25.1 min. 

Air Service, Passenger 
Boardings 200524 

6,798,976 
(6.57% increase over 2004) 

Rank: 33rd  

3,645,910 
 (5.78% increase over 2004) 

Rank: 48th  
Per Diems 200525 $275.69 $328.11 
 
QUALITY OF LIFE Portland, OR Austin, TX 
Crime Index, Rate Per 
100,000 inhabitants 200426 

  

City 7,630.0 6,056.5 Property 
Crime MSA 4,869.8 4,210.5 

City 741.8 525.2 Violent Crime MSA 341.5 364.5 
Weather27   
Avg. January Temperatures 45.6˚F high/34.2˚F low 61.5˚F high/40.6˚F low 
Avg. July Temperatures 79.3˚F high/56.9˚F low 95.2˚F high/74.0˚F low 
Annual Precipitation 37.1” 34.7” 
Annual Snow 6.5” 0.9” 
 

                                                 
23 U.S. Bureau of the Census, American Community Survey, http://www.census.gov/acs/www/. 
24 U.S. Federal Aviation Administration, 
http://www.faa.gov/airports_airtraffic/airports/planning_capacity/passenger_allcargo_stats/. 
25 Business Travel News, 2005 Corporate Travel Index, 
http://www.btnmag.com/businesstravelnews/reference_center/original_research/2005corp_travel_index.jsp 
26 U.S. Federal Bureau of Investigation, Crime in the United States, http://www.fbi.gov. 
27 U.S. National Climatic Data Center, Comparative Climatic Data, 
http://ols.nndc.noaa.gov/plolstore/plsql/olstore.prodspecific?prodnum=C00095-PUB-A0001. Temperature and 
precipitation are “normals” based on the 30 year period ending in 2000.  Snow is observed data for the 60 year period 
ending 2004.  



 
 
PORTLAND 
 
Portland is the largest city in Oregon and county seat of Multnomah County, small 
portions are in Washington and Clackamas counties.  Portland straddles the Willamette 
River immediately south of its confluence with the Columbia River.  It is the third largest 
city in the Pacific Northwest, after Seattle, WA, and Vancouver, BC.  Portland is known 
as "The City of Roses" or "Rose City".    
 
The City of Portland was issued a territorial charter in 1851, incorporating 2.1 square 
miles of forest, stumps and houses.  In May 1913, Portland voters narrowly approved a 
commission form of government.  Portland is the last major city in the country with this 
style of government.   
 
The Mayor, four Commissioners and the Auditor comprise the city's six elected officials.  
The Mayor and the Commissioners together make up the City Council.  All are elected 
at large on a non-partisan basis and serve four-year terms with staggered elections.  
The commission form of government differs from most other municipal governments in 
that its members have legislative, administrative and quasi-judicial powers. 
  
The City Council meets weekly in the Council Chambers to conduct the city's legislative 
business.  The Council adopts the City budget and passes laws, policies and regulations 
that govern the city.  Commissioners also act in a quasi-judicial capacity when hearing 
land-use and other types of appeals.  
  
The Mayor and Commissioners also serve as administrators of city departments, 
individually overseeing bureaus and carrying out policies approved by the Council.  The 
assignment of departments and bureaus to Commissioners is determined by the Mayor 
and may be changed at his or her discretion.  Bureau assignments do not necessarily 
correspond to departmental titles.  
 
In 2005, Mayor Potter formed the city’s first Charter Review Commission since 1922, 
composed of 25 community members, charged with reviewing Portland’s current style 
of government and recommending possible changes.  The Commission will present its 
findings to Council for a possible ballot initiative. 
 
The Fiscal Year 2006 general fund budget is $2.9 billion, this includes the internal 
transactions between funds as required by Oregon law.  Eliminating the double 
counting, the operations and capital budget is $2.13 billion. 
http://www.portlandonline.com/ 
  



 
 
AUSTIN 
 
Permanently settled in the 1830s, the village of Waterloo was incorporated as the City of 
Austin in 1839, with a population of 400 by 1840.  The government of the Republic of 
Texas was officially moved to Austin in 1845.  Since that time the population has 
doubled in size every twenty years.   
      
The City of Austin practices a Council-Manager form of government, where the city 
manager is appointed by an at-large elected city council and serves as the chief 
executive-administrator of city government.  There are seven members on the Austin 
City Council - one Mayor and six Council Members.  Each member serves a staggered 
three-year term, and there is a two-term limit.   
 
The Fiscal Year 2006 general fund budget is $2.3 billion including enterprise funds such 
as Austin Energy.   
http://www.ci.austin.tx.us/budget/ 
 




